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PREFACE. 


IN  a  publication  which  has  for  its  principal  objedt 
'  th'e  hiftory  tif  the  feveral  counties, '  cities,  and 
boroughs  of  Great-Britain,  and  their  right  of  fending 
reprefentatives  to  the  great  folate  of  the  nation,  fome  , 
account" of  the  origin  of  parliament,  and  its  progrefs  to 
itsprefentftate;  no  doubt,  will  naturally  be  expedted. 

The  particular  conftitution  of  the  great  council  of 
this  country  before  the  Norman  invafion,  continues, 
even  at  this  time  of  day,  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty, 
nqtwithftanding  the  long  and  able  refearches  of  learn- 
ed men  ;  and  with  refpedt  to  their  legijlative  powers, 
we  a*e,  in  a  manner,  altogether  ignorant  of  them. 

In  .treating  of  the  fubjeft,  we  fhall  digeft  *  whatever 
may .  riefcefiarily  belong  to  it,  under  thfe  following 
feven  heads :  origin  of  parliament,  its  progrefs>  and 
prefent  ftate  ;  obfervations  on  the  laft  general  writ  for 
fummoning  knights,  citizens,  and  bu'rgeffes  ;  original 
mode  of  i&leftion ;  hdw  the  lights  of  ele&ioh  have  been 
preferved;  of  the  coriftitution  of  com  mif tees' for  trying 
controverted  eledions,  and  the  manner  of  proceeding 
in  them  ;  number  of  members  returned  in  the  different 
reigns ;  and  obfervations  on  the  prefent  work, 
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Origin  op    Parliament,    its  Progress,    an* 

Present  STATEr 

This  kingdom  was  originally  monarchical,  and  hath 
always  been  governed  by  a  fovereign,  and  his  councils* 
under  various  denominations ;  though  hiftori^ns  differ 
much  with  regard  to  the  members  of  thefe  councils. 
Some  hiftorians,  and  thofe  of  repute,  affert,  that  the 
conftitutron  of  king,  lords,  and  commons,  as  jiow 
formed,  hath  been  eftablilhed  from  the  time  of  the 
Britons.  There  do  not.  however,  appear  any  proof i 
of  the  commons  being  lummoned  to  the  publiG  coun- 
cils, or  parliaments,  until  the  49th  of  Henry  III. 
when  Simon  Montfort,  earl  of  Leicester ,  having  the 
King  and  Prir^ce  df  Wales  in  his  power,  iffued  a  writ, 
in  the  King's  name,  for  catling  a  parliament,  inf  which 
knights  of  the  (hire  were  diredted  to  be  chofen.  It  is 
obfervable,  that  thefe  knights  feem,  for  fome  time,  to 
lave  been  confiderfcd  as  a  diftindt  order  from  the  com- 
mons. After  the  defeat  of  Montfort,  the  king,  being 
then  his  own  matter,  called  another  parliament  in  the 
fame  year,  .confiding  only  of  the  barons,  without 
fumtnoning  the  commons ;  rior  do  they  appear  to  have 
been  fummoned  again  during  this  reign.  Edward  I. 
proceeded  in  the  fame  manner,  without  fummoning  the 
commons,  until  his  iSth  year,  when  he  iflued  his 
fummons  to  the  feveral  fheriffs  to  call  two  knights  of 
the  ihire. 

On  the  8th  of  O&ober,   in  the  2  2d  of  the  fame 
reign,  a  writ  wa$  iflued  to  the  ftieriffof  each  county, 

to 
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to  elect  two  knights  of  the  {hire*  and  on  the  Very 
next  day  another  writ  was  iffued  for  ele&ing  two  more 
knights  for  each  county*  befides  thofe  before  mentioned  $ 
fo  that  each  county  was  reprefented  by  four  knights* 
Thefe  may  be  faid  to  be  really  the  firft  three  writs  for 
electing  knights  of  the  (hire  ;  for  though  that  of  the 
49th  of  Henry  III.  runs  in  the  king's  name,  it  is  very 
apparent  that  it  was  a  meafure  of  his  minifter,  or  ra- 
ther governor,  and  fuch  as  the  king  foon  (hewed  his 
diflike  to,  by  returning  to  the  former  method  the  very' 
fame  year ;  nor  is  there  mention  made  of  any  fummons 
for  cities,  or  boroughs. 

In  the  parliaments  of  the  18th  and  zzd  of  Edward 
I.  the  lords  and  commons  met  together  to  hear  the 
caufes  of  calling  the  parliament }  and  when  that  was 
declared,  they  feparated  to  confider  and  debate  a  part 
of  the  matter  given  in  charge.  The  commons  then 
were  only  knights  of  the  fliirej  but  in  the  year  follow* 
ing  the  writs  were  not  only  for  electing  two  knights 
of  the  fhire,  but  alfo  two  citizens  for  each  city,  and 
two  burgeffes  for  each  borough,  within  the  refpeclive 
counties ;  though  fome  have  written,  that  citizens 
and  burgeffes  were  exprefsly  fummoned,  as  part  of  the 
parliament,  in  the  16th  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
John.  The  mod  probable  conjecture,  howevoy  is, 
that  knights  of  the  fhire  were  first  Summoned  in  the 
A9tb  of  Henry  UL  and  citizens  and  burgeffes  in  the 
it  3d  of  Edward  1. 

Thus,  it  is  apprehended,  the  reprefentative  of  the 
people,  as  now  conflicted,  firfl  originated;  and  at 
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this  time  the  parliament  cotififted  df  kihg,  lords, 
knights,  citizens,  and burgeffes.  To  afcertain  this  fad, 
there  is  one  obfervatiom  deferres  regard,  which  is  the 
writ  for  fbmmoning  the  convocation  in  the  23d  year  of 
Edward  I.  which  altered  the  former  methods,  viz.  by 
fummoning  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  by  their  re- 
prefentatives. 

The  reafon  given  in  this  writ  for  fummoning  the 
body  of  the  clergy  is,  becaufe  that  which  concerns  all, 
Jhvuld  be  approved  by  all  \  from  which  it  plainly  appears, 
that  the  ktag  was  determined i  to  havfe  a  thorough  re- 
prefentation  of  the  nation.  The  origin  of  the  di* 
terfity  which  we  obferve  in  the  right  of  voting  for  re- 
prefentatiVes,  in  different  boroughs,  is  a  fubjefit  df 
curious  difquifition,  but  cannot  be  explained  with  any 
degree  of  certainty.  It  may  be  conjedlured,  that,  in 
fome  inltances,  the  right  was  limited  to  a  particular 
ckfs  of  men,  by  the  king's  charter,  under  whith  the 
borough' derived  its  title  to  fend  members  to 'par* 
fiaitient;  for  Our  kings  claimed*  and  etfercifed,  the 
prerogative  <*>f  conferring  that  important  privilege  aown 
to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Charles  If.  ~In  other  in- 
ftafcces,  where  the  city  or  borough  began,  to  chufe 
members  from  the  firft  epoch  of  reprefenfotion,  without 
having  received  any  royal  charter  to  regulate  wfio  ihould 
eleft>  it  is  probable  all  thofe  were  admitted  to  vote, 
who  were  deemed  capable  of  giving  a  free  fuffrage. 

In  the  fucceffion  of  ages,  a  mighty  -change-  took 
place  in  moft  of  the  feudal  governments,  particularly 
in  England.     The  exorbitant  power  of  the  barons, 
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which,  the  king's  feeble  and  limited  authority  was  un- 
able to  controul,  gave  rife  to  numberlefs  jealoufies  and 
civil  wars,  till  a  great  part  of  their  ancient  territories 
were  either  exhaufted  by  the  efforts  they  mad6,  ot  re- 
ciprocally confifcated  by  the  party  which  chanced  at 
different  times  to  prevail.  Many  of  the  moft  confider- 
$ble  families  were  entirely  extinguifhed,  either  by  the 
fortune  of  war,  or  the  fword  of  juftice ;  and,  when 
the  contefl:  between  the  two  rofes  was  finally  termi- 
nated by  the  union  of  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lan- 
cafter  in  the  perfon  of  Henry  VIII.  the  ftrength, 
riches,  and  domains  of  the  old  rivals  of  the  kingly 
power,  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  fallen  into  the  hands 

"of  the  crown.  The  over-grown  poffeffions  of  the  re- 
maining nobility  were  gradually  fapped,  and  diminifli- 
ed,  by  the  operation  of  ,that  policy,  by  which  the 
judges,  under  the  cover  of  a  legal  fidtion,  had,  in  effedt, 
repealed  the'  ftatute  of  entails ;  a  ftatute  extorted  by . 
the  barons  from  Edward  I.  with  the  vain  defign  of 
perpetuating  their  grandeur  with  their  eftates.  This 
policy  had  been  connived  at  by  Edward  IV.  and 
Henry  VII.  and  foon  received  a  parliamentary 
fanftion.  It  was  the  original  fource  of  the  independence 
and  riches  of  the  people  ;  who  were  encouraged  by 
the  firft  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Tudor,  as  an  inftru- 

'  ment   to  aid  them  in  the  projeft  of  annihilating  the 
poyver  of  the.  nobles. 

In  the  mean  time,  learning  and  the  arts  were  re- 
vived in  the  Weft;  the  two  Indies  were  difcovered  ; 
navigation  was  improved  ;  commerce  cultivated  ;  and 
opulence  univerfally  and  eagerly  purfued.    The  people 
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foon  found  themfelves  in  a  condition  to  acquire  that 
property,  which  common  recoveries  (now  become  the 
law  of  the  land)  enabled  the  nobility  to  alien.  Riches 
naturally  beget  the  fpirit  of  independence ;  but  other 
more  powerful  caufes  now  co-operated  to  the  fame  eflfeft. 
Literature  and  philofophy  had  enlightened  and  en- 
larged the  human  faculties*  The  follies  of  fuper- 
ftition,,  and  the  impofitions  of  prieftcraft^  were  de- 
te&ed,  and  attacked  with  faccefs.  The  reformation 
of  the  church  could  not  take  place,  without  affecting 
the  ftate.  Civil  liberty  was  as  eagerly  fought  after, 
as  freedom  of  confcience ;  and  the  commons  of 
England  felt  and  afferted  their  importance.  The  re« 
.  prefentatives  of  the  people  no  longer  confidered  them- 
felves as  mere  attornies,  or  agents,  paid  by  their  con- 
ftituents,  for  the  fole  purpofes  of  bellowing  their  pro- 
perty, and  of  prefenting  their  humble  petitions  for 
the  redrefs  of  grievances  :  they  affumed  the  chara&er 
of  ftatefmen,  politicians,  and  lawgivers  ;  of  truftees 
charged  wjth  the  guardiaqfhip  of  the  property,  the 
liberty,  and  the  lives  of  a  great  nation.  A  feat  in 
their  houfe  was  foon  one  of  the  prime  objedte  pf 
ambition  :  it  w^s  a  prize  for  which  many  contended  at 
once ;  and  contefted  ^nd  litigated  ele&ions,  therefor^, 
became  daily  more  and  Riore  frequeiit. 

Observations  on  the  last  general  Writ  for 
summoning  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses. 

The  writ  dire&s  tvyo  knights  to  be  chofen  oqt  of 
each  county \  tyto  citizens  out  of  each  cityx  and /w* 
kurgtfes  out  of  each  fyorqugb.    The  counties  were 

well 
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well  known,  and  had  been  long  afcertained ;  but  the 
lheriffs  had  it  left  to  their  difcretion  as  to. the  cities 
and  boroughs.  They  were  the  dominie*  civitatesy  and 
burgi  regis,  viz.  fuch  as  had  charters  from,  the  king, 
and  paid  a  fee-farm  rent  in  lieu  of  the  cuftbms,  and 
other  advantages  and  royalties  that  belonged  to  the 
crown ;  but  thefe  not  being  named  in  the  writ,  the 
flieriffs  took  great  liberties,  either  by  lummoning  fuch 
as  had  no  right ,  or  omitting  others  who  ought  to  have 
been  fummoned :  this  arofc  from  the  nature  of  the  ii> 
ftitution. 

The  representation  of  the  nation  in  parliament  was 
then  a  burden  to  the  people,  the  eleSed  being  paid  by 
their  electors  ;  nor  doth  it  appear  that  the  reprefenta- 
tives  at  that  time  had  any  advantage  more  than  their 
wages.  Cities  and  boroughs  were,  therefore,  not  fond 
of  returning  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  and  it  was 
reckoned  a  privilege  to  be  exempted,  and  to  obtain 
which  there  are  more  inftances  than  one  of  petitibns 
having  been  prefented.  Sheriffs  would  frequently  adfc 
in  a  very  partial  and  arbitrary  manner,  and  out  of 
pique  return  many  poor  boroughs,  who  were  not  able 
to  pay  their  reprejentatives,  and  omit  others,  who 
were  able,  in  order  to  Jhew  favour  towards  them.  This 
became  a  very  great  grievance,  and  in  the  5th  of 
Richard  IL  a  law  was  made  to  hinder  thefe  arbitrary 
proceedings ;  and  feveral  boroughs  were,  by  charter 
from  the  crown,  exempted  from  what  they  would 
have  efteejned  a  hardlhip  and  burden  upon  them. 
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Original  Mode  of  Election,  • 

The  knights  of  the  fhire  were  at  firft  eledted  by  the 
commonalty  of  the  county ;  that  is,  the  freeholders 
in.  general;  and  thefe,  by  the  ftatuteof  Henry  VL 
are  declared  and  reftrained  to  freeholders  of  forty 
fhillings  yearly. 

The  original  method  of  election  for  cities  and  bo- 
roughs was  either  in  the  commonalty  at  large,  or  re- 
trained to  particular  bodies  of  men  within  the  fame, 
who  contributed  to  the  charge  ;  and  where  the  boroughs 
were  of  thfe  king's  demefries,  all  fuch  as  were  the 
king's  tenants,  or  paid  the  king  any  acknowledge- 
ments, were 'the  clc3ors\  a.id  where  a  diftri&  was 
made  a  borough,  generally  the  inhabitants  at  large 
were  liable  to  the  charge,  and  in  them  was  vefted  the 
power  of  election. 

In  boroughs  incorporate,  the  body-corporate  were 
only  liable,  and  had  only  the  right  of  eleftion  ;  and 
where  it  was  in  the  community  at  large,  and  the 
poorer  fort  joined  not  in  the  payment  of  the  expene'es, 
thofe  only  who  paid  became  a  feleft  body,  and  had 
voices  in  the  ele&ion  of  the  reprefentatives :  from 
whence  arofe  the  right  of  .eleftion  by  inhabitants  pay- 
ing fcot  and  lot ;  and  from  the  alienation  of  the  king's 
demefnes  the  owners  or  pofleffors  of  thofe  tenements 
retain  the  right  (their  predeceffors  being  the  original 
burgeffes),  and  is  what  we  now  call  burgage-tenure. 
As  to  other  boroughs  which  now  eleft  by  the  in- 
habitants at  large,  it  is  conjeftured,  they  were  fuch  as 
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always  contributed  to  the  wages,  as  long  as  the  wages 
wete  paid  ;  and  though  they  do  not  now  pay,  they 
found  their  claim  upon  the  payment  of  their  anceftors. 
The  reftored  boroughs  had  no  right  of  ele&ioa 
fettled  upon  their  reftorarion,  and  therefore  feem  to 
have  been  left  to  their  ancient  rights:  but  one  thing 
muft  be  dbferved,  that  in  all  determinations  the  proved 
ufage.has  heen  looked. upon  to  be  the  right;  and 
though  it  has  been  railed  prefcriptivn,  it  feeras  to  be 
very  erroneoufly  ranked  under  that  denomination  ;  for 
in  many  cafes*  feveral  different  methods  of  ele&ion 
have  bee^i  proved,  and  the  haufe  has  taken  upon  them 
Co  determine  upon  the  ufage.. 

.  There  have  alfo  been,  fince  the  Reformation,  feveral 
boroughs  which  have  privilege  of.  reprefencation.  i$ 
parliament  granted  them  by  charter^  and  upon  the 
words  of  thefe  charters  the  right  of  eledtion  depends*—* 
In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  before  the  cafe  of  Newark 
happened,  the  prerogative  of  the  king  in  this  refpefl: 
was  called  in  queftion*  Prynne,  in  his  Brevia  Par- 
liamentaria.  Rediviva,  though  one  of  his  great  objedls 
in  that  book  feems.  to  have  been  to  raile  the  preroga- 
tive, and  deprefs  the  authority  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, feys,  pp.156,  158,  that  he  is  clear,  "  that 
*c  fince  the  flarutes  of  5th  Richard  II.  cap.  4. 
*'  1, Henry  V.  cap.  1.  and  23d  Henry  VI.  cap.  25. 
u  no  boroughs  can  be  treated,  or  revived,  but  by 
V  ipecial  afts  of  parliament,  fuch  as  thofe  of  the  27th 
"  Henry  VIII.  cap.  26.  34th  Henry  VIII.  cap.  18. 
*c  an^  35th  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iu  which  enabled  and 

"  authorized 
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"  authorized  the  Welfh  {hires,  cities,  and  boroughs, 
se  and  the  county  and  city  of  Chefter,  to  tend  knights 
"  and  burgeffes  to  parliament."  See  alfo  p.  238.  b. 
Whitelock,  on  the  contrary,  in  his  Commentary  on 
the  Parliamentary  Writ,  admits  the  power  of  the  crown. 
"  The  king,"  lays  he,  "  may  give  by  patent  to  as 
"  many  towns  as  he  pleafes  the  privilege  of  fending 
"  burgeffes  to  parliament."  Vol.  ii.  cap.  103,  p.  372. 
See  alfo  the  fame  author,  vol.  i.  p.  500. 

It  is  obfervable  that  both  thefe  works  are  dedicated 
to  Charles  II.  In  the  cafe  of  Newark,  the  queftion 
was  difcuffed  in  the  houfe.  The  debate  arofe,  on  the 
occafion  of  a  petition  of  Mr.  Henry  Saville,  who  had 
been  defied  under  the  new  charter  for  that  place. 
Journ.  vol.  ix,  p.  389.  col.  1.  21ft  March,  167*. 
Three  objections  were  taken  to  the  charter :  firft,  it 
was  faid,  that  the  king  had  not  the  power  at  all  ; 
fecondly,  that  if  he  had,  ftill  he  could  not  limit  the 
right  of  ele&ion  to  a  partial  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  corporation,  which  had  been  done  in  that  cafe  ; 
and,  thirdly,  that  he  could  not  grant  fuch  a  charter 
while  the  parliament  was  fitting.  Grey's  Debates, 
vol.  iv.  p.  297  to  304.  The  queftion  being  put, 
"  That  by  virtue  of  the  charter  granted  to  the  town 
"  of  Newark,  the  town  of  Newark  hath  right  to 
u  fend  members  to  parliament,"  on  a  divifion,  it 
paffed  in  the  affirmative,  125  to  73.  Journal,  loc.  cit. 
This  cafe  feems  to  have  confirmed  and  eftablilhed  the 
prerogative  of  the  king,  although  it  was  never  after- 
wards exercifed.  After  the  Revolution  it  is  recog- 
nized 
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nized  by  lord  Holt,  in  the  famous  cafe  of  Aftiby 
and  White.  His  words  are,  4C  When  the  right  of 
"  eledion  is  granted  within  the  time  of  memory,  it 
*c  is  a  franchife  that  can  be  given  only  to  a  corporation :" 
and  a  few  lines  afterwards,  adopting  the  words  of  the 
judges  in  the  cafe  of  Dungannon,  €€  If  the  king  grant 
"  to  the  inhabitants  of  Illington  to  be  a  free  borough, 
•'  and  that  the  burgeffes  of  the  fame  town  may  eledt 
€C  two  burgeffes  to  ferve  in  parliament,  fuch  a  grant 
"  of  fuch  privilege  to  burgeffes  not  incorporated  is 
"  void  ;  for  the  inhabitants  have  not  capacity  to  take 
"  an  inheritance/*  He,  therefore,  did  not  doubt  of  the 
king's  power  to  grant  the  privilege  in  queftion  to  a 
borough  properly  incorporated.  The  cafe  of  Afliby 
and  White  happened  before  the  Union;  Since  that 
time  it  feems  to  be  underftood,  that  the  king  cannot 
beftow  a  new  right  of  fending  members  to  parliament. 
By  the  treaty  of  Union,  art.  2  2d,  there  can  be  only 
forty-five  members  for  Scotland  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  To  increafe,  therefore,  the  number  of 
members  for  England  above  513,  of  which  the  houfe 
confided  at  that  period,  would  be  to  alter  the  pro-  - 
portional  fhare  of  the  nation  in  the  legiflative  body, 
which  proportion  is  one  of  the  moft  important  parts 
of  the  contrad  between  the  two  kingdoms. 
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How  the  Rights  of  Election  have   been 

PRESERVED. 

Petitions  and  coitfefts  concerning  ele&ions  began  in 
the  time  of  Edward  III-  and  were  originally  to  the 

king 
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>  king  (after  fa  the  king)  in  parliament,  becaufe  all  points 
of  election  were  anciently  returnable  there  t — but  in 
the  7th  of  King  Henry  IV.  a  ftatute  was  made,  that 
they  Ihould  be  returned  into  chancery;  wherefore, 
upon  the  common  maxims  of  the  execution  of  writs, 
being  to  be  examined  by '  the  power  from  whence  they 
ijfued,  the  great  feal  affumed  or  claimed  a  jurifdiftion 
in  thefe  matters;  which  through  being  wrongfully 
fubmitted  to,  in  fome  cafes,  caufed  many  difputes : 
but  in  the  29th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Norfolk  eleftion,  the  great  feal  fubmitted. 

But  fomewhat  further  may  be  neceiTary,  though  it  19 
Ihewn  that  the  great  feal  hath  no  power,  the  next 
queftion  will  be  to  examine,  how  the  commons  came 
to  claim  it,  they  being  only  part  of  the  parliament, 
and  the  ancient  precedents  being — that  the  deter- 
mination ought  to  be  in  parliament,  viz.  before  the  king 
and  both  houfes  ? — To  this  it  is  anfwered,  The  houfe  of 
peers  (whofe  writs  are  returnable  in  like  manner)  with- 
out confulting  the  commons,  have  always  taken  upon 
them  to  determine  the  rights  of  peerage,  as  a  matter  of 
privilege  in  which  the  commons  had  no  concern  : 
the  commons,  therefore,  for  the  fame  reafon  took  upon 
themfelves  to  judge  of  their  ele&ions ;  and,  in  their 
reprefentation  to  King  James  I.  upon  this  fubjeft,  fet 
forth — "That  though  they  were  part  of  a  body  to 
"  make  new  laws,  yet  for  any  matter  of  privileges  of 
<c  their  houfe,  they  were,  and  ever  have  been,  a 
ic  court  -of  themfelves,  of  fufficient  power  to  difcern 
*'  and  determine  without  their  lqrdfhips,  as  their  lord- 
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**  fhips  have  ^always  ufed  to  do  for  theirs  without 
"them."  -'•    •  " 

Notwithftanding  repeated  attempts  at  the  end  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  and  the  beginning  of  James 
the  FirftV'to  draw  the  powerbf  deciding  on  the  right 
of  ttying  controverted  ele&iohs  to  the  coUrtof  chan- 
cery*, tBe*h6ufe  of  commons  were  able  to  main* 
tain  and  eftablifli  that  privilege,  and  have  enjoyed.it 
without  interruption  for  near  two  centuries. 

In  the  begining  their  determinations  werediftinguifli- 
ed  for  theif  Wifdom,  purity,  and  juftice.  The  firft 
men,  for  talerits  and  integrity,  were  feledtcd  from  the 
body  of  the  houfe^  and /under  the  name  of  a  commit- 
tee of  privileges,  formed  a  court  lefs  numerous  than 
the  whole  houfe,  and,  oil  that  account  as  well  as  many  r 
others,  better  'fitted  for  the  attainment  and  difpatch  of 
juftice.  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  Glanville, 
Mr.  Noy,  and  Mr,  Selden,  were  a  part  of  it. 

This  chaftitjr  of  dedfion,  however,  was  not  vefy 
"durable,  iHie1' united  ftrengtfi  of  the  crown  and  peo- 
ple having  fufidtied'the  ariftocracy  of  the  .peers,  thofe 
two  remaining  branches  of  the  ftatebega^  each  to  aim  at 
the  exclufive  pofleflion  of  the  Sovereignty.  This  ftrug- 
gle  between  the  crown  and  the  people  was  not  peculiar 
to  Englind.  It  took  place  nearly  at  the  fame  time 
in  many  Other  countries  of  Europe  ;  particularly  in 
'•France,  where  the  nobles,  after  having  been  equally 
-formidable,  had  been  reduced  by  very  fimilar  means, 
and  in  the  Tarn*  manner  as  in  England.  But  the  fuc- 
cefs*  was  very  different.  In  France,  the  king  prevail- 
-  ed, 
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ed,  and  an  abfolute  monarchy  was  eftablilhed.  In 
England,  after  feveral  violyit  and  convulfivc  effort^ 
the  commons  fixed  their  independence,  a)  it  were, 
on  a  rock ;  yet  ftill  left  the  other  two  great  members 
of  the  ftate  poffeffed  of  large  though  limited  powers, 
fo  as  to  blend  the  three  together  with  a  harmony  more 
perfeft  than  the  moft  ingenious  fpeculation  eould  in- 
vent,  or  the  moft  penetrating  wifdom  forefee. 

Yet  even  this  wonderful  fyftem,  like  all  human 
things,  was  liable,  and  has  been  expofed  to  abufe. 
The  crown,  entrufted  with  the  executive  power,  found 
it  impoffible  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  government 
without  a  majority  of  voices  in  the  houft  of  cond- 
itions. The  rough  attempts  of  prerogative  had  proved 
ineffectual.  The  more  winning  and  infidious  arts  of 
influence  were  now  pra&ifed  with  better  fuccefs.  The 
majority  and  the  minority  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
became  terms'  nearly  fynonimous  to  the  friends  or  op- 
ponents of  government;  and  whenever  the  party  in 
oppofition  gained  fo  far  in  numbers  as  to  form  the 
majority,  a  fubverfion  of  the  reigning  miniftry  was 
the  immediate  confequence. 

It  is  evident,  that,  in  this  ftate  of  things,  it  mufl: 
often  have  been  of  confequence  to  thofe  in  admini- 
itration,  that,  in  litigated  cafes,  one  of  the  competitors 
lhould  fucceed  in  preference  to  the  other.  Eleftion 
caufes  were  now  frequently  tried  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe,  and  when  they  were  referred  to  the  committee 
of  ele&ions,  the  refolutions  of  that  committee  were 
to  be .  canvafled,  and  either  reje&ed  or  confirmed  by 
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the  houfe.  A  majority  there  was  able  to  determine 
any  queftion.  The  opprobrium  and  guilt  of  partiality 
and  injuftice  feemed  to  lofe  their  feverity,  when  divided 
among  fo  great  a  number ;  and  the  caufe  was  generally 
decided,  not  in  favour  of  the  perfon  who  had  the 
merits  for  him,  but  of  him  who  had  fecured  the  favour 
of  the  minifter. — To  make  way  for  the  final  determi- 
nation, when  the  right  of  election  in  a  borough  had 
been  claimed  by  different  claffes  of  men,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  houfe  firft  to  declare  in  which  of  the 
contending  parties  the  right  by  law  refided ;  and  there 
too  the  moil  common  rule  was  to  decide,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  of  the  lex  loci,  but  in  favour  of 
thofe  who  had  given  their  voices  to  the  minifterial 
candidate. 

This,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  produced  a 
great  number  of  illegal,  inconfiftent,  and  contradictory 
decifions.  If  a  whig  was  a  contending  candidate, 
when  the  whigs  were  in  power,  the  right  of  eleftion 
was  declared  to  be  in  his  friends.  If,  for  the  fame  bo- 
rough, a  new  conteft  arofe  under  a  tory  adminiftration, 
and  the  tory  candidate  had  the  fuffrages  of  a  clafs  of 
men  who  had  been  excluded  on  the  former  occafion, 
the  right  of  voting  was  then  beftowed  upon  them.  In 
fhort,  to  bring  in  the  favourite  candidate,  and  ftrengthen 
the  majority  by  a  new  voice,  every  fence  of  law,  juf- 
tice,  and  even  decency,  was  broken  down. 

Several  attempts  were  made  at  different  times  to 
apply  a  remedy  to  this  fcandalous  and  growing  evil. 
Among  others,  a  ftatute  palled  in  the  fecond  of  the 
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fate  king,  (l  Geo.  II.  c.  24.)  which  ena&ed,  that  th* 
laft  determination  in  the  houfe  of  commons  (Jioulel 
br,.  to  all  intents .  and  purpofes,  final,  as  to  the  right 
Qf  eledtfon.  By  this  means  fome  check  was  put  to 
the  glaring  inconfiftency  of  opposite  determination*. 
But:  it  was  a  very  inadequate  cure.  The  fame  grofs 
and  avowed  partiality  continued  in  the  trial  of  faffs,  in 
all  cafes,  where  there  was-  no  laft  determination  of  the 
right  f)f "  election,  and  in  explaining  ambiguous  or 
(uppofed  ambiguous  expreffions  in  laft  exterminations, 
wh*r3  fuch  *rere  to  be  found. 

.-.-Afcths  fame  time,  there  were  other  unavoidable  de- 
fers in  thi$  judicature.  It  was  too  numerous  for  dift 
patch  ;  the  judges  were  not  upon  oath  ;  and  they  had 
no  power  of  adminiftering  an  oath  to  the  witnefies 
whoa>  they  examined.  In  fhort,  in  a  country,  where 
jufticfc  is  difpenfed  with,  a  degree  of  wifdom,  purity, 
and  confiftency,  unparalleled  in  other  ages  or  natioos* 
there  esifted  the  moft-  imperfeft,  partial,  and  incon* 
fiftent.  tribunal,  which  perhaps  was  ever  known  m  any 
dviiized  government. 

All  wife  and  all  good  men  lamented  the  con- 
tinuance of  fuch  a  national  reproach  ;  but,  for  a  long 
time,  nobody  was  found,  who,  with  abilities  to  con- 
trive, poffeSejl  fpirit  and  weight  fuHkient  to  carry  in- 
to execution,  a  plan  for  abolishing  the  old,  and 
eftablifhing  a  new  judicature ;  not  liable  to  the  de- 
fers of  the  former,  but  analogous,  both  in  its  cdn- 
ftitution  and  chaftity,  to  the  other  courts  of  juftice. 
At  kngth,  Mr.  Grenville  imagined,  and  accompliihed 
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this  great  work>  though  he  did  not  live  to  enjoy  th6 
juft  applaufe  which  has  on  that  account  been  lavifhed 
on  his  memory^  The  firft  adt  eftabliftiing  the  prefent 
mode  of  trying  controverted  eledtions  paffed  in 
1770  (10  Geo*  III*  c.  16),  and  Mr*  Grenville  died 
on  the  13th  of  November*  of  the  fame  year.  At 
firft  this  a<5t  was  only  temporary,  and  limited  to 
feven  years ;  but  four  caufes  having  been  tried  under, 
it,  the  juftice  of  the  decifions,  fo  different  from 
former  examples,  rendered  it  almoft  the  idol  of  the 
public;  and  in  1774,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the. 
houfe  of  commons,  and  paffed  into  a  law,  which 
made  it  perpetual  (14  Geo.  III.  c.  15). 

Of  the  Constitution  of  Committees  F0&  try* 

ING  CONTROVERTED  ELECTIONS,    AND   THE  MAN* 
NER  OF  PROCEEDING  IN  THEM. 

The  mode  of  forming  committees  of  ele&ion  has 
many  Angularities  in  it,  which  embarrafs  thofe  who 
are  not  much  accuftomed  to  the  perufal  of  ftatutes* 
by  an  appearance  of  intricacy ;  and  the  mode  in 
which  caufes  are  carried  on,  in  thofe  committees* 
differs^  in  feveral  refpe&s,  from  the  pra&ice  o£ 
Weftrtiinfter-hall. 

1.  By  an  order  of  the  houfe  renewed  at  the  be* 
ginning  of  every  new  feffion*  every  petition  com* 
plaining  of  an  undue  eleftion,  or  retuiyi,  muft  be 
prefented  within  fourteen  days  after  the  date  of  that 
order,  and  fo  within  fourteen  days  next  after  any 
new  return  (hall  be  brought  in* 
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2.  Ftf  tite  hotrfe  is  not  a&ually  fitting  an  the  h& 
day  of  the  fortnight  limited  by  the  abovementioned 
c^cter,  by  ad  equitable  eonftru&ion  it  has  been  de- 
termined w  be  faffikient)  that  the  petition  be  pre* 
lented  en  the  £rft  day  when  fhe  houfc  fits  after  the 
expiration  of  the  fortnight. 

3.  No  fuch  petition  can  be  taken  into  confideratitot* 
tifi  fourteen  days  after  the  beginning  of  the  feflioa 
in  which  it  is  prefented,  ftor  till  fourteen  days  after 
the  return-,  to  which  it  relates,  fliall  be  brought  into 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  crowm 

4.  It  was  refolved  by  the  houfc,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  laft  feffion,  that,  according  to  the  true  con- 
ftrudiion  of  10  Geo.  III.  whenever  a  petition  fhall 
t>e  offered  to  be  prefented  within  the  time  limited^ 
it  (hall  be  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  read*  with- 
out a  queftion  being  put  upon  it. 

5.  By  a  refolutiori  of  the  houfe*  renewed  ait  tht 
beginning  of  every  feflion^  in  all  cafes  of  contra* 
Verted  ele&ions  for  counties,  in  England  and  Wales* 
the  petitioners,  by  themfelvcs,  or  their  agents,  muft* 
within  a  .convenient  time,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
houfe^  deliver  to  the'  fitting  ntembers>  or'  their 
agents,  ljftsof  the  voters  for  the  fitting  members 
to  whom  they  intend  to  objeft*  in  which  they  rauft 
ftate  the  feveral  heads  of  obje&iort,  oppofite  to  the 
names  of  rHe  perftms  objeftcd  to *  and  the  fitting 
members,  or  their  agents,  muft  deliver,  within  the 
fame  time,  funiiar  lilts  to  the  petitionees,  or  thehr 
agents. 
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6.  A  gteat  many  petition*  having  beeri  offered  to 
be  preferred  a!  the  fame  time,  the  houfe  refolved, 
that,  whenever  more  than  one  petition*  complaining 
of  aiv  undue  e)eftion>  or  return,  for  the  fame,  or  for 
diffbfcnt  places,  (hall  at  the  fame  time  be  offered  to 
fee  pfefeated  to  the  houfe,  the  ipeaker  (hall  direct  alt 
6f  them  to  be  delivered  in  at  the  table-,  and  thai; 
the  names  of  the  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  or  places 
to  which  they  relate,  fhali  be  written  on  federal  piece* 
of  paper  of  an  equal  file,  which  are  to  be  rolled  up, 

and  put  by  the  clerk, into  a  glafs,  or  box,  and  then  % 

publicly  drawn  by  the  clerk*  arid  the  petitions  read 
in  the  order  in  which  the  names  are  drawn.    . 

7.  When  a»  petition  is  read,  a  day  and  hour  are  $ 
appointed  for  faking  it  into  confideratiom                                $. 

8.  The  houfe  may  alcer  the  day  appointed  for  th$  x 
confideration  of  any  petition,  and  appoint  zfubfequenl 

day,  giving  notice  to  the  parties* 

9*  Before  the  ftatute  of  io  Geo.  III.  an  annual 
order  was  always  made  for  proceeding  firft  to  the 
consideration  of  petitions  concerning  double  returns*  ' 
The  order  has  not  been  renewed  fince ;  however,  this    ; 
preference  was  (hewn  to  the  petitions  from  Milborne 
Port  and  Morpeth,  the  firft  relating  to  a  double  re* 
turn,   and  the  fecond  complaining  of  a  falfe  return*  * 
They  were  read>  and  days  appointed  for  the  confi* 
deration  of  them,  before  the  ballot  for  the  others* 

io.  When  the  time  for  taking  any  petition,  or  pe* 
tftions,  into  confideration,  is  appointed,  an  order  it 
made  for  the  fpeaker  to  iffue  his  warrants  for  fuch 
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perfons,  papers,  and  records,  as  fhall  be  thought  6e-» 
cefiary  by  the  feveral  parties,  on  the  hearing  of  the 
matter  of  fuch  petitions. 

ii.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  confideration  of 
any  petition,  or  petitions,  the  houfe  cannot  previoufly 
enter  on  any  other  bufinefs,  except  the  fwparing  of 
members ;  and,  if  there  are  not  one  hundred  members 
prefent,  the  houfe  muft  adjourn  to  the  following  day, 
(unlefs  it  be  Sunday,  or  Chriftmas-day,)  and  fo  on 
from  day  to  day,  till  the  requifite  number  of  an  hun- 
dred are  prefent.  There  has  been  but  one  inftance 
hitherto,  where  an  adjournment  has  been  neceflary  an 
this  account,  viz.  in  the  cafe  of  Clackmannanfliire. 

1 2.  When  the  hour  appointed  for  taking  any  pe- 
tition into  confideration  is  come,  the  ferjeant  at  arms 
k  directed  by  the  fpeaker  to  go,  with  the  mace,  to 
the  places  adjacent,  and  require  the  attendance  of  the* 
members  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe. 

13.  If  the  number  is  complete,  the  counfel  and 
agents  for  the  parties  attend  at  the  bar,  and  the  doors 
of  the  houfe  being  locked,  the  n^mes  of  all  the  mem- 
bers, written  on  diftindt  pieces  of  paper,  are  put,  in 
equal  number,  into  fix  glafles,  and  the  clerk  draws 
out  a  name  alternately  from  each  glafs,  which  is  de- 
livered to  the  fpeaker,  and  read  by  him ;  and  fo  on 
till  forty- nine  names  of  members  then  prefent  are 
drawn. 

14.  If  the  name  of  any  member  is  drawn  who  has 
voted  at.  the  election  complained  of,  or  of  one  who 
is  either  a  petitioner,  or  petitioned  againft,  or  w.hofe 
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return  has  not  been  fourteen  days  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  crown,  or  of  one  not  then  prefent,  his 
name  is  fet  afide,  and  does  not  go  to  make  up  the 
number  of  forty-nine. 

15.  If  the  name  of  any  member  is  drawn, -who 
who  will  make  oath  that  he  is  fixty  or  upwards,  or 
verify  upon  oath  any  other  excufe  which  the  houfe 
ihall  approve  of,  or  who  has  ferved  upon  any  other 
committee  in  the  courfe  of  the  fcflion,  he  (if  he  re- 
quires it)  is  excufed,  and  another  name  drawn  in 
his  ftead  •,  and  fo  it  is  if  the  member's  name  is  drawn 
who  is  intended  for  the  nominee  of  either  of  the 
parties. 

The  form  of  the  oath  by  which  any  excufe  is  to  be 
-verified  is  as  follows  :  u  The  matter  alledged  by 
"  you,  and  now  taken  down  and  read,  as  an  excufe 
"  for  not  ferving  on  this  committee,  is  the  truth. 
"So  help  you  God." 

16.  But  .the  excufe  of  having  ferved  on  a  former 
committee  during  the  feffion,  cannot  be  allowed,  if 
the  houfe  (hall  have  come  to  a  previous  refolution, 
.that  the  number  of  members  who  have  not  ferved 
is  insufficient  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  ftatute. 
And  no  member,  who,  after  having  been  chofen  to 
ferve  on  a  former  committee,  has,  from  inability  or 
accident,  T>een  excufed '  from  attending  it  through- 
out, can  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  excufe. 

17.  If  the  number  of  forty-nine,  not  fet  afide, 
nor  excufed,  cannot  be  completed,  the  houfe  mull 
adjoufri  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  cafe  where 
there  are  not  an  hundred  prefent. 

c  3  *8.  When 
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18.  When  there  are  but  two  diflinft  pa«je$f  die 
petitioner,  or  petitioners,  ami  the  fitting  menjfbeav 
or  fitting  members,  name  each  (ooe  from  among 
the  members  there  prefent*  who  are  not  of  the  forty* 
*ube. 

19.  If  either  of  the  parties,  or  both,  decline 
their  right  of  nominating,  the  wane  of  fuch  nomina- 
tion is  fupplied  by  drawing  the  name  of  one  or  two 
members  in  the  £ame  manner  as  the  forty-nine  a« 
*ir&wn. 

20^  The  two  nominees  (far  they  are  generally 
{0  .called  even  in  the  laster  cafe,  though  improperly) 
are  liable  to  the  fame  objeftions,  and  entitled  to  *hp 
fame  excufes,  as  thole  drawn  by  lot ;  and  in  cafe  of 
iuch  obje<5Uons,  or  excufes,  others  are  to  be  nomi- 
nated in  their  ftead, 

21.  The  doors  of  che  houfe  are  then  opened  1 
two  lifts  of  the  forty-nine  are  prepared,  one  of  which 
is  delivered  to  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners,  ;and 
the  other  to  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  \ 
jthe  parties,  with  their  counfel  and  agents,  withdraw* 
together  with  the  clerk  of  the  committee  5  and  the 
parties  ftrike  off,  alternately,  one  from  the  lift  of  the 
forty-nine,  (the  petitioners  beginning;)  till  the  num- 
ber is  reduced  to  thirteen.  This  muft  be  done  within 
an  hour. 

22*  Then  the  thirteen,  together  with  the  two. 
nominees,  take  the  following  oath,  which  is  admini-* 
ftered  at  the  table  by  th$  clerjc,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance  are: 

*'  You,. and  each  of  you,  (hall  well  and  truiy  tiy 
,  *  the 
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*?  the  patter  of  the  petition  of  A.  B,  referred  to  you, 
VsLjad  a  true  judgment  give,  according  to  the  evi- 
€C  dence.     So  Kelp  you  God .M  * 

23.  The  houfe  then  appoints  a  certain  time  for. 
$hp  meeting  of  the  committee,  which  muft  b^e  withui 
twenty-four  hours,  and  is  generally  forthwith  ;   and 
ngtme  of  the  fifty-one  muft  leave  xh$  houfe  till  that 
time  is  fixed. 

24.  When  there  are  more  than  two  parties  before 
the  houfe  on  diftinft  interefts,  each  of  the  parties 
ftrikes  off  one  fuceflively  from  the  forty-pine,  till 
the  number  i?  reduced  to  thirteen,  the  order  of  their 
beginning  being  determined  by  lot,  after  they  with- 
draw from  the  bar* 

25.  In  fueh  cafe,  nope  of  the  parties  .appoint  a 
nominee;  but,  as  foon  as  the  lift  of  the  thirteen  is 
given  into  the  hov$s,  thpy  (the  thirteen)  withdraw, 
%nd  within  an  hour  chufe  two  members  prefent  at^ 
the  bailor,  whofe  names  have  not  been  previously 
d*awn  1  and,  if  they  are  not  fee  afide,  or  txcufed, 
on  the  grounds  already  mentioned  (14^  15),  the, 
fifteen  are  fworn  in  the  manner  above  defcribed  (22). 

2.6,,  J&fuch,cafe#  top,  none  of  the  members  p'c- 
ftnt  at  the  ballot  are  *o  depart  frqm  the  hoitfe,  till 
the  time  for  thp  meeting  *f  ^c  cooimiitee  is   ap-^ 
pointed. 

5^7.   Both  before  the  houfe.  of  commons  ami  i&e 
houfe  of  Jordfy   and  in  all  committees  of  either,  one 
party  cap  have  but  two  counfel.     When  there  is  bi  t  ._ 
onejpetitioner,  or  when  there  are  two,  and  they  unite,.. 
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in  the  fame  petition,  they  have  but  two  counfet 
And,  in  like  manner,  when  the  eleftion  of  two  fitting 
members  is  complained  of  on  the  fame  grounds, 
they  have  only  two  counfel. 

28.  In  mod  cafes  there  is  a  feparate  petition  from 
certain  electors,  or  perfons  claiming  a  right  to  vote, 
in  the  intereft  of  the  unfuccefsful  candidate.  They 
are  fpmetimes  allowed  one  counfel ;  but  they  are  not 
confidered  as  diftirift  parties,  fo  as  to  be  entitled  to 
ftrike  off  any  names  from  the  forty-nine. 

29.  When  there  are  two  petitioning  candidates, 
who  prefent  diftinft  petitions,  containing  different 
allegations,  each  of  them  is  entitled  to  two  counfel, 
and  the  committee  is  formed  as  defcribed  24,  25. 

30.  If  the  cafes  and  interefts  of  the  two  fitting 
members  are  diftinft,  each  of  them  likewifeis  allowed 
diftinft  counfel,  and  the  committee  is  formed  in  the 
fame  manner  23,  24. 

31.  When  the  committee  meets  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed by  the  houfe,  they  eleft  one  of  the  thirteen, 
who  were  chofen  by  lot,  to  be  their  chairman  ;  and, 
in  cafe  of  an  equality  of  voices,  the  member  who 
was  firft  drawn  has  a  calling  vote  at  this  eleftion  of 
a  chairman  :  and  there  is  a  fimilar  provifion,  if,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  caufe,  from  the  death  or  abfence  of 
the  firft,  there  (hould  be  occafion  to  eleft  a  new  one. 
This  is  all  the  bufinefs  which  is  done  that  day,  after 
which  the  committee  adjourns  till  the  next,commonly 
at  ten  o'clock,  and  continues  fitting  every  day  from 
ten  to  about  three. 

32.  They 
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32.  They  meet  every  day,  except  on  Sundays  and 
Chriftmas-day,  and  cannot  adjourn  for  more  than 
'twenty-four    hours,   exclufive  of  Sunday  or  Chrift- 

mas-day,  without  leave  obtained  from  the  houfe,  on 
•motion,  and  fpecial  caufe  afligned  for  a  longer  ad- 
journment. 

33.  No  member  can  abfent  himfclf  without  leave 
obtained  from  the  houfe,  or  an  excufe  allowed  on 
fpecial  cmfe  verified  upon  oath.  If  any  one  does* 
the  chairman  muft  report  it  to  the  houfe,  who  will 
direct  the  committee  to  proceed  without  him ;  and 
he  is  ordered  to  attend,  and  taken  into  the  cuftody 

:of  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  and  otherwife  puntfhed  at 
■the  difcretion  of  the  houfs,  unlefs  it  {hall  appear,  by 
: facts  verified  upon  oath,  that  his  abfence  was  occa- 
sioned by  fudden  accident  or  neceffity.  . 

34.  The  committee  can  never  fit  on  any  day, 
until  thofe  members  arc  affembled  who  have  not  been 
excufed  ;  and  if  they  do  not  all  meet  within  an  hour 
of  the  time  to  which  the  committee  adjourned,  they 
muft  adjourn  again,  the  chairmen  reporting  the 
caufe  of  fuch  adjournment  to  the  houfe. 

•  35.  xIf  more  than  two  members  are  abfent,  whe- 
ther on  leave,  or  not,  the  committee  muft  adjourn 
from  time  to  time,  until  thirteen  are  prefent. 
.  36.  In  cafe  the  number  of  the  members  be  reduced 
unavoidably,  by  death  or  otherwife,  under  thirteen, 
and  continue  fo  during  three  fitting  days,  that  com,- 
.mfttee  becomes  ipfo  fafto  di£Tolved,and  all  its  proceed- 
ings void  j  and  a  new  committee  muft  be  chofen. 

■37-1* 
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37.  If  the  cotpmittee  have  occafion.  to  m*kc  any^ 
application  or  report  to  the  houfe,  in  relation.  t<>  adr 
journment,  abfence  of  members,  or  aoiMttteadaa^ 
ox  mj&chaviour  of  witnefies,  and  the  houfe  fhall  be, 
ite  n  adjourned  for  more  than  three  days,  the  cook 
mittee  may  adjourn  to  the  day  appointed  for  (he. 
t&eeting  of  the  houfe* 

.  38.  The  committee  have  po^cr  to  fend  for  perfdji?^ 
papers,  and  records.  They  are  to  examine  all  the 
wicneffes  who  come  before  them  upw  oat)*,  and  to  pry- 
$he  merits  of  the  return,  or  the  ele&ion,  or  both. 

39.    The  regular  method  of  cpndudting  evcryu 
ravfe  feegas  to  be  this  1-^7— The  petition  or  petition? 
being  read,  if  the  right  of  ele&ion   b$  in  difpuce, 
and  there  is  a  laft  ^termination  of  the  hou&,  that  - 
too  is  read,  and  then  the  ftaadijig  wder  of  Jatj* 

,*6>  1734.. 

After  this,  the  fenior  counfel  for  the  petitioners, 
opens  their  cafe,  ftating  what  £a«5ls  they  mean  to, 
prove,  and  the  points  of  law  they  m«an  to  rely  upon. 

The  evidence  to  prove  the  cafe  of  the  petitioners 
is  then  gone  into,  whether  written,  or  oral,  and 
the  following  oath  is  adminiftered  to  every  witnefs : 

'**  The  evidence  you  fhall  give  to  this  committee 
Ci  (hall  he  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
"  but  the  truth.     fSp  help  you  God." 

If  the  examination  of  a.  witnefs  lads  most  thafr 
one  day,  or  if  the  fatpe  wknefs  is  called  more  than 
once,  on  different  days,  the  oath  i$  always,  admini- 
ftered, anew,  every  day* 
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When  *  vitaefi  is  under  examination  all  tfaofe 
Who  am  intended  to  be  called  afterwards  on  cither 
ikk,  are  ordered  to  withdraw ;  aftsr  wbich,  if  they 
remain  in  the  corartiittee-room,  their  evidence  will 
fiot  fae  received. 

la  examining  a  witnefs,  one  of  the  couofei,  whp 
calls  him,  begins.  He  is  then  crofs-exftmined  tp  the 
fame  facts  iby  the  counfel  on  the  other  fide,  and  alip 
<o  any  other  matter  which  he  thinks  of  ufe  to  the 
caufe  of  his  clients.  Then  the  counfel  who  begqp 
*$he  examination,  ^examines  him  to  the  new  siatter 
fuggefted  by  the  other  fide,  to  which  the  re-e*a*ifc- 
nation  muft  be  confined.  .  The  members  of  (the- 
committee  then  put  fuch  que&ions  as  occur  to  them; 
or  if  any  new  queftions  occur  to  any  of  the  counfel 
of  either  fide,  as  they  cannot  then  regularly  put 
them  themfdves,  they  fuggeft  them  to  one  of  the 
members  of  the  committee,  who  aiks  them  of  the 
witnefies. 

The  evidence  for  the  petitioners  being  doled,  the 
junior  couqfd  on  that  fide  funis  it  up,  and  draws 
his  conclufions  from  it,  agaioft  the  fittiag  member*, 
and  in  favour  of  his  own  clients* 

Then  the  fenior  counfel  for  the  fitting  members, 
after  remarking  upon  die  evidence  which  has  been 
produced,  ^nd  endeavouring  to  impeach  its  validity, 
or  the  conclufions  drawn  from  it,  proceeds  to  open 
the  cafe  againft  the  petitioners  (if  there  are  objec- 
tions, tither  to  their  digibility,  or  to  their  votes). 
Evidence  is  called  to  fupport  this  new  cafe,  which 

is 
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is'gone  through  in  the  manner  juft  defcribed.  Then 
the  junior  counfel,  on  the  fame  fide,  fums  it  up,  and 
the  fenior  counfel  for  the  petitioners  replies  to  the 
whole. 

When  there  is  only  one  petitioner  and  two  fitting 
members,  or  one  petitioner  and  one  fitting  mem- 
ber, the  order  of  the  proceeding  is  of  courfe  the 
fame  in  every  refpeft. 

40.  When  the  counfel  have  clofed  their  evidence 
and  arguments,  they  are  directed  to  withdraw,  and, 
the  court  being  cleared,  the  committee  fettle  their 
opinion  among  themfelves;  determining  any  point 
on  which  they  differ,  by  the  majority  of  voices.     If 

.  the  voices  are  equal,  the  chairman  has  a  calling  vote. 

41.  Though  the  eftablifhed  method  feems  to  be 
that  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners  begin  by  opening 
the  whole  of  their  cafe,  yet,  when  it  happens  to  con- 
fid:  of  feveral  queftions,  and  the  determination  of 
one  would  render  the  difcuflion  of  the  others  unne- 
ceffary,  (as,  for  inftance,  if  the  obje&ions  to  a  fit- 
ting member  are,  firft,  that  he  was  not  eligible,  and, 
fecondly,  that  he  had  not  the  majority  of  legal  votes,) 
the  committee  will  then,  with  the  confent  of  the 
parties,  divide  the  cafe  into  the  feparate  queftions. 
The  proceedings  on  each  feparate  queftion  are  exact- 
ly in  the  manner  which  has  been  defcribed  (39). 
When  the  committee  have  come  to  a  refolution 
upon  fuch  diftinft  queftion,  the  counfel  being  called 

•  in,  it  is  read  to  them  by  the  chairman.     When  the 
determination  of  the  firft  queftion  is  fufficient  for  the 

decU 
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decision  of  the  caufc,  the  others  are  not  proceeded 
upon. 

42.  If,  during  the  couirfe  of  the  evidence,  any  ob- 
jection is  taken  to  the  admiflibility  of  any  pare  of  it, 
both  the  counfel,  on  the  fide  from  whence  the  objec- 
tion comes,  fpeak  to  it,  and  being  anfwered  by  both 
the  counfel  on  the  other  fide,  the  fenior  replies  ;  and 
then,  if  there  appear  to  the  committee  any  difficulty 
on  the  fubje<£t,  the  court  is  cleared,  and  the  counfel, 
when  they  are  called  in  again,  receive  from  the  chair- 
man the  directions  of  the  committee,  whether  the  evi- 
dence is  to  be  admitted,  or  reje&ed. 

43.  If  any  perfon,  fummoned  as  a  witnefs  before 
the  committee,  prevaricate,  or  milbehave,  in  giving 
or  refufing  to  give  evidence,  the  chairman,  by  the 
diredtion  of  the  committee,  may,  at  any  time,  during 
the  courfe  of  the  caufe,  report  this  matter  to  the  houfe, 
for  the  interpofition  of  their  authority  or  cenfure. 

44.  The  report  of  the  committee,  containing  their 
determination,  whether  the  petitioners  or  fitting 
members,  or  either  of  them,  are  duly  returned,  or 
elefted,  or  whether  the  election  is  void,  is  conclu- , 
five  between  the  parties,  and  binding  on  the  houfe  : 
and  it  is  of  courfe  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Jour- 
nals, and  dire&ions  are  given  for  the  necdTary  alte- 
ration of  the  return,  or  for  ifiuing  a  new  writ,  as  the 
cafe  requires* 

45.  If  the  committee  come  to  any  refolution.be- 
fides  the  determination  juft  mentioned,  they  may, 
if  they  think  proper,  report  it  to  the  houfe,  at  the 
fame  time  that  their  chairman  communicates  fuch 
their  determination.  But  as  to  fuch  fpecial  reiblution, 

the 
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tike  houfe  is  fefc  at  liberty  either  to  difagrcfc  with* 
or  confirm  it. 

NtTftfBBR    OF  MtKfBEfe*  R*TtntNEl*  IK  THE  RztGftS 

of  Edwaro  I.  Henry  VI.  Henry  VIII.  &e. 

In  the  23d  year  of  kmg  Edward  I:  only  145  places 
returned  members  to  parliament,  and  in  the  25th 
and  26th  yeats  of  that  king  24  other  places  like* 
wife  fent  members. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  the  houfe  cOn* 
fitted  of  300  chofen  meal 

Of  about  the  fame  number  die  houfe  of  commons 
was  compofed  until  the  reign  of  king  Henry  V1IL 
when  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  the  27th  year 
of  that  king,  enabling  the  county  of  Monmouth  to 
fend  two,  and  the  town  of  Monmouth  to  fend  one 
member ;  and  alfo  twelve  counties  and  twelve  towns 
iir  Wales,  to  fend  one  member  each :  and  in  the 
34th  year  6f  that  king  an  a£  paffed,  enabling  the 
county  and  city  of  Chefter  to  fend  two  members 
each.  Subsequent  to  that  reign,  the  pra&ice  of  en- 
creafing  the  number  of  parliamentary  boroughs 
(probably  to  anfaer  fome  political  exigencies)  be* 
came  more  frequent,  either  by  reviving  the  right 
of  fortne  ancient  boroughs,  which  had  formerly  fent 
members,  but  had  long  difcontiriued  fo  to  do,  or  by 
creating  new  boroughs  by  letters  patent  from  the 
crown,  granting  the  privilege  of  fending  members  as 
.a  new  right. 

In  Sir  Edward  Coke's  time,  James  I.  the  reprcfen* 
tatives  were  493  ;  at  the  time  of  the  Union  513  ;  and 
by  5  Ann,  chap.  8,  45  Scotch  members  were  added  1 
which  makes  the  number  at  this  time  558. 

By 
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fey  fchefe  means,  from  the  reign  of  king  Henry 
VlII.  to  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  there  was  an 
^encrcafc  of  more  than  2do  members  to  that  houfe. 
For  the  particulars,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  pre- 
face to  GlanvillSs  Reports,  from  which  the  following 
ibmmary  is  taken : 


Restored. 

Created. 

fey  King  Hen.  VIII 

i 

By  King  Henry  VIII. 

n 

Edw.  VI. 

so 

Edw.  VI. 

23 

t^gcen  Maty 

4 

Queen  Mary 

l7 

EUfc. 

12 

Eliz. 

48 

King  James  I. 

16 

King  James  I. 

11 

Char.  I. 

18 

Chat.  II. 

€ 

7*  H3 

7* 
Total  reftored  and  created  in  thefe  reigns  215 

Raines  Of  the  places  in  the  following  Counties  that 
.  have  long  difcentinued  to  return  members,  and 
have  not  had  that  privilege  reftored ;  from .  the 
preface  to  Glanville's  Reports,  wherein  ic  is  faid 
to  have  been  taken  from  the  bundle  of  writs  re* 
maining  hi  the  office  of  the  king's  remembrancer, 
in  the  Exchequer. 

In  Cumberland — Egrcmond. 
Devonftiire^— Aflipertont  Sutton,  Torriton. 
Dorfetflrire — Blandford. 

Hampfliire — Alresford,Alton,  Bafingftpke,  Overton. 
Hereford(hire-^Ledbury. 
Kent — Tunbridge.  . 
.    Northumberland — Bamburg,  Canebrig.  • 
Somerfet  County — Axebrugg. 
Southampton  County — See  Hampflhire. 
Wiltfhire— Bradford. 
Worcefterlhire— Brem,  Duddeiegh,  Kiddcrtninfter, 

Perfhore. 
Yorkftitre— Jarwall,  Pickering,  Tyckhull. 
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OBSERVATIONS    ON    THE    PRESENT  WoRlt* 

Immediately  after  the  account  of  the  firft  repre-. 
fentation  of  every  place,  are  references  to  all  the  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  controverted  ele&ions,  and  all  the 
new  writs  that  iffued  on  feats  being  vacated  by  death, 
cxpulfion,  accepting  of  places  of  preferment,  or  being 
called  up  to  the  houfeof  peers. 

All  the  proceedings  that  have  ever  been  upon  elec- 
tion matters  are  referred  to,  by  fhewing  the  time 
when  they  happened,  and  the  volume  of  the  Journals 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  where  they  are  to  be  found* 
•Every  one  converfant  with  the  Journals,  knows,  that 
there  is  an  index  to  every  feffion,  commonly  called 
'the  fejftonal  index.  If  he  fhould  want  to  fee  at  large 
in  the  Journal  any  proceeding  referred  to,  by  having 
the  time  and  volume,  and  looking  into  the  feffional 
index  for  the  correfpondent  time  and  volume,  cither 
tinder  the  word  eleftiom,  the  name  of  the  place,  or  the 
word  writSy  he  will  fee  the  day  of  the  month  when  the 
matter  wanted,  happened,  and  confequently  may  find 
the  page  of  the  Journal  where  it  is  to  be  found* 

With  regard  to  the  publication  itfelf,  the  principal 
defign  of  it  is,  to  comprife  in  one  volume  whatever 
may  be  neceffary  to  the  objeft  it  embr  xes,  and  to 
make  it  anfwer  every  purpofe  of  all  the  various  books 
that  have  been  written  on  the  fubjeft,  which  are 
equally  voluminous  and  expenfive ;  and  if  it  can  be 
thought  to  have  attained  that  end,  the  Editor  will 
have  compafled  every  thing  he  had  in  view* 

Mercb,   j  784. 
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Counties,  Cities,  and  Boroughs, 

REPRESENTED  IN  PARLIAMENT. 
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THIS  borough  is  in  Berkfhire,  and  was 
incorporated  and  enabled  to  fend  one. 
burgefs  to  Parliament  in  the. 2d  and  3d  of 
Philip  and  Mary.  The  right  of  eledtion  is  in 
the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  re- 
ceiving alms  or  any  charity.  The  word  Bur- 
gefs extends  to  the  inhabitants  within  the  bo- 
rough*, and  the  electors  are  fuppofed  to  b« 
about  fix  hundred  in  number. 

B  What 


£  ABtNGDOtf. 

What  it  is  to  pay  /cot  and  lot,  or  to  pay  fcot 
and  bear  lot,  is  no  where  exa&ly  defined.  It  is 
probable,  that,  from  fignifying  fome  fpecial  mu- 
nicipalor  parochial 'tax  or  duty,  they  came  in  time 
to  be  ufed,  in  a  popular  fenfe,  to  comprehend 
generally  the  burthens  to  which  the  inhabitants 
of  a  borough  or  parifh,  as  fuch,  were  liable. 
What  feems  the  proper  interpretation  is,  that 
by  perfons  paying^/  and  lot,  thofe  are  meant 
tohofe  circumftances  are  fufficiently  independent 
to  enable  them  to  contribute*  in  general,  to  fuch 
taxes  and  burthens  as  they  are  liable  to  as  in- 
habitants of  the  place.  In  Scotland,  when  a 
perfon  petitions  to  be  admitted  a  bufgefs  of  a 
royal  borough*  he  engages  he  will  "fcot  and 
lot,"  that  is*  watch  and  ward}  and  by  ftatute 
1 1  Geo.  I.  chapter  xViii.  fe&ion  9,  it  is  afcer- 
tained,  that,  in  the  ele&ion  of  reprefentatives 
for  the  city  of  Londofl,  the  legiflature  iindef- 
ftoodyfo/  and  lot  to  be  as  here  explained. 

Alms  means  parochial  collection,  of  parftti 
relief  5  and  charity  fignifies  Aims  arifing  from 
the  revenue  of  certain  fpecific  fums  which  have 
been  eftabiiflied  or  bequeathed  for  the  purpofe 

of  affifting  the  poor* 

■  '* 
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References  to  the  Journals  of  tie  House 
-    of  Commons,  for  the  principal  Matters 
rejfeSting  the  Ele&ions  of  this  Borough. 

Year.   Vol.       Year.  VoL      Year.   Vol. 

1698  12  1727     21 

1705  15  1762     29 

1708  16  1768     32 

1710  16  1770     32 

ijzz  20  1774-535 

1688-9  10         1723  20 

Subftance  of  the  Cafe  of  the  UJl  controverted 
Eleftiou. 

On  Saturday  the  4th  of  March*  1774*5,  the 
^petition  of  Nathaniel  Bay  ley,  Efq.  was  read,  . 
Jetting  forth,  that  at  the  lad  eledion  for  the 
boropgh  of  Abingdon,  in  the  county  of  Berks, 
the  petitioner  and  John  Mayor,  Efq.  were  can- 
didates, Mr.  Mayor  being  then  high  fherijf  of 
the  county  if  Berks. 

There  were  two  queftions  in  this  cafe : 

I.  Whether  the  high  fheriff  of  a  county 
may  be  chofen  to  ferve  ip  parliament 
for  .a  borough  within  his  county  ? 

B  2  2.  Whether, 


4  ABINGDON. 

2.  Whether,  if  he  is  not  eligible,  bn  fuch 
notice  as  was  given  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
the  votes  for  him  are  thrown  away,  and 
the  other  candidate,  who  had  a  fmaller 
number  of  legal  votes,  duly  elefted  :  or 
whether  it  is  a  void  eledtion  ? 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  argued,  that, 
by  an  exprefs  claufe  in  the  writ  of  ele&ion,  the 
choice  of  fheriffs  is  prohibited ;  and  that  this 
claufe  has  made  part  of  the  writ  for  above  three 
centuries;  and  that  previous  to,  and  inde- 
pendent of,  the  ordinancp  or  ftatute  of  the 
46th  of  Edward  III.  fheriffs  were  ineligible 
at  common  law.  Sir  Edward  Coke,  fheriff 
of  Buckinghamfliire,  they  admitted,  had  been 
returned  for  Norfolk  in  the  fecond  year  of 
Charles  L  and  that  he  fat  till  the  diffolufion 
of  that  parliament;  but  that  his  right  to  fit 
had  been  called  in  queftion,  and  both  in  the 
Journals,  and  in  the  Debates,  and  the  writings 
of  his  contemporaries,  he  is  talked  of  as  only  a 
member  defafto. 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  member  con- 
tended, that  it  was  not  necefTary  to  comply 
exadtly  with  the  letter  of  the  writ ;  if  it  was,  it 

might 
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might  be  made  an  obje<5lion  to  the  ele&ion  for 
a  county,  that  a  (heriff  has  not  returned  <f  two 
knights  girt  with  /words  $"  and,  by  the  words 
of  the  writ  for  Abingdon,  the  flieriff  was  com- 
manded to  return  two  burgefles,  and  yet  no  one 
would  infift  on  a  compliance  with  that  injunc- 
tion, lince  that  borough  has  only  a  right  of 
fending  one.  They  denied  the  a£t  of  the  46th 
of  Edward  III.  to  be  a  ftatute,  and  {hewed, 
that  Mr.  Child,  being  flieriff  of  Warwickfhire, 
was  chofen  and  returned  for  Wells,  in  the 
county  of  Somerfet :  he  was  petitioned  againft  ; 
but  it  was  adjudged  that  he  was  duly  ele&ed. 
It  was  alfo  ftated  by  them,  that  fince  the  ftatute 
of  the  23d  of  Henry  VI.  the  fheriff  is  in  no 
refped;  the  returning  officer  for  boroughs :  he 
is  obliged  to  accept  the  return  fent  him,  with 
his  precept,  and  is  merely  the  conduit  pipe  to 
convey  it  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown.  The 
counfel  further  obferved,  that  if  (heriffs  could 
not  be  chofen  members  of  parliament,  the 
crown  would  be  able  to  prevent  any  one  from 
being  ele&ed,  by  taking  care  to  make  him  a 
Sheriff  before  the  ele&ion;  by  which  means,  in 
bad  times,  every  friend  to  the  rights  of  the 
people  might  be  excluded  from  fitting  in  the 

houfe  of  commons. 

B  3  On. 


6  AGMONDESHAM, 

On  Monday  the  6th  of  March,  the  committee, 
by  ther  chairman,  informed  the  houfe,  that  they 
had  determined,  that  neither  the  fitting  member 
nor  the  petitioner  were  duly  elected  ;  and  that 
the  eledlion  was  void. 


AGMONDESHAM. 

THE  borough  of  Agmondefham,  or  Amer^ 
{ham,  is  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  and 
returns  two  members,  the  right  of  election  be^ 
ing  in  thofe  inhabitants  only  who  pay^/fo*  and 
lot.  It  returned  members  to  ferve  in  parliament 
in  the  28th  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the  ift  and  2d  of 
Edward  II.  according  to  the  lift  given  in  by 
Mr.  Prynney  in  the  fourth  part  of  his  Calendar 
of  Parliamentary  Writs  \  but  in  his  Brevia  Parlia- 
mentaria  Rediviva,  he  writes  the  return  of  the 
iheriff  of  Bucks  26  Edward  I.  The  number 
of  the  electors  are  fuppofed  to  be  one  hundred 
and  thirty. 

This  borough  difcontinued  fending  any  mem- 
bers  to  parliament  for  the  fpace  of  four  hun- 
dred years;  but  the  right  of  it  to  return  two  mem- 
bers 
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fcef9  feeing  djfcovered  by  a  fearch  made  in  the 
Towc^  of  London,  amongfl;  the  ancient  parlia- 
mentary writs,  by  Mr.  HakeweJl,  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  a  warrant  under  the  fpeaker's  hand  was 
made  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  the  chancery, 
&r  making  out  a  writ  for  two  members  to  be 
returned  for  this  borough  of  Agmondefliam, 
agreeable  to  their  ancient  right* 


References  to  the  Jojjtrjjals. 

Year,  Vol,       Year.  Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

1658     7           1700  1$ 

1727  21 

*f669     9           »7°*   *3 

1728  21 

i£8©    9          1702  14 

1734  22 

16S5      9               I705    1£ 

*74S  25; 

1690  10.          1717  18 

1754  26, 

(698  1  a          1722  20 

1767  3< 

1700  13 

SAINT    ALBANS., 

'  1  *HIS  borough  is  in  the  qounty  of  Hertford, 
,     is:  a  very  ancient  one,  and  was  (o  at  the , 
time  of  the  firfl  writ  for  ele&ing  citizens  and 
feurgeffes,  in  the  23d  of  Edward  I.     Whether- 
i£  was  furpmpned  at  that  time  i$  ujiqetfain.   Mr. 

B  4,  Pryfln? 


8      t        SAINT    ALBANS. 

Prynnre  writes,  the  firft  return  he  meets  with  of 
the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  relating  to  this  borpugh, 
is  in  the  28th  of  Edward  I.  thdugh  he  appre- 
hends the  fuggeftion  of  returning  members  be- 
fore the  3  5th  of  Edward  I.  to  be  falfe,  and  that 
the  return  of  the  flierifF  of  the  county  of 
Hertford  to  his  writ  28  Edward  I.  feems  to 
make  it  appear  fo ;  for  they  then  had  a  writ, 
but  made  no  return.  Mr.  Prynne  alfo  intimates, 
that  this  was  the  king's  opinion,  who  directed 
the  Rolls  to  be  fearched  ;  and  that  they  made  no 
returns  until  the  firft  of  Edward  II.  from  which 
year,  till  the  5th  of  that  king,  they  returned, 
and  ceafed  afterwards,  until  King  Edward  VI. 
reftored  and  incorporated  it,  and  from  that  time 
it  has  ever  returned  members. 

The  number  of  the  eledtors  are  fuppofed  to 
be  one  thoufand  ;  and  the  following  refolutions 
have  been  made  refpedling  the  right  of  eledtions 

"  Lunae,  10  die  Martis,  1700. 
"  Refolved,  that  the  right  of  electing  burgeffes 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  St. 
Albans,  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  free- 
men, and  fuch  houfeholders  only  as  pay  fcot 
and  lot." 

«<  Sabbati, 


€C 
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<c  Sabbati,  24  die  Novembris,  1 705. 
Refolved,  that  the  right  of  ele&ing  burgefles 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  St. 
Albans,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  in  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  fuch  freemen  only  as  have 
a  right  to  freedom  by  birth  or  fervice,  or  have  it 
by  redemption,  in  order  to  tracje  or  inhabit 
within  the  faid  borough,  and  in  the  houfeholders 
paying  fcot  and  lot." 

u  Martis,  27  die  Aprilis,  17 14. 
€C  Refolved,  that  the  right  of  ele&ion  of  mem~ 
bers  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  6£ 
St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  in  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen,  and  fuch  houfe^ 
holders  only  as  pay  fcot  and  lot." 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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ALD- 


(     io     ) 

ALDB0R0UGH,  in  ftifibtfc.       ' 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  oi[ 
Suffolk,  and  never  appears  to  have  been^ 
reprcfented  in  parliament  until  the  13th  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  when  two  burgefles  were  re- 
turned to  the  parliament,  which  begai)  on  the 
2d  of  April,  1 57 1.  The  ek&ors  are  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  on  the  23d  of  December 
*7°9>  the  hqufe  determined,  iC  that  the  right 
of  election  is  in  the  bailiffs  %  burgeffes^  andjnement 
not  receiving  alms. 

On  the  16th  of  Juas  yj  15,  a  report  w# 
made  from  the  committee  of  privileges  and 
ele&ions,  on  a  petition  from  the  borough ;  by 
which  it  appears,  that  an  attempt  had  been, 
made,  notwithftanding  the  determination  of 
1709,  to  limit  the  right  to  the  burgefles  resident. 
This  attempt  had  fucceeded  with  the  cosanjittee; 
but  they  were  fenfiWe,  that  the  wojds  ufed  in 
1709  would  not  admit  of  fuch  a  limited  f^nfc  : 
they  did  not,  therefore,  make  an  explanatory  re* 
folution  ;    but  they  firft  refolved, 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that, 
the  right  of  election  of  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
liament 


ALDBOROUGH.  u 

foment  for  the  fcbrough  of  Aldbor ough,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  is  not  in  the  bailiffs,  burgefles, 
and  freemen  of  the  faid  borough,  not  receiving 

And  then,  having  removed  the  former  deter* 
minktion  out  of  their  way,  they  proceeded  to 
another  refolution,  viz. 

"  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  thif 
committee,  that  the  right  of  election  of  mem* 
bets  to  fcrve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Aldborougb,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  is  in  the 
bailiffs  and  burgeffes  refident  within  the  faid 
borough,  and  not  receiving  alms." 

The  houfe  did  not  agree  to  either  of  the  re- 
folotions  of  the  committee ;  fo  that  the  deter* 
npdaadon  of  1709  continues  to  be  the  laft  de* 
termination  of  the  houfe  of  the  right  of  ele&ion 
in  Aidborough. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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ALD- 


(      I*      ) 

ALDBOROUGH,    in  Yorkfhire. 

THIS  borough  never  appears  to  have  been 
reprefented  in  parliament  until  the  year 
1758.  ,  It  fends  two  members,  chofen  by  all  the 
inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot,  who  are  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  number. 

The  houfe  refolved  in  the  year  1769,  that  the 
right  of  ele&ion  lay  in  all  the  inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot  only;  but  in  1690,  it  was  debated, 
«c  whether  the  right  of  election  was  in  zjele£t 
number  of  burgeffes  holding  by  burgage  tenure 
in  the  faid  borough,  or  in  all  the  inhabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot  -,"  and  the  committee  and 
houfe  came  to  the  following  refolution,  "  that 
all  the  inhabitants,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  have  a 
right  to  vote  in  ele&irfg  members  of  parliament." 
References  to  /^Journals. 


Year.  Vol. 

Year. 

Vol, 

Year.  .  Vol. 

1645       4 

1696 

11 
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1743     24 
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17 
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18 
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AND  OVER. 

(  n  >; 

A  N  D  O  V  E  R. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Hants,  and  has  fent  two  burgeffes  to  par- 
liament from  the  firft  ever  fummoned  by  Ed- 
ward I.  but  in  the  firft  parliament  of  Edward 
II.  it  dffcontinued  returning  any  members, .  It 
doth  not  appear  in  what  manner  this  borough 
was  reftored,  nor  do  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  afford  any  account  thereof,  nor 
any  thing  relating  to  the  election,  until  the  30th 
of  April,  1 64 1 .  The  right  of  ele&ion  is  /»..  th< 
bailiffs  and  afeleft  number  of  burgeffes  only. 
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(  '*  ) 

A  N  G  L  E  S  E  A. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  twelve  Welch  coun- 
ties empowered  to  fend  a  knight  of  the 
fliire  to  parliament  by  the  ftatute  of  27th  of 
Henry  VIII.  The  firft  return  was  in  the  33d 
of  that  king.  There  does  not  appear  to  havfc 
been  aay  contefted  ele&ion  for  this  county  until 
the  prefent  century:  hut  it  appears  that  the 
principality  of  Wales  returned  reprefentatives  to 
parliament  as  early  as  the  15th  year  of  Ed- 
Ward  II.  twelve  out  of  each  province  of  $T6rth 
and  South  Wales  %  but  whether  they  were 
chofen  by  the  particular  counties  or  provinces 
is  uacertaio,  nor  were  there  after  any  farther 
returns  till  King  Henry  VIII.'s  time,  as  before 
mentioned. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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1724     fto         1727    21  1770    32, 


APPLEBY. 


(  n  ) 

Appleby. 

THIS  was  a  borough,  and  a  mayor  town* 
and  fent  members  23d  Edward  I.  and 
has  continued  fo  to  do  till  this  time.  The 
toumber  of  voters  are  one  hundred  and  twenty; 
and  the  right  of  election  is  in  thofe  holding 
burgage  tenure. 
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• 

A 

R  U  N  D 

E  L. 

THIS  borowgh  is  in  the  ooMty  of  Suticx* 
and  hath  fent  burgeffes  from  the  time  of 
King  Edward  I.  There  are  no  memoirs  con* 
cerning  its  eledions  till  1623.     The  right  of 

ele<aion 


i6  ASHBURTON. 

cledtion  is  only  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  /aid 
Borough  paying  fcot  and  lot,  who  are  about  two 
hundred  in  number. 
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23 
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2 
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i >«'  ■  ' 

ASHBURTON. 

npHIS  borough  is  in  Devonshire,  and  re- 
-**  turned  burgefles  in  the  26th  of  Edward 
I.  and  intermitted  till  the  8th  of  Henry  IV.  and 
then  ceafed  until  1640,  when  it  was  reftored. 
The  voters  are  about  two  hundred ;  and  the 
two  following  refolutions  have  been  made  re- 
fpeding  the  right  of  election.  In  the  year 
1707,  it  was  determined,  that  the  right  of 
eledion  lay  in  the  freeholders  having  lands  or 
tenements  holden  of  the  faid  borough  only  ;  but  in 
the  year  17 10,  the  houfe  of  commons  alfb 
refolved, "  that  the  freeholders  of  the  lands  and 

tenements 
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Yenfements  called  Hal/hanger  arid  Molwett 
Lands 9  lying  within  the  borough  of  Alhburtotr, 
and  fobjeft  to  pay  a  borough  rent,  have  a  right 
tto  vdtfe  for  meriiberS  to  ferve  in  parliament;" 

References  to  the  Journals; 
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AYLESBURY* 

TH 1 S  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Buck- 
ingham. Itwas  incorporated  by  Queen 
Mary  in  the  year  1553,  and  fertt  representatives 
to  parliament  the  next  year.  They  Were  chofeii 
by  the  bailiff,  nine  aldermen^  and  twelve  bur- 
gefles  5  but,  by  negleft  of  keeping  up  the  com* 
iriiinity,  the  corporation  becatlie  difiblved. 
There  are  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  voters,. 
The  right  of  election  »  in  all  the  boufebojders  6f 
ibe  /aid  borough  not  rec*ivin%  alms,     All  per* 

C  fan* 


18  BANBURY. 

fons  receiving  alms  without  the  borough  of 
Aylefbury,  purfuant  to  the  will  of  Mr.  Bedford, 
or  any  other  perfons  receiving  any  other  charity 
annually  diftributed  within  the  faid  town,  are, 
in  refpe&  thereof,  alfo  difabled  from  voting  in 
the  ele&ion  of  burgefles  to  fcrve  in  parliament 
for  the  faid  borough. 
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BANBURY. 

THIS  borough  was  incorporated  by  Queen 
Mary,   and  then  had  the   privilege  of 
fending  one  member  to  parliament.    The.  right 
of  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  ca- 
pital 
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pital  burgejpfes  only,  no  more  than  nineteen  in 
number. 
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BARNSTAPLE. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
and  was  firft  incorporated  by  King 
Henry  I.  King  John  afterwards  gave  it  a 
mayor;  and  Queen  Mary  ordained  two  alder- 
men and  a  common  council.  All  its  privileges 
have  been  ratified  by  King  James  I.  It  hath 
been  reprefented  in  parliament  from  the  28th 
of  KiAg  Edward  I.  to  this  time.  The  right  of 
ele&ion  is  in  the  corporation  and  burgefles, 
about  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix  in  number, 
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BATH. 

THIS  city  is  in  the  county  of  Somcrfeti 
and  has  been  a  city  from  the  time  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  or  his  fucceffor  Rufiis. 
It  has  returned  members  to  parliament  from 
the  26th  of  Edward  I.  and  fo  continued  to  do 
till  this  time.  The  ancient  method  of  eledion 
was  by  the  mayor  and  three  citizens  being  fent 
from  hence  to  the  county  court,  who,  in  the 
name  of  the  community,  and  by  affent  of  the 
community,  returned  their  reprefentatives. 
The  laft  charter  of  incorporation  is  32 
Elizabeth;  In  the  year  1706  it  was  deter- 
mined by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  the 
right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
common  councili    The  number  of  ele&ors  are 

;  thirty. 
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BEAUMARIS. 

BY  an  aft  of  parliament  in  the  27  th  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  q.  26,  the  twelve  counties, 
and  as  many  tojwgs  in  Wajes^  were  privilege^ 
to  fend  members  to  parliament.  The  firft  re- 
turns were  in  the  33d  of  King  Henry  VIII.  and 
Newborough,  now  a  decayed  village,  was  the 
town  of  the  county  of  Anglefea  $  but  being  ex- 
empted by  adt  of  parliament  the  2d  of  Edward 
VI.  the  privilege  was  limited  to  this  borough, 
which,  has  returned  ever  fince.  The  right  of 
election  is  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  capital 
^urgeffes  of  the  fa*l  borough,  twenty-four  ii^ 
(lumber. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 

THIS  county  was  joined  under  the  fame 
fheriff  with  the  county  of  Bucks,  and 
hath  returned  reprefentatives  from  the  time  of 
the  firft  fummons  to  parliament  in  the  zzd  of 
Edward  I. 
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BEDFORD    TOWN. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  fo  called, 
and  was  made  capable  of  fending  bur- 
geffesto  parliament  fo  early  as  the  23d  of 
Edward  L  which  it  has  continued  to  do  ever 
fince.  It  is  a  corporation,  confifting  of  a 
mayor,  recorder,  deputy  recorder,  two  bailiffs, 
thirteen  common-council  men,  and  an  uncertain 
number  of  aldermen,  but  not  to  exceed  twelve. 
By  a  refolution  of  the  12  th  of  April,  1690*  it 
was  refolvcd,  that  the  right  of  election  lay  in 
the  burgejfes,  freemen,  and  inhabitants,  being 
houfeholders  of  Bedford*  mt  receiving  alms  -,  and 
by  another  refolution  of  the  15th  of  March, 
1775,  it  was  refolved,  €t  That  perfons  receiving 
Sir  William  Harpurs  charity  are  not  thereby 
difqualified,  within  the  meaning  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  1 2th  April,  1690,  from  voting 
for  members  of  parliament  For  Bedford." 

The  difference  between  a  burgefs  and  a  free- 
man in  Bedford  is,  that  all  the  fons  of  a  burgefs 
are  entitled  to  be  burgeffes,  and  only  the  eldeft 
fon  of  a  freeman  is  entitled  to  be  a  freeman. 
The  magiftrates  are  all  chofen  out  of  the  bur- 
geffes ;  and  in  J775  the  committee  for  deter- 
C  4  mining 
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mining  controverted  elections  were  of  opinion* 
tljat  the  words  boufeholders  do  not  refer  to  bur* 
gejfcs  and  freemen]  but  to  inhabitants  only. 
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Subjlance  of  the  loft  Cafe  concerning  the  EleSlions 
of  Bedford.     ' 

The  petitioners  were,  Samuel  Whitbread, 
Ef(j.  and  John  Howard,  Efq.  and  certain  bur- 
gefles,  freemen,  and  inhabitants,  being  free- 
holders of  Bedford,  and  eleftors  for  that 
borough. 

The  petition  of  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr. 
Howard  accufed  the  returning  officer  of  par- 
tiality, and  the  fitting  members  of  bribery. 
The  other  alleged,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  other  officers  of  the  borough,  had,  previous 
to  the  ele&ion,  got  a  majority  of  pretended 
cledors  under  thsir  own  influence,  with  a  de^. 


BEDlFORD    TOWN.         a$ 

fign  to  render  the  ele&ion  of  the  members  for 
the  borough  fubfervient  to  the  will  of  the  cor- 
poration -,  that  they  had  corruptly  made  offers 
to  one  or  more  perfons  to  procure  them  to  be 
elected,  in  confideration  of  a  large  fum  of  mo- 
ney to  be  paid  them;  and  that  the  returning 
officers  had  been  guilty  of  corrupt,  partial,  and 
illegal  practices. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  contended, 
firft,  that  the  expreffion,  V,  being  boufe holders  of 
Bedford"  was  to  be  applied  as  well  to  the 
burgejfes  and  freemen  as  to  the  inhabitants ;  or, 
in  other  words,  that  non-refident  burgefles  and 
freemen  have  no  right  to  vote. 

The  committee  declared  themfelves  fatisfied 
of  the  ufage  fince  1730 ;  and  the  counfel  did 
not  produce  any  evidence  to  (hew  that  at  any 
previous  period  the  ufage  was  that  non-refident 
burgefles  and  freemen  were  not  admitted  to 
vote. 

The  fecond  point  was,  that  the  corporation 
of  Bedford  could  not  admit  burgefles  or  free- 
men, unlefs  perfons  who  had  either  an  ante- 
cedent inchoate  right  by  birth  or  fervitude,  or 
who  had  acquired  fuch  a  right  by  redemption, 
that  is,  by  paying  a  real  fubftantial  confidera- 
tion 
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tion  in  money  for  their  freedom :  that  hono- 
rary burgefles  and  freemen,  therefore,  were,  in 
fad,  neither  burgefles  nor  freemen,  and  could 
have  no  right  to  vote. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  next  con- 
tended, that  the  votes  of  thofe  who  had  been 
Qbjedted  to  as  non-rejident  and  as  honorary  bur* 
gefles  or  freemen,  were  alfo  void,  as  being 
occaiional. 

The  committee  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
words,  "  being  houfeholders  of  Bedford"  con- 
tained in  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons of  the  12th  of  April,  1690,  does  not  refer 
to  the  burgejfes  and  freemen,  but  to  the  inha- 
bitants only. 

.  They  likewife  faid  (though  not  in  the  formal 
words  of  a  refolution),  u  That  they  were  clear 
in  their  opinion,  that  the  objedion  of  occa- 
fipnality  did  not  lie  againft  freemen  made  above 
a  year  before  the  election." 

They  delivered  no  opinion  concerning  the 
right  of  the  corporation  to  make  honorary  bur- 
gefles and  freemen. 

A  fourth  point  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners 
put,  was,  whether  the  perfons  having  received 
a  charity,  called  Harpur's  charity,  within  a 

year 
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year  before  the  election,  were  entitled  to  vote, 
or.  whether  fach  perfons  are  difqualified  under 
the  words  "  receiving  ahm"  in  the  laft  de- 
termination. 

The  committee  were  of  opinion,  u  That 
perfons  receiving  Sir  William  Harpars  cha- 
rity* are  not  thereby  difqualified,  Within  the 
meaning  of  the  determination  of  the  iatb 
April,  1690,  from  voting  for  members  of  par- 
liament for  Bedford.' ' 

The  counfel  for  .the  petitioners  alfo  con- 
tended, that  they  ought  to  add  36  voters  (in- 
habitants and  houfeholders)  to  the  poll,  who 
had  been  reje&ed  becaufe  they  had  come  into 
the  parishes  where  they  refide  in  Bedford  with 
certificates  from  other  parifhes.  To  this  the 
leading  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  agreed, 
and  alfo  admitted  that  the  majority  then  ftoocT 
in  favour  of  the  petitioners  ;  but  they  had  many 
votes  they  intended  to  objedt  to,  which  had 
been  given  in  favour  of  the  petitioners,  on 
which  they  proceeded  to  add  other  votes  which 
had  been  rcje&ed  by  the  returning  officers. 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  members 
went  through  their  evidence  and  arguments  on 
fcveral  new  heads  of  obje&ion. 

The 
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The  different  points  in  this  laft  part  of  the 
cafe,  and  the  evidence  and  arguments  con- 
cerning them,  were  as  follow  :    . 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  endeavoured  to  i 
fiipport,  and  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  members 
objected  to,  the  votes  o£ 

Vlth  Point, .  Perfons.  having  received  of  & 
charity  called  Hawes's  charity. 

VH.  Perfons  having  received  of  a  charity 
called  Welborris  charity. 

VIII.  The  matter  and  brethren  of  an  hofpital 
called  St.  John's  Hofpital. 

IX.  Freemen  whp  bad  received  pari(h  reK$f$ 

within  a  year  before  the  eledion. 

X.  Freemen  who  had  an  inchoate  right  to  their. 

freedbmj  but  were  admitted  in  a  particular  way, 
different  from  the  cuftomary  mode  of  admiflionfor 
fuch  freemen,  and  within  a  year  before  the  election. 
The  committee  determined, 

I.  That,  the  perfons  who  received  Hawes's 
charity  were  not  thereby  difqualified. 

II.  That  the  perfons  who  voted,  having  t£* 
ceived  Welborn's  charity,  were  thereby  difqua- 
lifted. 

III.   That  the  mafter  and  brethren  of  Saint 
John's  Hofpital  were  not  difqualified  from  voting, 

IV.  That 
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IV.  That  the  word  "alms,"  in  the  refolutioii 
of  1690,  refers  to  burgefles  and  freemen,  as  well 
is  to  inhabitahts,  hotifeholders  of  Bedford. 

V.  That  the  fix  perfons  who  tendered  their 
votes  at  the  laft  eledion,  being  admitted  within 
the  year,  or  twelvemonth,  by  the  common 
council,  had  not  a  right  to  vote. 

The  committee  like  wife  refolved,  that  they 
would  not  rejeft  any  perfon's  vote  (not  other- 
wife  difqualified)  for  receiving  alms,  provided 
he  had  not  received  the  feid  alms  within  the 
year. 

The  committee  determined,  That  Sir  William 
Wakey  Bart,  was  duly  eledted  ;  and 

That  Samuel  Whitbread%  Efq;  the  petitionee 
was  duly  ele&ed,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned. 
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THIS  is  a  very  ancient  borough^  fituated  in> 
the  county  of  Wilts,  and  fent  burgefles 
to  parliament  in  the  30th  year  of  King  Edward 
I.  alfo  to  the  ift  and   8th  of  Edward  II.  and 
33d,  36th,and  37th  of  Edward  III.  to  the  6th 

and 
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and  7th  of  King  Richard  II.  and  after  the  10th 
year  of  that  King  intermitted  until  the  9th  of 
Henry  V.  except  the  firft  of  Henry  IV.  and  fo 
continued  until  the  1 2th  of  Henry  IV. 

There  are  eighty  eleSiors,  and  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  burgage  meffuages. 
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BEREALSTON. 

J  \  'H I S  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Devon : 
JL  it  is  a  very  fmall  place,  and  never  returned 
members  to  parliament  till  the  27th  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  when  it  was  fummoned  fo  to  do. 
The  right  of  eledtion  is  in  the  freehold  tenants 

of 
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of  the  faid  borough,  Riding  by  burgage  te- 
nure, and  paying.  threerpgnce  per  annuin,  or 
more,  ancient  burgage-xent,  to  the  lord  of  the 
faid  borough,  and  in  them  only.  There  are 
about  feventy  ele&ors. 
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BERKSHIRE/ 

FTpHIS  county  was  jqined  in  the  fame  writ 
-*■  with  Oxon,  and  hath  returned  knights  of 
the  (hire  to  parliament  from  the  time  of  the 
firft  fummons  of  that  fort,  in  the  2  2d  of 
Edward  I. 

References 


i» 


BERWICK  UPON 

TWEED. 
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BERWICK   UPON  TWfi£D. 

THIS  borough  was  taken  from  the  Scots  iri 
the  24th  year  of  King  Edward  I.  and  hag 
belonged  to  England  ever  fince,  and  was  incor- 
porated by  charter  2  James  I.  which  was  con- 
firmed by  a#r  of  parliament.  The  firft  return 
of  burgefiefc  to  parliament  was  in  the  time 
of  Henry  VIII.  The  right  of  eledion  is  ift 
the  freemen,  about  five  hundred  in  number. 
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BEVERLEY. 
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BEVERLEY. 
*TPH  I  S  .borough  is  in  the  county  of  York, 
and  feat  burgeffes  to  aU  King  Edward  I.'s 
parliaments.  It  had  three  fummons  in  Ed- 
ward II/s  time,  but  made  no  returns  i  nor  from 
thence  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  tin^e ;  and  in  thp 
6th  year  of  that  reign  it  was  reftored.  The 
right  of  election  is  'in  the  corporation  and  free*- 
men,  of  whom  there  are  about  twelve  hundred* 
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THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Worr 
cefter  ;  and  Dodtor  Willis  writes,  that 
Mr.  Prynne  has  fet  it  down  to  have  anciently 
tent  a  reprcfeiitative  to  parliament,  but  he  is 
fuppofed  to  be  tniftaken.  Mr.  Bohun  writes 
alfo,  that  it  returned  two  members  in  the  26th 
of  Edward  I.  Mr.  Carew  fays,  as  to  the  for* 
mer,  he  cannot  find  any  grounds  for  the  afler- 

t)  tionj 
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tion ;  and  as  to  the  latter,  he  thinks  it  a  miftakc 
It  was  incorporated  in  the  12th  of  Edward  IV^ 
and  had  greater  privileges  granted  in  the  2  2d 
of  Henry  VII.  and  in  the  firft  of  Henry  VIII. 
had  another  charter,  affirming  its  privileges. 

In  the  3d  of  James  I.  they  were  incorporated 
by  the  name  of  Bailiff  and  Burgefles ;  and  there- 
in is  a  grant  of  fending  one  member  to  parlia- 
ment, which,  it  recites,  had  been  for  fome 
time  before  difcontinued,  and  appoints  the 
bailiff  and  burgefles,  whether  inhabitants  or 
not,  to  be  the  ele&ors.  There  has  been  fince 
fome  alteration  in  the  conftitution,  in  the  reigns 
of  King  Charles  II.  James  II.  and  Queen  Anne, 
which  occafioned  fome  difputes  in  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

The  right  of  election  is  in  the  bailiff  and  bur* 
gejes,  appointed  by  the  charter  of  the  $d  of 
James  I.  exclufive  of  all  others. 
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fits  HOPS-  CASTLE. 

THl  S  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Salop*1 
was  incorporated  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  iti 
the  fifteenth  year  of  her  reign,  add  called  upon 
to  return  members  to  parliament,  in  the  27th 
year  of  her  reign.  The  right  of  eledfcion  is  in 
the  bailiff  and  all  the  burgeffes  within  the  JaiJ 
6orougb>  who  amount  to  about  one  hundred. 
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BLETCHINGLY. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of"  Surrey* 
and    has    returned    members    to    parlia-*, 
ment  from  the  23d  of  King  Edward  I.     The 
D  2  feprefentative* 
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reprefcnutives  were  eledted  in  the  county  courts 
the  2d  of  Henry  V.  as  appears  by  the  jherifPs 
return  of  that  year.  The  right  of  ele&ldn  is, in 
t,be  borough-holders  only,  without  the  bailiffs 
\*ho  are  about  ninety  in  number. 
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BODMIN. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  fcf  Corn- 
wall, was  created  a  borough  by  charter 
of  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  which  charter 
was  recited  and  partly  confirmed  by  King 
Edward  I.  It  has  returned  members  of  parlia- 
ment from  the  23d  of  Edward  I.  as  appears  by 
DoSlor  Willis 's  Lift.  Its  prefent  government* 
which  was  carciHtuted  by  charter  of  15th  of 
James  I.  is  by  a  mayor  and  thirty-fix  burgefles. 
.The  voters  are  thirty-fix  in  number,  and  the 
.  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 

common-council. 
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BOROUGHBRIDGE. 

'  I  *HIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  York. 
Queen  Mary  firft  fummoned  it  to  fend 
*eprefentatives  to  parliament  in  1^53.  The 
voters  are  fixty-five,  and  the  right  of  election  is. 
in  the  bur  gage-holders. 
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BOSSINEY. 

(     3«     ) 

B  O  S  S  I  N  E  Y. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county 
of  Cornwall,  and  was  anciently  made  a 
borough  by  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  in 
Henry  III/s  time,  but  was  never  represented 
in  parliament  until  King  Edward  VJ.'s  time. 
There  are  twenty  voters,  and  the  right  of  eleo* 
tion  is  in  the  freemen  in  the  borough. 
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BOSTON. 


HpHIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 

-**    and  fent  tp  three  councils  in  n,   26,  and 

57th  of  Edward  III.  but  never  fent  members  to 

parliament 
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parliament  until  Edward  VI.'s  time.  It  was  in- 
corporated in  the  laft  year  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
and  made  a  free  borough. 

In  1628  it  was  agreed  by  the  committee,  th'at 
the  eledion  of  burgeiTes  in  all  boroughs  did, 
of  .common  right,  belong  to  the  commoners, 
and  that  nothing  could  take  it  from  them  but  a 
prefcription  and  conjiant  ufage  beyond  all  memory. 
It  was  at  the  fame  time  refolved,  that  the  right 
of  cleftion  for  burgeffes  to  lerve  in  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Bofton  refteth  in  the  com- 
monalty, and  not  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
common-councjl.  In  171 1  it  was  alfo  refolved, 
that  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  only  in  the  mayor* 
aldermen,  common  council,  and  freemen  of  the 
faid  borough,  paying  fcot  and  lot;  ^ndby  ano- 
ther refolution  in  the  year  1719,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  be  only  in  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
common  council,  and  freemen  of  the  faid  bo- 
rough, rejident  in  the  borough,  who  pay  fcot 
and  lot,  fuch  freemen  claiming  their  freedom  by 
birth  orfervitude.  The  number  of  the  voters 
are  about  two  hundred. 
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BRACKLEY. 

HP  HIS  bofough  is  in  the  county  of  Northamp*. 
-*-  ton.  It  never  fent  members  to  parliament 
until  the  firft  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  The 
number  of  voters  are  thirty -three,  and  the  right 
of  election  is  in  t be  mayor,  alder  men ,  and  burge£ei 
qf  the /aid  borough. 
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BRAMBER. 

(    4J     ) 

B  R  A  M  B  E  R. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Suffex* 
and  fent  burgeffes  to  parliament  fo  early 
as  the  2  2d,  of  Edward  I.  It  afterwards  inter- 
mitted fending,  and  fometimes  fent  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Steyning,  before  the  7th  of  Edward 
IV.  The'  number  of  voters  are  about  twenty, 
and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  perfons  inha- 
biting ancient  houfes,  or  in  houfes  built  on  an- 
cient foundations,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 
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BRECKNOCK    COUNTY. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  twelve  Welch  counties 
which  claim  and  have  a  right  to  fummons 
for  ele&ion  of  a  knight  to  reprefent  them,  by 
yirtue  of  the  ftatute  of  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII. 
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BRECON    TOWN. 

THIS  is  the  (hire-town  of  the  county,  and 
is  entitled  to  fend  one  burgefs  to  parlia- 
liament.  It  was  incorporated  in  1555  ky  charter 
of  Queen  Mary,  and  has  two  bailiffs,  twelve 
aldermen,  and  fifteen  common- council  men. 
The  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  corporation  and 
free  burgeffes. 
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BRIDGE- 

(    43    ) 

BRIDGENORTH. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Salop,  and 
fent  members  to  parliament  from  the  28th 
of  Edward  I.  There  are  about  fevep  hundred 
ele&ors,  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  cor- 
poration and  freemen. 
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BRIDGEWATER, 

THIS  is  an  ancient  borough  in  the  county  of 
Somerfet,  fo  created  in  the  time  of  King 
John.  It  has  been  reprefented  in  parliament 
ever  fince  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  Before  this 
time,  they  were  chofen  by  deputation  in  the 
county  court.  There  are  three  hundred  voters, 
and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  majority  of  the 
corporation,  confiding  of  a  mayor,  aldermen,  and 

twenty- 
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twenty-four  capital  burgefTes,  being  inhabitant 
of  that  divifion  of  the  faid  parifb  of  Bridger 
water,  which  is  commonly  called  the  Borough, 
paying  fcot  and  lot  within  the  {aid  divifion,  ^nd, 
m  them.  only. 
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B.RIDPORT. 
'TpHIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  coupty  of 
•*•    Dorfet.  Whether  it  was  a  borpugh.at  the 
time  of  the  general  furvey,  doth  not  appear  ; 
but  it  then  had  within  it  120.  houfes,  which, 
paid  gelt  or  tribute  to  the  King,  as  appears  by 
the  record  in  Domefday  Book.     This  record 
mentions  there  was  there  a  mint,  and  one  mint 
matter,  which,  by  the  laws  of  King  Athelftan, 
could  not  be  but  in  walled  towns  or  boroughs ; 

but 
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btft  it  is  'certain  it  was  a  borough  in  King 
Henry  TH:'s  time,  being  thtertTo  created  by  bis 
charter,-  in  the  37th  year  'of  his  reign.  ;The 
corporation  (Which  is  eftaMKhod  hy  Ktog  Ri- 
chard Il.'s  chaffer)  cehfiflrs  of  two  bailiffs  and 
thirteen  bttrgeflfe*.  By  .the  charter  of  fCtng 
RichaTd,  the  burgefles  had  liberty  to  chufe  one 
or  two  b^U.iffs  5  and  the  Qh  vt$r  of  King  Hen- 
ry HL  is  thereby  .confirmed.  In  the  .17th  bf 
James  L  it  ^obtained  another  charter,  wherein  it 
is  recited*  that  this  borough  is  incorporated  by. 
the  name  of  bailiffs  and  burgefles>  and  to  con- 
fift  of  two  bailiffs,  to  bfe  chofeh  yearly  by  the 
burgefles  5  and  the  corporation  is  to  confift  of 
fifteen  burgefles,  of  which  the  bailiffs  are  to  be 
two,  and  to  have  'power  to  chufe  a  recorder, 
and  other  privileges.  It  has  returned  burgefTes 
to  parliament  from  the  23d  of  Edward  I.  who 
were  eledted  in  the  county  courts  by  deputa- 
tion, 2  Henry  V. 

There  are  about  250  ele&prs ;  and  the  right 
of  ele&iori  has  been  determined  by  the  follow- 
ing feveral  refolutions.  In  the  year  1628,  it 
Was  refolved,  that  the.  commonalty  in  general 
of  the  borough  of  Bridport,.  in  the  county  of 
Do'rfet,  ought  to  have  voices  in  the  ele&ion  of 

burgefles 

\ 
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burgefles  for  parliament ;  and  in  the  year  1715, 
it  was  determined  to  be  in  all  the  inhabitants 
not  receiving  alms;  and,  by  another  refo- 
lution  of  1762,  it  wfls  determined,  that,  in  the 
laft  determination  for  the  borough  of  Bridport, 
the  words c<  commonalty  in  general  extend  only 
to  inhabitants y  boufebolders,  paying  Jcot  and  lot. 
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BRISTOL. 

THIS  was  anciently  a  borough  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  and  as  fuch  returned 
burgefles  to  parliament  in  the  26th  of  Ed- 
ward I.  as  appears  by  Prynne ;  from  that  time 
to  the  47th  of  Edward  III.  when  it  was  made 
a  county  within  itfclf.     There  are  about  five 

thoufand 
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thoufand  electors;  and  the  righf  of  ele&ion  is 
in  the  freeholders  having  freeholds  of  forty 
(hillings  a  year,  and  the  free  burgefles.  In 
the  iith  of  Henry  IV.  the  indenture  was  be- 
tween the  fherifF,  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
the  mayor  and  29  burgefles  by  name,  on  the 
other  part,  who  chofe  Thomas  Norton  and 
David  Dudbroke,  merchants. 

Thus  was  the  form  of  election  and  returns 
until  the  13th  of  Henry  VI.  after  which  tho 
form  of  the  Writ  and  Return  was  altered. 
The  Writ  of  the  25th  of  Henry  VI.  is  enlarged 
greatly  by  inferting  the  new  ftatutes,  as  alfo 
the  returns,  the  creating  the  county,  &c.  Thus 
it  continued  until  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII. 
when,  being  made  a  Bilhop's  fee,  it  became  a 
city,  and  fo  remains  to  this  time. 
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tii&ftance  of  the  Cafe  rf  the  iafi  c*ntl>&xrtid 

Election.  ..".:.-■ 

On  Saturday  the  nth  of  February,  1774,  the 
copamittee  being  met,  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Brickdale,  Efq.  and  *lfo  the  petition  of  certain 
freeholders  and  free  burgeiTes  of  the  city  and 
county  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  were  rfcad. 

Mr,  Brickdale's  petition  flated,  that,  at  the 
eledtion,  the  petitioner,  together  with  Robert 
Craggs,  Lord  Vifcount  Clare,  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  and  Henry  Cruger,  jun.  Efq.  and 
no  other  perfons,  were  candidates ;  that  a  poll 
Was  then  demanded  for  each  of  the  three  can- 
didates^ proceeded  upon,  and  adjourned  to  the 
following  day  3  that  on  the  fucceeding  day 
Lord  Clare  declined  proceeding  on  the  poll  j 
and  that  Mr.  Brickdale,  the  petitioner,  having 
on  that  day  a  majority  of  votes,  ought  to  have 
been  declared  duly  elected,  and  to  have  beeii 
returned;  but  that  Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  was 
on  the  fame  day  (Odober  the  8th)  firft  named 
a  candidate ;  and  the  flieriffs  afterwards,  on  the 
loth  of  O&ober,  and  not  before,  unjuftly,  and 
illegally  awarded  a  poll  to  be  taken  for  Mr. 
Burke,  notwithstanding  the  proteftajtio©  of  Mr. 

Brickdale* 
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Bnckdale,  and  many  of  the  ele&ors,  to  the 
contrary  :  that  many  perfons  were  admitted  to 
the  freedom  of  the  city  after  the  date  and  if* 
fuing  forth  of  the  writ,  and  that  they  were 
illegally  admitted  by  the  fheriffs  to  poll  for 
Mr*  Burke  and  Mr*  Cruger,  contrary  to  the 
ancient  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  the  city ;  that 
divers  perfons,  not  legally  admitted  to  theirf. 
freedom,  nor  having  any  right  to  vote,  were 
admitted  to  poll  for  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr,  Cru- 
ger; that  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Cruger,  by 
themfelves  and  their  agents,  and,  others  by 
their  privity  and  dire&ion,  before  and  during 
the  poll,  were  guilty  of  bribery ;  and  that  by  all 
thefe  means  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Cruger  ob- 
tained a  pretended  majority,  and  were  re- 
turned 5  whereas  Mr.  Brickdale  was  duly 
cle&ed,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

From  the  allegations  juft  ftated,  it  appears 
that  there  were  feveral  queftions  in  this  cafe. 

I.  Whether  a  perfon  may  be  ele&ed,  who 
becomes  a  candidate  on  a  day  fubfequent  to 
that  on  which  the  election  was  appointed  to  be 
holden,  and  on  which  the  poll  commenced  ? 

If. 'Whether  perfons  admitted  to  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  of  Briftol  after  the  date   and 

E  lifting 
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iffoing  of  the  writ  for  an  eledion  of  members 
of  parliament  for  that  city,  have  a  right  to  votti 
at  fuch  election  ? 

III#  Whether  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Crugcf* 
or  either  of  them,  werfc  guilty  of  bribery  ? 

After  counfel  being  heard  on  both  fides*  and 
due  deliberation  thereon,  the  committee  declared 
by  their  chairman, 

i  ft,  That  Mr.  Burke  was  eligible  $ 
2dly,  That  the  admiffions  after  the  teft  of 
the  writ  were  good  and  valid. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  evidence  produced! 
by  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners,  in  order  to 
fupport  their  charge  of  bribery,  a  witnefs  was 
called  to  prove  the  payment  of  money  by  a 
fuppofed  agent  of  Mr.  Gruger's.  On  this  aa 
objection  was  taken  to  their  examining  any 
witnefs  as  to  the  payment,  till  they  fhould 
firft-  bring  proof  of  the  agency.  It  was  argued, 
that  the  circumftances  which  would  eftablifh 
both  points  w^re  fo  complicated  that  they 
could  not  be  feparated-  The  point  was  de- 
bated, and  the  committee,  having  cleared  the 
court,  after  fome  deliberation  among  them- 
fcives,  over-ruled  the  objection. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE,     s* 

On  Monday  the  20th  of  February,  the  com* 
mittee,  by  their  chairman,  informed  the  houfe 
.  lhat  they  had  determined, 

That  Henry  Cruger,  the  younger,  Efq.  and 
Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  the  fitting  members, 
were  duly  eledted. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 

THIS  county  is  under  the  fame  flieriff  with 
Bedford,  and  hath   returned  knights  of 
Che  fliire  from  the  firft  returns  to  parliament. 
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BUCKINGHAM   BOROtJGtf. 

THIS  is  the  capital,  or  fhire-toWlvof  the 
county  of  this  name.  It  was  a  borough 
at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  arid  had  twenty- 
feven  burgefles.  In  the  time  of  Edward  III. 
it  had  a  mayor  and  two  bailiffs,  £nd  was  repre- 
fented  by  three  perfons  in  council  held  in  the 
i  ith  of  that  reign,  but  never  fent  burgefles  to 
parliament  until  the  36th  of  Henry  VIII.  from 
WHicH  time  it  has  ever  continued  fo  to  dol  The 
firft  return  was  betfreeri  the  fheriffof  the  coun- 
ty,, of  tbe'ortfc  part,  and  Thomas  At&insy  bai- 
liff, and  the  burgefles,  of  the  other  part ;  and 
in  the  two  parliaments  of  King  Edward  VI.  they 
were  returned  in  the  fame  iftanner  /  but  in  the 
firft  6f  thefe  three  ire  efcveh  burgfeflesnamed. 
After  this '  Queen  &f  arjr  incorporated  it,  and 
appointed  therein  a  bailiff,  and  twelve  principal 
fcurgefles,  and  empowered  them  to  cleft  and 
return  two  burgefles  to  parliament,  and  fchefe 
have  continued  fo  to  do  to  this  time. 

The  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  bailiff  and 
twelve  bu^geffes  only.     . 

'  Reference* 
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C  A  L  LI  N  G  T  O  N. "  _: 

rr^H  I  $  .borough  is  fituated  in  the  coijnty  of . 
-*■-    Cornwall,  apd  was  never  jeprefqptecHn 
parU^pent  until  the  27th  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
The  .n^n^er  of  voters  are  about  one  hundred* , 
and<tj)e  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  inhabitants 
three  ^rs.houfekeepers. 
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C    A   L   N    E. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  and  returned  members  to  parlia- 
ment from  the  23d  of  Edward  I.  as  Doftor 
Willis  writes >  but  Mr.  Prynne  begins  his  Cata- 
logue, and  writes,  it  returned  from  the  28th  to, 
the  36th  of  that  reign,  and  from  thence  ceafed 
(except  in  the  ift  of  Edward  II.  and  33d, 
34th,  and  36th  of  Edward  III.)  until  the  2d  of 
Richard  II.  and  fince  hath  continued  to  return, 
to  this  time.  Its  reprefentatjves  wer$  elected 
in  the  coanty  court  in  1  Henry  V.  as  appears 
by  the  return  for  the  county  of  that  year. 

The  right  of  election  was  made  in  the  inha- 
bitants having  a  right  of  common*  and  being 
fworn  at  Ogborn  court,  by  a  refolution  in  17 10* 
but  fince  that  time  there  has  been  a'nother  deter- 
mination in  1723,.  making  it  in  the  ancient  bur- 
geffes  only  *x  and  alfo  another  in  theTame  year* 
and  which  is  the  laft,  refolving  it  to  be  in  the  guild* 
ftewards  of  the  faid  borough,  who  are  thijrty-fom: 
in  number:. 

Reference*; 
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CAM  BR  ID6ESHIRE; 

*THHIS  county  (which  was  joined  j  with  Hun- 
-**    tingdon  under  one   fheriff)  contains  alfo  * 
the  ifle  of  Ely,,  and  hath  been  reprefented  from 
the  times;  of  the  firft  returns  to  parliament ;  the 
ij(Ie  of  Ely  being  at  firft  contributory  towards  the 
wages,  and,  as  Dodor  Willis  fays,  (unwillingly, 
paid  a  third  part,  which  was  often  difputed;  and 
ki  Henry  V/s  reign  they  raifed  and  paid  200I. 
to  be  difchargsd  thfcrefrom.    In  this  Mr.  Riynnc 
agrees,  and  writes,  the  agreement  between  the 
county  and  the  ifle  was  confirmed  by  a&  of  par-  -; 
liament,  and  an  eftate  was  purchafed  with  the 
ippney,  as  appears  by- the  conveyances. 

E-4,  Rejtpefim 
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CAMBRIDGE    UNIVERSITY. 

THIS  univerfity  is  within  the  town  of  this 
name,  and  capital  of  the  county.  It  is  of 
great  antiquity,  and  was  empowered  to  fend  bur- 
gefles  to  parliament  by  King  James  I.  by  di- 
ploma or  charter,  dated  March  the  12th,  1603. 
The  return  is  made  by  the  vice-chancellor,  and 
the  eleftors  are  the  doftors  and  aftual  mafters  of 
the  univerfity. 
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CAMBRIDGE    TOWN. 

THIS  is  the  capital  town  of  the  county  of 
this  name,  was  a  corporation  in  the  lime 
of  King  Henry  I,  and  had  a  mayor  ajt  the.tyne 
of  Henry  IIL  The  parliament  was  held  here  in 
the  1 2th  of  Richard  II.  and  it  has  returned  mem- 
bers from  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  As  to  its  an- 
cient method  of  election,  the  burgeffes  were 
chofen  in  the  county  court,  in  the  2d  of  Henry  V. 
4th,  6th,  nth,  14th,  and  29th  of  Henry  VI. 
and  17th  of  Edward  the  IV. 

In  the  2d  of  Henry  V.  the  eleftion  was  by 
twelve  burgeffes  only  ;  but  after  that  >  only 
eight  electors  are  mentioned  in  the  return,  and 
fo  they  continued  until  the  2  2d  of  Henry  IV* 
but  in  the  return  27th  and  29th  Henry  VI. 
there  are  only  eight  ele&ors  (named)  for  the 
community  of  the  borough,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  liberty  of  the  town. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  voters ;  and  the 
right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  free- 
men, not  receiving  alms. 

References. 
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CAMELFORd, 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Cornwall- 
It  was  firft  reprefented  in  parliament  in. 
tbc  time  of  Edward  VI.  though  created  a 
borough  by  Richard  Duke  of  Cornwall,  and  con- 
firmed by  Henry  III.  in  1259,  and  it&  privileges, 
renewed  by  Queen  M#y* 

By  a  refolution.  in  the  year  1709  it  was  re- 
folved,  thatthe  right  of  election  lay  in  the  mayor, 
bailiffs^  and frzemerii  not  receiving,  qlms.^ 

The  committee  in  1715  formed  a  refolution^ 
but  which  the  houfe  did  not  agree  to,  that  the 
mayor,  bailiffs,    and  burgefles  of  the  town  o£ , 
Cambridge,  may  hold  a  fummons  common-day 

.    courts 
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court,  and  admit  freemen  without  fix  aldermen 
of  the  faid  town  being  then  prefent.  The  num- 
ber of  voters  are  about  two  hundred. 
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CANTERBURY 

tHI&is  a  very  ancient  city,  and  the  feat  of  the 
primate  and  metropolitan  of  all  England. 
It  was  formerly  the  refidence  of  the  kings  of 
£ent,  and  was  very  early  called  caput  imperii \  the 
head  of  the  empire.  In  the  time  of  William 
Rufus  it  feems  to  have  been  the  property  of  the 
archbifhops,  particularly  Lanfranc,  and  his 
immediate  Jucceflbr  Anfelm.  Yet  this  city  had 
a  portreeve  to  fuperintend  and  rule  over  it.  Soon 
after  it  was  governed  by  bailiffs  *  but  tbey  were 

not 
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not  elective  by  the  citizens,  till  K,iagHfcpi;y  JJJL'a 
time,  in  which  ft  ate  it  continued  .tijl  {h&  £th 
year  of  King  Henry  VI. 'a  reign,f  when, the  ^oyfijn^ 
mentof  it  was  changed  into  a  mayoralty,  as  may 
be  feen  in  SomnerV*  Hifto*y -etf4t,  where  their 
nam  ware  inferted.  Here  area  mayor,  recorder, 
fheriff,  twelve  aldermen,  and  twenty-four 
common-council  men.  It  hath  returned  mem- 
bers of  parliament  from  the  26th  of  Edward  I. 
to  this  time,  as  appears  by  the  lift  of  aU  the  re- 
turns extant.  These  are  about  one-  jho^fand 
eledors ;  and  the  right  pf  eledion  is  in  the  citi- 
zens and  freemen. 
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CARDIFF. 

THIS  is  the /hirer  town  of  the  county  ofQI/a- 
m organ,  and  as  fuch,  in  conjunction  with 
Aberavon,  Cowbridge,   Ken6ggf    Llantnfivit, . 

Lougher, 
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Lougher,  Neth,  an&Swaafey,  is  entitled^  by 

the  ftatute  27th  Hdiry  VIH.  to  fend  oflfcb&r- 

gdl  tof  parliament. f  It  Hafc ■  feveral  antient  chkr- 

te%  which  are  all  recited  in  the  charter  of  the 

23d  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  and  confirmed/  This 

corporation  confifts4  of  a~ 'mayor,  two  tJailillFs, 

twelve  aldermerf;  and  twelve  common-council 

men ;  zhA  fife  mayor  i%  cpffftable  of  the  caftle. 

There  are  about  one  thoufand  voters ;  amt  the 

right  of  ekdion  is  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  above 

towns.        -  *  -  :  • 
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CARDIGANSHIRE. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  twelve  fhires  of  Wales* 
which  were  empowered  to  fend  mem- 
bers to  parliament  by  the  flatute  in  27th  of 
Henry  VIII.  and  hath  ever  lince  returned  re- 
presentatives* 

References 
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CARDIGAN    TOWN. 

TH I S  is  the  fliire-town  of  the  county  of 
this  name,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
the  boroughs  of  Aberiftwyth  and  Adpar,  is  cn^ 
titled  to  fend  one  burgefs  to  parliament.  By 
the  charter  of  King  Richard  II.  it  was  em- 
powered to  chufe  a  mayor  and  two  bailiffs ; 
but  by  a  later  charter,  viz,  in  the  23d  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  it  confifts  of  a  mayor,  two  bailiifs, 
and  twelve  aldermen. 

There  are  about  twelve  hundred  voters ;  and, 
by  a  refolution  of  1730,  it  was  determined* 
that  the  burgeflcs  of  the  borough  of  Tregaron 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the  ele&ion  of  a 
burgefs  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  town  of 
Cardigan.  By  another .  refolution  of  the  fame 
date,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  right  of  eledtion 
of  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  towii 

of 
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bf  Cardigan,  in  the  county  of  Cardigan,  is  in  the 
burgefles  at  large  of  the  boroughs  .of  Cardigan* 
Aberiftwyth,  Lampeter,  and  Adpar  only.  By 
a  third  refolution  of  1775,  it  was  determined  by 
the  committee,  that  perfons  whofe  admiffions 
were  entered  on  ftamps  before  they  voted,  but 
after  the  poll  began,  were  not,  on  that  account > 
difqualified  from  voting  at  the  laft  ele&ion ; 
and,  by  a  fourth  refolution  of  the  fame  date* 
it  was  determined,  that  perfons,  whofe  admif- 
fions were  damped  within  twelve  kalendar 
months  hefore  the  ele&ion,  were  legal  voters 
within  the  meaning  of  the  a£b  of  3  George  IIL 

c*  IS- 
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Subjlance  of  the  Cafe  of  the  laft  controverted 
EleSlionfor  Cardigan. 

The  fitting  member  was  Sir  Robert  Smyth/ 
Bart,  and  the  petitioners  Thomas  Johnes,  Efq. 

and 
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And  flindry  burgeffes  of  Cardigan,  Aberiftwyth, 
and  Lampeter. 

The  committee  met  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  proceeding  to  bufinefs,  the  two  peti- 
tions were  read. 

They  were  both  nearly  in  the  fame  words, 
and  dated,  that  Mr.  Johnes  had  a  majority  of 
legal  voters,  but  that  the  returning  officer  per- 
mitted perfons  to  poll  who  had  no  legal  right 
tovote,  and  rejedted  the  votes  of  divers  others 
duly  qualified,  who  offered  to  poll  for  Mr. 
Johnes,  and  was  guilty  of  many  other  a£ts  of 
partiality  and.injuftfce. 

In  order  to  fliorten  and  facilitate  the  bufinefs 
of  the  committee,  the  agents  on  both  fides 
were  directed  to  meet  and  examine  the  poll- 
book  for  Sir  Robert  Smyth  with  the  books  of 
the  corporation.  This  was  done ;  and,  in  con- 
feqiience  of  their  joint  examination,  it  was 
agreed  that,  of  the  votes  for  the  fitting 
member, 

I.  A  certain  number  was  npt  to  be  found  at 
all  in  the  books. 

II.  That  the  names  of  a  certain  number  were 

in  the  books,  but  that  the  defcriptions  added  to 

thofe  names  in  the  books  and  on  the  poll  were 

not  the  fame. 

III.  The 
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III.  That  a  certain  number  were  tinly  found 
in  a  lift  written  in  the  book  called  the  council- 
book.  ^ 

IV.  That  the  admiffions  pf  a  certain  num- 
'  ber  were  entered  on  ftamps  during  the  poll. 

V.  That  the  admiffions  of  others  were  en- 
tered on  ftamps  after  the  election. 

VI.  And  df  others  within  a  year  before  the 
ele&ioa. 

VII.  That  the  entries  refpe&ing  a  certain 
number  in  the  corporation -book,  and  on  the 
poll,  agreed  both  ig  the  names  and  defcriptions, 

I.  Of  the  feven  different  claffes  of  voters,  the 
firft  was  given  up  by  the  counfel  for  the  fitting 
inember. 

II.  With  rfcgdrd  to  the  fecond  clafs,  it  waS 
refolved,  that  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners 
fliould  make  their  objections  to  each  individual 
vote;  and  that,  when  the  defcription  in  the 
books  fliould  appear  to  differ  from  the  defcrip- 
tion <Jn  the  poll,  ik  was  incumbent  oh  the 
counfel  for  the  fitting  member  to  remove  the 
obje&ioris,  fo  as  to  reconcile  the  difference; 

III.  The  next  queftion  was,  whether  a  liftj 
entered  in  the  council-book  of  Cardigan;  pur- 

F  porting 
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porting  to   contain  the   names    of    burgeffes 
whofe  prefentments  had  been  loft,  fhould  be 
read  as  evidence  of  the  right  of  perfons  who 
had  polled  on  the  authority  of  that  lift. 
The  committee  refolved, 

That  the  lift  of  1741,  as  entered  in  the 
council-book,  was  not  admiffible  as  eVidertce. 

IV.  and  V.  'The  queftions  concerning  the 
fourth  and  fifth  clafs  of  votes,  were  ta'ken  "up, 
and  argued  together. 

The  committee,  however,  determined  the 
abftradt  queftion,  and  fubjoiried  a  qualification 
to  their  refolution,  in  order  to  prevent  any  in- 
ference that  they  meant'  to  tie  up  the  counfel 
for  the  petitioners  from  calling  in  queftion  the 
right  of  perfons  in  the  fourth  clafs  of  voters,  on 
the  ground  of  their  being,  in  faft,  different 
people  from  thofe  whofe  names  appeared  on 
the  prefentments. 

The  refolution  and  qualification,  as  delivered 
by  the  chairman  to  the  counfel,  were  as 
follow : 

€i  Refolved,  That  the  voters,  whofe  admi£- 
fions  were  ftamped  during  the  poll,  prior  to 
their  voting,  are  to  be  admitted  as  legal  voters 
at  this  eledtion. 

«  That 
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.  *€  That  parties  are  to  underftand,  that  this 
refolution  goes  merely  to  the  legality  of  the 
ftamping  the  admiffions  during  the  poll,  before 
the  voters  had  voted,  and  not  to  any  other  right 
whatfoever." 

The  committee  alfo  refolved,  that  perfons, 
whofe  admiffions  were  ftamped  after  their  votes 
were  given,  were  not  to  be  allowed  as  legal 
voters  at  the  laft  eledlion. 

VI.  The  fixth  clafs  of  voters  for  the  fitting 
member 'were  objeded  to,  as  falling  within 
the  difqualification  of  the  ftatute  of  3  Geo.'  III. 
called  the  Durham  ad. 

The  committee  refolved,  <c  that  it  is  not  ne- 
ceffary,  by  the  ftatute  of  3  George  III.  for 
freemen,  whofe  right,  in  every  other  refpedt, 
is  complete  a  year  before  an  ele&ion,  to  have 
their  admiffions  entered  on  ftamps  twelve  ka- 
lendar  months  before,  in  order  to  qualify  them 
to  vote  at  fuch  ele&ion." 

VII.  As  to  the  feventh  clafs  of  voters,  the 
committee  refolved,  that  the  onus  of  difproving 
the  identity  of  the  perfons  lay  upon  the  coun- 
fel  for  the  petitioners. 

In  confcquence  of  the  foregoing  refolutions, 
lifts  were  prepared,  by  the  agents  on  each  fide, 
of  the  number  of  votes  that  were  difqualified 

F  2  by 
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by  fuch  of  them  as  were  in  favour  of  the  pe- 
titioners j  and,  in  confequcnce  of  this  fort  of 
fcrutiny,  the  counfel  for  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  on 
the  9th  day  of  the  trial,  admitted,  that,  as  the 
poll  then  flood,  there  was  a  majority  of  58  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Johnes. 

Upon  this,  Sir  Robert  Smyth's  counfel  con- 
tended, that  the  cduiifel  on  the  part  of  the 
petitioner  fhoiiid  prove  the  identity  of  thofe 
who  had  voted  for  him  \  but  the  committee 
refolved,  that,  as  the  identity  of  ]\jrrJohnes's 
voters  had  been  fcrutinized  at  the  poll,  it  was 
hot  incunlbent  on  his  counfel  to  identify  them 
before  the  committee. 

After1  this  laft  refolutibn  tfras  d6clared,  the 
counfel  fot  the  fitting  member  acquainted  thd 
committee  that  they  had  nothing  further  to 
offer.  The  poll,  therefore,  remained  according 
to  their  admiflion,  with  a  Majority  of  58  id 
favour  of  Mr.  Jolines. 

On  Thurfday  the  7th  o/becerriber,  the  com- 
mittee refolved,  and  thereupon,  by  their'chair- 
toian,  informed  the  houfe,  that  they  had  de- 
termined, 

"  That  Thomas  Johnes,  tfie  younger,  Efq. 
was  duly  defiled,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned." 

CARLISLE. 
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CARLISLE. 

f  ■  ^H IS.  is  the  fhire^town  of  the  county  o£ 
JL  Cumberland,  and  is  a  city  and  bifhop's, 
fee.  In  the  35th  of  Edward  I.  there  was  ^ 
parliament  hel^  here.  It  has  feveraj  .charters 
of  liberties  from  the  time  of  Henry  III.  to 
Charles  I.  the  laft  of  vyhich  is  Taid  to  be  in  the 
13th  of  that  reign. — i-The  right  of  eleAion  is 
in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and;  freemen, 
refident  or  not  refideht.-  The  number  of  voter* 
are  about  five  hundred. 
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THIS  is  one  of  the  twelve  Wellh  counties* 
,     and  is  reprefented  in  parliament  by  virtue 
of  die  ftatute  of  27th  Henry  VIII. 
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CARMARTHEN    TOWN. 

HpH  I  S  is  the  (hire-town  of  the  county,  and 

entitled  to  fend  a  member  to  parliament  by 

the  ftatute  27th  Henry  VIII.  and  has  ever  fince 

returned  a  member  accordingly. The  right 

of  eledion  is  in  the  burgefles  of  the  {aitf,  bo-v 
rough. 
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CARNARVONSHIRE. 

TH I S  is  one  of  the  twelve  Welfh  counties, 
and  returns   members  to  parliament  by 
virtue  of  the  ftatute  of  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII. 
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CARNARVON    TOWN. 

HPH IS  borough  is  the  fhire-town  of  the 
county,  and,  as  fuch,  with  its  contributory 
boroughs,-  Criccieth,  Pwllely  Nevin,  and  Con- 
way, returns  one  member  to  parliament— The 
right  of  elq&ion  is  in  the  burgeffes. 
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CASTLE    RISING. 

*TPHIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk, and  is  a  mayor- town,  but  never 
fent  burgeffes  to  parliament  till  1588. — There 
are  about  fifty  voters;  and  the  right  of  ele&ion 
is  in  the  free  burgeffes. 
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CHESHIRE. 
CTPH  I  S  was  a  county  palatine  by  prescription^ 
William  the  Copqueror  created  Hugh 
Lupus  earl  thereof.  It  became  annexed  to  ,thq 
crown  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  but  before  the 
ftatute  of  34  Henry  VIII.  it  never  fent  knights 
of  the  fhire  or  citizens  to  parliament  $  but  by 
th^at  a£t  it  fent  both. 
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CHESTER. 

THIS  city  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Chefhir.e,  which  was  a  county  palatine  ia 
Edward  the  Firft's    time,    and   vefted  in  the 


CHICHESTER-  q 

erown.  It  was  made  a  county  of  itfelf  in  the, 
reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  mayor,  recorder,  and  twenty-four 
aldermen,  with  two'ftieriffs,  and  forty  common- 
council  men ;  but  never  ireprefented  in  par- 
liament uyptil  the  34th  and  35th  of  Henry  VTIL 
when  by  ad:  of  parliament  it  was  declared 
that  it  fliould  fend  two  citizens  to  be  burgefles 
to  parliament.— There  $re  about  one  thpiifand 
electors,  and  the  right  pf  ?ledtion  i*  ftatecj  to  b$' 
i&  the  freemen. 
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C  H  I  C  H  E  5  T  E  H, 

THIS  is  a  city  in  the  county  of  Suflext 
and  returned  members,  to  parliament  frorn^ 
26^  Edward  I.  The  citizens,  38th  Henry  VI* 
were  returned  by  the  mayor  and  bailiffs. — Th^ 
number  of  electors  are  five  hundred,  and  th$ 
right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  inhabitants  paying 
/cot.  and  lot* 
yV %*ftrenc& 
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CHIPPENHAM. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
and  was  incorporated  by  Queen  Mary, 
but  has  been  reprefented  in  parliament  from  the 
time  of  Edward  \  It  intermixed  i$  all  the 
parliaments,  but  two,  in  Edward  the  Second's; 
and  alfo  lent  but  to  five  in  the  time  of  Ed- 
ward III.  and  then  intermitted  again>  until 
the  2d  of  Richard  II.  from  which  time 
to  the  1 2th  of  his  reign  it  returned,  and 
after  that  year  intermitted  till  the  ift  of 
Henry  VI.  but  has  fince  fent  as  other  bo- 
roughs.—The  voters  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty;  and  in  the  year  1764  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  new  charter  did  not  alter  the  cuftom ; 
and  that  the  burgefles  and  freemen,  more  than 
twelve,  have  voice  in  the  election  ;  and  by  a 
refblution  of  1741-2,  a  motion  being  made, 
and  the  queftion  being  put,  that  in  the  above 

refplution, 
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refolution,  of  1624,  the  words  burgejfes  and 
freemen  mean  only  fuch  burgejfes  and  freemen 
as  are  inhabitants  %  houfeboldefs  of  the  ancient 
boufes,  called  free  or  burgage  boufes,  within  the 
faid  borough^  it  pafled  in  the  negative, 
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CHIPPING-WICCOMBE. 

*T*HIS    borough  is  fituate  in  the  county  of 
*    Bucks,    and  was   fummoncd  tp  fend  re- 
presentatives to   parliament  from  the  28  th  of 
Edward  I. 

The  precepts  were  at  firft  diredted  to  the  bailiffs 
of  the  liberty  of  the  honour  of  Wallingford, 
who  made  no  return  to  the  (herifPs  precept.  In 
the  28th  and  30th  of  Edward  I.  and  in  {he 
2d  and  4th  of   Edward   II.    the   names    of 

the 
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the  reprefentatives  for  thofe  years  are  in- 
serted in  the  lift.  The  fte wards  of  this  liberty, 
jnade  the  returns  during  the  reigns  of  Edward 
\  I.  and  II.  and  in  the  beginning  of  Edward 
III. 

It  was  incorporated,  as  DoSior  Willis  appre^ 
fiends,  in  the  time  of   Edward  IV.     The  re- 
turns, about  the  middle  of  that  reign,  were  in 
.  tlw  name  of  the  mayor  j    and  before  that  time, 
they  were  between  the  fheriff  and  burgefles : 
bat  other  writers  fay,    it  appears  that  the  return 
in   the    12th  of    Edward    II.    was  by  Ralph 
ie  Brehull,  bailiff  of  the  honour  of  Wallingford ; 
and  feme  aflert  that  the  returns  in  the   12th 
and  17th  'of  Edward  IV.    were   made   by  12 
perfons,  as  they  are  named  in    the  returns,  and 
that  no   mention   is  made  of  any   aflent.  or 
authority,  by  or  from  others.     It  was  the  firft 
borough  in  the  county  reprefented,  in  parliament. 
The  number  of  voters  are  about  one  hundred 
and  feventy ;  and  the  right  of  election,  is  in  the 
mayor,    bailiffs,   and  burgefles,    not   receiving 
?lm*.'  . 
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CHRISTCHURCH, 

THIS  is  an  ancient  borough,  in  the  county 
of  Hants,  and  was  fummoned  in  the 
35th  "of  Edward  I.  and  the  2d  of  Edward  it. 
but  there  were  no  returns  made  to  thofe 
iTumttiohs,  nor  did  it  return  till  the  13th  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.— The  number  of  ele&oct 
&re  about  feventy,  and  the  right  of  ele&ioh  i* 
in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  'hi. 
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-    CIRENCESTER. 

THIS  borough  is  within  the  county  of  Glou- 
ccfter.  It  doth  not  appear  to  be  incor- 
porated, nor  to  have  returned  members  before 
the  13th  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

In  1624,  the  ^°ufe  refolved,  that,  were  there 
is  no  cuftom  nor  charter  for  election,  the  in- 
habitants, houfeholders,  ought  to  make  the  elec- 
tion.   In  1690,   the  committee  refolved,  that  the 

.  inhabitants  receiving  a  charitable  donative,  com- 
monly called  by-money,  have  not  a  right  to 
vote  in  electing  burgefles  to  ferve  in  parliament; 
and  alio,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  borpugh  of 
Cirencefter,  being  inmates,  have  no  right  to  vote 
in  electing  burgefles  to  ferve  ih  parliament. 
The  houfe  did  not  agree  to  thzfirjl  refolution, 
but  agreed  to  the  fecond.  In  1709,  it  was  de- 
termined, that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Abbeyy  the 
Emery,  and  the  Spiringate-lane,  (not  receiving 
alms,)  have  not  a  right  to  vote:  and  in  1724." 
another  refolution  pafled,  that  the  right  of  elec- 
tion is  in  all  the  inhabitants  (houfeholders)  j  and 

.  that  it  is  an  eftabliflred  maxim,  that  no  confent  of 
parties  can  alter  the  right  of  elediion.  The  num- 
ber of  voters  are  about  feven  hundred; 
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CLITHrROE.. 

1 1  ^Hf S  borough  fs'iituated  in  the  county  of 
-^  Lancafter,  and  was  never  reprefented  in 
parliament,  till  the  firft  year  of  Elizabeth,  ever 
fince  which' time  it  has  been  conftkntly  repre- 
fented. ^-There  are  about  one  hundred  voters, 
and  jhe  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  freeholders  only 
as  have  ejiates  for  life,  or  in  fee. 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year.  Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

1625       t 

i'695 

11 

1722     20 

1660       8 

1698 

12 

1723     20 

1661       8 

1702-3 

14 

'  1724    20 

*675      9 

1706 

15 

1745     *5 

1678      9 

'   1713-4 

17 

'     1747     25 

1693     11 

1715 

l8 

1761     29 

1693-4 1 1 

COCKER- 
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cocker  mouth: 

nPHIS  Is  a  borough  in  the  county  of  Curri- 
*•  berland,  and  returned  to  one  parliament  in 
the  time  of  King  Edward  I.  but  from  that  time 
ceafed  until  the  16th  of  Charles  I.  when  it  was 
again  reftored. — The  number  of  voters  are  about 
two  hundred,  and  the  right  of  election  is  in  thofd 
poflefling  burgage-tenure. 
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COLCHE8<TER, 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the   county 
of  Efiex,  and  was  a  borough  at  the  time 
•f  the  Nortaan  Conqueft  ;  and   had  then  276 

burgeffes,* 
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burgeffes,  as  appears  by  the  general  furvey .  King 
Hcflry  I.  granted  them  letters  patent,  which  *re 
now  loft;  and  King  Henry  II.  granted  the  town 
to  the  burgeffes,  for  a  fee-farm  of  42L  King 
Richard  J.  by  his  charter,  enabled  thejn  to  ele& 
bailiffs,  hold  pleas  of  the  crown,  and  plead  them 
within  their  own  burgh  5  and  no  other  j  aft  ice 
to  intermeddle,  but  fuch  as  they  (hould  ele<ft, 
together  with  feveral  other  privileges. 

This  charter  was  confirmed  by  feveral  fuc- 
ceeding  kings,  and  King  Henry  III.  added  to  it 
the  return  of  all  the  writs  in  matters  relating  to 
the  liberties  of  the  town.  King  Henry  VI.  not 
only  confirmed,  but  added  greatly  to  their  liber- 
ties, viz.  fettled  the  bounds 'of  the  town,  tand 
*  granted  them  a  power  yearly,  at  the  ele&ion  of 
bailiffs,  to  chufe  four  of  the  moft  worthy  and 
difcreet  perfons  of  the  town  to  be,  jointly  with 
the  bailiffs  for  the  time  being,  juftices  of  the  peace 
for  one  whole  year  from  the  time  of  fuch  elec- 
tion,within  the  faid  town,and  the  liberty,  fuburbs, 
and  precindls  of  the  fame,  &c.  and  his  fucceffor 
King  Henry  IV,  not  only  ratified  and  confirrhed 
the  grants  of  his  anceftors,  but  granted  that  the 
bailiffs,  and  burgeffes,  and  their  fucceffors,  con- 
fifting   of  two  bailiffs,  and  one  commonalty, 

G  fhould 
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fhould  be  from  henceforth  one  perpetual  body 
and  commonalty,  in  name  and  in  deed,  and  have 
perpetual  fucceflion  ;  and  incorporated  them  by 
the  name  of  the  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the 
burgh  of  Colchefter.  But  the  chief  charter  is 
that  of  King  Charles  I.  dated  July  the  9th,  1635^ 
wherein  he  recites  the  former  charters,  and  then 
irtcorporates  it  anew;  by  the  name  of  the  mayor 
and  commonalty  of  the  burgh  of  Colchefter* 
in  the  coitaty  of  Eflex ;  and  dire&s  that  they 
fhould  have  a  mayor,  fixteen  aldermen,,  fixteen 
afliftants,  fixteen  common-council  men;  (four 
out  of  each  ward;)  an  high  fteward,  and  a  re^ 
corder,  &c; 

King  Charles  it.  by  his  charter  dated  Auguft 
3d,  1663,  altered  the  number  of  officers,  and 
fettled  them  thus,  viz.  twelve  aldermen,  includ- 
ing the  mayor,  eighteen  afliftants,  and  the  like 
number  of  common-council  men.  Thefe  feveral 
charters  were  furrendered  in  1684,  and  anew 
charter  was  granted,  with  fome  alterations. 

King  James  II.  reduced  the  number  of  officers 
to  ten  aldermen,  including  the  mayor,  ten  aflift- 
ants, and  ten  common-council  men,  by  his  charted 
dated  September  15th,  1688. 

At 
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At  the  Revolution,  the  former  chatters  were 
-  reftored  5  but  about  the  year    1 74 1 ,  the  fame 
charters  and  privileges  thereby  granted  to.  the 
town  were  declared  void* 

This  borough  fent  members  to  parliament  23 
Edward  I.  and  hath  retained  that  privilege  ever 
firice.  The  returns  were  formerly  endorfcd  on  the 
fherifPs  writs,  and  thofe  to  .  parliament  in  the 
26th   of   Edward    I.    are    the     oldeft  extant. 
In  the  7th  of  Edward  IV.  only  five  burgelfes, 
named  in  the  return,  chofe  for  that  parliament, 
in  the  county  court,  held  at  Chelmsford.     It  is 
Well  worthy  notice^  that  this  fervice,  at  that  time^ 
was  thoughts  burden  $  and,  to  be  exempt  from 
it,   King  Richard  II.  in  consideration   of  new 
building  and  fortifying  the  walls  of  their  town 
againft  the  king's  enemiesf  grants  them  an  ex- 
emption for  the  fpace  of  five  years.     However* 
the  inhabitants  did  not  make  ufe  of  it ;  for  the 
patent  is  dated  the  12  th  day  of  December,  and 
was  filed  to  the  return  of  the  (heriff  of  Hert- 
fordshire and  Eflex  of  the  farrie  year  of  Richard 
II.  and  this  return  bears  date  the  7th  of  January* 
being  the  next  month  after ;  yet  they  did  to  both 
the  parliaments  of  that  reign  return  burgefles.   . 

G  2  there 
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There  have  been  fevcral  refolutions  as  to  the 
right  of  ele&ion. 

In  1696  it  was  refolved  to  be  in  the /worn 
burgejfes  not  receiving  alms  :  in  17 10  is  was  re-' 
folved,  that  the  mayor  cannot  make  foreigners 
free  of  the  borough,  without  cbnfent  of  the  ma^ 
jority  of  the  aldermen  and  common  council :  and 
in  17 14,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  right  of  eledion 
is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen ,  common*  council,  and 
free  burgejfes  not  receiving  alms->vci&  that  the  right 
of  making  foreigners  (not  having  a  right  of  free- 
dom by  birth  or  fervice)  freemen,  is  in  the  mayor 
and  free  burgejfes  in  common  hall  ajfembled.  There 
are  about  fourteen  hundred  eledors. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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C'ORFE-  CASTLE. 

THIS  borough  is  within  the  ifle  of  Purbeck 
and  county  of  Dorfet :  it  doth  not  appear 
when  it  became  a  borough,  but  its  prefent  pri- 
vileges are  fully  fet  out  in  a  charter % granted 
thereto  by  King  Charles  II.  Its  firft  return  of 
burgeffes  to  parliament  was  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  who  gave  it  the  privilege  of 
being  reprefented  in  parliament,  about  the  14th 
year  of  her  reign. 

.The  number  of  voters  are  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  5  and  the  right  of  election  was  deter- 
mined>  in  the  year  1699,  to  be  in  the  leffors  for 
years,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  alfo  in  fuch  perfons 
as  had  the  freehold  in  r ever/ion,  upon  fuch  leafe 
for  years:  in  165^9,  it  was  agreed  to  be  in  fuch, 
perfons  as  have  an  eftate  or  inheritance,  or  a  leafe 
for  years,  determinable  upon  life  or  lives,  pay- 
ing fcot  and  lot :  and  by  another  refolution  in 
1718,  it  was  determined  to  be  in  fuch  perfons  as 
arefeized  in  fee ^  in  poffefjion,  or  reverfon,  of  any 
meffuage,  tenement,  or  corporeal  hereditament, 
within  the  borough,  and  in  fuch  perfons  as  are 
tenants  for  life  or  lives,  and,  for  want  of  fuch 
G  3  *    freeholds , 


86    CORNWALL    COUNTS 

freeholds^  in  tenant i  for  years  determinable  upon, 
any  life  or  lives,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  in  them, 
and  in  no  others. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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HpHIS   is  a  very  large  county  in  the  extreme, 
weftern   part   of  the    kingdom.     It    is  a. 
duchy  erefted  by  King  Edward  III.  and  granted 
-to  his  eldeft  fon  Edward,  who  was  called  the 
Black  Prince,  and   his  heirs,  the  eldeft   fons  ofc 
the  Kings  of  England.     The  fheriff  is  named 
by  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  who  hath  his  coun*- 
cil  and  officers  belonging  ta  the  duchy.     It  was 
reprefented  in  parliament  at  the  time  of  the  firft 
fummons  of  Edward  I.     Iu  the  26th  of  Edward 
I,  it  returned  two  knights  of  the  (hire,  and  bur-? 
geffes  for  four  boroughs  only,   to.  which   many, 
fince  have  been  added. 

Referenc&t. 
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^TpHIS  i§  a  city  within  the  county  of  Warwick*, 
It  was  incorporated  by  King  Edward  III., 
who,  by  his  charter,  dated  20th  January,  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  rejgn,  appointed  therein  a  mayor 
and  bailiffs  :  and   their  liberties  Tyere  greatly  in* 
cre&fed  by  Richard  II.  in  the  year  1404,     The 
parliament  called   the   farliamtntum  indoftorum/ 
was  held  here  ;  and  Henry  VI.  made  it  a  coun- 
ty of  itfelf,  and.  appointed  the  bailiffs  to  be  fhe- 
riffs  of  the  faid  county  fpr  ever.     It  has  returned 
reprefentatives  to  parliament  from  the  26th,  du- 
ring the  whole    reign  of  Edward  L  but  inter- 
mitted, except   8th  Edward  II.   and  20th  and 
27th  Edward  III.  until  31ft  Henry  VI.  frorn   , 
which  time  it  has  returned  as  other  boroughs. 
There  are  about  fourteen  hundred  voters,  and. 
Q  4  refpe&ing^, 
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refpe&ing  the  right    of  ele&ion   the  following 
refolutions  have  been  made. 

In  1 701-2  it  was  refolved,  that  the  freemen 
receiving  alms,  or  charity,  have  no  right  to  vote  : 
-in  1708,  it  was  refolved  to  be  in  fuch  perfons  as 
have  ferved  apprenticeships  for  feven  years,  with- 
in the  city,  to  one  and  the  fame  trade,  and  not 
receiving  alms,  or  conftant  charities  j  thofe  re- 
ceiving Sir  Thomas  White's  gift  are  not  excluded 
from  voting  :  in  1708  it  was  alfo  determined, 
that  perfons  receiving  Thomas  Wheatlefs  gift 
might  vote:  in  171 1  it  was  refolved,  that  the 
meinbers  of  the  company  of  Fullers,  being  free- 
men, not  receiving  alms,  or  weekly  charity, 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  clc&ions  of  members $ 
and  that  fuch  freemen  as  do  not  receive  alms,  or 
weekly  charity,  and  have  ferved  feven  years  ap- 
prenticeship within  the  faid  city,  or  the  fuburbs 
thereof,  have  a  right  to  vote  :  in  1722-it'  was  re- 
folved, that  the  fitting  member's  counfel  be  ad- 
mitted to  give  evidence  touching  the  qualification 
of  fuch  perfons  as  have  a  righf  to  vote  ;  and  by 
another  refolution  in  the  year  1722  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  injuch  freemen  as 
have  ferved  feven  years  apprenticejhip  to  one  and 
the  fame  trade  in  the  faid  city  and  fuburbs  thereof 

and 
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and  do  not  receive  aim*  or  weekly  charity ;  fuck 
freemen  being  duly  fworn  and  enr  oiled. _ 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year.  Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol, 

1609   1 

1705-6 

15 

*734 

22 

1627   1 

1708 

16 

I735 

22 

1640-1  2 

1 7 10 

16 

1736 

22 

1660   8 

1711 

16 

1747 

25 

1678   9 

J7i3 

i7 

1766 

31 

1689  10 

17*5 

18 

1768 

32 

1698  12 

1722 

20 

.1780 

37 

1701  13 

CRICKLADE. 

THIS  borough  is  fituatcd  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  and  has  returned  members  of  par* 
liament  to  Edward  the  Firft's  parliaments,  and 
afterwards  only  to  the  parliament  of  the  20th  of 
Edward  II.  It  ceafed  fending  members  till  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.%  when  it  fent  to  eleven  par- 
liaments, and  to  two  of  Edward  IV.  after  which 
it  has  been  regular  in  its  returns  with  other 
boroughs. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  voters, 

and 
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and  the  right  of  ele&ion  may  be  feen  from  the* 
following  refolutions  : 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1684. 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  freeholders  and  cqtpy- 
holders  of  the  borough  houjfes,  and  leafeholders 
for  any  term_not  under  three  years,  only. 

1685. 
It  was  agreed  by  the  counfel  on  both  fides  to. 
be  in  the  freeholders,   copyholders,   and  leafe- 
holders^ for  three  years. 

1689. 
It  was  agreed  by  the  counfel  on  both  fides  to^ 
be  in  the  freeholders  and  copyholders  of  bo- 
rough houfes,  and  leafeholders  fpr  any  term  not 
under  three  years.  Tho.fe  poffefled  of  an  eftate 
in  right  of  their  wives  were  not  meant  in  this 
refolution. 

1776/ 
Refolved  by  the  committee,  that  the  right  is 
in  the  inhabitants  poffeffing  houfes  within  the 
borough,  who  are  freeholders,  copyholders,  or 
leafeholders  for  any  term  not  lefs  than  for  three 
years,  or  for  any  fuch  term,  or  greater  term, 
determinable  on  life  or  lives;  fuch  freeholder, 
copyholder,  or  fcafeholder,   having  been  in  the 

occupar* 
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occupation  of  the  houfe  for  which  he  may  claim 
to  vote  four  days  preceding  any  election. 

Refolved  by  the  feme  committee,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  houfes  which  were  in  the, 
occupation  of  Thomas  Bound,Thomas  Kilmafter, 
fenior,  Richard  Liddel,  William  Malfon,  Joha 
Pounds,  and  Robert  Strange,  are  within  the. 
boundary  of  the  borough. 
1695-6. 

The  committee  reported  the  right  of  ele&ioa 
was  in  the  freeholders  and  copyholders  of  the 
borough  houfes,  and,  leafeholders  for  any  term, 
not  under  three  years.  . 

References  to  /^Journals. 
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1 774-5  35 

Subjlance  of  the  lajl  Cafe  of  controverted  Elepion^ 

The  fitting  member  was  Samuel Peach>Efq;  and. 
the  petitioners  were  fix  perfons,on  behalf  of  them*? 
fclves  and  others,  ele&ors  of  the  borough  of 
Cricklade ;   arid  fourteen  perfons,  on  behalf  of 

them- 
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themfelves  and  others*  electors  of  the  faid  bo- 
rough.   . 

On  Thurfday  the  8th  pf  February,  thecam- 
mittee  being  met,  the  two  petitions  were  read, 
Hating  that  at  the  late  election  John  Dewar,  JL/q. 
had  a  majority  of  legal  votes,  although  the  return- 
ing officer  had  returned  Mr.  Peach;  that  many 
legal  voters  had  been  r.efufed  polling  fqr  Mr.De^ 
war,  and  many  voters  been  admitted  for  Mr. 
Teach  who  had  not  right  to  poll ;  and  that  by 
thofe  and  other  undue %  corrupt,  and  illegal  prac* 
tices%  Mr.  Peach  had  procured  himfelf  to  be 
returned.  , 

The  cpuniel  for  the  petitioners  propofed, 

I.  To  eftablifh  a  great  many  votes  as  legal, 

'  which  had  been  tendered  for  Mr.Dewar,  and  had 
been  rejected,  and  alio  to  difqualify  others  which 
had  been  received  for  Mr.  Reach,  fo  as  to  leave 
a  clear  majority  for  Mr.  Dewar. 

II.  To  prove  fuch  mifcondudt  in  the  returning 
officer,  as  to  call  for  a  fpecial  report  from  the 
committee. 

III.  To  prove  bribery  on  Mr.  Peach,  by  hi* 
agents,  fo  as  to  difqualify  him  from  being  able  to 
retain  his  feat. 

Both  fides  admitted  Cricklade  to  be  a  borough 

by. 


tlICK  LAD  E.  93 

by  prefcription,  but  not  incorporated.  That  the 
bailiff  of  the  manor  of  Crickiade  is  the  returning 
officer.  That  the  bailiff  and  conftables  of  the 
borough  arc  chofen  yearly  at  the  Michaelmas 
court-bet,  held  in  the  borough,  before  the  ftcw- 
ard  of  the  manor  of  Crickiade.  That  there  is  a 
(mailer  manor  within  the  borough  called  the  Ma- 
nor of  Abingdon  Court,  which  is  fubordinate  to 
the  other*  and  is  held  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Salisbury  for  99  ?years  determinable  on  lives* 
That  there  are  alfo  in  the  borough  charity  eftajes 
held  of  the  feoffees  of  the  charity,  for  terms  de- 
terminable on  lives.  That  the  houfes  in  the  bo* 
rough  are  chiefly  held,  either  in  freehold,  m  copy- 
hold, on  leafes  for  99  years  determinable  on  lives, 
on  leafes  for  terms  abfolute  of  three  or  more  than 
three  years,  and  on  leafes  for  terms  of  three  or 
more  years,  under  leflees  for  99  years  determin- 
able on  lives.  That  Mr.  Nejbitt,  lord  of  the  ma- 
nor, (the  other  member  for  the  borough,)  was 
the  a&ive  and  avowed  friend  of  Mr.  Peach,  and 
fupported  him  with  all  his  intereft.  That  the 
appointment  of  the  bailiff  is  very  much  in  Mr. 
Nc(bitt*s  power. 

The  petitioners  contended, 
I.  That  the  boundaries  of  the  borough  ex- 
tend 
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tend  beyond  the  line  adopted  on  the  part  of  the 
iitting  member ;  and  that  /even  houfes;  for 
which  votes  had  been  tendered  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Dewar,  and  reje&ed  on  the  ground  of  their 
4>eing  without,  are  within,  the  boundaries. 

II.  That  it  is  not  neceflary  that  the  houfes  for 
which  votes  are  claimed  fhould  either  be  an- 
cient houfes,  or  built  on  ancient  fcites;  but 
that  a  fufficient  eftate,  in  any  houfe  within  the 
borough,  gives  a  right  to  vote. 

III.  That  liafeholders  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  or  more5determinable  on  a  life  or  lives,  and 
perfons  having  leafes  for  that  or  a  longer  term, 
granted  by  leflbrs  who  have  themfelves  leafes 
for  three  or  r^ote  years,  but  determinable  on  a 
life  or  lives,  have  a  right  to  vote. 

IV.  That  all  the  three  claffes  of  voters, 
viz.  freeholders,  copyholders,  and  leafeholders, 
muft  have  refided  40  days  in  the  place  before 
the  eledtion,  and  muft  be  parifhionerS; 


'> 


The  counfel  foV  the  fitting  member  infifted 
•  I.  That  the  boundaries  of  the  borough  are 
according  to  certain  limits  which  they  pointed 
out,  and  which  exclude  the  feven  houfes  in 

queftion. 

II.  That 
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II.  That  no  houfes  give  a  right  to  vote,  ex- 
cept ancient  houfes,  or  new  houfes  built  ©A 
ancient  fcites  -,  and  that  what  are,  called  ne<to 
houfes  give  no  right  to  vote. 

III.  That  no  leafeholder  can  vote,  uhlefs  his 
leafe  be  for  thrfee  or  more  years  certain  from  a 
leffor  who  has  an  abfolute  eftate  for  three  or 
more  years  certain,  and  not  determinable  on 
lives. 

IV.  That  refidence  of  40  days  before  thft 
election  is  neceffary  only  to  qualify  thofe  who 
claim  to  vote  as  leafeholders,  and  is  hot  required 
in  freeholders  and  copyholders  -,  and  that  legal 
fettlements  are  not  neceffary  to  any  voters. 

■  The  feveti  houfes,  which  were  alleged  by  the 
c^unfel  for  the  petitioners  to  be  within  thd 
borough',  and  denied  to  be  within  it  by  the 
connfel  for  Mr.  Peach,  at  the  time  of  the  elec-' 
tion,  were  in  the  occupation  of  the  following 
perfons :  Thomas  Bound,  Thomas  Kilmafter, 
fen.  Richard  Liddel,  William  Malfon^  John 
Pound,  Robert  Strange,  and  William  Wake* 
fold. 

A  great  variety  of  evidence  was  called  oh 
both  iides,  after  which  the  committee  refolved, 

"That 
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44  That  the  counfcl  for  the  petitioner  are  at 
liberty  to  enter  into  the  proof  of  bribery  by 
Samuel  Peach,  Efq.  it  being  comprehended  in 
the  words  corrupt  pra&ices,  alleged  in  the 
petition." 

Upon  this,  evidence  was  gone  into;  and  other 
evidence  to  contradict  the  charge  was  after- 
wards produced  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Peach. 
•  The  committee  then  refolved,  u  That  the 
right  of  voting  for  members  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment is  in  the  inhabitants  poffeffing  houfes 
within  the  fold  borough,  who  are  freeholders, 
copyholders,  or  houfeholders,  for  any  term  not 
lefs  than  three  years,  or  for  any  fuch  term,  or 
greater  term,  determinable  on  life  or  lives ; 
fuch  freeholder,  copyholder,  or  leafeholder, 
having  been  in  the  occupation  of  the  houfe 
for  which  he  may  claim  to  vote  40  days  pre- 
ceding any  election,"' 

Alfo  refolved, "  That  the  feven  houfes  before- 
mentioned  are  within  the  boundary  of  the  bo- 
rough, and  are  entitled  to  vote." 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  member,  when 
they  were  acquainted  withthefe  two  reiblu- 
tions,  informed  the  committee  that  they  wduld 
give  them  no  farther  trouble. 

On 


«       G  R  1  C  K-  L  A  t>  &  §7 

On  Monday  tlte  i$th  of  Febru&ry,  the  com- 
ttiltltec,  by  their  chairman,  informed  the  hou&, 
that  they  had  determined; 

€€  That  John  Drtaar\  Efq.  was  duly  efeafei, 
arid  ought  to  have  been  returned.**       \ 

They  "made  no  fpfceial  reptfrk 

The  foregoing,  infteacfc  qf  being,  flated  as  the 
*SitbJimce  ef  the  loft  Cafe  cf  ctmtrx^erted  EkSlhn^ 
{as  iti*  fol.  9!,)  flhauld  have  been  ftated  as  the 
Subjlanct  if  the  Cafe  of pbe  cvntrmeriedMleBwH 
in  the  year  1776,  tghea  Mr.Purie  likewife  was 
a  candidate $  and  by  him  the  merits  of  that 
ieledtioh, :  and  the  nghii  of  voting  for  this  bo- 
rough, were  brought  before  a  committee  of  the 
houfegf  commons,  after  Mr.  Dewar  had  afean- 
doned  the  petitions  preferited  by  him* 

What  h^s  been  hitherto-  faid  relates  entirely 
to  the  right  of  voting,  as  confined  to  the 
inhabitants,  which  cannot  amount  jo  three 
hundred,  as  there  are  not  three  hundred  houfes 
within  the  borough ;  but  as,  by  a  late  aft,  a 
right  of  voting  for  reprfcfentatives  for  this  bo- 
rougfij  in  common  with  the  old  ele&ors,  has 
boeii  given  to  a  numerous  body  of  neighbour* 
ing  freeholder^,  in  confequence  of  the  corrup- 
tion pra&ifed  at  the  general  ele&ibn  in  tbe 

H  year 
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yeir  1780,  it  is  neceflary  to  give  a  ftiort  ftate* 
mcnt  of  the  circumftances  of  that  elediicm,  and 
of  the  extended  right  of  voting,  as  now  efta- 
Mifhed  by  aft  of  parliament. 

At  the  cleaion  at  CHcklade,  in  September; 
1780,  PaulBenfield,  Efq.  John  M'Pberfon>  Efq. 
and  Samuel  Petrie,  Efq.  were  candidates.     At 
the  dofe  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  wehe  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr*  Benfield  and  Mr,  M'Pberfm,  who 
Were  accordingly  returned  2  but  againft  this  re- 
turn Mr.  Petrie  prefented  a  petition  to  the 
houfe  of   commons,    alleging    grofs   bribery 
againft  both  his  competitors*  and  contending 
that  he  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
beea  returned,  having  had  a  con fidcr able  ma- 
jority of  kgjal  uncorrupt  votes.— This  petition 
was  referred  to  a  feledl  committee  of  the  houfe, 
which,  owing  to  the  number  of  petitions  de- 
pending, was  not  ballotted  for  till  the  24th  of 
January*  1782.— —On  the  ift  of  February, 
1782,  the  committee  reported  to  the  houfe,  that 
Mr.  Benfieid  was  duly  eledted,  and  that  Mr. 
M'Pherjon  and  Mr.  Petrie  were  not  duly  ele&ed. 
They  lifcfcwife  made  a  fpecial  report,  relative  to 
the  grofs  bribery  that  had  been  pra&ifed  at  tjiis 
sle&Ion. — On  die  18th  of  February*  upon  mo- 
tion of  Sir  Harbord  Harbord,  feconded  by  Lord 

Althorp, 
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Althorp,  the  houfe  agreed  to  the  refolutibris  of 
the  committee ;  gave  Ifeave  to  ptejpare  and  bring 
in  a  bill  to  prevent  bribery  aiid  fcorruption  at 
*ny  future  election ;  and  ordered  Tthkt  xio  writ 
fliould  be  iffued  for  three  months.  This  bill 
Was  accordingly  bft>u|ht  in  ;  paffed  the  com- 
mons oh  the  1 8th  of  March;  patted  the  lords 
on  the  13  th  of  May  ;  atad  oh  the  17th  of  May 
received  the  royal  aflertt.      .. 

By  this  ad  of  the  2  2d  of  George  III.  c.  3 1,  at 
every  ele&ion  of  a  burgefs  or  burgefles  to  ferve 
in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  a 
right  to  vote  is  given  t6  6vety  freeholder  within 
the  hundreds  or  divifioris  oifUghw6rth\  Crickladt\ 
Staple,  Kingjbridge,  and  Malmjbury%  who  rtiall 
be  duly  qualified  to  v"pte  at  elections  for  knights 
of  the  (hire  for  the  county  of  Wilts }  4nd  thb 
right  of  ele&ion  is  declared  to  be  in  fuch  frec- 
holders,  and  in  the  perfons  who,  by  the  Ciiftoni 
and  iifage  of  the  faid  borough,  have,  or  here- 
after fhall  have,  a  right  to  Vote  at  fuch  eledion* 

The  groflhefs  of  the  corruption  in  this  jbd£ 
rough,  \frliich  could  alone  furriifh  fupport  id 
fuch  an  a&,  had  bfeeri.  made  hbtorioiii  by  the 
ipirited  cohdudt  of  Mr.  Fetrie,  tvho,  by  evi- 
dence of  fpecific  a&s  of  bribery,  hearly  proved 
its  briiverfality;  arid  reduced,  before  the  corri- 

H  2       v;v:^>*Miiiitteei 
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mittee,  the  votes  pf  bis  xompe^tprS  cpp£&f$~ 
bly  belQw  the  number  \yhjch  he  |ia^  polled  i 
\y\xt  he  lofl  his  feat  in  ]^liap[K»it,  uqder  the.  r^-r 
port  of  the  committee,  by  a  jvujgpjeftjj  ft^pa  3 
verdift  againft  him,  having  be;e$  admitted  iA 
evidence,  which  has;  fiftce  been  proved  t$  h&*$ 
t>een  obtained  by  perjury. 
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CUMBERLAND. 

THIS  county,  which  is  the  moft  northern 
part  of  the  kingdpm,  was  west  fironti  the 
Scots  by  William  the  Conqueror,  and  from  that 
time  has  been  a  part  of  this  kingdom.  It  has 
been  repreftpted  in  parliament  hQm  the  time 
x>{  the  fir  ft  returns  in  the  28th  of  E4war4  I. 
Inference?,  to  the.  Journals. 


Year. 

VpJ, 

Year. 

»Vol. 

Year. 

Vol 

I57I 

1 

1702 

14 

1757 

27 

1624 

1 

1714-1 

5  18 

1762 

29 

1645 

4 

*744 

34 

1768-932 

1664 

8 

1755 

27 

1769 

3* 

1680 

9. 

l756 

27 

DARTMOUTH,  o/&t-w#  CLIFTON* 
DARTMOUTH  -  HARDNESS. 

THERE  are  three  towns  which  compofd 
one  borough,  or  have  three  d,i.vifions  o£ 
one  borough,  lying  upon  the  fea-co^jft, .  in  the 

fouth 
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fouth  part  of  Devonihire.  It  has  been  a 
ipayor-town  from  the  reign  of  King  John,  and 
returned  burgefles  to  parliament  the  26th  of 
Edward  I.  and  from,  that  time  qeafed  till. the 
24th  of  Edward  III.  from  which  time  to  this 
it  has  returned.  In  the  26th  of  Henry  VI.  they 
were  (jhoTen  in  the  county  court,  as  appears  by. 
the  indenture  for  the  county. 

There  are  about  ons  hundred   and  twenty - 
voters;  and,  by  a  refoliition  of  1689,  the  com- 
mittee reported,   that  the  right  of  elejftion  lay 
in  the  freemen  of  the  faid  borough  ;  and  at  the 
fame  tiirte  efelfermined;  xhkt  twenty-five  new 
freemen,  made  after  the  writ  bore  teft,  were 
$ot  duly  nor  legally  made,  and  ordered,   that 
Mr.  Whitrow,   the  late  ipayorj   be  taken  into, 
cuftody  for  his,  mifdsmeanors  in  making  the- 
fj^d  freemsq* 

'References  to  the  Journals. 

Ye*r.    '  ' 

1641 

1645 

1646 

1604 

1666 

1670 

1672*3 

1685 


reL 

Year.  Vol. 

Year.  Vol* 

2 

1689     10 

1740     23 

4 

1698-9  12 

I741     24. 

7 

1700     13 

1754    27. 

8 

1713     17 

1757-27 

ff 

1725     20 

1766     30- 

9.  . 

1726     26 

1767     31./ 

9 

1728     ai 

9. 

1730     21 

Hj 
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DENBIGHSHIRE. 

HIS  county  is  one  of  the  twelve  Welfl^ 
counties  empowered  by  the  ftatute  of 
27th  of  Henry  VIII.  to  fend  a  knight 'to  par- 
liament, and  it  hath  ever  fincc  done  fo. 

References  to  the  Jou**iAts. 

Year.  Vol.       '  Year."  Vol.      "  Year.  Vol. 

1 66 1       8  j  716     18  f74i-2  ^ 

1663      8  172*    20  1749     25 

^80         9  I74O      2£ 


DENBIGH    TOWN. 

'HIS  is  the  (hire-town  of  the  county,  and, 
as  fuch,  entitled  to  fend  members  to  par- 
liament by  ftatute  27th  of  Henry  VIII.  from 
\vhich  time  it  has  returned ' reprelentativ.es. 

The  number  of  voters  are  about  five  hun- 
dred ;  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  bur- 
geffej?,  inhabitants  of  the  boroughs  of  Denbjgh, 
Ruthyn,  and  Holt,  refpe&iyely. 

References,  to  the  jo  i?,R  n  a  i,  s. 
Year.  Vol.         Year.  V6L        Yean   Vol. 

*6Z9      9  l7l$     J8  1743     a.* 

-    1690-1  10  1733"    ".  1749     25, 

1706  1  13  1J42    24! 

DERIY- 
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DERBYSHIRE, 

*TpHIS  is  a  county  in  the  northern  part  of  th* 
**    kingdom,  and  lia*  keen  reprefented  iiv 
parliament  from  the  timaof  &ing>  Edward  L 

References  to  the  Journals. 

Year.  Vol.  Year.  Vol-  Y««.  Vol, 

1660      8  1701     %$  1775^    3$ 

$670      3  1751     26 


DERBY   'TOW  N, 

"T^HIS  is  the  capital  or  chief  town  of  the 
-  county  of  this  name.  It  was  a  borough, 
by  prescription,  and  governed  by  its  bailiffs, 
who  were  eleded  yearly  on  Michaelmas-day, 
according  to  a,  charter  of  King  James  L  but, 
in  the  i^A^  yf  Charles  I.  it  was  incorporated 
by  the  name  and,  ftylc  of  mayor  and  burgeflcs* 
It  returned  burgeflts  to  parliament  26th  of 
Edward  I.  and  hajs  fo,  cbntinued  to  do  till  this 
time. 

There  are  about  fevea  hundred  voters  %  and. 
the  righj  of  election  is  Jp  the  corporation,  bur* 
geffes,  and  freemen. 

H  4  Reference*^ 
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References  to  the  Journals. 

Year.  Vol,   •      Year.  Vol.         Year. 

Vok 

1645      4          171*,    17         ."747 

zSl 

1698     iz          1715    18          1748 

H 

J7»* '  tj    .      172$    21          1762 

*9 

I7°?     l6       l.  *?35    2*          J765 

30- 

1710     16          J741-2  24-  *     1772 

33 

*7 *  *     ',7,         174$.  25         1775-6 

35 

Subjfance of  the  Cafe  of  the  loft  controverted 

IjJeSiion.. 

The  petitioners  were  Daniel  Parker  Coke, 
Efq.  and  feveral  electors  of  members  to  ferve. 
in  parliament  for  the- borough  of  Derby,  and 
John  GiJb9rnef'E^.  v*as  tke^fittrng  ntember* 

On  Thurfday  the  firft  of  February,    1766,^ 
the.  committee  being  met,  the  two  petitjpM 
were  read.  .   , 

Mr..  Coifs  petition  fet  forth,  that  he  was 
elected  by  z  gjeat  imjorjty  of  legal  yoteitfj  but 
that  the  returning  officer  had  rejected  the  votes^ 
of  many  ,perfons  who  had  a  right  to  poll,  and 
who  tendered  their  v'9tes  for  the  pgtitipnerj 
and  admitted  many  voters  to  vote  fef  J\£f, 
Gljborne  who  had  no  right. 

The  other  petition  fet  forth,  that  thft  peti- 
tioners and  divers  others,  having  a  fight*to;be 
admitted  burgefles,  had  claimed  thfir  righf  ac- 

v  ,  ;  •  *  coTdingly; 
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foiditgiy  >  bat  thitt  the  n*ayor>:  aldeiroeh,  and, 
burgefies,  bad  xefiifed  toJadmit  tfttfft,  although 
thsy  hftcj  4#miy£4  ofhfiff  ,uader  the  Ufeexii;- 
cumftances,  who  vtfted  for  Mr*  Gijborni. 

Then  fipllowqd  other  allegations,  *efpe&ing 
the  receiving  -and;  rcjefting  .votes,  tp  the  fatoe 
efFedt  with  thofe  in  the  petition  gf  Mr.  Coke; 

The  .numbers  op  the  poll,  as  produced  to 
tke  comjmduep  by  the  mayor,  whQ  is  the  re- 
turning office;,  were  as  follow: 

For  ,Mr„  Gijhorne     -   .  343 
ForMr.-Cofc    -     -3*9- 
Majority  for  Mr.  Gijborne    14 

But*  thte  couftfei  for  the  petitioners,  in  open- 
ing their  cafe,  laid,  that  they  propofed  to  add 
42  to  the  poll  for  Mr.  Coke,  viz. 

z6\  whp,  being  entitled  to  be  admitted  *to 
the  freqdom  of  the  borough,  had  de- 
manded fuch  admiffibn  before  the  elec- 
tion, and,  having  been  refufed,  had  ten- 
dered their  votes  at  the  poll  for  Mr.Coke. 
1 2  under  the  fame  cifciimftances,  but  who 
had  demanded  to  be  admitted  on  dif- 
ferent 6ccafidns.  *  * 
4   Who  had  their  freedom,  but  whofe  votes 

*-*    were  ffejetfed  by  the  mayor* 

42 They 
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They  alia  propofed  to  ftrike  off  16  froa% 
|bc  poll  for  the  fitting  member : 
-    5    who  live  in  alms-houfes,  called  Derby 
Hofpital ; 
3   for  having  received  parish  relief; 
3    honorary  burgefles  admitted  within  the 

*  year; 
3    who  had  been  admitted  burgefles,  on  the 
title  bf  fervitude;  without  having  fe^ved 
a  feven-years  appretiticefhip ; 

2  who  were  never  admitted  to  their  free- 
—        dom.  - 

16 

In  the  courfe  of  the  caufe,  howeyer^  it  w*s 
only  neceffary  for  the  committee  to  hear  evi- 
dence, and  to  decide  concerning  the  votes  of 
27  <?f  thofe  who,  claiming  by  antecedent  titles, 
had  demanded  admiflion  to  their  freedom,  and* 
having  been  refused,  tendered-  tbcij:  votes  for,, 
Mr/ Coke. 

It  was  admitted  on  both  fides  that  the  cor* 
poration  is  in  pofleflion  of  the  power  of  bf- 
flowing  the  freedom  of  the  borough,  either  by 
purchaie  or  favour,  on  perfons  who  have  no.. 
antecedent  ti.tles.  Freemen  fo  admitted  $re 
called  honorary.     The  votes  of  the  honorary 

freemen 
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lireex&ea  were  obje&ed  to  at  the  poll,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Coke ;  and,  in  the  interval  between 
the  election  and  the  trial  of  the  caufe,  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
for  informations,  in  the  nature  of  quo  warr antes, 
againft  the  honorary  freemen ;  but  the  court 
having  thought  that  Efficient  matter  was  not 
laid  before  them  in  the  affidavits  to  juftify  them 
in  granting  informations,  they  were  refgfed. 
The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  did  qpt,  there- 
fore, queftion  the  votes  of  the  honorary  free- 
men before  the  committee.  Of  this  clafs  votes 
had  been  received  on  the  poll,  as  well  for  Mr. 
Coke  as  for  Mr.  GHborne,  under  Coke's  ge- 
neral proteft  againft  them. 

It  was  alfo  admitted  on  both  fides,  that  the 
previous  rights,  which  give  a  title  to  demand 
the  burgefsfhip  of  Derby,  are, 

I.  To  be  the  fon  of  a  burgefs,  porn  after  the 
admiffion  of  his  father  to  his  freedom,  and  to 
be  refident  in  the  borough  at  the  time  of  the 
demand. 

IL  To  have  ferved  an  apprenticeship  of  feven 
years  to  a  freeman,  and  to  be  refident  in  like 
manner  at  the  time  of  the  demand. 

The  counfel  for  th?  petitioners  alleged,  that 
$ey  meant  to  prove,  that  the  27,  whofc  votes 

they 
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they  .meiot  to  eftabiifhi  were  poffefled  of  in- 
Acboate  rights,  and  th#  their  votes,  qttjght  to  be 
-added  to  the  polL 

Q&th&  othfer  fide,  the  principle  was  admitted; 
bat  fttppofin$  thefe  perforis  poflcffed  of  antece- 
dent rights!  the  fa&  of  their  hating  demanded 
their,  adiwffioi*  of  the  ptoper  pttffbns*  or  in  the 
ijproper  Wanner,  *wa£i^eomdj       • 

Thq  counfei  for  the  pfctmonerc  fold,  that,  by 
.tl|e  fexpr$fc  provifion  of.  .the  chartfen,  the  perfons 
appointed  to  admit  freemen  arei  the  mayor  and 
three  aldermfcrij>but  cm  the  part  of  Mr.  Gijborne 
it  was  4enied  to  bfc  tfye  lfegal  nlode  o£  admifliom 
.  The  original  charter,  wai  prodfceed^  and  after 
a  variety  of  evidence  ,  and  argument  on  both 
fides,  the  committee 

41  Refoived,  That  the  clatifes  in  the  charter, 
which  have  been  produced  to  this  Committee, 
have  npt  fo  eftabliflied  the  mode  of  aditiiflion. 
of  the  freemen  of  tjii9  borough  as  to  excliide 
other  evidence/'  . 

After  the  committee  had  come  to  thiijefohi? 
tion;  what  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  ittember 
had  alleged,  was  clearly  proved,  or  admitted, 
viz. 

.    Thatj  until  the  year  17  ji;  as  far  back  as  evi- 
dence j&Qp*  the  uf&gc  has  been:  to  admit  free- 

-,  men, 
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teen,  Whether  honorary  or  by  ftVAy  at  a  common* 
hall  only;  and  that  an  oath  of  office  Was  ttieii 
adminiftcred  to  the  perfbtas  admitted,;  different 
from  the  parliamentary  oaths  prefcribed  by  the 
tharter. 

The  cpdnfel  for  the  petitioners  then  went 
into  the  evidence  on  the  whole  of  tbelf  qafe, 
which  con  fitted  of  two  $ff6ren£  pvts,,  $t\#fad 
two  diftiftift  objfedts,   viz.,    .  /       ''_/' 

I.  To  fheW  the  naturj?  and^circum^an^s.or 
the  application  whidh  the  pierfons,1  w&ofe^  votes 
they  meant  to  eftablifh,  hpd  made  tti  be/  ad- 
mitted to  their  freedom,  and  the  different  de- 
lays, and  final  refufal  t  of  th$  jnayor  to  ^dmit 
them  before  the  election*  .  \ 

II.  To  fubftantiate  the  titles  of  thofe  jpf  fl/*^ 
by  proving. either  theip  birtlj,  or  fer vices*  as 
apprentices, .  tp  have  b^n  Cupfy.  as, .  by  tlpe, 
cuftom  of  the  bgrqug-Ji*  %  g£V£  tk$px,  a  right  & 
demand  their  freedom.  .    ..fi    .  •      >> 

The  cottnfclr  h^vir^g  finifh^thsif  arguments ; 
the  copimittce,  a&er  a  Jong  dd$pration,  both  orji 
the  .  7th  of  February,;  tjift  day,  jhe  .counlei 
fii?i{hed,  and  on  the  &th,  c%03e,  to.  the  following 
refolutions : 

"Refolved,  That  thofe  perfons  who  applied 
to  the  mayor  on  the  5th  and  9th  of  February, 
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iJ7S»  and  have  proved  their  rights,  be  added 
to  the  poll."  v 

"  Refolved*  That  tfobn  Wedgwood  be  added 
ite  the  poll/ 

"Refolved,  That  Thomas  Bilfon  be  added  t$ 
the  Poll." 

kRefolved,  That  Charles  Clarke  be  added 
to  the  poll." 

•«  Refolved,  That  Thomas  Hancock  and  Wi£ 
Ham  Mattocks  be  added  to  the  poll." 

"  Refolved}  That  Thomas  §ones  be  added  to 
the  poll." 

The  committee  then  came  to  this  general 
resolution. 

«'  Refolved,  That  all  the  27  voters  iri 
queftion,  except  William  Sate;  ought  to  be 
added  to  the  poll." 

Upon  this,  the  coiinfel  for  the  fitting  member 
told  the  committee  they  were  inftrudted  to  fay, 
that  they  would  not'  give  the  committee  any 
farther  trouble. 

And  the  fame  day,  Thurfday  the  8th  of  Fe- 
bruary, the  committee*  by  their  chairman;  in- 
formed the  houle,  that  they  had  determined, 

"That  Dariiel Parker  Cote,  Efq.  the  peti- 
tioner, was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned.'' 

DEVIZES; 
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DEVIZES. 

THIS  is  a  borough' m  Wiltihire,  incorpti- 
porated  by  King  Charles  I.  but  reprfe- 
fented  in  parliament  in  Edward  I/s  time ;  only 
in  the  ift,  8th,  and  19th  of  Edward  II.  and 
then  from  the  4th  of  Edward  III.  to  this 
timfe,  as  other  boroughs. 

The    right  of  ele&ion  is,  in  the  mayor  and 
feled:  number  of  burgefles  only. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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THIS  is  a  vfery  large,  county  in  the  weftern 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  has  returned 
knights  to  parliament  from  the  firft  fummons 
in  Edward  I/s  time.  -■  l*he  firft  memorandum 
met  with  is  in  the  16th  of  Richard  II.     Sir 

Philip 
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Philip  Courtney,  one  o(  the  knights  returned- 
was  accufed  in  parlifcroent  of  mapy  heinous 
offences,  and  was.  difcbarged  at  his  sequeft, 
jintil  he  fliould  acquit  biimfelj;  of  the  fame,  froja 
being  a  number,  by  the  king  and  lo^ds ;  bui 
was  afterwards,  reftored  u,ppn  the  petition  qf 
the  commous.  In  the  4th  of  Henry  IV.  he 
was.  again  accufed  of"  feveral  mifdemeanorsj 
and  by  the  king  and  lords  committed  to  the 
Tower,  and  there  remained  until  enlarged  (upon 
fureties)   at  ther^eft  of  the  comqapns. 
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DORCHESTER 

THIS  is  the  flike-town  of  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  and  an  ancient  borough.  It 
was  anciently  the  king's  demefne ;  and  its  an- 
cient government  was  by  bailiffs,  as  appears 
by   the  fine  roll  17  Edward  II.    whereby  the 

cuftody 
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toftody  of  the  borough  was  granted  to  the  bai- 
liffs, burgeffes,  and  good  men  thereof,  for  five 
years,  upon  payment  of  20/.  yearly  5  and  King 
Edward  IIL  dn  the  petition  of  burgeffes,  gave 
them  the  grant  for  ever  On  their  paying  the  faid 
yearly  farm  of  20/.  per  annum. 

It  was  anciently  incorporated ;  but  the  firft 
charter  met  With  is  in  16 10,  whereby  James 
I.  appointed  the  government  of  the  borough 
to  be  by  two  bailiffs  and  fifteen  burgeffes^ 
Who  were  to  be  called  capital  burgeffes,  and 
counfellors  of  the  faid  borough,  out  of  Which 
the  bailiffs  were  to  be  chofen.  He  alfo  gave 
them  power  to  chafe  a  recorder,  &c.  But  all 
thefe  liberties  are  more  amply  fet  forth  and 
Confirmed  in  the  charter  of  King  Charles  I.  in 
the  5th  year  of  his  reign,  whereby  he  confirm* 
their  liberties,  and  grants  that  henceforth  the 
faid  borough  (hall  be  a  free  borough)  and 
the  bailiffs,  burgeffes, /and  inhabitants  thereof 
fhould  be  a  body  corporate,  confiding  of,  and 
fubfifting  by,  the  name  of  hiayor,  bailiffs,  alder-  " 
men,  and  burgeffes  of  the  faid  borough ;  and 
there  (houid  be  one  mayor,  two  bailifi^  fix 
aldermen,  and  fit  capital  burgeffe$i  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  faid  borough  *  and  alfo  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  borough  are  incorporated, 

t  by 
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by  the  name  df  governor,  affiftants,  And  free- 
men of  the  faid  borough,  over  whom  there 
fhall  be  one  governor,  and  twenty-four  affift- 
ants, to  be  chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  th* 
faid  borough.  It  has  returned  burgeffes  to  par- 
liament ever  fince  the  23d  of  Edward  I. 

There  are  about  four  hundred  voters,  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  borough,  paying  to  church  and  poor,  in 
,  refpedt  of  their  perfonal  eftatfes  5  and  in  fuCh 
perfons  as  pay  to  church  and  poor,  in  refpedl 
©f  their  real  eftates  within  the  faid  borough: 
This  Was  a  refolution  of  the  year  1726;  and 
in  1775  it  was  refolved*  that  fueh  perfons 
as  pay  to  church  and  poor,  in  refped  of  their 
real  cftateSj  within  the  borough  of  Dorchefter^ 
though  not  inhabitants,  or  occupiers,  are  en- 
titled to  vote*  It  was  in  the  year  1720  deter- 
mined, that  that  part  of  the  pari(h,  called 
Holy  Trinity,  alias  Dorchefter  Trinitaiis,  which 
Was  formerly  the  parifli  of  Froome  Whitfield^ 
is  no  part  of  the  borough;  and  that  thetithiftg 
of  Collington-Row,  within  the  parifli  of  th6 
Holy  Trinity  >  alias  Dorchefter  Trinitatis,  is  no 
part  of  the  borough* 

References 


DORCHESTER.        115 

References  to  the  Journals, 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year*  - 

Vol. 

'  Year. 

Vol. 

1661 

8 

1720 

l9 

I75* 

26 

1676 

9 

172a 

20 

1756 

27 

1679 

9 

1728 

21 

1762 

29 

1689 

10 

*735- 

22 

^65 

3° 

1690 

10 

*737 

22 

.*774 

35 

1701 

13 

1742 

24 

1709 

16 

175° 

26 

Subjlance  of  the  Cafe,  of  the  laft  controverted 
EUftion. 
The  fitting  members  were  Edward  Ewer* 
Efq.  and  John  Damcr,  Efq.  and  the  petiti- 
oners were  Anthony  Chapman,  Efq;  and  feveral 
inhabitants  and  electors  of  the  borough  of  Dor- 
chefter. 

The  committee  met  on  the  2 2d  of  February 
and  the  two  petitions  were  read.     The  firft  fet 
Forth,  in  general,  that  the  petitioners  had  a  ma- 
jority of  legal  votes,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned^   and  the   other  alleged,  fpecially^  that 
divers  pcrfons  were  admitted  to  vote,  ftwho  were 
neither    "  inhabitants,    nor  occupiers    of  real 
eftates  within  the  borough/'  and  had  no  right. 
The  numbers  on  the  poll  were, 
For  Ewer,         —         232 
For  Damef,       —       214 
For  Chapman j    —     145 

1 2  But 
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But  the  counfel  for  Chapman  alleged,  that,  if 
they  were  right  in  their  conftru&ion  of  the  de- 
termination of  the  right  of  ele&ioii,  the  rtum- 
vbers  of  legal  Votes  \vouid  be, 

For  Chapman,  —  118 
For  Ewfcr,  <—  ufc 
ForDamer       — '       112 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  denied 
this ;  and  it  was  determined  that  the  conftru&ioa 
of  the  kft  determination  fliould  be  feparately 
argued. 

The  laft  determination  was,  that  the  right 
of  election  lay  in  the  inhabitants  paying  to 
church  and  poor,  in  refpedt  of  their  perfonal 
eftates 5  and  in  fuch  perfons  as  pay  to  church 
and  pdof;  in  refpedt  of  their  real  eftates  within 
the  borough. 

The  counfel  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners 
contended^  that  the  laft  claufe  of  the  determi- 
nation meant  only  "fuch  as  are  occupiers  of 
real  eftates  within  the  borough*  and,  in  refpeft 
thereof,    pay  to  church  and  -poor." 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  contended* 

that  it  meant   "owners  of  real  eftates  within 

the  borough,    paying, ,  in    refpedt  thereof,  to 

church  and  poor,   whether  fuch  real  eftates  are 

in  their  own  occupation  or  not." 

The 


j 


DORCHESTER.  i^ 

The  ufage  fince  1720  was  admitted  to  be 
in  favour  of  out -voters. 

The  counfel  on,  both^fides  entered  ipto  a  long , 
argument  on  the  meaning  of  the  laft  determi-^ 
nation,  which  having  concluded,  the  committee 
came  to  the  following  refolution : 

"That  i*  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that,  purfuant  toth*  laft  determination  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  fuch  perfonsas  pay  to  church 
and  poor,  in  refpedt  to  their  real  eftates,  within 
the  borough  of  Dorchefter,  in  the  county  of, 
Dorfet,  though  not  inhabitants  or  occupiers, 
were  entitled  to  vote  at  the  laft  ele&ion  of  hur- 
geffcs  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough." 

The  coynfel  for  the  petitioners,  on  being  in- 
formed of  this,  faid  they  were  inftrudted  not  tp 
give  the  committee  any  farther  trouble. 

On  Thurfday,  the  23d  of  February,  the  com- 
mittee, by  their  chairman,  informed  tjie  hpufe, 
that  tlpey  had  determined, 

That   the  two  fitting  members   were  duty  , 
hefted. 

DORSETSHIRE. 

THIS  county  is  in  the  weftern  parts  of  the 
.     kingdom,    was  joined   under  the  fan^e 
fljieriffwith  Somerfet, and  fent  members  to  par- 

I  2  liament  ^ 
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liament  from  the  time  of  the  fir  ft  returns  in  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  I. 
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DOVER. 

THIS  town  or  port  is  fitmated  within  the 
county  of  Kent,  and  is  chief  of  the  ancient 
Cinque  or  five  Ports,  which  was  their  original 
number,  viz,  Dover,  Sandwich,  and  Romney, 
in  the  time  of  the  Confeffor,  and  Haftings  and 
Hythe,  fince  added  by  the  Conqueror.  Lord 
Coke  writes  that  Winchelfea  and  Rye  were  alfa 
added ;  but  they  were  never  accounted  fo4  being 
only  called  ancient  towns,  and  members  of  the 
faid  ports,  in  the  feveral  charter^,  which  were 
confirmed  by  Charles  II.  Of  thefe  Cinque  Ports, 
the  conftable  of  Dover  caftle,  as  warden,  has  the 
return  of  writs,  and  histefidence  was  in  the  fame 
caftle  •>  the  firft  graht  of  which  was  to  Pharanus 
de  Bolonia,  in  fee,  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft. 

The 
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"Iffae  corporatipn  of  this  town  coniifts  of  *a^ 
fpiayor,  twelve  jurats,,  and  thirty-feven  common- 
council  men.     As  to  its  reprefentation  in  parlia- 
ment, the  writ  was  at  firft  directed  immediately 
tp  the  bailiffs  of  Sand wich*  and  of  the  reft  of 
the  ports  j  ppt  to  the  conftable  of  I>pver  caftle, 
jjnd  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  as  in  fucceeding 
times  ;    nor  to  the  fheriffs  of  the  counties :   and, 
though  the  words  pa fli anient  urn.  nof trumps  t*fed, 
yet  the  chief  motive  of  the  fummons  was  the. 
ting's  need  of  theirs  and  others  his  barons  pre- 
fence  in  this  parliament,  as  well  as  $e  temporal, 
barons,  itioft  of  whom  were  newly  flain  at  the 
battle  of  Eyefham,  and  the  reft  of  their  party  theuv 
in  adtual  arms  and  rebellion  againft  the  king, 
Aifo,  that  it  was  to  fend  four  of  the  legalleft  and: 
difcreeteft  men  out  oi  eyery  port  to  the  parlia- 
ment, and  not  'two,  as  in  fucceeding  times,  as  if 
they  had  been  then  joint  counfellors  and  afleffors. 
VSrith-the  lords*  fo.  that,  upon  the  whole,  this  writ 
does  not  appear  to  be  a  fummons  of  them  as 
parliamentary  reprefentatives. 

Mr.  Pryiyie  has  taken  notice  of  no  return  be- 
fore the  42d  of  Edward  III.  but  in  the  18th  of 
Edward  I.  the  barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  aiid- 
nien  of  Jernemouth  (Tar  mouth  )>  were  prefent  at 
I  4  two 
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two  parliaments  as  complainants  again  A  each 
other,  touching  their  differences,  though  neither, 
fummoned  as  barons  or  burgefies.  In  22,  23, 
2$i  z6>  27,  and  29  Edward  I.  there  were  no  writs 
diredted  to  the  conftable  of  Dover,  or  warden  o£ 
the  Cinque  Ports,  to  ele&  or  fend  any  bajrpas  to, 
thofe  parliaments. 

There  are  feven  hundred  voters,  and  the  right 
pf  eledtion  Was,  in  the  year  1623,  determined  to 
be  in  the  freemen  and  free  burgeflcs,  inhabitants 
pf  t)overj  and  in  1770  it  was  refolved,  that  the 
fton-inhaUtant  freemen,  as  well  as  the  inhabitant 
freemen,  and  free  bufgejfes,  have  voice  in  thq. 
eledion  of  harons  to  ferve  in  parliaments 
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DOWNETON. 

THIS  borough  is  within  the  county  of  Wilts^ 
and  returned  members  t<?  parliament  from' 
the  2 6th  of  Edward  I.  ta  the  38th  of  Edward 
HI.  and  then  ceafed  till  the  ift  of  Henry  V. 
and  from  thence  ceafed  again  till  the  20th  of 
Jlenry  VI.  after  yirhich  it  has  continued  tore* 
turn,  as  other  boroughs,  till  this  time. 

There  ar$  about  fixty  voters,  and. in  the  year 
1775  it  was  determined  that  the  right  of  elec- 
tion was  in  perfons  having  a  freehold  interefl: 
in  burgage  tenements,  holden  by  a  certain  rent, 
fealty,  and  fuit  of  court,  of  the  Bifliop  of  Win- 
^hefter,  who  is  lord  of  the  borough,  and  paying 
reliefs  on  defcent*  and  fines  on  alienation. 
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Subftance 

j,22     ,  DOWN  ETON. 

Subftance  of  the  laft  Cafe  of  controverted 

EleSlion. 
The  fitting  members  were,  Thomas  Dun- 
combe,  Efq.  and  Thomas  Dummer,  Efq.  and 
the  petitioners  Sir  Philip  Hales,  Bart,  and  John, 
Cooper,  Efq.  and  certain  freeholders  of  the 
borough  of  Downetoh. 

The  committee  met  on  Saturday  the  4th  o£ 
February,  and  the  petitions  were  read,A  fetting 
forth,  that  feveral  perfons  were  allowed  to  vote 
at  the  laft  ele&ion  who  had  no  right,  by  which 
means  a  pretended  majority  was  procured  in 
favour  of  Duncombe  and  Dummer,  and  they 
were  returned,  although  the  petitioners,  Hales 
and  Cooper,  had  a  clear  majority  pf  legal  votes. 
In  the  petition  of  Hales  and  Cooper  tfiere 
was  likewife  a  charge  of  bribery  againft  the  fitting 
members ;  but  this  not  being  infifted  on  before 
the  committee,  the  only  queftion  was, concerning 
the  right  of  the  different  p.erfons  who  had  polled 
at  the  ele&ion  to  vote. 

The  numbers  op  the  .poll,  as  produced  by 
Edward  Poore,,  Efq.  the  fteward  and  returning 
officer,'  were, 

For  Mr.  Duncombe        22 
Mr.  Dummer  22 

.Mr.  Caoper  :it 

Sir  Philip  Hales         10 

The 


DOWN  ETON.  1*3 

The  counfcl  for  the  fitting  members,  on  the 
opening  of  the  caufe,  would  not  admit  any 
general  rule  as  to  the  right  of  voting  \  but  both 
fides,  in  their  arguments,  confidered  it  to  be 
"  in  perfons  haviog  a  freehold  intereft  in  burgage 
tenements,  holden  by  a  certain  rent,  fealty,  and 
fuit  of  court,  of  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  who 
is  lord  of  the  borough,  and  paying  reliefs  on  des- 
cent, and  fines  on  alienation." 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  objeded  to 
nineteen  or  twenty  of  the  voters  for  the  fitting 
members. 

It  was  proved,  that  the  conveyances  to  fome 
were  made  in  1768,  but  that  the  deeds  had  re- 
mained fince  that  time  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Duncombe,  who  is  proprietor  of  near  two  thirds 
of  the  burgage  tenements  in  Downeton  5  that  the 
occupiers  had  continued  to  pay  their  rents  to  him, 
and  expe&ed  to  do  fo  when  they  became  due  again, 
confidering  him  as  their  landlord,  and  being  un- 
acquainted with  the  grants  made  by  him  to  the 
voters  5  and  that  there  were  no  entries  on  the 
court  rolls  of  1768  of  thofe  conveyances,  nor  of 
the  payment  of  the  alienation  fines. 

The  conveyances  to  others  appeared  to  have 
been  printed  aft  the  expence  of  Mr.  Duncombe, 
and  executed   after  the  writ  and  precept  had 

iffued, 
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iflued,  fome  of  them  being  brought  wet  to  the, 
poll.  The  grantees  did  riot  know  where  tho 
lands  contained  in  them  lay,  and  one  man  at  the 
poll  produced  a  grant,  for  which  he  claimed  a 
vote,  which,  on  examination,  appeared  to  be 
giade  to  another  perfon.  It  appeared*  that  the 
pradice  of  making  fuch  conveyances  about  the 
time  of  an  ele&ion  had  long  prevailed  in  the 
borough,  and  that  -the  votes  fo  made  are  known 
by  the  nantje  oifaggpis^ 

It  was  contended  for  the  petitioner*,  that  the 
votes  in  queftion  were  colourable,  fraudulent* 
and  void,  both  by;  thje  common  law  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  ftatute  of  Willian\  III.  CQQ3a)only 
called  the /putting  a^t. 

Befide^  the  general  objedtion  of  ocgafipnality, 
fourteen  of  the  votes  for  the  fitting  members 
were  impeached  for  reafons  drawn  from  th£ 
nature  of  burgage  tenemei^ts. 

They  defined  a  burgage  tp  be(none  undivided 
and  indivijibje-  tenement,  clearly  defcribcd,  neither 
created,  nor  capable  of  being  created,  within 
time  of  memory,  which  has  immemorially  jjivea 
a  right  of  voting. " 

On  Tuefday,  the  1 4th  of  February,  the  chair- 
man informed  the  houfe,  that  the  committee 
had  determined, 

"That 
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*  That  Thomas  Duncombc,  Efq.  is  not  duly 
^eledtcd  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  par- 
liament for  the  borough  of  Downetonw 

"  That  Thomas  Dummer,  Efq.  is  not 'duly 
elected  a  burgefir. 

u  That  Sir  Philip  Hales,  Bart  thb  petitioner, 
'ought  to  have  been  returned ;  and 

€C  That  John  Cooper, ,  Efq.  the  petitioner* 
ldught  to  have  been  returned// 
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THIS  borough,  anciently  called  Wyche,  is 
lituated  in  the  cbuhty  of  Worcefter,  and 
Tent  burgeffes  to  King  Edward  the  Firft's  par- 
liaments 1  but  chafed,  a£  Dodor  Willis  writes, 
from  the  4th  of  Edward  II.  in  which  Nfr; 
Prynne  agrees,  and  that  it  never  Vetuttted  agajit 
Until  1554,  from  which  time  to  this  it  hath 
been  reprefented.. 

There  aire  about  forty  Voters ;  and  the  right 
of  cleftion  is  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  falt-fprings  of  Droitwich. 
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D  U  N  W  I  C  H. 

THIS  borough  is  fituate  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  was  a  borough  at  the  time  of 
the  general  furvcy,  and  had  then  in  it  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  burgeffes;  but  the  number 
now  is  two  hundred  and  thirty- fix.  It  was  a 
city  and  epifcopal  fee  in  650,  and  had  a  charter 
of  privileges  granted  to  it  by  King  John. 
Dunwich  is  now  reduced  to  a  fmall  village,  but 
retains  the  privilege  of  being  governed  by  two 
bailiffs,  and  has  returned  burgeffes  to  parlia- 
ment from  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the 
*8th  of  Henry  VI.  they  are 'faid  in  the  inden- 
ture to  be  chofen  by  the  bailiffs. 

The  right  of  election  is  not  [in  the  freemen 
commonly  called  out-fitters,  as  well  as  in  the  free- 
men inhabiting  within  the  faid  borough,  but  only 
in  the  freemen  inhabiting  within  the  faid  borough. 

By 


DtJEHAlVi   COtlfcTY.      h? 

By  a  refolntion  of  1.691,  ft  was  determined  to 
be  in  the  freemen  of  the  borough  commonly 
called  out-fitters,  as'  well  as'  in  the  freemen  in- 
habiting in  the  faid  borough  $  but,  by  another 
refolutiort  of  1695,  it  was  determined  to  bd 
only  in  the  freemen  inhabiting  within  the  faid 
borough,  not  receiving  alms. 
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DURHAM  COUNTY. 
f  I  ^HIS  was  a  county  palatine,  under  the  ju- 
JL  rifditfion  of  the  bifhops  of  the  diocefe* 
and  held  a  parliament  of  its  own  barons  within 
itfelf ;  and  before  the  ftatute  of  27th  of  Hen* 
ry  VIII.  the  bifhop  coriftituted  juftices  of  ailize* 
oyer  and  terminer ;  after  which  they  came  in 
moft  things  fubjedt  to  the  regal  power,  though 
to  this  day  they  retain  feveral  privileges,  fuch 
as  the  nomination  of  the  fherifF;  but  they  never 
were  reprefented  in  a  national  parliament  until 
lince  the  Rcftoration. 

2\  Terences 


fa*      DURHAM    CitY. 
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.  BtJRMAM     CITY. 

rTpHIS  is  the  capital  city  of  the  county  of 

«*•    that  name,  and  is  entitled  to  fend  mem*' 

hers  to  parliament  by  ftatute  25th  of  Charles  tl. 

whereby  its  electors  are  the  mayor,  aldermen, 

*nd  freemen. 

There  are  about  twelve  hundred  voters ;  and 

in  1762  it  was  refolved,  that  the  215  perfons-, 

ttiade,  or  pretended  to  be  made,  free  of  the  city 

of  Durham,  fince  the  death  of  Henry  Lanfbton, 

Efq.  late  member  of  parliament  for  the  faid 

city,  had  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the  late  ele&iori 

of  a  citizen  to  ferve  in  parliament  fdi:  the  faid 

city. 
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.EAST-  GRIN  STEAD. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Suflex,    and  hath   returned  members  to 
parliament  from  tfee  jft  of  Edward  II. 

There  are  thirty-fix  vpters ;  and,  with  refpe& 
to  the  right  of  eledtion,  in  1679*  it  Was  refolved» 
that  the  borough  of  Eaft-Grinfiead  is  an  an- 
cient borough  by  prefcription,  and  that  the 
iflftabit^its^  as  well  as  the  burgage- holders,  of 
the  fai4. borough,  jjave  a  right  to  vote  :  in  1695* ' 
however,  it  was  refolved  to  be  hot  in  the  bur* 
gage-hok^ers  and  inhabitants  of  the  laid  bo* 
tough, 'but  in  the  burgage-Jiolders  only. 
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E  A  S  T  I/O  W. 

TtilS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall :  it  never  fent  members  to  par* 
liament  until  the  reign  of  Queen  Elisabeth, 
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from  which  time  it  hath  ever  fince  tent  repre- 
fentatives. 

There  are  about  fifty  voters ;.  ami  the  right 
of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  bur*- 
%d&$%  and  freemen. 
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THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,. 
and  had  a  precept  fent  to  it  to  return 
burgeffes  to  parliament  30  Edward  I.  After 
this,  no  precepts  were  fent,  nor  returns  made, 
till  King  James  I.  in  the  4th  year  of  his  reign, 
renewed  or  granted  them  this  right,  from 
which  time  it  has  conftantly  returned. 

The  right  of  election  is  in  one  alderman,  12 
burgeffes,  and  24  common-council  men. 
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E    S    S    E    X. 


THIS  county  is  bounded  on  the  one  fide  by 
the  river  Thames,  and.  adjoins  to  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  kingdom.  It  fent  knights  to 
parliament  in  the  2  2d  of  Edward  I.  In  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI*  Sir  Thomas  Thorpe,  a  baron 
of  the  Exchequer,  reprcfented  this  co,unty?  and 
was  chofen  fpeaker.  In  the  vacation  of  parlia- 
ment^ in  the  3  2d  year  of  King  Henry  VI.  an 
a&ion  was  brought  againft  him  by  the  Duke  of 
York  for  certain  trefpafles,  for  which  he  reco- 
vered 100.0L  damage  and4i$  was  talpen  i$  exe- 
cution /or  the  fajre;  wlyreupon  the  whole 
hojufe  Qf  ijommonj  predated  a  petition  tg  the 
king  and  lords  for  his  enlargement;  upon  which 
$he  Puke  of  York  made  a  reprefentation  *o  par- 

J£  2  liament* 


j^i  E   V.  fe  S   H   A   ft*. 

liament.  The  matter  was  confidcred,  and  the 
king  andfefrds  refuted  to  discharge  htni  $  where- 
upon the  commons  eledjjd  another  fpeafcer. 
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B  V  ft   8,  H  A  M; 

THIS  borough  is  ia  the  county  di*  Wor- 
cester, and  .returned  reprefe^tatives  to 
9.  parliament  called  by  Edward  I.  but  disconti- 
nued until  ift  of  James  I.  when  he  reflored  it; 
and  incorporated  it. 

There  arc  about  fix  hundred  voters  j  and  the 
right  of  election  is  in  the  common  burgefles. 
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E    X    E    T    E    R, 

THIS  city  \%  fituated  within  the  county  o^ 
Djpv&ri,  and  ia  the  capital  ot  the  fee  or^ 
diocefe  of  this  »ame.  It  i?  of  greaj  antiquity, 
iind  accounted  for  in  Dpomfday-Book  as  the 
King's  demefne,  and  hath  been  held  by  grant 
from  Henry  I.  by  Maud,  the  King's  confort  y 
and,  in  King  John's  time,  Ifabel,  his  conform 
toeid  it  in  dower,  ft  was  repreferrted  in  par- 
liament from  the  firft  parliament  caHed  by 
Edward  I,  and  in  the  27th  of  Edward  HI.  thfe 
writ,  was  dire&ed  to  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  j; 
but  in  the  27th  of  Henry  VI.  the  fliertff  o£ 
pefonfhire  returned  the  citizens  for  this  city. 

By  tins  it  appears  that  the  representatives 
were  only  called  burgeffes ;  but  in  more  mo- 
dern  times  they  were  ftyled  citizens,  owing  .to 
the  charter  of  King  Henry  VIIU  whereby,  by 
adt  of  parliament,  it  became  a  county,  and  the 
writs  are  directed  tQ  the  fheriff,  who  makes  the 
return. 

There  are  about  fifteen  hundred  voters ;  and 
the  right  of  elc&ion  is  In  the  freeholders  ancL 
freemen. 
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EYE. 

THIS  is  a  very  ancient  borough,  fituate 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  was  fuch 
at  the  time  of  the  general  fufvey,  having 
then  twenty-five  burgeffes.  It  is  now  a  tpwn 
corporate,  governed  by  two.  bailiffs,  a  recorder, 
ten  principal  or  fuperior,  and  twenty-four  in- 
ferior burgeffes,  and  has  been  reprefented  in  par- 
liament ever  fince  13  Elizabeth, 

There  are  about  two  hundred  voters,  and  the 
right  of  eleftion  is  in  Ihe inhabitants  paying  fedt 
and  lot. 

References  to  the  Journals. 


fear. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

I645 

4 

1 7 16 

18  , 

1758 

'28' 

1675 

9 

1722 

20 

1760 

28 

1678 

9 

1743 

24 

n** 

29 

1680 

9 

1746 

*5 

1702 

29 

1681 

9 

1747 

25 

1770 

32 

1697 

12 

J749 

25 

1774 

34. 

1698 

12 

1757 

28 

1775" 

35 

FLINT  COUNTY. 
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FLINT    COUNTY. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  Welfli  counties  empow- 
ered to  fend  knight6  of  the  (hire  to.  par- 
liament by  the  ftatute  27  Henry  VIII.  for  al- 
though it  had  a  right  of  fending  a  part/ or  ra- 
ther in  ele&ing  a  part  of  the  twelve  for  each 
province  of  the  principality,  in  Edward  II/s 
time,  as 'has  been  already  obferved,  it  made  no 
particular  return  itfelf  till  after  this  ftatute. 
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F  L  I  N  T     T  OWN. 

THIS  is  the  fhire-town  of  the  county  of 
this  name,  and  as  fucb»  with  the  bo- 
roughs of  Rhyddlan,  Overton,  Caerwis,  and 
Caergoerley,  fends  one  barge  ft  to  parliament. 
With  refpett  to  the -right  of  eledlion,  in  1728, 
it  was  refolved  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
boroughs  of  Flint,  Rhyddlan,  Overton,  Caer- 
wis, and* -Caergoerley,  paying  fcot  and  lot; 
and -it  was  alfo,  in  the  fame  year,  refolved  to 
be  equally  in  the  inhabitants  of  Knolton,  and 
Overton  Foreign,  paying  fcot  and  lot  in  the* 
parijh  of  Overton. 
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F    O     W    E    t. 
npHIS  is  a  borough  vrithio  the  .Couqtjr  ef 
*    Cornwall,    which    never    feat    butgeflcs 
;to  parliament  until  the  year  1571,  when  it  feems 
to  hayfe  received  its  firfl:  fummons; 

The  voters  are  reckoned  fixty-thret,  and  in 
1 70 1  the  right  of  el'tdion  was  refoive'd  to  be 
in  the  Prince's  tenants,  who  are  capable  of 
being  portreeves  of  the '  faid  borough,  and  in 
fuch  inhabitants  of  the  faid  borough  only  as  pay 
foot  and  lot;  and  in  1770  it  Was  refolded,. that 
the  Prince's  tenants,  capable  of  being  port- 
reeves of  the  borough,  are  fuch  tenants  only 
as  have  been  duly  admitted  upoto  the  court* 
roll  of  the  manor,  and  have  done  thfcir  fealty* 
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THIS  is  a  fmaU  village  in  ths  county  of 
Surrty,  Which  acquired,  the  privilege  of 
jdturniftg  burgeffes  29  Heary  VI.  Mr*  Prynfte 
writer  U  returned  only  one ;  but  Dodor  Willis 
has  given  the  names  pf  their  representatives 
in  the  33d  of  Henry  VIIL  and  fince. 

The  right  of  6leftion  ih  1628  was  in  thp  in- 
habitants ;  and,  the  return  tnade  by  them  being 
adjpdged  gbod,  wis  (bf  the  then  petitioner) 
infifterf  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  not  receiving 
alms,  tod  in  the  freeholders  having  fuch  freehold 
in  their  own  occupation ;  and  in  the  year  1696 
the  right  of  election  was  (by  the  then  fitting 
member)  infifted  to  be  in  the  freeholders,  and 
inhabitants  paying  fedt  atad  lot,  aftd  he  waa 
adjudged  duly  ele&ed. 
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(    i3»    > 
SAINT    GERMANS. 

THIS  is   a  borough  within  the   county 
of  Cornwall,  and  never  was  Teprefentett 
in  parliament  until   1562,  when  its   right  of 
'  fending  members  to  parliament  was  queftioned. 
There  are  fifty  voters  $  and  the  right  of  elec- 
tion is  in  the  freemen. 
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GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

THIS  couftty  is  fituate"  in*2heTduf&ffh  part 
of  Wales,  and  is  one  of  the  twelve  whofe 
liberty  of  returning  a  member  to  parliament  was 
founded  on  the  ftatutc  of  27  Henry  VIII. 
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GLOUCESTER   COUNTY. 
rj^  HIS  county  is  fituate  upon  the  Severn,  by 
«*■     which  it  is  bounded  :  ''it  has  been  repre- 
sented in  parliament  from  the  firft  fummons  of 
King  Edward  I. 
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GLOUCESTER    CITY. 

>T^  HIS  city  is  the  (hire- town  of  its  county : 
it  was  incorporated  by  King  Henry  III. 
anno  1216.  The  parliament  has  often  fat  here, 
and  it  has  returned  burgefles  from  the  26th  of 
Edward  I.— There'are  two  thoufand  voters}  and 
the  tight  of  election  is  in  the  freemen. 
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GRAMPQUNJ). 

TtilS  borough  is  in  the  cqunfy  of  Cornwall* 
and  was  created  by  John  of  Eltham,  fijrn 
of  King  Edward  II.  Earl  of  Cornwall,  who 
granted  to  his  burgeffes  of  Grauntpont,  or  Great 
Bridge,  the  whole  town,  and  feveral  Qther  lands, 
and  made  it  a  free  burgh.  It  was  afterwards 
retited  in  a  charter  of  King  Richard  II.  and  in 
letters  patent  of  Henry  VIII.  who  confirms  it. 
It  nevtr  returned  bfafrgeffes  to  paHiamertt  until 
the  6th  of  Edward  yi.  from  which  time  it  has 
continued  fo  to  do. 

;  There  are  about  fifty-nine  voters,  and  the 
right  of  *lqftion  is  in  the  mayor,  recorder,  and 
the  inhabitants  paying  febt  and  lot.  ' 
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1692      IO 

1698     12*            1738 
1726     19            1 741 
1726     20'            1742. 
1731     21             1774 

24 
24- 

34; 

I 


GRANTHAM, 

THIS  horough  is  fituated  in  the  coUntyof 
Lincoln,  but.  never,  returned  memfaftrs  tp 
parliament  until  the  7th  of  EdwaTd  IV.  whp 

made 


(     i4»    ) 

made  it  a  free  borough  $nvio  146$,  from  which 
tipxe  if  has  returned  members*  v  •, 

.  Th&e  v$  abput  four  hundred  voters,  and  the 
right  pf  fileftioq  ip  in  the  'frewuen  of  the  fei£ 
kopugh  nat  receiving  alms  or  <;harity. 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year.  Vol. 

•    Year. 

Vol, 

Ye?r.   VoL 

1580       1 
1^86       1 
1660      8 
H77      $ 

1678 
1697 

9 

9 

14 

17 10     16 

1745    *$' 
1770    32 

iSREAT    CRIMSBY, 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln.  It  was  a  mayorrtown  in  Ed** 
ward  the  Third's  time,  and  feht  members  to  par- 
liament in  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  and  has  fo  con- 
tinued ever  fiftce.  It  is  a  liberty,  and  made  its 
own  returns^  as  appears  by  their  indenture. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
Year.     Vol.      Year.-  Vol.        Year.     Vol 


*645 

4 

1690       io 

«7«i    18 

i606 

8 

1699       is 

1720    19 

1667 

9 

1700-1    13 

1722    20 

1672 

9 

*7°5      1$ 

1 741    24 

*<>T$ 

9 

1713-4  *7 

I762      20_ 

GUIL- 

(     «4*    ) 

GUILFORD. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  and  fent  members  to  parliament 
from  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  to  thefe  times. 

The  right  of  election  is  only  in  the  freemen 
and  freeholders  paying  £cot  and  lot,  refident  in 
the  town  ;  and  any  one  who  has  ferved  feven 
years  to  a  freeman,  is,  ipfiifacJo,  a  freeman. 

References  to  the  Journals. 

Year.   Vol.  Year.   Vol.        Year  Vol. 

1645      4 

1648      5 

j  664      8. 

1679      9 

1688-9  10 


1698         12 

1727 

21 

1699          13 

1740 

*3 

17IO         1 6 

I743. 

»4 

i7'3-4   '7 

i765 

30 

1717       18 

1769 

3? 

HAMPSHIRE, 

TH I S  is  a  very  large  county  in  the  wcftcrji 
circuit  of  this  kingdom,  and  has  returned 
members  to  parliament  from  the  22d  of  Ed* 
ward  I. 


References  to  //fe  Journals. 

Year.  Vol. 

Year,     Vol 

Year.  Vol. 

1712     17 
1717     18 

1723     20 

I734      22 
173,5       22 
1754      27 

1759     ?8 
1765.    30 

HARWICH 

(    143    ) 

HA  R  W  I  CH. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  and 
made  one  return  to  parliament  in  the  17th 
of  Edward  III.  but  after  that  ceafed  until  the 
1 2th  of  James  I.  who  then  by  his  charter  granted 
that  privilege  again,  fince  which  it  has  continued 
fo  to  do  till  this  time. 

There  are  thirty-one  voters ;  and  the  right  of 
,ele<ftion  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital 
burgeffes,  or  headboroughs,  refident  within  the 
faid  borough. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
Year.  Vol  Year.  Vol.  Year.  Vol. 


1646 

6 

J743 

24 

1763 

29 

1663 

8 

1745 

24 

1765 

30 

1690 

10 

1753 

*6 

1766 

3i 

1698 

12 

'75*. 

27 

1767 

31 

1708' 

l6 

1758 

28 

1772 

32 

*7'3 

*7 

1761 

29  ♦ 

.1778 

3* 

HASLEMERE. 

TH I  S  borough  is  fituate  within  the  county 
of  Surrey,   and  was  never  reprefented  in 
parliament  until  the  27th  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 

froif 


144  HASLJJMJ2RE. 

from  which  tifne,  i|  l#s  fopti^ed  fo  to  be 
Jill  noW.«~Th$  inhabitants,  freeholders,  Q^ly, 
have  a  voice  in  elections.  By  the  word  fife- 
£oldprs  are  ipeant  oply  freeholders  of  meffwg^si 
lands,  or  tenements,  lying  within  the  borough 
find  manor  of  H^flemere,  whether  thq  fame  p^y 
rent  to  the  lord  of  the  laid  borough  ajhd  manor 
[ov  not;  exclufive  of  any  lands  or  tenements, 
which  are,  or  have  been,  parcel  of  the  waft? 
ground  of  the  faid  borough  and  manor,  or  any 
meffiiages  or  buildmga  whieh  are,  or  fKatt'be^ 
ftanding  thereon. 

Refenucet  fo  the  Journals. 

•  *cw' 
1649 
»66i 
*675 
|68o 
}69$ 
1702 

Subftance  of  the  laft  Cafe  of  controverted 

Ele&ion  for  this  Borough. 

The  fitting  members  were,  Thomas  More 

Molyneux,  Eiq.  and  Sir  Merrick  Burrell  $  and 

the  petitioners  William  Burke,  Elq.  and  Henry 

Kelly,  Efq.  and  certain  inhabitants,  freeholders^ 

and  legal  voters  of  the  borough. 

f  On 


Vol. 

£ear, 

yoi. 

.  X«ar.  Vol 

6 

1704 

H 

? 754-5  *7 

8 

17°* 

16 

1759     »8 

9 

»7i? 

16 

!76|     »9 

9 

«7'j 

*7 

ttft    3* 

IX 

171S 

>|8 

»?74.    34 

»4 

172* 

20 

-  1776     36 

HA.SLJElME.RE.  *45 

On  Saturday  the  iflrof  April  the  committed 
ttiet,  and  the  petitions  were  read. 

Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Kelly  alleged  that  votes 
had  been  admitted  for  the  fitting  members  that 
were  not  legale  and  that  the  majority  of  legal 
votes  were  hi  favour  of  the  petitioners. 

The  other  petition  ftated,  that  Haflemcre  is 
a  borough  by  prelcription,  and  that,  of  late  years* 
the  practice  of  fplitting  and.  dividing  freeholds 
for  eledtiort  purpofes  .had  prevailed  fo  much* 
that,  if  the.fame  is  not  remedied,  and  prevented 
fo*  the  future,  the  tonftitution  of  the  borough 
would  be  totally  fubverted. 

The  laft  determination  of  the  right  of  ele&ioit 
made  it  in  the  inhabitant  freeholders. 
•  This  was  explained  to  mean  only  freeholder* 
oj fmejfuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  lying  within  the 
boroagh  and  manor  of  Haflemere,  whethef 
the  fame  pay  rent  to  the  lord  of  the  manor 
or  borough,  or  not  j  exclufive  of  any  lands  or 
tenements  which  arc,  or  have  been,  parcel  6f 
wafte  ground  of  the  faid  borough  and  manor,  or 
any  mefluages  dr  buildings  which  are,  or  fhftll 
be,  (landing  or  being  thereon. 

It  is  priderftobd  not  to  be  neceflary  that  the 
voters  fhould  occupy  the  Freeholds  for  which  they 

L  votJ. 
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vote.     It  Js  enough  that  they  live  in  Haflemere, 
and  have  freeholds  there. 

The  cdunfel  for  the  petitioners  contended, 
that  by  the  words  Cl  wHfether  the  fame  pay  rent 
to  the  lord  of  the  faid  borough  or  manor*  or  not," 
was  only  meant,  c<  whether  they  de  faSfo  pay, 
6r  not  $"  but  that  it  was  ftill  competent  to  them 
to  (hew,  by  evidence,  that  no  freeholders  can 
vote,  but  thofe  who  ought  by  tfye  nature  of  their 
tenure  to  pay  to  the  lor<J. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  faid,  that  the  words 
of  the  refolution  mean  "perfons  bound  by  law 
to  pay ;"  for  that  the  houfe  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  have  prefumed  that  perfons,  who  were  bound 
to  pay,  did  pay  j  and  therefore  that  to  fay 
€<  whether  the  fame  pay  or  not"  was  the  fame 
thing  as  to  fay  "  whether  the  fame  are  holdet> 
by  paying,  or  not/*  or  <c  whether  the  freeholders 
are  bound  to  pay,  or  not/' 

The  committee  refolved,  that  the  counfel  for 
the  petitioners  fhould  not  be  admitted  to  produce 
evidence  tending  to  fhew  that  only  perfons  pay** 
ing7  or  liable  to  pay,  a  rent  to  the  lord,  have  fr 
right  to  vote. 

The  numbers  on  the  returning  officer's  poll 
ftood  as  follow]).  N  -     < 

For 
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For  the  fitting  members         6 1 
For  the  petitioners  40 

Majority     21 
The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  obje&ed  to 
forty-feven  of  the  voters  for  the  fitting  members, " 
on  fevefal  different  grounds  : 
35>      voting  for  tenements   fplit,  within   the 
meaning  of  the  aft  of  King  William. 
6,  as    claiming  their  rights  from  freeholds 
within  the  manor. 

1,  his  property  being  leafehold,  and  part  of 

the  wafte. 

2,  having  no  intereft  but  a  rent  referved  on  a 

term. 

3,  as  not  having  freeholds. 

47 
To  fix  of  the  above  they  like  wife  obje&ed  the 

receipt  of  a  charity  called  Smith's  charity. 

After  a  great  deal  of  argument,  the  counfet 
for  the  fitting  members  proceeded  to  their  ob- 
jections to  the  voters  for  the  petitioners,  which 
were  as  follow : 

I,  To  feme,  as  having  voted  for  tenements 
fplit  for  ele&ion  purpofes,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  ftatute  of  King  William*   * 

L  2    •  II.  To 
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II.  To  others,  as  having  voted  under  fraudu- 
lent conveyances,  having  never  been  in  pof- 
feffion,  afld  not  having  any  beneficial  intereft  iri 
their  fuppofed  eftates. 

Thefe  two  objections  went  to  about  24  votes. 

III.  To  one  as  having  received  parifh  relief 
(if  the  committee  fhould  think  that  a  disquali- 
fication) • 

IV.  Their  laft  objection  went  to  all  the 
other  votes  for  the  petitioners,  and  to  fome  of 
thofe  objeded  to  tinder  the  firft  head. 

After  a  variety  of  arguments  on  each  fide* 
the  committee,  on  the  9th  of  May,  informed 
the  houfe,  by  their  chairman,  that  the  twd 
fitting  members  were  duly  defied. 


HASTINGS. 

'TpHIS  is  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  whofe 
right  of  reprefentation  in  parliament  is  to 
be  found  iii  what  is  mentioned  of  Dover. 
From  the  42d  of  Edward  111.  it  has  been  ch- 
.  tided  to  this  privilege.  . 

There  are  two  hundred  voters 5  and  the  right 
^  of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  freemen 
Fefident,   and  riot  receiving  alms. 

Reference? 
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References  to  the  Jour  n a ls. 

Year. 

Vol, 

Year.  Vol. 

Year.  Vol 

1626 

1 

1 70 1     1,3 

1742     24, 

1645 

4 

1709    16 

'749     25 

1689 

l9 

1713   n 

>775    35 

1690 

10 

1727  21 

1778-    37^ 

$9* 

12 

1735    **." 

HAVERFOR  D-  W  E  S  T. 

*TpHIS  is  a  borough  within  the  county  of; 
^    Pembroke,   and   fends    one    member    to,, 
parliament,    in  lieu  of    a  fhire-town   for  the 
county  of  Merioneth.     It  is  a  county  of  itfelf, 
by  a  charter   of  King  Edward  IV.    afterward* 
by  Henry  VIII,   and  laftly  by  King  James  I. 
\t   was  incorporated   by  King   James   I.   and 
the   laft  charter,   dire&s,   andL  appoints,    that 
it  fhould    be  called  by   the  name  of  wayor, 
fheriffi    bailiff,    and  burgefies,    of  Haverford-" 
Weft,  during  the  will  and  pleafure  of  t$te"  faid< 
King  James.r-It  has  returned  oqe^  burgefs  ta 
parliament,   from  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII. 

There  are  afrout  five-hundred,  voters;   and., 
the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  freeholders,    bur^ 
gefles,    and   inhabitants,   paying  fcot   and   lot, 
agdiio(:  receiving  alms*  ) 
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References  to  the  Journal. 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year. .  Vol. 

Year.  VqK 

1624 

1 

1667  9 

1716   18 

1645 

4 

1677-8  9   - 

1745   20 

1660 

8 

1679  9 

1735-6.  2Z 

1662 

8 

1610  9 

I 741    *4 

1663 

8 

1714  18 

174a  -  34 

1666 

8 

1715  18 

1743   24 

H    E    L    S    T    O     N. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Corn- 
wall, and  has  fent  reprefentatives  to  par* 
liament  from  the  a 6th  of  Edward  L  who  were 
chofen  in  the  7th  of  Edward  IV.  by  all  the 
burgeffes. 

In  the  year  .1660  the. right  ofde&isn  was 
determined  to  be  not  in  the  mayor  and  inha- 
bitants at  large  j  and  In  1775  it  was  re&lved 
to  be  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen,  only. 

References  to  the  Journals. 

Year.  Vol. 
1646  5 
1660  8 
1665  8 
1690  io 
1708,   16 

Subftance   qf  the  laft  Cafe  of  controverted 

Ekffion.         ; 
The  fitting  members  were,  the  Right  Hon. 
Francis  Godolphin  Ofborn^  eomtasmty  called 

the 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year,  Vol 

1710 

16 

1738  23 

*7J3" 

14  »7 

1766  30 

1723 

20 

n67  3» 

J725 

20 

'774-5  35 
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the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  and  Francis  Owen, 
Efq. ;  and.  the  petitioners  were  Philip  Yorket 
Efq.  and  Francis  Cuft,  Efq.  and  Richard 
Johns,  jinn.  Aldernaan ;  and  Matthew  Wills, 
Richard  Johns,  Edmund  Johns,  Richard  Pert- 
tall,  and  William  Rogers,  freemen  of  Hel~ 
Ron* 

On  Saturday,  the  nth  of  March,  ,the,cooy 
mittee  met,  and  the  two  petitions  were  read, 
containing  fpecial  allegations  of  the  principal 
part  of  the  following  fads,  which  were  all 
either  proved  or  admitted  on  the  trial  of  the 
caufe. 

Helfton  is  a  borough  by  prescription,  and 
alfo  by  a  charter  of  the  27th  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, confirmed  by  another  of  the  16th  of 
Charles  L 

By  thefe  charters  the  corporation  was  to 
confift  of  a  mayor,  four  aldermen,  and  an  in- 
definite number  of  freemen.  The  freemen 
were  to  be  eleded  out  of  the  inhabitants  by 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty,  or  the 
major  part  of  them;  the  aldermen,  by  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  out  of  the  freemen  3  the 
mayor,  by  the  freemen,  out  of  two  [aldermep, 
to  be  nominated  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen. 
Aimoft  fince  the  reign  of    Queen  Elizabeth, 

L4  the 
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the  tnayor  and  aldermen  bad  aflitmed-and  exen- 
cifed  the  exclufive  power  of  eteaing  freemen, 
and  the  commonalty  had  never  had  any  flsarc  in  it. 

In  Eafter  term,  1769,  two  informations, 
$n  the  nature  of  quo  warranto,  were  exhibited 
in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  againft  feveral 
perfons  in  the  borough,  to  (hew  by  what  autho- 
rity they  claimed  to  be  freemen,  having  been, 
eledeci'  without  the  concurrence  of  the  com- 
monalty. By  thefe  and  other  profecutioas  of 
the  fame  fort,  judgment  of  oufter  was  obtained 
againft  all  the  members  of  the  corporation,  ex- 
cept two  aldermen,    and  eight  freemen.    ■ 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  the  borough,  a  peti« 
tion  was  prefented  tathe  King  and  Council,  ki 
Nov.  1772,  from  feveral  merchants,  tradesmen, 
freeholders,  and  inhabitants  of  Hclftpn,  in 
which  Thomas  Glynn  and  Tfhoma$  Wills,,  two 
of  the  ten  remaining,  corporators,  joined,  fetting 
forth,.,  that  the  corporation  was  totally  dijfohedy 
and  praying  relief:  againft  this,  a  major  part 
of  the  fubiifting  corporators,  entered  a  cavtaL 

After  the  matter  being  argued  before  the 
attorney  and  folicitor  general,  and  a  committee 
<>f  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  a  new,  charter, 
was  granted,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  September* 

*774- 
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In  the  recital  thereof  it  h  faid,  u  that  the. 
corporation  is  now  in  danger  of  being  dijjbhed" 
and  this  expreffion  was  ftibftitutcd  in  place  of 
words  importing  that  it  <wa?  diffbfoed,  in  confe- 
rence of  the  arguments  of  counfeL 

The  charter  was,  on  the  8th  of  September, 
delivered  to  Ubomas  Gfynn,  Efq.  the  new 
mayor,  who  accepted  it  ;  and  on  the  9th  iffued 
notices  feverally  to  all  the  new  corporators, 
requiring  them  to  meet  on  the  12th,  in  order 
to  accept  of  the  charter,  and  the  offices  to  which 
they  were  thereby  named.  Accordingly,  in 
confequence  of  thofe  notices,  they  met  on  the 
1 2th,  and  all  but  fix  old  corporators,1  petitioners 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  accepted  the  charter 
and  their  offices,  and  took  the  oaths.  Each  of 
thefe  Jix  feverally  read  a  proteft  againft  the 
charter,  and  refufed  to  accept  or  aft  under  it. 
4  On  the  day  of  the  eledtion,  the  mayor  under 
the  new  charter  read  the  precept,  and  proceeded 
to  the  ele&ion,  againft  which  the  fix  old  cor- 
porators protefted,  and  returned  the  Marquis  of 
Carmarthen  and  Mr.  Owen, 

The  fix  old  corporators  afterwards  met,  and 

made  choice  of  ,Mr.  Tqrke  and  Mr.  Cuft,  and 

gave  the  return  to  the  (heriff,  who  fent  it  to  the 

^lerk  of  the  crown,  but  annexed  the  return  of 

'  the^ 
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the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  aftd  Mr.  Owen  to 
the  writ.  The  clerk  of  the  crown  accepted  the 
latter,  but  refufed  the  former. 

The  qpeftion  be&re  the  committee  was 
whether  the.  return  under  the  old  or  the  new 
charter  was  the  legal  return  ? 

A  variety  of  arguments  on  each  fide  was 
ufed :  the  cownfel  for  the  fitting  members  con- 
tended that  the  old  charter  was  a&ually  dif- 
fblved;  and  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners 
maintained  that  the  old  charter  was  not  difoked, 
as  appeared  by  the  very  recital  to  the  imp  one, 
which  fet  forth*  c*  that  the  corporation  is  now 
in  danger  of  being  dijfohed" 

On  Tuefiiay,  the  14th  of  March,  the  com- 
mittee reported  to;  thfc  houfe  that  they  had  de- 
termined, 

That  Philip  Torke,  Efq.  and  Francis  G*fi% 
Efq.  the  petitioners,  were  duly  ele&ed,  and 
ought  to  have,  b^ca  returned. 

HERE  FO  R  D  S  H  I  R  E. 

THIS  county  is  the  boundary  of  England  to* 
wards  Wales,  and  has  been  repreiented  in 
parliament  from  the  firft  fummons  of  Edward  I. 

to  this  time. 
'•>;        ;  References 
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References  to  the  Journals. 
Year,    Vol        Year.    Vol.        Year.  Vol.    . 

1646      4  1710    .16  1755     27 

.1691     10  1712     17  1764    29 

1692     10        •  1716     18  1767     31 

1708     16  1741     24 

HEREFORD     CITY., 

THIS  city  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
its  name,  and  is  {aid  to  have  been  incor- 
porated by  King  John  1  but  the  prefent  char- 
ter was  granted  by  King  James  I.  in  the  17th 
year  of  his  reign.     Here  are  a  mayor,  fix  alder- 
men, and  twenty-four  .common-council  men. 
It  returned  citizens  to  parliament  the  28th  of 
Edward  I.  and  has  fo  continued  to  do.,    The 
manner  of  ele&ion,  in  the.  5th  of  Henry  Y. 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  citizens  in  general, 
and  the  return  by  the  mayor  and  eleven  others. 
.—There  are  about  twelve  hundred  voters;  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in  all  the  freemen,  and 
alfo  in  all  the  inhabitants,  being  houfeholders, 
and  not  receiving  alms. 
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HERTFORDSHIRE^ 

^PHISl  county  hath  been  reprefented  in  par- 
-     liament   from  the  firft  returns ,  of   Ed- 
ward I. 
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HERTFORD    TOWN. 

THIS  is  the  capital  or  (hire- town  of  the, 
county  of  this  name,  which  returned  bur- 
geffes  to  parliament  in  the  26  th  of  Edward  L 
but  fometimes  intermitted   between  that  time 
and  the  50th  of  Edward  HI\  after  which  it  was. 
omitted j  the  fherifp making  no  precept  to,  or. 
they  eledting  any  burgefFes,  it  feems,  to  avoid 
the  payment  of  their  expences,   by  reafon  of. 
poverty,  though  this  was  the  fhire-town ;   and 
thus  it  continued  until  the  year  162.0 

There  are  about  feven  hundred  voters;  and, 
the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  inhabitants  not. 
receiving  alms,  and  in  fuch  freemen  only  as,  at 
the  time  of  th^ir  being  made  free,  were  inha-, 
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fcitants  of  the  faid  borough,  or  the  parifhes 
thereof,  the  number  of  freemen  living- out  of 
the  borough  not  exceeding  three  perfons. 
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npHIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  York, 
and  firft  fent  members  to  parliament  in 
the  23d  of  Edward  I.  according  to  Do&or 
Willi* :  but  Mr.  Prynne  has  taken  no  notice 
*  thereof  in  his  Regifter ;  and  in  his  Brevia  Par<- 
Uamentaria  Rediviva  writes,  that,  in  the  50th 
of  Edward  III.  there  was  a  fummons  by  the 
fheriff  to  the  bailiff,  but  no  return  >  one  precept^ 
but  no  ele&ion.  It  was  never  after  fummoned 
fin  til  the  fft  of  Edward  VI.  from  which  time 
to  the  prefent  it  has  returned. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  voters^ 
and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  burgefles. 
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THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
and  fent  members  to  parliament  in  the 
28th  of  Henry  VI.  and  from  thence  to  this 
time. 

There  are  about  fifty  voters ;  and  the  right  of 
eledlion  is  ih  the  burgage-holders. 
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HIGHHAM    FERRERS. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Northampton,  and  was  not  a  borough 
in  the  38th  of  Henry .VI.  but  was  then  the 
King's  manor ;  and  in  the  ad  and  3d  of  Philip 

and 
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and  Mary  \t  was  incorporated  and  made  a  bo- 
rough,. con|kfting  of  a  mayor,  feyeq^lde*fnen, 
and  thirteeaburgeffes,  who  were  tq  have,  power 
to  eleft  one^>urgefs  to  parliament ;  from. which 
time  it  ha&  elected  and  returned  foch  bufgefs. 
—There  art  about' one  hundred  voter/;  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in 'the  mayor,  alcfejrpien, 
burgeffes,^.and  freemen,  be>ng  houfeihfllders, 
and  not  receiving  akns. 
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'TPHIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  and  never  returned  members  to 
parliament  until  the  27th  of  Henry  VI,  fincc 
which  it.  has  conftantly  returned. 

The  right  of  cle&ion  is  in  the  inhabitants  o£ 
houfes  withia  the  faid  borough,  being  houfe- 
keepers  and  parifhioncrs,  not  receiving  alms* 

References 
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The  fitting  members  were,  Richard  Sipith, 
fefq.  and  Thomas  Blrand  Hollis,  Efq.  and  the 
petitioners  were,  James  Calthorpe,  Efq,  and 
Richard  Beckford,  Efq. 

The  committee  met  the  ift  of  Februarys 
and  the  petition  was  read,  fetting  forth*  that 
the  two  fitting  members  had,  by  the  bribery  oF 
themfelves  and  agents,  previous  to  and  during 
the  eledlion,  procured  themfelves  to  be  returned* 
although  the  petitioners  were  duly  ele&ed,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned. 

The  laft  determination  was  read,  rtefolving 

the  right  of  election  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  of 

houfes  within  the  borough,  being  houfekeftperS 

and  parifhioners,  not  receiving  alms. 

The 
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The  numbers  on  tltepoll  w*re  as  follow: 
For  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  163 

Thomas  Brand  Hollis,  Efq.   16 r 
James  Calthorpe,  Efq.  63 

Richgrd  Bcckford,  Efq.  3  i 

The  counfel  for  the.  petitioners,  in  opening 
their  £afe,  .ftated,  that  they  hoped  to  bring 
home  fuch  proof  of  bribery,  to  all  or  the  major 
part  of  the  voters  for  the  fitting  members,  a$ 
would  annihilate  their  votes,  and  leave  the  ma- 
jority with  the  .petitioners;  or,  at  Ipaft,  by 
proving  bribery  on;  both  tbe  candidates  who 
had  been  returned,  they  would  disqualify  them. 
frQm  fitting,  and  make  void  the  ele&ion. 

When  they  had  clofed  their  evidence  an4 
arguments,  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  members 
endeavoured  to  juftify  their  clients  and  their 
voters,  and  retorted  the  charge  of  bribery  or* 
the  petitioners  arid  their  voters. 

The  evidence  on  both  fides  may  be  feen  id 
the  report,  printed  by  order  of  the  houfe. 

OnTuefdiy,  February  the  14th,  the  committee 
determined,    ... 
.  V  That  Richard  Smith,  Efq.    is  hot  duly 
ele&ed. 

"  That  Thomas  Brand  Hoilis,  Efq.  is  hot  duly 
defted. 

U  u  that 
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"  That  James  Caltherpe%  E£q.  is  wt  &$ 
eleded. 

"That  Richard  Beckfbr&  Efq.  is  not  duty 
tiefted*  and 

"  That  the  iafl,ek^atea$a  void  jele&ion." 
At  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Dundas  acquainted 
the  houfe,  that  a  very  contiderable  majority  of 
the  electors  had  been  bribed  and  corrupted  in 
a  *ery  grofs  and  extraordinary  manner*  and  that 
feveraiof  the  stediofs  had  been*  concerned  as 
agents  for  that  fmrpofe. 

After  confirfering  the  report,  it  was  %  agreed 
by  fhe'houfe, 

.  "  That  k  appears  that  Ric&ard  Smifb,  Efq. 
by  his  agents*  has  been  guilty  of  notorious 
bribery/*    . 

The  like  refolutibn  refpediftg  Mr.  Soltrs  wafc 
aftb  agreed  to  :  alibi  that  the  Rev.  John-  Nairne* 
of  Hindon  ;  Faffoam  Nairne,  Efq.  late  of  Bury- 
ftreet,   St.  James's  $  Francis  Ward,    of  Sher* 

borne-lane,  London  5 -  Stevens^  a  butcher; 

at  Salifbury,  commonly  called  Jobber  Stevens, 
&c.  (in  all  thirteen)  have  adfced  as  agents. 

A  bill  was  then  ordered  to  incapacitate  from 
voting  at  ele&ions'of  members  of  parliament 
190  perfons,  befides  the  thirteen  above- men- 
tioned, out  of  210  who  had  polled  at  the  elec- 
tion, 
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Y\dttt  dfid  for  tfre  preventing  bribery  and  cor* 
Ttfptiott  in  the  cledKon  of  fnembeft  to  feftfe  in 
parliament.  > 

On  the  Sth  of  March  the  bill  ifzs  read,  and 
ordered  %o  be  read  a  'fecond  tfrne  on  the  29th  of 
that  month.  It  was' "of  coarfe  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  a  printed  copy  of  the  bill;  \^ith  the 
order  ftot  the  fecond  reading,  was  ordered  to  bs 
ferved  on  alt  the  perfons  named  ift  it ;  and  it 
was  refolved,  thfat  leaving  thelti  at  their  r«- 
fpeAive  abodes  fhotrfd  be  good  fervice. 

On  tferef  28ffr,  certain  inhabitants  of  Hirtdoft 
petitioned  the  houfe  againft  the  biflyarid  prayecj 
to  be  healfd  by  their  counfel  at  thrir  bar*. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  the  bill  fhould  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  day  following,  the  order  of  the  day  be* 

ing  fead  for  the  fecond  reading,  the  meflenger, 

who  had  been*  charged  with  the  fervice  of  the 

copies  of  it  on  the  parties,  was  called  to  prove 

fuch  fervtce  j  and  Thomas  Spencer,  one  of  the 

perfons  nanfied  in  the  bill,  was,  at  his  own  de* 

fire,  heard  on  behalf  of  himfelf  agaiftlt  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then   read  a  fecond  tkne,  and 

committed,  when  k  was  refolved,  that  the  pe*. 

titioners  fhould  be  heard  by  themfplves  or  their 

counfel. 

M  %  Oft 
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On  Monday,  the  ioth  of  April,  a  petition  of 
John  Nairne,  Clerk,  was  prefented  againft  the 
bill,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  counfel ;  and 
the^fame  was  granted.    ♦ 

In  this  committee,  it  being  propofed  to  call 
certain  perfons  named  in  the  bill,  and  incapa- 
citated by  it,  to  prove  the  allegations  it  con- 
tained, it  was  obje&ed  that  they,  being  parties, 
and  like  defendants  in  an  indictment,  could 
not>  without*  overturning  the  known  rules  of 
law  and  juftice,  be  received  as  witnefles  in  this 
cafe.  This  obje&ion  produced  a  debate ;  and 
though  it  was  treated  as  of  no  weight  by  fome 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  it  was  ftrenuoufly 
fupported  by  others,  and  proved  fatal  to  the 
bill;  for  all  the  perfons  who  were  capable  of 
proving  the  fails,  and  who  had  proved  them 
before  the  feledt  committee,  were  themfelves 
offenders,  and  named  in  the  bill. 

Leave  was  thereupon  given  for  bringing  in  a 
new  bill,  iimilar  to  the  former  one,  but  leaving 
out  the  names  of  certain  perfons  who  were 
intended  to  be  made  ufeof  as  witnefles;  but  om 
account  of  the  abfeonding  of  "Thomas  Spencer 
and  John  Beckett  two  material  witnefles,  thp 
bill  was  put  off  till  next  feflkm,  arid  an  order 
Was  made  for  the  attorney- general  to  profecute 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Smithy  Mr.  Ho/Ih,  Mr.  Calthorpe^zvA  Mr. 
Beekford  y  and  a  proclamation  being  iffued  ipu^ 
for  apprehending  Spencer  and  Becket,  they  fur- 
rendered,  and  were  committed  to  Newgate. 

At  length,  by  a  fort  of  /^//agreement  of  all 
parties,    the  enfoing   feffion,   the   whole   w» 
dropt;  and  it  was  refblved  that  Mr.  Speaker  do. 
iffue  his  warrant  for1  two  burgeffes  for,  the  bo- 
rough of  Hindon,  the  hft  eledtion  having  been, 
declared  vord. 

Bribery  at  ele&ions  is  held  to  be  a  crime  at 
common  law,  independent  of  any  ftatute  againft 
it,  and  to  be  punifhable  either  by  indi&ment  or. 
information.      The  Attorney  General   adopted 
the  latter  mode  of  profecution,  and  feparatc  in- 
formations ex  officio  were  fifcd-  by  him  in  Trinity  , 
term,    15  George  III;    againft  the  four  candi- 
dates,   Smithy  Holiis,  Calthorpet   and  Bechfor<L: 
This  was  in  June,   1775. 

In  Hilary  term,  16  George  IIL  the  defends 
aa.!$  pleaded  not  guilty,  and -iffue  beipg  joined, 
all  the  four  informations  were  tried,-  at  the 
Lent  aflizes,  in  the  courjty  of  Wilts,  in  Marcjv 
J776,    before  Mr.  Baron  Hotham* 

Mr.  Caltborpe '  and  Mr.  Beekford  were  ac- 
quitted, and  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Bollis  were 
found  guilty^    and  on  Monday,   the   20th   of\ 


i66  •  H  O  N  I   T  O  K. 

May,  being  the  laft  day  of  E^fter  iermK  i6 
George  HI.  they  were  brought  up  to  the  court 
of  King's-Bench,  to  receive  judgment  of  the 
court  i  but,  as  the  judges  were  defirnus  to  have 
longer  time  to  confider  of  the  proper  puni/h- 
pient,  they  w$re  committed,  till  f he  next  tew* 
to  the  King's-Bench  prifon. 

Previous,  however,  to  this  commitment, 
viz.  on  the  16th  of  May,  the  new  election  for 
Hindon  took  place ;  and  Mr.  Smith  haying 
again  declared  hitpfelf  a  candi4ate,  he  was  re- 
turned, together  with  Henry  Datvkins,  Efq* 

On  Satprday*  the  7th  of  June,  Mr.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Hgllis  were  again  broijght  up  for  judg- 
ment, when  they  were  each  of  them  adjudged 
to  pay  a  fine  of  1 000  marks,  and  be  imprifon- 
ed  fix  months*  and  until  they  paid  their  re- 
fpe&ive  fines ;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  Rich- 
ard Smith  fliould,  at  the  expiration  of  his  im- 
prifonment,  give  fecurky  for  his  good  behaviour 
for  three  years,  himfelf  in  the  fum  of  1000/. 
apd  each  of  the  fureties  in  500/. 
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*TP  HIS   borough  is  in  the  bounty  of  Devon % 

-*-    and    returned  members  to  parliament  in 

the  28th  of  Edward  h  4th  of  Edward  II.  I2tlv 

17th, 
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\7^%  l9^p  22c*,  a^  26th  of  Edward  III.  ac^ 
cording  to  the  Brevia  Paliamentaria  Redivvia  y 
but  in  the  Regiftcr  Mr.  Prynne  takes  notice  only 
of  the  28th  of  Edward  I.  and  4th  of  Edward  IL 
It  afterwards  ceafed  until  the  year  1640,  when 
it  was  reftored,  and  from  that  time  to  this  ife 
has  been  repre  fen  ted. 

There  arc  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  vo- 
ters 5  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  inha- 
bitants, houfekeepers,  within  the  faid  borough , 
commonly  called  $Qt*waMcri$  not  receiving  aiir^ 
of  the  jnrilh. 
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fTTVH IS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county,. 
-*•  of  Sufkx,  and  has  been  fummoned  to 
fend  burgefie6  to  parliament  from  the  28th 
Qf  Edward  I.  Mr.  Bohun  writes,  "  The  bo- 
rough of  Horftiam  is  held  Qf  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, as  lord  thereof.     The  houfe,  or  land,  that 
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pays  twelve-pence  a  year  to  the  duke,  is  calfei 
a  whole  burgefsflbip*  but  thefe  tenancies  have 
been  fplitted  into  fuch  fmall  pacts,  that  he  who 
haa  only  fo  much  land,  or  part  of  a  houfe,  as 
pays  two-pence  a  year,  is  now  by  cufloin  en- 
titled to  vote  for  members  to  ferve  m  parlia- 
ment :  but  it  is  the  tenant  of  the  freehold* 
though  not  refident  in  the  place,  or  occupier  of 
the  houfe,  or  land,  fhat  has  the  right  to  vote. 
"Note.  Two  bailiffs  are  chofen  annually  at 
Michaelmas  in  the  court-leet  held  by  the  Duke's 
fteward  there,  and  they  are  the  principal  officers 
that  return  the  members'  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment: and  all  alienations  or  alternations  of 
tenure  muft  be  prefented  at  the  faid  couft- 
leet :  for  though,  at 'Other  places  in  that  county, 
as  at  Midhurft,  held  of  the  Vifcount  Montague^ 
and  Eaft-Grinftead,  held  of  the  Lord  Dorfet, 
they  are  admitted  to  vote  from  their  deeds  and 
evidences  they  produce  at  the  eledtion ;  .  yet 
here  are  none  admitted  to  poll,  but  thofe  whofe 
right  to  be  a  burgefs  is  found  by -the  homage  ; 
nor  will  they  admit  tenants  pur  outre  vie  to  be 
freeholders,  or  to  have  a  vote  in  electing  mem- 
bers to  parliament  for  the  faid  borough/'  .  i 

There  are  about  fixty  voters ;    and  the  right 
sf  de&ion  is  in  all  fuch  pcrfons  as  have  au 

eftats 
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eftate  of  inheritance,  or  for  life,   in  burgage 

houfas,  or  burgage-lands,  lying  wkhin  the  f^id 

borough.  '     . 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

THIS  county  hath  been  represented  in 
parliament  from  the  firft  fummons  of 
Edward  I.  It  was  joined  in  the  fame  writ  with 
Cambridgeshire,  and  one  flieriff  held  the  courts 
for  both  counties. 

References  io  the  Journals. 


Year,  Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

VpL 

1626   1 

1707 

15 

J757 

27 

1645   4 

1710 

16 

1702 

29 

1672-3  9 

J739 

23 

1765 

3© 

1693  1 1 

*74S 

*5 

1771 

33 

1698  12 

HUNTINGDON  TOWN. 

HP  HIS  is  the  (hire- town    of  the  county, 

and  was  made  a  borough  by  King  John, 

1206  s  and  King  Charles  I.  constituted  a  mayor 

thereof 


thereof  in  1630.  The  repr^feotariob  of  it  in 
parliament  ha*  been  frojp  the  16th  of  Edward  L 
In  the  7th  of  Henry  VII.  the  indenture  is 
1  between  the  fheriff  and  eight  perfons  fly  led  bur- 
geffes. — There  are  two  hundred  voters  5  and  the 
right  of  election  is  in  the  freemen  afcd  inhabitants. 
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H    Y    T    H    E. 

;| AH  IS  town  16  fitttated  in  the  county  o£ 
-j  Kent,  and,  according  to  Lord  Coke,  was 
made  one  of  the  Cinque'  Ports  by  WiUiarci 
the  Conqueror,  and  hath  enjoyed  the  privileges 
thereof ;  firii,  by  the  name  of  the  jurats  and 
commonalty  of  the  town  and  port,  of  Hythe  ; 
but  Queen  Elizabeth  hath  fince,  by  her  particu- 
lar charter,  incorporated  them  by -the  name  of 
mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty. 

There  are  about  feventy  voters ;  and  the 
right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor,  jurats,  com- 
mon-fcouncil,    and  freemen* 

'"•;•     -  References^ 
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.IL  CHESTER. 

THIS  is  the  fhire-town  of  the  county 
of  Somerfet,  whofe  right  of  returning 
members  to  parliament  commenced  in  the  26th 
pf  Edward  I.  and  continued  to  the  34th  of 
Edward  III.  and  then  ceafed,  as  Mr.  Prynne 
writes,  until  the  12th  of  Edward  IV.  after 
which  it  intermitted  until  1621,  when  it  was 
reftored. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  voters  5  an4 
the  right  of  eledlion  is  in  the  bailiff,  capital 
burgefles,  and  inhabitants  not  receiving  alms. 
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Sukftance  of  the    laft     Cafe    of   controverted? 
Eleftioq. 

Tha  fitting  members  were,  Peregrine  Cuft, 
Efq!  and  William  Innes,  Efq.;  z*nd  the  pe- 
titioners were,  Richard  Brown,  E%.  ancU  Jnigo 
fVilliam  Jones  9  Efq.  and  fuhdry  voters  of  the 
borough. 

On  Saturday  the  25th  of  November,  the  com- 
mittee being  met,  the  two  petitions  were  read. 
That  of  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Jones  fet  forth, 
that  the  returning  officer  had  fhewn  great  par- 
tiality  in  favour  of  the  fitting  members,  and  had 
admitted  many  perfons  to  vote  for  theni^  who 
had  not  a  right  to  poll,  and  rejefled/everai  per- 
fons who  had  a  right  to  vote,  and  had  tendered 
their  votes  for  the  petitioners  5  and  alfo  accufed 
the  fitting  members,  their  friends,  and  agents^  o£ 
bribery,  and.  treating. 

The  petition  o£.the  voters  fet  forth,  that  their 
votes  had  .been  reje<5tgd,  while  the  votes  of  others 
under  the  fame  circumftances  had  been  admitted  $ 
and  that  many  of  the  eledors  had  been  influenced 
by  money  and  provifions. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  confined  them- 
felves,  on  the  trial  of  the  caufe,  to  the  charge  of 
bribery  and  treating*    : 

The 
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The  conftitutidn  of  the  place  was  agreed  on  to 
be  as  follows :  it  is  a  borough  by  prefcri|s*ion,  and 
fent  members  to  parliament  from  the  time  of 
Edward  I.  till  34  Edward  III.  From  that  time 
it  did  riot  chufe  reprefentatWeS  till  18  James  L 
when  it  was  reftored  to  its  ancient  privileges. 
By  a  charter  granted  3  and  4  Philip  and  Mary, 
the  inhabitants  were  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  the  bailiff  and  burgefles  of  Ilchefter.  There 
was  to  be  a  bailiff  and  twelve  capital  burgefles, 
who  were  to  chufe  annually,  on  the  Monday 
before  Michaelmas,  one  of  themfelves  to  be  bailiff 
for  the  enfuing  year  5  on  the  death  of  any  of  the 
capital  burgefles,  his  or  their  place  to  be  fupplied 
but  of  the  common  burgefles,  by  the  ele&ioii  ojf 
the  remaining  capital  burgefles.  The  charter 
fays  ndthing  of  the  qualificatiori  neceffary  to  com* 
feon  burgefles  j  nor  of  the  ifa6de  of  ele&ing  the 
members  of  parliament. 

By  a  refolution  of  the  28th  of  January,  1702-3, 
the  right  of  ele&ion  was  agreed  to  be  in  the 
bailiff,  capital  burgefles,  and  inhabitants,  not 
receiving  alms. 

And,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  both  fides  feemed 
to  admit,  that,  by  the  ufage  of  the  borough,  an 
inhabitant,  in  order  to  be  qualified  to  vote,  tnufl: 
be  a  houfeholder,  and  have  a  legal  fettlement. 

The 
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The  numbers  on  the  poll  were. 
For  Mr.  Innes        103 
Mr.Coft  102 

Mr.  Brown        53 
Mr.  Jones  53  v 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  Undertook  to 

prove,  that  fuch  a  number  of  the  voters  for  Cujt 
and  Innes  had  been  bribed,  as,  when  deducted 
from  the  poll,  would  leave  the  majority  of  legal 
votes  in  favour  of  Brown  zndy<mes9  fo  as  to  entitle 
them  to  be  declared  duly  ele&ed ;  and,  if  they 
fhould  not  fucceed  in  affeding  a  fufficient  number 
bf  the  votes  for  the  fitting  members  to  anfwer 
that  end,  ftill,  they[faid,  they  would  prove  adts  of 
bribery  by  them,  or  their  agents,  fo  as  to  void 
the  eledion,  by  rendering  them  incapable  of  re- 
taining their  feats. 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members,  after  at- 
tempting, by  evidence  and  argument,  to  over- 
turn the  cafe  which  had  been  made  againft  them, 
endeavoured  to  prove,  that  Brown  and  Jones,  by 
bribery  and  promifes*  had  difqualified  themfelvesi 
even  if  the  majority  of  legal  votes  had  been  in 
their  favour;  and,  confequently^that  at  all  events 
they  could  not  be  declared   duly  ele&ed. 

On  Monday,  the  4th  of  December,  the  commit- 
tee, by  their  chairmen,  informed  the  houfe,  that 
none  of  the  four  candidates  were  duly  elefted  $ 

and  that  the  laft  eledion  was  a  void  ele&ion. 

IPSWICH. 
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Hp  HIS  •  ii  the  pruitrpal %%dr  ftfre  town  of  the 
-**  codnfty  of  Suffolk,  trnci  was  a  borough  at 
the  time  of  the  geperal  (ufvey,  and  had  therein 
538  burgetfes,  as  appears  bjr  the  entry  in  Little 
t)oottfdajH8ook.  T-hey  had  a  chatter  of  free 
markets  of  William  the  Conqueror  \  and  King 
John  granted  it  greater  privileges  in  the  firft 
year  of  his  reigft.  It  has  had  feventeen  charters 
fiace  that  timet  om  froa*  Henry  III:  one  front 
Edward  I,  qpe- frorrvEdward.il,  one  front Hearjr 
YJI. :  two-rfr^m .  Henry  VIH^Qne^rom  Edward 
VL  ofce  from  Qaeen  Elizabeth,  and  one  frooi 
James  I.  which  were  all  confirmed  by  Charles  I# 
It  is  now  a  town  corporate.,  by,  charter  granted 
by  King  Charlea  II.  confilting  of  tw6  bailiff^ 
a  recorder,  ten  jportmen,  and  twenty-four  com- 
mon-council men^  and  has  returnfed  burgefles  to 
parliament  from  the  26th  of  Edward  I. 

There  are  about  fix  hundred  voters,  and  the 
right  of  eledfcion  in.  17x0  was  determined  to  be 
in  the  bailiff,  portnaen,  commonalty,  and  free- 
men, not  retciving  alms.  In  17 14  a  refoluttoa 
faffed,  that  portmen  are  an  effential  conftituent 
part  of  the  great  court  for  making  freemen  of 

the 
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the  faid  borough,  without  fome  of  which  port- 

imen  being  prefent  the  laid  court  cannot  be  held. 
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THIS  Borough  is  fituatcd  within  the  county 
of  Cornwall j  but  when  it  was  made  d 
a  borough  doth  not  appear,  nor  did  it  fend  bur- 
geffes  to  parliament  until  the  laft  year  of  Queeii 
Mary,  from  which  time  it  has  continued  fo  to  do* 
The  number  of  the  voters  are  about  bne  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three ;  and  the  right  of  eleCtioii 
is  in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 
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KENT. 


(  in  ) 

KEN    T. 

THIS  county  is  near  the  metropolis  of  Eng* 
land,  and  bounds  upon  the  ocean.  It  is 
large  in  circumference,  and  has  been  reprefented 
in  parliament  from  the  2  2d  of  Edward  I.  It 
has  the  lingular  happinefs  never  to  have  had  an 
eleftion  controverted  in  parliament  5  but,  in  th6 
2d  of  Henry  VI.  there  was  a  difpute  in  regard 
to  the  payment  of  wages  for  knights  of  the 
Aire. 


References  to  the  Journals. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

Year, 

Vol* 

1645 
1691 

4 
10 

16 

1732      22 
1734      22 

1760 
1763 

28 
29 

KING'S    LYNN, 

THIS  borough  is  fituate  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk*  and  was  incorporated  in  the  5th 
year  of  King  John,  1204.  It  was  fummoned  ta 
fend  members  to  parliament  in  the  26th  of  Ed- 
ward I.  but  in  that  year,,  and  the  28th,  and  30th, 
of  the  fame  reign,  the  fheriff  of  Norfolk  returns 

N  "  Bal- 
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"  Ballivus  de  hundredo  de  Fretbebrigb  de   ho- 

minibus    eorundem    nihil  mibi  refpondit ;"   but 

(lid  return  from  th$  6th  of  £dwai;d  %1.    The 

names  of  the  representatives  w?re  indorfed  on 

the    county  writ,    but   in    the   15th  of   that 

reign  the  fheriff  makes  a  fpecial  return.    To 

the  fame  effe&  was  the  return  in  the  }6th  year 

of  that  king,  j   but  in  the  ad  of  Henry  V.  Mr, 

Carew  fays,  he  finds  an  indenture  between  the 

(herUF  and  ftewajrd  of  the  liberty,   whereby  it 

appears  the  election  was  made  in  purfuancc  of 

the  (herifPs  precept.     But  after  this  the  mayor 

returns,  and  from  the  7th  of  Edward  IV.  the 

county  of  Kent  has  been  conftantly  reprefented. 
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.     KINGSTON  UPON    HULL. 

.^pHIS  borough,  is  fjtuated  in  the  county  of 

York,  and,  as  Dollar  Willis  write**  it  Cent 

burgefles  to  parliament  once  in  Edward  the  Firft's 

time; 
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time ;  but  Mr.  Prynnt  writes,  it  was  not  till  the 
1 2th  of  Edward  II.  It  ia  a  county  of  itfelf,  and 
the  write  are  directed  to  the  fheriff ;  and,  in  the 
38th  of  Henry  VI.  the  election  was  by  25  bur* 
geties  of  the  borough,  named  in  the  indenture: 

There  are  about  twelve  hundred  voters-;  and 
the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  burgeflea  and 
freemen. 
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KNARESBOROUGH. 

THIS  borough  is  fituate  in  the  county 
of  York,  and  was  firft  fummoned  to 
fend  members  to  parliament  in  thq  firft  year  of 
Queen  Mary,  from  which  time  it  has  returned 
reprefentatives. 

There  are  about  fifty  voters;  and  the  right 
of  ele&ion  is  agreed  to  be  in  the  burgage^ 
holders. 

N  2  References 
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Lancashire. 

np1  HIS  county  is  in  the  northern  part 
^  of  the  kingdom,  and  returned  knights 
of  flie  fliire  to  parliament  22  Edward  L  In 
the  34th  of  Edward  III.  the  writ  of  furamons, 
dated  the  20th  of  November,  for  a  parliament 
to  be  holden  at  Weftminfter,  on  Sunday  before 
the  Converfion  of  St.  Paul,  was  dire&ed  to 
Henry,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  or  his  deputy,  who 
made  the  return. 
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(     181    ) 
LANCASTER    TOWN. 

THIS  is  the  capital  or  (hire- town  of 
its  county.  It  was  made  a  borough  by 
Henry  II.  confirmed  by  John,  Earl  of  More- 
ton  and  Lancafter,  and  returned  members  to 
parliament  in  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  and  ten 
times  after,  between  that  time  and  the  end  of 
23  Edward  II L  after  which  it  ceafed  until 
King  Edward  VI.'s  time,  when  it  was  re- 
ilored.  The  reafon  given  by  the  fheriff  for  not 
fummohing  it,  appears  in  his  returns  for  the 
cotinty.  The  manner  of  its  reftoration  does 
ilot  appear;  nor  are  there  many  memoirs  re- 
lating to  the  ele&ions,  or  reprefentatives,  in  that 
refpedt. 

There  are  about  onethoufand  voters;  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  freemen  and  in- 
habitants. 
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LAUNCESTON. 

HPHIS  borough  is  fituate  within  the  county  of 
Cornwall,  and  was  made  a  borough  by 
Richard,  brother  of  Henry  III.  who  was  created 
by  that  king  Earl  of  Cornwall,  in  the  15th 
year  of  his  reign.  Its  prefent  government  is  by 
a  mayor,  recorder,  and  eight  aldermen,  efta- 
blifhed  by  Queen  Mary,  i$$$*  It  returned 
burgefles  to  parliament  the  26th  of  Edward  L 
and  has  fo  done  till  this  time.— The  rightvof 
election  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  free- 
men, being  inhabitants  at  the  time  they  were 
made  free,  and  not  receiving  pay  of  the  pariflu 
The  aldermen  to  be  elected  out  of  the  legal 
freemen. 
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LEICESTERSHIRE. 
*TpHIS  county  is  in  the  inland  part  of  this 
kingdom,  and  fent  members  to  parliament 
from  the  firft  returns  of  Edward  I. 
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LEICESTER    TOWN. 

THIS  town  is  the  capital  or  (hire-town  of 
the  county,  and  was  a  borough  in  King 
John's  time,  and  made  a  mayor-town  in  the 
year  1248.  It  has  been  reprefented  in  parlia- 
ment from  the  28th  of  Ecjward  I.  and  the  par- 
liament has  been  held  here  feveral  times. 

There  ire  about  eleven  Hundred  vdters  5  and 
the  right  of  eletfioh  is  agreed  to  be  in  the  free- 
men not  receiving  alms,  and  in  the  inhabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot :  but  perfons  living -in  the 
borough  by  certificate,  not  having  gained  a  fet- 
tlement,  by  renting  iol.  per  annum,  or  fcrving 
in  an  annual  office,  are  not  ifttitled  (by  paying 
fcot  and  lot)  to  vote. 
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LEOMINSTER. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Hereford,  and  has  fent  members  to  par- 
liament from  the  26th  of  Edward  I. There 

are  about  four  hundred  voters;  and  the- right  of 
ele&ion  is  in  the  bailiffs,  capital  burgeffes,  and 
inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 
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L   E    S   C    A   R    D. 

THIS  borough  was  made  fo  by  Richard, 
Duke  of  Cornwall,  by  charter,  dated 
June  5,  1240,  and  fent  burgeffes  to  parliament 
from  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  and  has  fo  conti- 
nued to  do  ever  fince,  as  Dodtor  Willis  writes ; 
but  Mr.  Prynne  gives  the  catalogue  from  the 
25th  of  Edward  I. — There  are  about  one  thou* 
fand  voters;  and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the 
porppration  and  fworn  free  burgeffes. 

References 


LESTWITHIEL.  185 

References  to  the  Journals. 

Year.  Vol.          Year.   Vol.           Year.  Vol. 

1646      5         ,  1698     12            1732  21 


1660 

8 

1707 

15 

1739-40  23 

1661 

8 

1709 

16 

!75i 

26 

1696 

11 

1722 

20 

J759 

23 

LESTW  ITHIEL. 
rTPlHIS  borough  is  fituate  in  the  county  of 
-*■  Cornwall,  and,  according  to  Dodtor  Willis% 
returned  burgeffes  to  parliament  in  the  30th  of 
Edward  I.  and  then  ceafed  till  the  4th  of  Ed- 
ward II.  but  Mr.  Prynne  has  taken  no  notice  of 
it  until  the  latter  time,  when,  he  writes,  it  firft 
returned,  and  from  thence  it  hath  continued  to 
return  until  this  time.— The  right  of  ele&ion 
is  in  the  mayor  and  fix  capital  burgefles,  toge- 
ther with  the  feventeen  affiftants  annually 
chofen,  and  who  had  a  right  to  vote  at  the 
preceding  ele&ion  of  a  mayor. 
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LEWES. 

(    i86    ) 

LEWES. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Suffex,  and  was  part  of  the  king's  de- 
mefne,  and  hath  returned  burgefles  to  parlia- 
ment from  the  26th  of  Edward  I. — There  are 
about  four  hundred  voters;  and  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  inhabitants,  being  houfe-* 
holders,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 
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LINCOLNSHIRE. 

THIS  county  hath  been  reprefented  in  par- 
liament from  the  time  of  the  firft  fum- 
mons  of  knights  of  fhires.  Mr.  Prynne  gives 
his  lift  of  knights  of  it  from  the  26th  of  Ed- 
ward I. 
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LINCOLN    CITY. 

THIS  is  the  capital  or  ihire-town  of  the 
county,  and  had  letters  to  fend  two  ci- 
zens  to  the  parliament  in  the  49th  of  Henry  III* 
and  was  afterwards  regularly  reprefented  until 
this  time.—- —The  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  thq 
citizens  and  freemen ♦ 
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LITCHFIELD. 

THIS  became  a  city  by  the  fettling  the 
bifhop's  feat  here  in  the  year  656.  Dec* 
tor  Willis  writes,  it  was  reprefented  in  par- 
liament the  33d  of  Edward  I.  but  Mr.  Pfynne 
writes,  it  was  in  the  4th  of  Edward  II.  and 
that  It  .returned  to  three  fucceeding  parliaments, 
and  then  ceafed  to  the  20th  of  that  King.. 
After  this  it  returned  in  the  ift,  14th,  27th,  and 
33d  of  Edward  III.  and  from  thence  inter- 
mitted till  the  reign  of  King  Edward  VI.  when 

it  was  reftored,  and  he  incorporated  it. 

Tht- 


i88         LITCHFIELD. 

The  number  of  voters  are  about  fix  hundred  j 
and  in  1701  it  was  refolved,  that  the  bailiff, 
magiftrates,  freeholders  of  forty  (hillings  a  year, 
and  all  that  hold  by  burgage-tenure,  have  a 
right  to  vote ;  alfo,  that  fuch  freemen  only  of 
the  city  that  are  enrolled,  and  pay  fcot  and  lot, 
have  a  right  to  vote  ;  alfo,  that  fuch  freemen  of 
the  Taylors  Company  as  are  enrolled  in  the  old 
book  of  the  Conftitutions  of  the  Taylors  Com- 
pany^ have  not  a  right  to  vote ;  and  alfo,  that 
fuch  freemen  only  of  the  Taylors  Company  as 
are  enrolled  in  the  new  book  of  the  Conftitu- 
tions of  the  Taylors  Company  in  the  City, 
have  a  right  to  vote.  And  in  17 18  it  was  re- 
folved, that  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  bai- 
liffs, magiftrates,  freeholders  of  forty  {hillings  a 
year,  all  that  hold  by  burgage-tenure,  and  in 
fuch  freemen  only  as  are  enrolled,  paying  fcot 
and  lot. 
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0*9    ) 

LIVERPOOL. 

THIS  is  a  well-known  fea-port  town  and 
borough,  in  the  county  of  Lancafter. 
Do&or  Willis  writes,  it  fent  burgefles  to  parlia- 
ment in  the  23d  and  35th  of  Edward  I.  but  Mr. 
Prynne  hath  not  obferved  it,  either  in  his  Cata- 
logue of  Names  or  Returns ;  nor  do  we  meet 
with  any  account  of  its  members  till  Edward 
the  Sixth's  time,  when,  according  to  Doftor 
Willis%  it  was  reftored ;  but  Mr.  Carew  rather 
thinks  the  firft  return  was  at  that  time. 

The  number  of  voters  are  about  twelve  hun- 
dred ;  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  admitted  to 
be  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  freemen  not  re- 
ceiving alms. 
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LONDON. 

(     *9°    ) 

L    O    N    D    O  .  N. 

THIS  is  the  metropolis  of  Great-Britain  $  the 
mart  of  Europe,  famous  for  its  antiqifity, 
trade,  ami  opulency;  was  an  ancient  city  long 
before  the  time  of  record,  and  enjoyed  many 
and  great  privileges  before  the  CofKfueft,  and 
which  the  Conqueror  immediately  confirmed; 
or,  rather,  as  Doctor  Brady  writes,  covenanted 
to  pioteit  the  citizens  in  the  enjoy meat  thereof. 
It  hath  been  reprefented  in  parliament  fawn  the 
23d  of  Edward  I.  though  Mr.  Prynne  h&h  not 
taken  any  notice  of  the  returns  uatil  the  26th 
year  of  that  reign,  which  he  avers  to  he  the 
firfc  fuounons.  This  may  be  the  finft  dire<3ied 
to  the  Sheriffs  ;  but  k  cannot  be  ftippofed  that 
the  general  writ,  in  the  23d  of  Edward  I. 
could  be  miftaken  by  the  fticriffs  of  fo  great  a 
city.  » 

The  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  livery,  reckoned 
at  ^bout/even  thoiffand. 
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LUDLOW. 

(    »9*    ) 

L  U  D  L   O  W. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Salop; 
and  was  incorporated  by  King  Edward  IV. 
and  in  the  12th  year  of  his  reign  firft  feftt 
members  to  parliament. 

In  166 1,  the  right  of  election  was  determined 
to  be  in  all  the  rqfident  common  burgejfes,  as  well 
at  the  twelve  and  twenty-jfoe.  In  1690,  the 
new  charter,  granted  by  the  late  King  James, 
Wis  declared  illegal  and  void.  In  1698,  the 
Jons  of  burgeffes,  §and  thofe  that  marry  the 
daughters  of  burgej/es,  were  admitted  to  have  a 
right  of  being  made  burgefles *;  and  that  every 
perfon,  having  a  right  to  be  made  a  burgefs, 
ought  to  demand  his  right  by  petition,  figned 
by  the  petitioner,  according  to  the  bye-law 
made  in  the  year  1663,  and  not  otherwife. 
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LUGGER- 

(    *9*    ) 

LUGGERSHALL. 

THIS  borough  is  in  Wiltshire.  Dodtor 
Willis  writes,  that  it  returned  members 
to  parliament  in  Edward  the  Firft's  time  •,  but 
Mr.  Prynne  writes,  that  the  firft  return  was  in 
the  28th  of  that  reign,  though  his  Catalogue 
begins  in  the  7th  of  Edward  II.  in  which  reign 
it  returned  three  times ;  as  alfo  to  as  many  par- 
liaments of  Edward  IIL  then  ceafed  till  the  2d 
of  Richard  II.  after  whofe  tenth  year  it  ceafed 
until  the  9th  of  Henry  V.  from  which  time  it 
has  been  jconftantly  reprefented. 

There  are  about  feventy  voters  ;  and  the  right 
of  election  is  in  the  freeholders  or  leafeholders 
of  the  faid  borough,  determinable  upon  life  or 
lives. 
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(  m.) 

LYME    REGIS* 

THIS  is  a  very  ancient  borough  in  the 
county  of  Dorfet,  being  made  one  by 
King  Edward  I.  The  town  was  in  latter  days 
incorporated,  and  the  corporation  confifts  of  a 
mayor  and  fixteen  capital  burgefles,  two  of 
which,  with  the  mayor,  arejuftices.  It  has' 
returned  burgefles  to  parliament  ever  fince  the 
23d  of  Edward  I.  and  the  bailiffs  made  the 
returning-officers  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign, 
as  appears  by  the  fheriff  of  Dorfet's  return  of 
his  writ. 

There  are  about  fifty  voters ;  and  the  right 
of  eledlion,  in  1689,  was  infifted  to  be  in  the 
mayor \  burgejes,  and  freeholders;  and,  in  1727, 
it  was  alleged  to  be  in  the  mayor,  capital  bur* 
grjfes,  and  freemen. 
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Subjiance  of  the  laft  Cafe   of  controverted 
EleSiion. 

The  fitting  members  were,  the  Honourable 
Henry  Fane,  Eiq.  and  David  Robert  Michel, 
Efq.  and  the  petitioners,  Henry  Harford,  Efq» 
and  Lionel  Darell,  jun.  Efq. 

The  committee  met  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1780;  and  the  petition  ftated,  that  the 
returning  officer  had  refufed  a  great  number  of 
votes  that  had  been  tendered  in  their  favour, 
notwithftanding  they  were  legal  ones ;  and  had 
admitted  many  to  poll  for  the  fitting  members, 
who  had  no  right  to  vote. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  infifted  upon 
the  following  point,  which,  they  contended, 
would  give  them  the  feats,  viz, 

That  freeholders  and  freement  refdent  in  tbt 
borough*  and  they  only,  had  a  right  to  vote. 

The  fitting  members  contended,  that  the 
right  of  voting  was  in  the  freemen  only}  whether 
they  were  refident  or  'not. 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  were, 

For  the  fitting  members       22 

Fifteen  of  whom  were  faid  to  be  non-refidents; 

For  the  petitioners       -      10 

All  of  whom,  it  was  faid,  were  refidents. 

Twenty- 
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Twenty- feven  freeholders  tendered  their 
votes  for  the  petitioners,  and  were  rejedted  by 
the  returning  officer. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  obferved,  that 
Lyme  was  an  ancient  demefne  of  the  crown; 
that  it  was  reprefented  in  parliament  before  it 
was  regularly  incorporated  by  charter ;  and  that 
therefore  the  conftituents,  who  formerly  fent 
members  to  parliament,  were  the  freeholders  or 
tenants  of  the  crown. 

A  charter  of  5th  of  Edward  III.  was  pro- 
duced, by  which  the  king  granted  the  town, 
with  the  liberties  and  cuftoms  thereof,  to  the 
men  of  Lyme,  in  fee-farm,  at  the  rate  of  thirty* 
two  marks  yearly. 

An  Injpeximus,  1  Richard  II.  was  produced, 
fetting  forth,  that  a  petition  having  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  king,  and  a  complaint  made  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Lyme,  that  the  town  had 
been  injured,  and  the  cobb  deftroyed  by  the 
fea,  the  jury  found  that  they  were  unable  to  pay 
their  fee- farm  rents,  and  the  tax  of  the  tenth 
or  fifteenth  of  their  moveables. 

Another  charter,  1 1  Henry  IV.  a  charter 
alfo  of  10  Charles  I.  divers  entries  and  records, 
were  produced,  to  prove  that  courts-baron  were 

there  held  as  late  as  the  year  1695,  and  that  th^ 
O  2  corporation 
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corporation  held  the  lands  of  the  town.  Va- 
rious inftruments  and  entries,  from  the  records 
of  the  borough,  were  then  produced,  to  (hew 
that  freeholders  formerly  voted  for  members  of 
parliament,  and  that  it  was  neceffary  that  the 
eleSlors  Jhould  refide  in  the  town. 

The  counfel  on  the  part  of  the  fitting  mem- 
bers faid,  it  was  the  firft  time  they  ever  heard 
it  maintained  that  refident  freeholders  had  a 
right  of  voting  in  exclujion  of  non-refidents  ;  and 
produced  a  great  number  of  returns,  fome  made 
by  the  mayor  and  burgefles ;  fome  by  the  mayor, 
burgefles,  inhabitants  of  the  tpwn ;  fome  by 
the  mayor  and  burgefles,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  the  inhabitants  and  com- 
monalty of  the  faid  town;  fome  by  perfons 
amongfl:  whom  were  capital  burgefles ;  fome  by 
the  mayor  only  $  fome  by  the  mayor  and  bur- 
gefles, all  freemen,  and  one  that  bore  the  name 
of  a  perfon  defcribed  as  a  non-refident  freeman. 

The  committee  determined,  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Fane  and  David  Robert  Michel,  Efq.  were 
duly  elected. 


LYMING- 


(    w  ) 

LYMINGTON. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  Hampfliire,  and 
is  a  mayor-town,  but  was  never  reprefented 
in  Parliament  until  the^  27th  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
from  which  time  to  the  prefent  it  has  fo  conti- 
nued. 

The  number  of  voters  are  about  fixty  5  and 
in  169 1  it  was  refolved,  that  the  corporation  of 
Lymington  is  a  corporation  by  prefcription,  and 
that  the  mayor  and  burgejfes  only  have  a  right  to 
eledt  burgeffes :  and  this  refolution  was  confirm- 
ed in  1695-6,  and  17 10. 
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MAIDSTONE. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and 
was  incorporated  by  king  Edward  VI.  and 
made  a  mayor's  town,  and  privileged  to  fend 
members  to  parliament.  It  loft  this  right  on 
account  of  Wyatt's  rebellion,  but  regained  it  in 

the  fecond  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

O  3  The 
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The  number  of  voters  arc  about  feven  hun- 
dred $  and  in  1702  it  was  refolved  that  the  right 
.of  election  is  in  the  freemen  not  receiving  alms. 
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M     A    L     D     E     N. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Effex.  It  firft  fent  members  to  parlia- 
ment in  the  2d  of  Edward  III.  and  was  in- 
corporated in  1554,  according  to  JOoStor  Willis, 
but  Mr.  Prynne  dates  its  firft  return  in  the  7th 
of  that  king, — The  ele&ion  feems  originally  to 
have  been  in  the  burgefles. 

The  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  fuch  freemen  as  do 
not  receive  alms,  and  are  entitled  to  freedom  by 
birth,  homage,  or  fervitude  *  and  perfons  deriving 
their  right  of  freedom  from  honorary  freemen, 
and  perfons  claiming  tl,ieir  freedom  by  purchafe, 
and   exercifing  trades  within  the  borough,  have 

no  right  to  vote* . 
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MALMS  BURY. 

THIS  is  a  borough  fituated  in  Wiltflrire, 
and  hath  returned  members  to  parliament 
from  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  The  members  were 
ele&ed  in  1  and  2  Henry  V.  in  the  county  court. 
The  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  alderman,  and 
twelve  capital  burgeffes,  thirteen  only. 
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M    A    L    T    O    N. 

THIS  borough  is '  in  the  county  of  York, 
DoElor  Willis  writes,  it  returned  to  two 
parliaments,  viz.  in  the  23d  and  26th  of  Edward 
I.  but  Mr.  Prynne  takes  notice  only  of  the  lat- 
ter. ;  It  then  ceafed  until  the  year  164.0,  when 
it  was  reftored. 

The  number  of  voters  are  about  one  hundred  3 
and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  burgage* 
holders. 
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MARLBOROUGH. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  Wiltfliire,  and 
returned  members  to  parliament  from  the 
26th  of  Edward  I.  who  were  ele&ed  in  the  coun- 
ty court  in  the  ift  of  Henry  V.  There  are  but 
twenty- one  voters  ;  and  the  right  of  eledHon  is 
in  the  mayor,  and  fele<ft  burgeffes  only, 
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MARLOW. 
'""pHIS  borough  is  fituated  in  Buckinghamfliirc, 
and  returned  burgefles  to  parliament,  in  the 
28th,'  33d,  34th,  and  35th  of  Edward  I.  and  in 
the  1  ft  and  2d  of  Edward  II.  and  then  ceafed 
fending  till  the  reign  of  king  Jaines  I.  when  it 
was  reftored. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  and  fixteen 
voters  ;  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  inha- 
bitants only  who  pay  fcot  and  lot. 
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SAINT      MAWS. 

HIS  is  a  borough  in  the  county  of  Corn- 
wall, and  returned  members,  for  the  firft 
time,  in  the  5th  of  queen  Elizabeth.  There  are 
thirty-one  voters,  and  the  right  of  eledion  is  in 
the  mayor,  and  refident  burgeffes. 
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MERIONETHSHIRE. 

THIS  county  is  one  of  the  twelve  enabled 
to. fend  one  knight  of  the  fhire  to  parlia- 
ment, by  the  ftatute  of  27  Henry  VIII. 
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SAINT  MICHAEL. 
rmT%  HIS  is  an  ancient  borough  of  the  county 
of  Cornwall,  and  when  it  was  fo  made 
does;  not  appear.  It  was  firft  fummoned  to  fend 
members  to  parliament  in  the  reign  of  King 
Edward  VI.  and  has  continued  fo  to  do  till  this 
time. 

There  are  about  feventeen  hundred  voters ; 
and  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  portreeve, 
and  lords  of  the  manor,  who  are  capable  of 
being  portreeves,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  borough  paying  fcot  and  lot. 
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MIDDLESEX. 

THIS    county  is  part  of  the  dominion 
of  the  Eaft   Saxons,    within  which   is 
contained  thev  city  of  London,   and  has  been 

reprefented 
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reprefented  in  parliament  from  the  firft  general 
fummons  of  the  knights  of  the  fhire  in  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  I.  In  the  1 2th  of  Ed- 
ward II.  the  fherifF  returned  two  knights  of 
the  fhire.  Within  this  county  being  the  city 
of  Weftminfter,  where  the  parliament  wa6 
ufually  held  ;  the  knights  had  only  their  fees 
for  attendance,  and  no  allowance  for  their 
coming  and  going,  as  in  other  counties.  In 
the  fecond  year  of  King  Henry  V.  the  Bifhop 
of  London  complained  that  his  tenants  of  Ful- 
ham  were  taxed  towards  the  expences  of  the 
knights  of  the  fhire  for  this  county,  upon 
which  a  writ  iffued  for  difcharging  the  faid 
tenants,  in  cafe  it  fhould  appear  that  they  had 
not  been  formerly  taxed. 
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MIDHURST. 
HP  HIS   borough  is  in  the  county  of  Suflex, 
and    hath    fent  members  to    parliament 
from  the  4th  year  of  Edward  II.    They  were 

eledd 
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defied  in  the  county  court,  in  the  fecond  of 
Henry  V. — There  are  about  one  hundred  voters ; 
and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  burgage- 

holders. 
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MILBORNE     PORT. 

HIS  borough  is  in  Somerfetflnre,  and 
returned  burgefles  in  the  26th,  28th, 
33d,  and  35th  of  Edward  I.  and  then  ceafed 
until  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  when  it  was 
reftored. 

The  right  of  election  is  only  in  the  capital 
bailiffs  and  their  deputies,  in  the  commonalty, 
ftewards,  and  the  inhabitants  paying  /cot  and 
lot. 
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Subftance  of  the  loft  Cafe  of  controverted 
.EleSlion. 

The  fitting  members  were,  J.  H.  Medlycott, 
Efq.  and  John  Townfon,  Efq.  and  the  Hon. 
Temple  Luttrell  was  the  petitioner. 

The  petition  fet  forth,  that  the  fitting  members 
had  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  both 
before  and  at  the  efe&Ion  ;  and  that  the  returning 
officer  had  reje&ed  many  voters  who  offered  to 
poll  for  the  petitioner?,  and  who  had  a  legal 
right  5  and  had  admitted  others  in  behalf  of  the 
fitting  members,  who  had  no  right  to  polt ;  and 
had  alfo  ftruck  off  fome  who  had  been  admitted 
00  the  petitioner's  poll,  in  order  to  leave  a  majority 
to  return  the  fitting  members. 

The  poll  figqed  by  both  the  returning  officers 
was  put  in,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  num- 
bers were, 

For 
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For  Mr.  Medlycott  \  62 
Townfon  56 
Luttrell  44 
Hunter        36 

But  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner  informed 
the  committee,  that  there  was  another  poll,  taken 
by.  Peckbam,  one  of  the  two  returning  officers,  - 
which  differed  from  the  above,  and  appeared  aft 
follows : 

For  Mr.  Medlycott    62 
Townfon*  '56 
Luttrell        46 
Hunter        38 

The  laft  refolution  was  read,  determining  the 
right  of  election  to  be  id  the  commonalty, 
ftewards,  and  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and 
lot. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  faid  they  (hould 
ftrike  off  two  votes  of  perfons  who  had  been 
bribed  by  the  fitting  members,  and  prove  fuch 
a&s  of  bribery  as  would  be  fufficient  to  vacate  , 
their  feats,  although  //  would  not  affeft  the  votes. 

They  propofed,  alfo,  to  difqualify  eleven  upon 
the  fcore  of  occafionality  \  to  fet  on^x;  in  favour 
of  the  petitioner,  who  were  reje&ed  by  the  re- 
turning officer,  as  not,paying  fcot  and  lot  $  and, 

laftly, 
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laftly,  to  objedl  to  eleven  who  voted  for  the  fitting 
members,  and  who  weredifablcd  by  the  corrupt 
bargain  made  between  Mr.  Medlycott  and  a  Mr. 
Loyd. 

It  has  been  ftated,  that  the  right  of  voting  is, 
amongft  others,  in  the  capital  bailiffs  and  their 
two  deputies.  There  are  nine  bailiwicks  in  Mil- 
borne  Port,  and  there  is  a  bailiff  appointed  for 
each.  Mr.  Medlycott  had  lpng  been  in  poffeffion 
of  four  of  thefe  bailiwicks,  and  the  remaining  five 
have  belonged  to  the  family  of  Walters.  In  the 
month  of  February,  1779,  Loyd  appeared  in 
Milborne  Port  as  the  friend  and  agent  of  Lord 
North.  A  meeting  was  held  about  that  time 
between  Medlycott,  Loyd,  and  two  or  three  other 
perfons,  at  thehoufe  of  one  Daniel,  at  Yeovil, 
where  Medlycott  entered  into  a  contract  to  fell 
the  borough,  and  to  defert  his  old  friend  Luttrell. 
A  writing  was  drawn  up,  partly  by  Loyd,  and 
partly  by  one  Hyde,  and  figned  by  Medlycott, 
purporting  to  be  "  the  memorandum  of  an  agree- 
ment to  defray  the  expence  of  procuring  a  feat 
in  parliament  for  any  friend  of  Lord  North, 
whom  his  lordfhip  or  Loyd  fhould  recommend/* 
To  this  end,  Loyd  agreed  to  depofit  15001.  in 
the  hands  of  Daniel,  which  was  to  be  employed 

in 


M  ILBORNE    PORT.        iog 

in  purchasing  Walters9  iritereft,  for  the  ufe,  and 
at  the  rifcjue,  of  Medlycott;  and  Medlycott  ftipu- 
lated  to  pay  Loyd  five  per  cent,  for  the  oxqney 
to  advanced,  until  fuch  time  as  Lord  North's 
friend  ihould  be  feated  peaceably  fourteen  days 
in  parliament.  Some  time  afterwards,  Daniel 
waited  upon  Lord'Nbrth,  and  was  introduced 
by  Loyd.  The  paper  containing  this  agreement 
Was  put  into  his  Lqrdfhip's  hands,  who  kept  it 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  returned  it,  without 
faying  any  thing.  Upon  the  faith  of  this  inftru- 
jratent,  Walters'  property  in  the  voters  was  trans- 
ferred ;  the  five  capital  bailiffs  were  nominated 
in  the  month  of  march  following,  arid  configned 
to  Medlycott* $  intereft,  thus  jJurchafed  by  Loyd. 
Medlycott  wrote  to  Luttrell  on  the  fubjedfc,  ac- 
knowledged this  foul  tranfadtioii,  and  urged  the 
wretched  excufe,  u  that  his  poverty,  and  not  Ms 
willy  con/en  ted." 

The  cqunfet  for  the  petitioner  then  faid,  they 
Would  give  evidence  pf  the  bribery,  ahd  feveral 
offers  made,  and  alfo  of  the  treats  given;  to  in- 
fluence the  voters; 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  msriibers  contettdedi 
that  there  was  not  any  allegation  in  the  petition* 
that  the  fitting  members,  by  themfelves  or 
agents,  were  guilty  of  treating  ;  but  the  tom- 

P  toittee 
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mittee  refolved,  that  the  counfel  flioiild  proceed 
to  prove  the  agency  by  the  means  of  treating. 

A  great  number  of  witnefles  were  then  called 
to  prove  the  bribery  ;  after  which,  the  counfel 
for  the  petitioner  proceeded  to  prove,  that  feve- 
ral  perfons  had  voted  for  the  fitting  members 
who  were  not  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot; 
that  feveral  perfons  who  had  legal  votes,  tendered 
them  for  the  petitioner,  and  were  rejected  5  and 
that  a  corrupt  agreement  had  been  made  between 
Mr.  Medlycott  and  Loyd. 

The  committee*  determined,  that  Thomas 
Uutchins  Medlycott)  Efq.  and  John  Town/on,  Efq. 
were  duly  eledted. ' 


MINE  HE  AD. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  weftern  part 
of  the  county  of  Somerfet,  is  an  ancient 
borough,  and  was  incorporated  by  letters  patent 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
The  number  of  ele&ors  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty  $  and  the  right  of  eledlion  is  in  the 
parifliioners  of  Minehead  and  Dunfter,  being 
houfekeepers  in  the  borough  of  Minehead,  and 
not  receiving  alms.  The  precept  is  directed  to 
the  two  conftables,  and  they  mak6  the  return. 
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MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

THIS  county,  part  of  the  Marches  of  Wales, 
was  enabled,  by  the   ftajute  of  the   27th 
of  Henry  VIII.  c.  26,  to  fend  members  to  parlia- 
ment, and  from  that  time  has  continued  fo  to  do. 
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MONMOUTH    TOWN. 

HIS  is  the  fhire-town  of  the  county, 
enabled,  with  its  contributory  boroughs, 
Ufk  and  Newport, '  to  fend  one  reprefentative 
to  parliament,  by  itatute  27  Henry  VIII.  c.  26. 

P2  There 
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There  are  about  eight  hundred  voters  $  and 
the  right  of  election  does  not  belong  to  the 
burgefles  and  inhabitants  of  Monmouth  only, 
but  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  New- 
port*  and  A&e  or  Uik,  likewife. 
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MONTGOMERYSHIRE, 

TH 15.  is  one  of  the  twelve  Welfh  coun* 
ties  enabled  td  fend  a  reprefentative  to 
parliament  by  -the  ftatute  27  Henry  VIII* 
from  which  time  it  has  returned  one  knight  to 
parliament. 
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MONTGOMERY     TOWN. 

TH I  S  is  the  fliire-toWn  of  the  county 
of  this  name,  and  formerly,  with  its 
coadjutor  boroughs,  Llandidloes,  Poole,  and 
Llanvyllin,   eleded  one  burgefs,   by  virtue    of 

the 
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the  ftatute  of  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII.  c.  26* 
but  it  hath  lately  been  determined  that  the 
right  of  election  is  in  the  tpwn  only,— The 
aumber  of  voters  are  about  eighty. 
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T    H. 

Z5  1'^HIS    borough    is  in 

A     Northumberland,   and 

the'   county    qf 
was  firft  repre-. 

fented  in  parliament  in  1553. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  voters,  and  die 

<5ght  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  bailiffs  and  free  burr 

geffes  of  the  borough. 
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1666      8  1717     18,  1776     36? 

IJ692     ia  I727     21  1777     36 

1695    *ii  1738     23 

*7°*     *3  *755     27" 

Subfiance  of  the  laft  Cafe  of  controverted  Ekflion.- 

Ori  Tueftky  the  6th  of.  December,  i/74> 
two  petitions  had  been  prefented  to  the  houfe ; 
qne>   from   Mr.  Byron,  fetting  forth,    that,  at 
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the  laft  eledion,  when  Peter  Delme,  Efq.  and 
Francis  Eyre,  Efq.  Thomas  Charles  Bigge,  Efq. 
and  the  petitioner,  were  candidates  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Morpeth,  Mr.  Delme  and  the  peti- 
tioner, at  the  conclufion  of  the  poll,  had  a  ma- 
jority of  legal  votes,  in  the  judgment  of  the  two 
bailiffs  who  prefided,  and  are  the  proper  return- 
ing officers,  and  who  accordingly  declared  them 
duly  ele&ed ;  but  that  they  were  afterwards 
compelled,  by  the  violence  and  threats  of  a  nu- 
merous and  outrageous  mob,  to  fign  a*  return  of 
Mr.  Eyre,  inftead  of  the  petitioner,  together 
with  Mr.  Delme ;  praying  therefore  that  the  name 
of  Mr.  Eyre  might  be  erafed  from  the  return, 
and  the  petitioner's  inferted  inftead  thereof,  and 
to  give  him  fuch  other  relief  as  the  cafe  required, 
and  the  houfe  fhould  think  reafonable. 

Another  petition  from  a  certain  number  of 
freemen  was  alfo  prefented,  and  praying,  that 
fuch  punifihment  might  be  inflidted  on  the 
offenders  as  to  the  houfe  ihould  feem  meet. 

They  were  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  onTuefday,  the  24th  of  Januatry,  1775. 

On  Monday,  the  19th  of  December,  a  petition 
of  Mr.  Bigge  was  prefented,  fetting  forth,  that  a 
majority  had  been  obtained  for  Mr.  Delme,  by 
the  corrupt  and  illegal  pra&ices  of  Mr.  Byron* 

and 
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and  the  partiality  of  the  returning  officers  in  re- 
jecting the  petitioner's  votes,  and  that  be  ought 
to  have  been  returned  with  Mr.  Eyre. 

Another  petition  was  alfo  presented  from  fe- 
veral  aldermen  and  free  burgefles  of  Morpeth, 
containing  the  like  allegatipns,  and  praying  that 
Eyre  and  Bigge  fhould  be  declared  duly  ele&ed. 

They  were  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confide- 
ration  at  the  fame  time  as  the  former  ones,  on 
the  24th  of  January  5  but  on  the  23d  of  De- 
cember the  order  was  difcharged,  and  the  two 
firft*  petitions  only  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  24th  of  January. 

And  there  appearing  fome  doubt  among  the 
counfei,  whether  the  fole  queftion  was,  the  free- 
dom and  the  validity  of  the  return  of  Mr.  Eyre, 
or  whether  they  might  not  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  election,  the  committee  were  reminded  by 
orfe  of  their  members,  that  this  had  been  al- 
ready decided  in  the  houfe,  and  they  refolved, 
that  the  counfei  muft  confine  themfelves  folely 
to  the  return,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  evidence 
they  would  not  fuffer  any  queftion  to  be  put  that 
refpedted  the  merits. 

The  counfei  for  the  petitioners  was  going  to 

call  one  of  the  returning  officers,   to  prove  that 

they  had  been  compelled  by  force  to  make  a 
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falfe  return  ;  bat  liis  evidence  was  fcbjedted  to,' 
m  as  he  had  given  it  under  his  hand  to  be  a  true 
return. 

It  was  proved  by  a  number  of  witneflcs,  t&at, 
at  the  end  of  the  poll,  the  majority  was  declared 
to  be  in  favour  of  Delme  and  Byron;  but  that  the 
returning  officers  were  compelled  to  return  Mr. 
Delme  and  Mr.  Eyre :  and  it  was  alfo  proved, 
ihati  on  the  morning  of  the  ele&ion,  before  ijt 
Began,  Mr.  Eyre  made  an  inflammatory  fpecch 
to  the  people ;  that  after  the  riot  began,  he  havT 
irig  retired  fome  lime  before,  the  returning 
officers  fent  him  word,  they  would  return  whom  ' 
he  pleafed,  and  that  aft  anfwer  being  brought 
them,  that  they  muft  return  himfelf  and  Mr. 
Delmex  they  complied,  and  the  rjpt  ceafed. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  infifted,  that 
the  committee  ought  to  make  a  fpecml  report 
againft  the/perfons  concerned  in  the/iots  \  "but 
they  did  not  make  any. 

On  Friday,  tfce  27th  of  January,  the  committee  • 
refolved,  that  Francis  Eyre,  Efq.  is  not  duly  elect- 
ed, and  that  the  Hon.  Wm.  Byron,  the  petitioner, 
*  ought  to  hatfe  been  returned;  and  their  detefmt 
Nations  were  ordered  to  be  entefed  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  houte. 

♦  *.    •• 

•       .NEWARK, 


N    E    W    A    ft    R.      .    . 
^pHIS  bofougfo  is  itf  Notttoghamflrirt*  and  isf  • 

the  iflffft  ftiod6rn  parliamentary  borou&h  h* 
Eo^a^  Wing  fo  Created  andf  incorporated  by 
King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  29th  year  of 
his  reign,  on  account  of  h$  loyaky  to  Charles  th$ 
Firft.  /.J.. 

There  are  about  eight  fcuridred  voters  ?  arid  the 
right  of  elefllion  is  in  th£  mayor,  ^derftieh,  and 
inhabitants  within  the  borough*  who  piy,  pr 
QUght  to  pay,  fcot  and  lot. 

References  to  the  Journals* 


Year. 

Vol.. 

•  Year, 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

.1675 

9 

1700. 

IS 

1719 

19 

^676- 

7  9     . 

170  r 

«3 

1724 

20 

1692 

10 

17 10 

io~ 

"  "757 

23 

.1695 

'»€ 

1711 

17 

*7$o 

26 

1698 

12 

*7i$ 

i£ 

*15t 

27 

1699 

,  *3 

NEWCAS,TLfe-0MdEk.LlNE. 
npHIS  borqpgh.  is  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
**  and  was  incorporated  by  ffcing  Charles  It, 
but  hath  been  reprefented  in  parliament  from  the 
28th  of  Edward  if  I.  and  hath  continued  to  b* 
fo  till  this  time. 

The  number  of  voters  are  about  five  hundred 
and  befprc  the  charter  the  right  of  eledion  was 
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in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  common-council^  and 
*  it  was  refolved,  that  the  late  constitution  altered 
not  the  former  cuftom.  And  in  1705,  it  was 
agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor,  burgefles,  and  free- 
men refident  within  the  borough. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
Year.  Vol.         Year.  Vol.         Year.  Vol. 
1624       l  x7°3     x4  J74°     23 

1645      4  1704     14     .     1745     24 

1675      9  1705     15  1762     29 

1680      9  1708     16  1763     29 

1685       9  1713     17  1768  ^32 

1691     10  1715     J8  1774     34 

1699     13  1724     20  1779     35 
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THIS  borough  is  fituated  within  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  and  fcnt  burgefles 
to  parliament  from  the  26th  of  Edward  the  Firft, 
but  has  oftenintermitted,  and  made  no  returns. 
There  are  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
voters,  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  corpo- 
ration and  free  burgefles. 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year. 
1640 

1645 
1646 

1647 

1660 

Vol. 
2 
4 
5 
5 
8 

Year.  Vol.     Year.  Vol. 
1673   9     1728-9  21 

l7°5     *5     1741  24 
1715     l8     1742  24 
1727  21     1777  36 

..NEWPORT, 

(     2i9  .  ) 
NEWPORT;    in  Cornwall. 

THIS  borough  is  in  Cornwall,  and  never  fcnt 
members  to  parliament  until  the  reign  of 
Edward  VI.  from  which  time  it  has  continued 
fo  to  do.-r-There  are  about  fixty-two  voters;  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  two  vianders/with 
inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 


References  to  the 

Journals^ 

Year.  Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

1625       1 

1678 

9 

x739 

n 

1627-8    1 

1690 

10 

1756 

27 

1646      5 

1699-1 

70013 

1761 

29 

1647      5 

1 700-1 

13 

1763 

29 

1660      8 

1706 

15 

1766 

3* 

1661-2   8 

1 71 1 

17 

1770 

3* 

1666      8 

1722 

20 

"774 

35 

1677      9 

*725 

20 

NEWPORT,    Hants. 

THIS  borough  is  in  Hampfhire  and  the  Ifle 
of  Wight.   Dodtor  Willis  writes,  that  it  re- 
turned burgefies  to  parliament  in  the   23d  of' 
Edward  I.  but  Mr.  Prynne  takes  not  any  notice 
of  it.     It  afterwards   ceafed   until  the  27th  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  when  (he  reftored  it. 

There 
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There  are  twenty-four  voters/  namely,  the 
(Payor*  eleyen  aldermen,  and  twelve  burgefles. 

References  to  the  Journals.* 
Yeat.  Vol.         Year.  Vol.  Year.     Vol 


1640 

2 

1 7 10 

16 

1735 

22 

1656 

7 

17 12 

17 

J  73-7 

22 

1689 

10 

1717 

18  ' 

*749 

** 

^692 

10 

1721 

*9 

i7|8 
1702 

28 

i%5 

11 

1722 

20 

2<Jf 

1698 

i& 

1725 
1726 

2,0 

*765 

30 

1698 

14 

2d 

1773 

3£ 

1700-" 

"3 

1729 

21 

»777 

3* 

17061 

*J 

■*73°. 

21 

1780 

37 

NEWTON,   in  Lanca(hire. 

TH  i  S  borough  is  in  the  county  palatine  of 
Lancafter,  and  never  was  reprefented  in  par- 
liament until  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  from, 
which  time  it  has  fo  continued  to  be.  There 
are  fixty  voters,  who  are  the  free  b  urge  Acs. 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year. 

Vol. 

fear.  Vol. 

Year.  Vol.. 

1640 
1641 

1645 

2 
2 

1685   9 

I  69O- I  IO 
1702    14 

1711  16 
1743  *4 

NEWTOWN,. 


^EWTOWN>in  Hampfliir*. 

tT^HIS  boipugh  is  in  the  IHe  of  Wight,  jmd 
A     never  was  represented  in  parliament  ^xntil 
Queen  Elizabeth's  time. 

There  are  twelve  voters  only,  wbo  are  the 
mayor  and  burgeffes  having  borough  lands  within 
the  faid  barough. 

References  to,  the  Journals. 
Year.  Vol.  Year.  Vol.  Yey.      Vol 

1,645      4  1695     11  j  728-0     at 

1660      8  1710     1,6  :i775        .35 

1676      9  1727     21 
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NORFOLK.       - 

*Tp  HIS  county  is  fituatcd  on  the  north-eaft 
*     part  of  the  kingdom,  and  hath  been  fum* 
taoned  from  the  z 2d  of  Edward  I.  and  continued 
fo  to  be  to  this  time. 

References  to  the  Journals-. 


Year.  Vol. 

Year.  Vol* 

Yean  Vol. 

*6o6       1 

1647      5 

1715    18 

1614       1 

1672       9 

1726     ZI 

1624.       1 

i675       9 

1735-622  ' 

1625       1 

1678.9  9 

1764    29 

1645      4 

1709     16 

i776    35 
NORTH- 

(   222   ) 

NORTHALLERTON. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  Yorkftiire,  and 
fent  burgefles  to  parliament  in  the  26th  of 
Edward  I.  but  from  that  time  until  1640  it 
never  fent  any.  There  are  about  one  hundred 
and  eighty  voters,  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in 
the  burgage-holders. 

References  to  /^Journals. 
Year.  Vol.  Year.    Vol.  Year.  Vol. 

1640 
1 660 
1697 


2 

1702 

14 

1740 

*3 

8 

1705 

*5 

i745 

24 

12 

J733 

22 

J7S2 

26 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

TH I S  is  one  of  the  midland  counties,  and 
hath  returned  members  to  parliament  from 
the  firft  fummons  of  Edward  I. 

References  to  the  Journals. 

Year.   Vol.  Year.   Vol.  Year.     Vol. 

1675 
1677 

1677 

1-685 


9 

1689 

10 

1747 

25 

9 

171P 

13 

'   J754 

27 

9 

1730 

21 

1756 

28 

* 

1736 

22 

1772 

34 

NORTH- 

(      223      ) 

NORTHAMPTON  TOWN. 

*  1  "*  HIS  is  the  capital  or  fhire-tqwo  bf .  the 
county  thus  called,  and  hath  returned 
members  to  parliament  from  the  26th  of  Ed- 
ward L  There  are  between  one  thoufand  and 
eleven  hundred  voters,  and  the  right  of  election 
is  in  the  inhabitants,  being  houfeholders,  and  not 
receiving  alms,  nof  fharing  in  the  charitable  gift 
diflribiited  at  Chriftmas,  which  is  deemed  taking 
of  alms.  \ 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year.  yol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

1660   8 

1700 

*3 

1741  24 

1661-2  8 

1704 

14 

1744  24 

1663   8 

1710 

16 

1754  27 
1759  *8 

1663   8  . 

1715 

18 

1664  •*  8 

1722 

20 

1763  29 

1678   9 

1732 

22 

1768-932 

1685   9 

J734 

22  • 

177z    32 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

r  I  A  HIS  county  is  the  bounds  of  England  to- 
wards Scotland,  whofe  armies  have  often 
invaded  it.  It  had  fummons  for  knights  of 
the  (hire  in  the  22d  of  Edward  I.  but  Mr. 
Prynne,  in  his  lift,  takes  notice  of  its  firft  return 

in  the  26th  of  that  king. 

References 
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Reference*  to  tie  Journals. 
Year.  Vol.      Year.  Vol.  Year.       Voh 

1614  1  1701         13  1722*3-4  20 

1641  £  1709         16  j  737         z± 

1645  £  17,10         16  1747^       zS 

1,676  $  «7Ii-fi-'7^8  1757         28 
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t^npJEjtJS  city  is  ,the  CjipftaJ  of  the  cqunty  9f 
-*-  Norfolk,  and  became  a  city  upon  fettling 
the  epifcopal  palpfje  and  fee  here.  It  was  incor- 
porated by  King  John,  and  had  a  -grant  of 
mayor  .^qd  fheriffs  .104493,  but  hasrQtyrned 
members  to  parliament  from  the  26th  .of  Ed- 
Ward  I. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
Year.   Vol.  Year.  Vol.  Year.  Vol; 

1640       2  1694     11  175JJ     27 

1645      4  1 70 1     13  1756     27 

1677  9  1705     15  1759     28 

1678  9  1734     tz 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE; 

nr^HIS  is  one  of  the  notherh  counties  of  this 

*     kingdom,  and  was  included  in  the  general 

fummons  of  every  county   to  fend  knights  of 

the  (hire  to  parliament*  22  Edward  I. 

Reference* 
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References  to  the  Journals. 
Year. 

1645 
1661 
1666 
1672 
1688 


Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. . 

Year. 

Vol. 

4 

1691 

10 

1738 

23 

8 

1702 

14 

1762 

*9" 

8 

1703 

14 

1.774. 

35 

9 

1732 

21 

1778 

37 

10 

» 
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NOTTINGHAM    TOWN. 

THIS  is  the  ftiire-town,  or  principal  town 
of  the  county  of  this  name.  The  returns 
to  parliament  ace  extant  from  26  Edward  I. 

There  are  eighteen  hundred  voters;  and  the 
right  of  eledtion  is  agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  freeholders  of  40s.  per  annum. 
It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  the  elded  fons  of  freemen 
by  their  birth,  the  youngeft  fons  of  freemen 
whp  had  ferved  feven  years  apprenticeship, 
whether  in  Nottingham  or  elfewhere,  and  alfo 
fuch  perfons  as  ferved  apprenticeihip  to  any 
freeman  of  Nottingham,  were  well  entitled  to 
demand  their  freedom. 

References  to  /^Journals. 
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Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

1 660 

8 

1706 

15 

1758 

28 

1695 

11 

1720 

19 

1778 

37 

1699 

n 

1747 

*5 

1779 

37 

1700- 1 

13 

OAK- 
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O  ARH  AMPTON. 

HIS  borough  is  (ituated  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  and  returned  members  to  parlia- 
ment in  the  28th  of  Edward  I.  and  7th  of  Ed- 
ward II.  after  which  it  ceafed  till  the  laft  par- 
liament of  King  Charles  I.  when  it  was  reftored. 
There  are  about  four  hundred  voters ;  and 
the  right  of  ele&ioft  is  in  the  freeholders  and 
freemen, .  being  made  free  according  to  the 
charter  and  bye-laws  of  the  faid  borough. 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year.  Vol.  ; 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

1640   2 

1709 

16 

1756  27 

1660   8 

1710 

16 

J757  27 

1670   9 

J734 

22 

1759  28 

1676   9 

174+ 

24 

'  i77°  33 

1693  11 

•  1755 

27 

1778  36 

i7°5  is 

O    R    F.  Q    R    D. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk  ;  and  JDcidtor  Willis  writes,  that  it 
was  fummoned  to  fend  burgeflfes  to  parliament 
during  all  King  Edward  the  Firft's  time,  from 
the  time  of  the  firft  general  Summons ;  but  Mr. 
Frynnt'%  Lift  is  only  from  the  26th  of  Edward  I 

and, 
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and,  Mr,  Holmes  hath  added,  the  35th  of 'Ed- 
ward L  After  this  it  discontinued  until  JBenry 
the  Eighth's  time,  and  has  fince  been  con- 
ftantly  furamoned. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  voters ;  apcjths 
right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  ,portmen,. 
capital  burgefles*  and  freemen  not  receiving 
alms  or  charity. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
Year,  Vol.         Year.     Vol.  Year.  Vol. 


1696 

II 

I727 

21 

1749 

25 

1698 

12 

I728 

21   . 

1756 

27 

1699 

13 

1729 

21 

J757 

27 

1700-1 

13  > 

1734-5- 

■6  22 

*757 

28 

1702 

14 

1737 

23 

*759 

28 

1706 

»| 

1742 

24 

1760 

28 

1708 

l6 

J745 

24 

1774 

34 

1721 

19 

"745 

*5 

,1780 

37 

172a 

20 

1746 

25 

OXFORDSHIRE. 

THIS  county  is  fituated' towards  the  mid- 
land part  of  the  kingdom,  and  wa«  for- . 
merly  under  one  fheriff  with  Berkfhire.  It 
was  fummoned  moft  probably  in  the  22d  of 
Edward  I.  and  from  that  time  hath  returned 
members  to  parliament.  In  the  return  of  2  2d 
of  Edward  I,  the  fheriff  returned  two  knights  of 

Q^a  the 
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the  (hire,  and  two  burgefies  for  Oxon  j  and  in 
the  « 8th  of  that  reign,  to  this  county  the  fheriff 
added  the  knights  for  Berks,  though  not  di- 
rected by  his  writ j  and  in  the  1 8th  .of  Ed- 
ward III.  he  returned  for  both  counties  in  one 
indenture. 

References  to  the  Journals. 

Year.  Vol.         Year.  Vol.        Year.  Vol. 

165S      7  1709     16  1742    24 

1663  8  I7»5     18  1754-5  27 

1664  8  1717  18  1762  29 
1675  9  ,  i7«  l9  *763  *9 
1699     13          1739    *3          1779    37 


OX  F  O  RD     CITY. 

THIS  city,  the  capital  of  the  county,  bath 
returned  burgefies  to  parliament  from  the 
a6th  of  Edward  I. 

There  are  about  five  hundred  voters;  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  corporation  and 
freemen. 
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1654  7  *740  23  "77°  33 
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« 

*HE  privilege  of  fendihg  burgeffes  to  par- 
liament was  granted  to  the  uniyerfity  by 
King  James  I.  in  1603. .  The  right  of  ele&ion 
is  in  the  cl&dtors  and  actual  matters,  of  whom 
there  are  about  four  hundred  and  fifty. 
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PEMBROKESHIRE.      ,  - 

HPHIS  is  one  of  the  twelve  Welfli  counties, 
and  was  formerly  a  county  palatine  with- 
in Wales,  and  its  earl  was  Comes  Pa/atimts.,  and 
had  jura  regalia.  Its  jurifdidtipn  was  taken 
away  by  the  ftatute  of  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII. 
which  enabled  it  to  fend  one  knight  of  the  /hire 
and  two  burgeffes,  one  for  Pembroke,  and  one 
for  Haverfordweft.  The  proof  of  its  palatinate 
will  appear  fronji  the  charter  of  Edward  III. 

Q  3  References 
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PEMBROKE    TOWN. 

THIS  is  the  {hire-town  for  the  county  of 
this  name,  enabled  to  return  members  to 
parliament  by  the  ftatute  of  27  Henry  VIII.  It 
hath  joined  with  it  in  this  privilege  the  bo- 
roughs of  Tenby  and  Wifton. 

There  are  about  five  hundred  voters  ;  and  the 
right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgefles  of  the  feveral  boroughs  of  Pembroke, 
Tenby,  and  Wifton. 
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PENRYN. 

'      (    *3*    ) 

P    E    N    R    Y    N. 

THIS  borough,  fituatc  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall,  was  an  ancient  borough,  being 
£o  made  by  King  Henry  III.  but  never  fent  buiv 
gefles  to  parliament  (as  Dodtor  Willis  writes) 
until  the  laft  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  and 
King  James  I.  incorporated  it. 

The  number  of  voters  are  one  hundred  and 
forty  i  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor, 
portreeve,  aldermen,  and  inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot. 
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PETERBOROUGH. 

THIS  was  made  a  city  by  Henry  VIII.  and 
as  fuch  obtained  the  privilege  of  fending 
members  to  parliament.  The  firft  return  that 
appears  was  in  the  ift  of  Edwatd  VI. 

There  are  about  400  voters  j  and  the  right 
of  eledkion  in  1701  was  agreed  to  be  in  the  in- 

Qjj.  habitants 
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habitants  paying  fcot  and  lot :  in  1728  the  exe- 
cution and  return  of  the  precept  was  refolved  to 
be  in  the  bailiff  appointed  by  the  dean  and 
chapter;  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  to  be  in 
the  inhabitants  within  the  pxecin&s  of, the 
minfter  there,  being  hoafeholders  not  receiving 
alms,  and,  in  the  other  inhabitants  within  the 
city  paying  fcot  and  lot.  ,  ^ 
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Hub/lance  of  the  laji  Cafe  of  controverted  Eleftiom 

The  fitting  member  was  Matthew  Wyld- 
bore,  Efq.  and  the  petitioner,  Jatpes  Phipps, 
Efq.  and  the  petition  ftated,  that  Mr.  Wyld- 
boref  the  fitting  member,  had  been  guilty  of 
bribery,  and  the  returning  officer  of  grofs  par- 
tiality, in  rejeding  legal  votes  offered  for  the  pe- 
titioner, and  admitting  illegal  t  ones  for  the 
fitting  member. 

The  laft  determination  of  the  right  of  ele&ion 
for  Peterborough  was  read,  refolving  the  election 

to 
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Co  be'  €i  in  tbetioufeholdeh  within  the  precintifs  of 
$he  ipinjlir,  not  receiving  alms,  and  in  other  the 
inhabit  ants  within  the  /aid  city  faying  fcot  and 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  abandoned  the 
charge  of  bribery  5  fo  that  the  only  inquiry  be- 
Jbre  the  committee  was,  whether  Mr,  Wyld- 
bore, or  M* •  Phipps,  had  the  majority  of  legal 
rotes. 
The  numbers  on  the  poll  were, 

For  Mr.  Wyldbore        219 
Mr.  Phipps  21*2 

Majority  for  Mr.  Wyldbore        7 

But  the  counfel  for  Mr.  Phipps  propofed  to 
fhcw,    , 

I.  That  certain  perfons  had  been  admitted  to 
vote  for  Mr,  Wyldbore,  who  were  not  pofleffed 
of  rateable  property. 

II.  That  perfons,  not  bona  fide  houfekeepers 
within  the  precin&s  of  the  minfter,  had  been  al- 
lowed to  vote  for  the  fitting  member. 

III.  That  certain  perfons  had  been  admitted  on 
the  poll  for  the  fitting  member  whQ  were  not 
houfekeepers. 

IV.  That  feveral  perfons  poflejfled  of  rateable 

property, 
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property,  and  who  had  applied  to  be  rated,  and 
were  refufed  by  the  parifli-officers,  had  tendered 
their  votes  for  the  petitioner,  and  had  been  re- 
jected, and  that  their  votes  ought  to  be  allowed 
by  the  committee. 

Before  they  entered  on  thefe  particular  heads, 
they  began  by  producing  evidence  to  {hew  par- 
tiality in  the  parifh-officers*  and  iraiid  and  irre- 
gularity in  making  the  rate  of  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1774,  according  to  which  the  poll  was 
taken  5  and  partiality  in  the  jiiftkes,  on  an  ap- 
peal from  the  rate  to  the  quarter-feffion  s  for  Pe- 
terborough. 

The  cotmfel  for  the  fitting  member  contended, 
that  there  had  been  but  one  contefted  election 
for  Peterborough  fince  the  laft  determination 
was  made  in  1768,  and  that,  upon  that .occa- 
sion, perfons  voted  who  were  not  houfekeepers. 

After  much  argument,  the  committee  refolved^ 

<c  That  the  word  boufeholders^  in  the  resolution 
of  the  houfe  of  comrtions  of  the  13th  of  May, 
1728,  relates  to  the  inhabitants  within  the  pre- 
cindls  of  the  minfter  onlyy  and  not  to  other  the 
inhabitants  wjthin  the  faid  city  paying  fcot  and 

htr 

The  committee  determined,  that  Mr.  Wyld- 
hore^  the  fitting  member,  was* duly  ele&ed. 

PETERSFIELD. 
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IP  E  T  E  R  S  F  I  E  L  D. 
'T^HIS  borough  is  within  the  CQunty  of  Hantsf 
or  Southampton.  Dodtor  Willis  writes, 
it  Returned  members  to  parliament  in  the  35th 
of  Edward  I.  but  Mr.  Prynne  has  not  noticed  it  5 
but  Doctor  Willis  writes  alfo,  that  it  never  re- 
turned after  till  Edvyard  the  Sixth's  reign. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  voters ; 
and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  freeholders  of 
lands,  or  ancient  dwelling-houfes,  or  fhambles 
built  upon  ancient  foundations,   within  the  faid 

borough. 

,  .  References  to  the  Journals. 
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1715       18 

1726-7    20 

J734-5   *2 
1746       25 

1754      26 

-Subftance  of  the  laft  Cafe  of  controverted  Eleftion.  *! 
The  fitting  members   were,    Sir   Abraham 
Hume,  Bart,  and  William  Jolliffe,  -Efq. ;  the  pe- 
*  titidner,  the  Hon.  John  Luttrell. 

The  committee,  on  Thurfday,  the  16th  of 
November,  met  to  confider  the  merits  of  the 
cafe,  when  the  petition  of  the  Hon,  Mr.  Luttrell 
was  re^d,  fetting  forth,  that  Sir  Abraham, 
Hume,  Bart,  high-fheriff for  the  county  of  Her \(+ 
ford,  WUHam  Jotliffe,  Efq.   and  the  petitioner, 

wcr# 
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Vol. 

1754 

27 

1756 

27 
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31 

1 7  74-5 

35 
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were  candidates ;  and  that  the  faid  Sir  Abraham 
Hume,  and  William  Jvllife,  Efq.  had  been  guilty 
*  of  divers  ads  of  bribery,  by  money,  meat,  drink, 
reward,  entertainment,,  and  provision  $  and  that 
James  Showell,  pretending  to  be  the  mayor  off 
the  faid  borough, -  had  afted  partially  and  un- 
fairly. 

The  laft  determination  of  the  right  of  election 
was  then  read,  refolving  it  to  be  in  the  free- 
holders of  lands,  or  ancient  dwelling-houfes,  or 
fhambles  built  upon  ancient  foundations,  within 
the  faid  borough. 

T^ie  counfel  for  the  petitioner  faid,  they  did 
not. mean  to  litigate  the  right  of  ele&ion,  and 
opened  their  cafe  by  acquainting  the  committee 
that  they  intended, 

I.  To  objeft  to  Sir  Abraham  Hume>  on  ac~ 
count  of  his  being  highn(heriff  for  the  county  of 
Hertford, 

II.  To  both  the  fitting  members,  on  the  ground 
of  bribery,  which  makes  an  election  void  by  the 
ftatute  of  King  William. 

The  counfel  for  the  .fitting  members  iofi&ed, 

that  it  was  not  competent  to  thofe  on  the  other 

fide  to  go  into  the  queftion  concerning  the  fup- 

j>ofed  ineligibility  of  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  *s 

(heriff  of  Hertfordfhirc  ;  becaufe  there  was  no 

expre/s 
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eoeprefs  allegation  or  complaint  on  that  fuhjeft 
in  the  petition. 

They  feid,  that  the  words  "  highfieriff  for 
the  county  of  Hertford?*  #appeared  in  the  petition 
merely  as  an  addition,  or  clefcriptio  perfonce ;  and, 
after  foine  debate,  the  committee  refolved,  "  that 
the  counfel  be  not  permitted  to  argue  the  point 
of  the  ineligibility  of  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  as 
high-fheriff  of  the  county  of  Hertford,  the  fame 
ineligibility  not  being  an  allegation  in  the  peti- 
tion." 

%  The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  then  called  three 
or  four  witnefles,  to  prove  that  gifts  and  promifes 
had  been  made  by  Mr.  Jolliffe,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  other  fitting  member.  In  their  opening,  they 
did  not  allege,  that  they  could,  on  this  ground, 
bring  the  majority  of  votes,  againft  either  of  the 
fitting  members,  to  be  in  favour  of  Mr.  Luttrell. 
The  object,  therefore,  of  the  evidence,  was  to 
make  the  ele&ion  void  as  to  one,  or  both. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  evidence*  one  John  New* 
man  was  called  to  prove  a  declaration  made  to 
him  by  one  Brack/tone,  a  voter,  about  having  got 
the  promife  of  a  houfe  from  Mr.  Jolliffe  for  hit 
vote. 

On  the  part  of  the  fitting  members,  this  evi- 
dence was  objected  to.  It  was  faid,  that,  although 

the 
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the  declaration  (not  upon  oath)  of  a  perfon  who 
cannot  be  obliged  to  be  a  witnefs  on  the  fubjed 
himfelf,  is  admiffible  in  evidence  to  affeftfucb 
perfon%  yet  it  is  not  admiffible  againft  a  third 
party. 

The  committee  refolved,  that  the  evidence 
offered  could  not  be  admitted  in  fupport  of  any 
charge  againft  Sir  Abraham  Humey  or  Mr.  Jolliffe. 

On  Thurfday,  the  16th  of  November,  being 
the  fame  day  on  which  the  caufe  began,  the 
committee,  by  their  chairman  informed  the  houfc 
that  they  had  determined, 

That  the  two  ft  ting  members  were  duly  elected. 


PLYMOUTH. 

HP  HIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
-*•  Devon,  and  was  formerly  called  Sutton, 
and  returned  burgeffes  to  parliament  from  the 
26th  of  Edward  I,  then  intermitted  to  the  4th  of 
Edward  II.  according  to  Mr  Prynne  (Do&or 
Willis  writes  and  gives  the  names  of  a  return  in 
the  33d  of  Edward  I.  After  this  it  returned 
in  the  7th  of  Edward  II.  and  to  a  council  ip  the 
14th  of  Edward  III.  and  then  intermitted  till 
the  20th  of  Henry  VI.  in  whofe  18th  year  it  Was 

incorporated* 

There 
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♦  There*  are  about  five:  hundred  voters,  and 
the  right  pf  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor  and 
commonalty.  The  word  commonalty  extends 
only  to  the  freemen  of  the  fald  borough* 
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P  L  Y  M  P   T  O  N. 

THIS  borough,  fituate  in  the  wellera 
part  of  the,  county  of  Devon,  iiacL 
its  privileges  confirmed  by  King  Edward 
I.  and  DoEtor  Willis  writes,  that  it  fent 
burgeffes  to  parliament  in  the  23d  of 
Edward  I.  Mr,  Prynne  dates  the  firft 
fummons  he  has  met  with,  in  the  26th  of 
Edward  I.  ;  though  it  is  probable,  Do&or' 
Willis  is  well  authorized  for  dating  it  in 
the  23d,  that  being  the  firft.  time  cities  bv 
boroughs  were  fummoned ;  and  hq  has 
made  a  lift  of  the  reprefentatives  from  that 
time.  There 
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There  are  about  two  hundred  voters  ; 
and  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  mayor* 
bailiff,  and  freemen,  and  in  the  fons  of 
freemen,  who  have  a  right  to  demand 
their  freedom. 
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169a       10 

PONTEFRACT. 

THIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of 
York  ;  and  Do&or  Willis  writes 
it  returned  burgeffes  to  parliament  in  the 
23d  and  26th  of  Edward  I.  ;  but  Mr. 
Prynne  takes  notice  only  of  the  26th  ;— 
after  which  it  intermitted  until  the  year 
1621,  when  it  was  reftored. 

There  arc  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
voters  ;  and  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the 
perfons  having*,  within  the  faid  borough, 
a  freehold  of  burgage-tenure,  paying  a 
burgage  rent. 
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Subflance  of  the  Cafe  of  the  lafi  Controverted 
Ele&ion. 

The  fitting  members  were,  Sir  John 
Goodricke,  Bart,  and  Charles  Mellifh, 
Efq.  and  the  petitioners,  the  Honourable 
Charles  James  Fox,  and  James  Hare,  Efq. 

On  Wednesday  the  lft  of  March,  when 
the  committee  met,  the  two  petitions  were 
read,  and  it  appeared,  that  the  only  quef- 
lion  in  the  cafe,  was  concerning  the  right  of 
eledion  in  the  borough  of  Pontefraft  : 
whether  a  refolution  of  1624,  or  one  of 
1770,  was  to  be  confidered  as  the  lad  de- 
termination in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  flatutc  of 
George  II.        " 

$  If 


«4*  poole; 

•If  the  firfl  was  that  determination, 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Hare  had  an  unques- 
tionable majority,  and  were  duly  eleded  ; 
and  vice  verfa. 

The  refolution  of  1624  gavc  'k*  r*gk* 
of  ele&ion  to  the  inhabitants  (houfehold- 
ers)  refktent  there. 

The  refolution  of  1770  agreed,  that  it 
lay  in  fuch  perfons  as  have  an  inheritance, 
or  freehold  of  burgage-tenurc  within  the 
faid  borough. 

On  Friday  the  3d  of  March  the  com^ 
mittee  determined, 

That  the  two  fitting  members  were  duly 
elefted. 


P    O     O    L     E. 


THIS  borough  isfituatedin  the  county 
of  Dorfet,  and  was  made  a  county 
by  Queen  Elizabeth ;  having  before 
fent  burgeffes  to  parliament,  in  the  36th 
and  42d  of  Edward  III.— *It  firft  fent  to  a 
council  in  the  14th  year  ;  but  intermitted 
until  the  33d  of  Henry  VI. 

There 
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^Thcrc  arc  about  one  hundred  voters ; 
&nd  in  the  year  166 1,  the  right  of  elec- 
tion was  agreed  to  be  in  the  out-burgeffes 
£s  well  as  in  the  biirgeffes ;  and  in  i688t 
the  committee  refolved,  that  it  lay  in  the 
mayor,  buxgeffes,  and  commonalty  who 
pay  fcot  and  lot ;  but  the  Houfe  would 
not  agree  to  this. 
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Subjlancr  of  the  lafl  Cafe  of  Controverted 
Eleftion* 

The  fitting  members  were,  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  K.  B.  and  Jofhua  Mauyer,  .£fq« 
and  the  petitioners  were,  the  Honourable 
Charles  James  Fox,  and  John  Williams, 
Efq.  and  feveral  inhabitants  and  houfe* 
holders,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

On  Saturday  the  45th  of  March,  the 

committee  being  met,   the  two  petitions 

R  2  were 


j 
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were  read  ;    by  which  it  appeared,    (hat 
the  only  queftion  in  the  cafe  was, 

•  Whether  the  right  of  eleflion  "  lay  in 
the  burgefTes  of  the  borough,  exclujivcly  ; 
or, 

"  In  the  inhabitants  and  houfeholders 
within  the  borough,  paying  fcot  and 
bearing  fcot/' 

The  fherifF  had  reje&ed  thofc  who  ten- 
dered their  votes  as  inhabitants,  houfe- 
holders ;  and  only  admitted  the  votes  of 
burgeffes. 

It  was  admitted  by  the  counfel  on  both 
fides,  that  a  great  majority  of  the  latter 
were  in  favour  of  the  fitting  members  ; 
and  that,  if  the  former  have  a  right  to 
vote,  there  was  a  great  majority  for  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Williams.  " 

After  the  petitions  had  been  read,  the 
chair  mart,  according  to  the  ufual  form, 
directed  the  clerk  to  read  the  laft  determi- 
nation in  the  Houfe,  of  the  right  of  elec- 
tion. ' 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  denied, 
that  there  is  in  the  journals  any  refolu- 
tion  of.  the  Houfe,    touching  the  right  of 

eledion 
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ele&ion  in  this  borough  ;  which  can  be 
confidered  as  a  determination  within  the 
meaning  of  the  ftatute. 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  in- 
filled, that  fuch  a  determination  is  to  be 
found  in  the  entry  in  the  journals  of  the 
proceedings  with  regard  to  this  borough, 
of  the  9th  Feb.  1688. 

The  entry  referred  to  proved,  that  it 
had  been  refolved,  upon  the  petition  of  Sir 
Nathaniel  Napper,  that  the  right  of  elec- 
tion had  been"  anciently  in  the  mayor  and 
burgeffes  only  ;  except  a  return  in  the 
18th  year  of  King  James  I.  wherein  the 
commonalty  are  mentioned,  with  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes,  in  the 
indenture  ;  but  that  indenture  is  fealed 
with  the  common  Jeal  of  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  burgeffes.  But  the  Houfe  did 
not  agree  to  this. 

The  counfel  jbr  the  petitioners  argued, 
that  this  difagreement  of  the  Houfe  from 
the  committee, .  could  never  be  tonfidered 
as  a  determination  within  the  meaning"  of 
the  ftatute  of  George  II.  becaufe  the  con- 
sequence of  fuch  a  determination  being 

R  3  ta 
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to  {hut  the  door  againftall  future  inquiry 
and  to  conclude  all  periods  concerned,  with 
regard  to  one  of  the  mofl  valuable  rights 
known  in  the  conftitution  of  this  country, 
it  ought  to  be  pofitivc  and  explicit.  All 
that  could  be  inferred  from  the  difagree- 
ment  of  the  Houfe  is,  that  they  did  hot 
think  that  the  conclufion  drawn  by  the 
committee,  was  warranted  by  the  evi- 
dence which  they  appeared,  by  their  t e-? 
port,  to  have  had  before  them ;  and, 
therefore,  did  not  adopt  that  conclufion. 

It  was  argued  on  the  other  fide,  that 
this  was  certainly  a  determination  of 
judgment  of  the  Houfe,  upon  the  right 
of  eledion ;  for  that  Sir  Nathaniel  Nappe* 
could  not  have  been  adjudged  to  be  duly 
ele&ed*  but  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
tight  being  in  the  mayor  and  burgeffcS, 
exclufive  of  the  other  claiiaaht*. 

The  committee,  after  deliberating  about 
a  couple  of  hours*  rfefolved,  that  the 
counfel  fhould  proceed  to  give  evidence 
of  the  right  of  ele&iom 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  then  en- 
tJeavpuftd  to  Jbrov*  the  right  to  be  is  ftated 
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iti  the  petitions,  from  general  principles 
of  law,  and  from  the  hiftory,  conftitu- 
tion,  and  ancient  ufage  of  the  borough; 
alledging,  that  in  boroughs  where  there 
is  no  original  charter,  and  no  prefcriptivc 
wfage  limiting  the  right  of  ele&ion,  it  is 
in  the  inhabitants — householders. 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members 
contended,  that  if  inhabitants  did  vote  in 
1695,  as  there  was  up  conteft,  and  there- 
fore no  inquiry  into  their  titles,  it  could 
not  prove  their  voting  was  allowed  to 
be  good  on  that  occafion  ;  and  flated, 
that  all  their  returns  were  fealed  with  the 
common  feal,  and  that  a  common  feal 
never  belonged  to  inhabitants  at  large;  that 
they  had  never  attempted  to  poll  in  1688, 
when  the  Houfe  difallowed  their  claim. 

On  Wednefday  the  29th  of  March, 
the  committee  determined, 

That  the  two  fitting  members  were  duly 
cleded. 


T 
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HIS  borough  is  within  the  county 

of  Hants,   or  Southampton ;    it 

R  4  was 
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was  one  of  thofe,  as  Dodor  Willis  writes, 
originally  in  the  23d  of  Edward  I.  fum- 
moned  to  return  burgefles  to  Parliament. 
Mr.  Prynne  has  fet  down  the  firft  writ  in 
the  26th  of  Edward  I.  There  are  no 
accounts  thereof  until  the  29th  of  Henry 
the  Vlth. 

The   right  of  eledion  is  in  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes. 


4 

References  to  the  Journals. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

j  606 

1 

1701 

13 

1743 

24 

1645 

4 

1708 

16 

1744 

24 

1648 

6 

1709 

16 

1 

1745 

25 

1678 

9 

1710 

16 

1747 

25 

1678 

9 

1715 

18 

1757 

27 

1680 

9 

1717 

18 

1766 

3i 

1689 

10 

1740 

23 

1774 

35 

»695 

11 

1741 

24 

1778 

37 

PRESTON. 

*  I  *HIS    borough    is   fituate  within   the 

-*■      county  palatine   of  Lancafter.      It 

was  firft  made  a  borough  by  King  Henry 
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II.  and  had  new  liberties  granted  by  King 
John,  when  Earl  of  Wefton  and  Lancafter, 
which  were  confirmed  in  the  reigns  o€ 
King  Henry  III.  and  King  Edward  IIL 
It  was  as  fuch  originally  fummoned  to 
fend  members  to  parliament,  and  made 
fix  returns  only,  after  which  it  was  omit- 
ted, for  the  reafons  given  in  the  return 
for  the  country ;  but  was  reflored  by  King 
Edward  VI. 

There  are  about  fix  hundred  voters ; 
and  the  right  of  eledion  ij  in  all  the  ii»- 
habitants.  All  the  inhabitants,  does  not 
only  mean  the  in-burgej[es  of  the  laft  guild, 
or  thofe  admitted  fince  by  copy  of  court 
roll,  as  are  inhabitants  of  the  faid  place, 
but  all  the  inhabitants  at  large. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
Year.  Vol.    Year.  Vol.     Year.    Vol. 


1642 

2 

1690 
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,1722-3 

20 

1645 

4 
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1726 

20 

1660 

8 

1706 

*5 

1767 

31 

1661 

8 

1710 

16 

1768 

32 

1679 

9 

1711 

17 
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Q.UEEN  BOROUGH. 

'T^HIS  borough  is  fuuated  within  the 
county  of  Kent,  and  was  fifft  re- 
prefented  in  parliament  in  the  i3tl>  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  afterwards  incor- 
porated by  King  Charles  I. 

There  are  feventy  voters,  and  the  right 
of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
bailiffs  only, 


References* to  the  Jowkals. 

Year.  Vol.     Year.  Vol.     Year.   VoL 

2640     2        1680       9        1727      21 
1645      4         1696      11          I72S-9  21 
1648      5          17IO      l6          I734       2% 
1677      9          1713       17          1766      31 
1679      9         1722      20 

RADNOR     COUNTY. 

HpHIS   is  jone  of  the    twelve    Welfh 
counties,  and  returns  one  &uight 
to  parliament,  in  virtue  of  the  ftatute  of 
2.7  th  Henry  VIII. 

Re* 


RADNOR    TOWN.       «$< 

References  to  the  Journals, 
Year,  Vol.    Year.        Vol.   Year.  Vol. 


1646 

5 

1722-3        20 

1755 

*7 

1676 

9 

1736           22 

1777 

36 

1678 

9 

i74i,42,) 
•  43»44,J    * 

1780 

37 

1715 

18 

RADNOR     TOWN. 

THIS  borough  is  the  fbire  town  of 
this  county,  and  as  fuch  entitled  to 
fend  one  burgefs  to  parliament,  in  con- 
junction with  the  boroughs  of  Knighton, 
Jtevenllys,  Knucklas,  and  Rharder. 

There  are  about  fix  hundred  voters ; 
3nd  the  right  is  in  the  burgeffes  of  Rad- 
nor, Knucklas,  Rharder,  Knighton,  and 
Revenllys  only, 


Year. 

1646 
1661 
1678-9 
}  688-9 
4690 


References  to  tJie  Journals. 

Vol.     Year.     Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

5       1715-6-7  18 

1        1727         20 

9       1728         21 

10       1734         22 

10        1735          82 

1741      «4 

1761      «9 
1768      32 

1774-5  35 
1779     37 

Sufi- 

*5?       RADNOR    TOWN. 

Subflance  of  the  Cafe  of  lafl  Controverted 
Election* 

The  petitioners  were,  Edward  Lewis, 
Efq;  and  feveral  burgeffes  pf  the  borough, 
and  its  contributory  boroughs ;  and  John 
Lewis,  Efq;  was  the  fitting  member. 

On  Saturday  the  18th  February,  the 
committee  being  met,  the  two  petitions 
wcTe  read,  both  containing  a  general  al- 
legation ;  that  Edward  Lewis,  Efq;  the 
petitioner,  had  a  great  majority  of  legal 
TOtes,  and  was  duly  ele&ed. 

The  lafl  determination  of  the  Houfe,  of 
ifigo,  was  then  read,  which  refolved  the 
light  of  eleflion  to  be  in   the  burgeffes  of 
Radnor,   Ryador,    Knighton,    Knucklas, 
and  Kevenllys  only. 

The  only  queflion  in  this  cafe  was, 
upon  the  lad  determination. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  infilled^ 
that  by  the  word  cc  burgeffes,"  is  meant 
ell  burgeffes^  whether  refident  or  non« 
refident ;  and  that  by  the  (landing  order 
of  1735,  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  mem- 
ber 
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ber  were  not  at  liberty  to  go  into  any 
proof  of  the  contrary. 

The  counfel  on  the  other  fide  con- 
tended, that  by  the  ftanding  order,  the 
Houfe  could  never  intend  to  prohibit  the 
explanation  of  ambiguous  or  equivocal 
words,  in  lad  determinations ;  and  faid, 
that  they  only  propofed  to  explain  the 
word  "  burgejfes"  in  the  determinations, 
and  to  (how,,  that  the  fcHoufe  mud  have 
underflood  by  it,  in  this  inftance,  not 
*'  burgejfes  at  large"  but  "  burgtjfcs  inhabit 
"  tants." 

The  committee  were  of  opinion,  they 
were  not  precluded  from  fuch  explana- 
tion, by  the  ftanding  order  of  1735  *  anc* 
as  the  averment  lay  on  the  fitting  member, 
it  was  agreed  at  the  bar,  and  confented 
to  by  the  committee,  that  he*  fhould  be 
confidered  as  adtor  in  the  caufe,  and  that 
his  counfel  fhould  begin.        « 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  member 
ftated,  that  by  the  ftatute  of  27  th  Henry 
VIII.  chapter  28,  the  counties  and  bo- 
roughs of  Wales  were  firft  authorized  to 
fend  members   to  parliament)   and   that 

the 
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the  third  fe&ion  of  the  ftatuie  of  the  3£th 
of  the  fame  King,  chap.  11,  is  in  thefg 
words  : 

"  Forafmnch  as  the  inhabitants  of  all 
cities  and  boroughs  in  the  twelve  (hires 
within  \yalcs,  and  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, not  finding  burgefles  for  the  par- 
liament themfelvcs,  rauft  hear  and  pay 
the  burgefles  wages  within  the  {hire  towna 
of,  and  in  every  the  (aid  twelve  (hires  in 
Wales,  and  in  the  laid  county  of  Mon^ 
mouth,  (be  it  ena&ed)  that  the  burgejfes 
of  all  and  every  of  the  faid  cities,  bo- 
~  roughs  and  towns,  which  be,  and  fliall 
be  contributory  to  the  payment  of  the 
burgefles  wages  of  the  faid  (hire  towns* 
fliall  be  lawfully  adminiftered,  by  pro*- 
clamation  or  otherwile,  by  the  mayors, 
jbailifis,  or  other  head  officers  of  the  faid 
town,  or  by  one  of  them,  to  come  and  to 
give  their  ele&iom  for  the  ele&ing  of  the 
faid  burgefles,  at  fuch  time  and  place* 
lawful  and  reasonable,  as  (hall  beafligned ; 
in  which  election,  the  bwrgtjfts  lhall  have  like 
voice  and  authority  to  ele&,  name,  apd 
choofc  the  burgefles   of  every   the  faid 

(hire 
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flute  town,  like  and  in  fueti  manner  a* 
the  burgejfes  of  the  faid  Daire  town*,  have, 
or  ufe."  And  the  counfel  contended*  tfeat 
by  the  charter  of  N^w  Radnor,  none  can 
be  burgeffles  in  that  place,  but  inhabitant?* 
therefore  none  but  inhabitants  can  Vote, 
Evidence  was  likewife  offered  to  fhowf 
that,  of  late  years,  great  numbers  of  out- 
burgeffes  had  been  made  in  the  fmall 
contributory  boroughs,  fufficient  to  drown 
entirely  the  votes  of  the  ele&ors  for  ftrire* 
town. 

)  The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  con- 
tended, that  the  refoHition  of  i6go  was 
fd  clear  as  not  to  require  explanation. 
Burgejfes,  theyargued,  was  a  general  term; 
*nd  as  applicable  to  an  out-burgeft,  as  to 
one  who  was  refident  in  the  borough ; 
and  that  when  the  word  "  burgtjfes"  is 
tifed,  unqualified  by  any  retraining  epi- 
thet, it  means  "  burgejfes  at  large."  In 
fupport  of  this  they  adduced  a  variety  of 
cafes.  They  obferved,  that  in  other 
Welfli  boroughs,  the  right  of  ele&ion 
had  been  determined  to  be  in  the  bur* 

gaffes, 
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geffes,  generally,  notwithftanding  any  thhig 
contained  in  the  flatutes  of  Henry  VIII. 

On  Monday  the  20th  February,  the 
committee  determined,  that  Edward  Lewis^ 
Efq.  the  petitioner,  was  duly  eleded,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned. 


READING. 

rT*HIS  borough  is  fituate  in  the  county 
of  Berks.  Doctor  Willis  writes,  from 
the  Doomfday  Book,  "  that  at  the  time  of 
the  Norman  furvey,  it  was  rated  at  4  81; 
though  in  King  Edward's  time  at  40I. 
when  it  defended  itfelf  for  43  hides;  and 
was  then,  and  in  King  William's  time, 
held  as  demefne  land,  who  had  in  the 
borough  of  Redinges,'  in  the  hundred  of 
the  Rediriges,  twenty-eight  hages,  or houfes" 
Mr.  Brady  writes,  it  was  an  ancient  de* 
raefne,  but  no  borough,  which  feems  to 
difagrec  with  the  entry  rn  Doomfday 
Book.  It  is  now  a  corporation ;  confift- 
ing  of  a  mayor,  twelve  aldermen,  and 
twelve  burgeffes,  with  other  officers.     In 

the 
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iht  25th  of  Henry  III;  a  parliament  was 
held  here,  and  in  the  4  ill  of  the  fame  reign 
a  council ;  and  alfd  in  the  31ft  Henry  VL 
another  parliament  was  held  here.  It 
was  fiimtooned  to  fend  reprefentativesl  td 
parliament  93d  Edward  I.  and  has  ever 
fcnee  convinced  fo  tb  do. 

There  are  about  five  hundred  and  fixty 
voters.  In  the  year  1708,  the  right  of 
election  was  declared  to  be  in  the  freemen: 
and  inhabitants ;  fuch  freemen  not  receiv-  > 
ing  alms,  and  fuch  inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot;  and  in  1708  it  was  deter- 
mined to  be  in  the  inhabitants  only  paying 
Jcot  and  loti 

Reference!  to  the  Journal^, 

Year.  Vol.       Year.  Vol. 
1700 

1708 

1715.6 
1717 


EAST 


Year; 

Vol. 

1646 

2 

1645 

4 

1685 

9 

1695 

n 

1698 

12 

1699 

»3 

13 

»7i9  *9 

»5 

1722   26 

16 

1735  ** 

17 

i739f  *3 

18- 

1754-5  27 

18 

1768  32 

EAST    RETFORD. 

rl^HIS  borovigh  is  fituated  within  die % 
-*■  .  county  of  Nottingham;  and  was 
firft  fummoned  to  parliament  in  the  9th  of 
Edward  IL  but  never  returned  after,  until 
the  13th  of  Queen  Elizabeth  *;  when  it 
became  again  fummoned,  though  its  right 
was  queftioncd*  There  are  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  voters* 

In  170-1,  the  younger  fons  of  freemet* 
were  npt  allowed  to  have  a  right  to  demand 
their  freedom}  and  the  right  of  ele&ion 
Was  adjudged  to  be  in  the  burgejfei%  reftdent 
and  non-refident.  In  1 702  it  was  refolved, 
that  perfons  not  inhabiting  in  the  borough, 
were  incapable  of  being  made  free  by  re- 
demption ;  and  that  the  fons  of  freemeri 
have  a  right  of  freedom.  Irt  1705,  the 
rifejht  of  election  was  declared  to*  be  in  Ibch 
freemen  only  as  have  a  right  to  their  free- 
dom by  birth,  as  eldeft  fbns  of  freemen  \ 
or  by  ferving  feven  years  apprenticeihip ; 
or  have  it  by  redemption,  whether  inha- 
biting or  not  inhabiting  in  the  borough,  at 
the  time  pf  their  being  made  free*    And  in 

1710, 
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lyibf  it  was  determined  to  be  in  fuch 
Freemen  only  as  have  a  right  to  their  free* 
dom  by  birth,  as  eldeft  fons  of  freemen  ; 
or  by  ferving  feven  years  apprenticefhip  $• 
or  have  it  by  redemption*  inhabiting,  in  the* 
faid  borough  at  the  time  of  thek  being 
made  free;. 

References  to  the  Journals* 


Year.V©r* 

Year.  Vol 

Year.  Vol* 

16*4    » 

1702  14 

•1717   i8 

1645     4 

1705  »5 

1758  28 

167a    g 

1708-  16 

H66-  31 

169a  10 

1710  16 

1778;  36 

1700  13 

1713  17 

'.       '      c 

RICHMOND* 

fTTtHlS  borough  is  in  the  bounty  of  York* 
JL  and  was  made  a  borough  Very  early, 
as  appears  by  a  charter  of  John,  eldeft*  fdi 
of  the  Duke  of  Britain,  and  Lord  thereof, 
without  date,  wherein  he  grants  to  the 
Burgeffes,  the  burgh,  with  the  rents  of 
aflize,  &c.  which  charter  was  confirmed' by 
Edward  III*  Queen  Elizabeth  afterwards 
incorporated  it,  in  the  1 9th  year  of  her  reign, 

S  2  and 
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and  in  hef  27th  year  called  ttpdn  it  to  fend 
burgeffefs  to  parliament. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  and  feventy 
voters ;  and  the  right  of  election  is  in  foch 
perfons  only  as  are  owners  of  ancient 
burgages  in  the  faid  borough,  having  a 
right  ofpafture  in  a  common  field  called 
WfaitclifF  field. 

References  to  the  Jour  n  als. 

Year.  Vol.     ,  Year.  Vol.        Year,  VbL 
1645     4  1716  18  1757  28 

1661     8  1719  19  1763  29 

1705  *5  J7*7  2l  *774  35 

1 71 5  17         1730  21  1775  # 


RIPPON. 


^TPHIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county 
•*■  of  York ;  Dr.  Willis  writes,  that  it 
returned  members  to  parliament  in  the  23d 
of  Edward  L  and  in  the  ift  of  Edward  H. 
Mr.  Prynne  takes  notice  of  it  in  the  ift  of 
Edward  II.  but  adds,  it  had  a  precept  in  the 
2d  of  Edward  ILL  which  was  returned  by 

the 
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the  Sheriff,  after  which  no  rejturn  appears 
yntU  the  lafi:  year  of  Edward  VL  pr  firfl:  of 
Queen  Mary. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  voters,  and 
t^e  right  of  election  is  in  the  inhabitants. 

References  to  tl?e  Journals. 
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ROCHESTER. 

npHIS  is  a  city  iij  the   county  of  Kent, 
■*■    and  as  fuch,  fent  citizens  to  parliament 
ia  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  and  it  was  afters- 
wards  made  a  i»ayor  towi)  in  the  ift  of 
ISdwajrd  IY.    The  manner*  of  election  firft 
appears   in  a  return  for  the   county,    in 
jthe  1  2th  of  Henry  II.  wherein  it  is  inferted, 
•  ^Jiat  the  citizens,  were  chofen  at  a  county 
court ;  but  in  the  1 7th  of  Edward  IV,  19 
the  indenture    it   appears  "  %uod  major 
S3  *'  fivitath 


$6t  ROMN&Y, 

*c  crvSatis   rofenfis,   ma  cum    omnibus  &> 
'*  Jmgulis    civibus   &  communiariis  ejufdcm 
"  civttattSj  elegerunt,  &C," 

There  are  about  eight  hundred  yotert, 
and  the  right  of  ^le&iou  is  in  the  citizens. 
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R  Q  M  N  E 

npBIS  is  one  of  the  original  Cinque 
#A  Ports.  For  its  right  of  fending  re? 
prefentatiVes  to  parliament,  fee  Dover, 
Jlaftkigs,  Hythe,  and  Sandwich, 
'  There  are  about  thirty  two  voters  5  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  jurats,' 
lod  freemen. 
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RUTLANDSHIRE. 

THIS  is  the  fmalleft  county  in  England, 
It  was,  as  Dr.  Heylin  writes,  taken 
out  of  Northamptonflaire,  and    has 
returned  members  to  parliament  from  the 
.2 2d  .of  Edward  I. 
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RYE- 

THIS  is  pne  of  thofe  ports  called 
Cinque  Ports,  but  it  is  rather  ^ 
member  thereof;  though  whpn  it 
was  added  thereto  does  not  appear.  It  has 
now  the  fame  privileges  as  the  others.  It  is 
fituated  in  the  county  of  Suffex.  The  writs 
for  ele&ion  of  members  of  parliament,  are 
dire&ed  to  the  Conftable  tpf  Dover,  o% 
Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports*-  The  firft  re- 
turn to  \>e  met  with  of  reprefent^tiyes,  was 
in  the  42d  of  Edward  III. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  voters,  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  jurats, 
and  freemen,  inhabitants  in  thefaid  port, 
and  paying  fcot  and  lot , 
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R    Y    E    G    A   T   & 

ITPHIS  borough  is  within  the  county  of 
Surry,  and  returned  roeipdbers  t© 
parliament  in  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  The 
right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  freeholders,  about 
two  hundred  in  number^ 
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S    A    L    T    A    S    H. 

£' I  1HIS  borough,  fituated  in  the  county 
JL  of  Cornwall,  was  made  fo  by  one  of 
the  ancient  Lords  of  it,  Reginald  de  ValU 
%orta,  in  the  time  of  King  John.  ■•  It  was 
confirmed  in  its  privileges  by  Richard  II.  ; 
but  did  not  fend  burgeffes  to  parliament  tijl 
•JDcJ^yard  the  Sixth's  time  ;  from  which,  to 
|he  prefent,  it  has  continued  fb'to  do. 

The 
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The  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor, 
jccorder,  fix  aldermen,  and  twenty  free- 
fcBWfcrv  * 
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SANDWICH. 

THIS  town  is  fituated  within  the  county 
©f  Kent,  and  is  one  of  the  original 
C8»i$ue  Ports.  It  was  firft  (as  Mr.  Teafo 
apprehends)  privileged  by  the  name  of  the 
fcuxuisof  the  town  and  port  of  Sandwich, 
and  afterwards  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
die  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  thp 
HMti  and  port  of  Sandwich.. 

Thejr 
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SARUM  (NSW)  or  SALISBURY,  *67 

There  are  about  feven  hundred  voters  5 
»nd  the  right  of  ejection  is  in  the  freemen, 
jrefident  and  non-refident,  except  thqfe  who 
receive  alms. 
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SARUM  (NEW)  or  SALISBURY. 

HPHIS  city,  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Witts,  was  made  fo  by  letters  patent* 
dated  11  Henry  III;  which  gave  to  the 
then  Bifhop  $nd  Ms  canons,  and  to  his 
and  their  lucceffors,  tanquam  proprium  do*> 
ptinicum,  and  which  were  afterwards  con* 
firmed  by  charter,  34th  of  Edward  I. 

There  are  about  fifty-fix  voters  ;  and  thft 
right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  feleSl  number ;,  that 
Pi  th(  mayor  and  corporation* 
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SARUM 

(OLD.) 

.  .   : 

Reference*  to  the  Jow» 
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19 

SARUM     (OLD.) 

rTTlHIS  borough  is  fituatedin  the  county 
JL  of  Wilts;  and  DoStor  Willis  writes* 
that  it  is  reduced  to  one  houfe,  and  that  it 
Was  fo«perly  a  city,  which  is  now  tranflated, 
fQ  New  Sarum,  ok  Sali(bury»  about  a  mile 
4iftaat.  It  returned  members  in  the  23d  of 
Ed\yard  L ;  and  then  intermitted  until  the 
34th  of  Edward  HI.  fince  which  time  it  ha? 
couftantly  returned.  It's  reprefentatiyes 
were  at  firft,  with  thofe  of  other  boroughs, 
dte&ed  at  the  county  court* 

The  number  of  voters  are  feven ;  and  the- 
right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  freeholders,  being 
burgage-holders  of  the  faid  borough. 


Refa 
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SCARBOROUGH 

*TpHIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Yorkj 
A  and  fent  burgeffes  to  parliament  in  the 
*6th  of  Edward  I.'  and  has  fo  continued  to 
do  until  this  time.  It's  ancient  method  of 
election  was  by  the  bailiffs  and  commonalty. 
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S  E  A'  ?  or  d. 

THIS  is  airancient  borough,  and  was 
originally  a*  member  of  the  port  of 
H^ftings,,  in  the  county  of  Suflex, 
having  returned  members  to  parliament*  in 
the  26th  and  30th"  of  Edward  I.  and  16th 
ai\d  1 9th  of  Edwwd  IL  the  1 8th,  20th,  and 
21ft  of  Richard  II.  and  in  the  firft  of  Henry 
IV.  and  then  ceafed.  Kingjftenry  VTII.  by 
his  charter,  in  the  30th  year  of  his  reign, 
added  it  to  the  Cinque  Ports  ;  but  it  was 
not  thereby  reftored  to  the  privilege  of  fend- 
ing reprefentatives  to  parliament  until  1 640* 
In  1 670  the  right  of  ele&ion  was  declar- 
ed to  be*  not  only  in  the  bailiffs,  jurors* 
and  freemen,  but  in  the  popularity  alio* 
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Subftange  of&e  lajlCafe  of  Controvtrtai 
Elefitkn. 

The  Petitioners  were  Stephen  $#yi%  *uaj$ 
jfohft  Chtfwoodi  Efqrs*  and  the  fitting  snemr 
bers  -tor^/  Vifbount  Gagt>  m&  George  M#Bty* 
Efq. 

On  Saturday  the  1 8th  Nov;-  the  coiamk-- 
iee  being  met,  the  petition  was  read,  fetti^g 
forth,  That  many  perfons  duly  quaJifi^ 
tendered  their  yo^es  for  the  petitions^*  b^t: 
were  rejected ;  by  which  means,  ^^ftflag 
up  the  poll,  there  appeared  a  m&jo&Op  fetf 
the  fitting  members;  whereas,  >if  they  Jbafi 
aot  beea  arbitrarily,  partially,  and  HiegaHy 
reje&ed,  there  would  have  been  a  great -ma- 
jority in  favour  of  the  petitioners^ 

The  laft  determination  of  the  right  <e£ 
de&ion  vwaa  then  read*  refclving  that  it  lay 
Mot  only  in  the  bailiff,  juror s9  -and  fieemm, 
but  alfo  in.  the  fopulacy* 

After  this  entry  had  been  read,  the  c©Bfc- 
iel  for  the  fitting  members  defired  an  ex- 
planatory resolution  made  by  the  Houfe  m 
1.761,  ihonld  *ifo  be  read*    Thole  6a  thfc 
other  fide  (hewed  fbme  relu&mce  to  coniboff 

to 
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to  the  reading  of  this  laft-mentioned  refoka 
,iion,  left,  after  it  fhould  be  read,  the  couh~  f 
fel  for  the  fitting  members  (hould  infift  thai 
k  was  the  lajt  determination^  within  thef 
meaniftg  of  the  ftatute*  and  thereby  endea- 
vour to  preclude  ttam  from  impeaching  or 
contradi&ing  it  by  evidence. 

The  committee  fefolved,  that  it  fhould 
be  read*  together  with  the  entry  of  all  thfe 
proceedings  on  the  occafion  ;  but  that  its 
effect  and  operation  fhould  remain  open  to 
argument. 

Theaccount  ofthofe  proceedings  Were  then 
read  from  the  journals,  the  relult  of  which 
was,  that  the  word  "  populacy"  extended 
only  to  the  inhabitants^  boufekeepers  of  the 
Jaid  town  and  port,  paying  fcot  and  lot± 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  thert 
opened  the  whole  of  their  cafe,  which 
confifted  q£  two  general  points. 

i.  The  firft  was,  that  the  explanatory 
refblution  of  1761,  was  inconfiftent  with 
the  true  fenfe  of  the  determination  of  1 670s, 
which  was  the  loft  determination  of  the 
Houfe,  when  tlje  ftatute  of  2  Geo.  II. 
cap.  24%  took  place,  aijd  therefore  final,  to 

all 
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all  intents  and  purpofesj  and  not  to  be 
overturned  or  altered  by  any  resolution* 
fubfequent  to  the  ftatute. 

1,  The  fecond,  that,  If  the  domniktee 
Should  thitik>  agreeably  to  the  refolution 
tof  1761,  that  the  elefto^s  diftinguiflied  by 
the  wotd  "  poputacy*  m  the  refoktion  of 
1670*  muft  be  ftot  And  lot  fitefy  yet*  to 
bring  them  \*ithirt  that  deferi^tiori,  k  was 
hot  neeeffary  that  they  ihould  be  a&ualfy 
rated  to  the  poor* 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  ob* 
'  je&ed  to  their  being  permitted  to  bring 
evidence  to  contradict  the  explanatory  re* 
folutionof  1 76-1,  and  this  point  was  Sepa- 
rately argued^  and  determined  by  a  fpecial 
irefolutibn  of  the  committee. 

The  Counfel  for  the  petitioners  con* 
tended*  that  when  a  foft  determination  is 
fufficiently  clear,  or  admits  <5f  a  cabftrutf* 
tion  confonant  to  general  principles,  and 
tlta  common  law  of  parliament,  it  wtmld 
be  highly  dangerous  to  allow  of  explanatory 
fefolutions  contradictory  to,  or  inconfift- 
ent  with  "fuch  cobftrii&ibn.  The  certain- 
ty and  fecurity  which  the  legiflatute  meant 

T  to 
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to  provide  by  the  ftatute  of  Geo.  II.  mighf 
be  entirely  evaded  by  fueh  pretended  expla- 
nations. 

After  deliberating  for  fome  time,  the  fol- 
lowing queftion  was  put : 

"  That  the  committee  da  permit  the 
counfel  for  the  petitioners  to  produce  evi- 
dence* to  call  in  queftion  the  refolution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1 761,  touching 
the  right  of  eleftion  for  the  town  and  port 
6f  Seaford;  by  which  refolution  the  right 
of  voting  in  the  faid  town  and  port,  as  in 
the  popu/acy,  is  declared  to  extend  only  to 
the  inhabitants,  houfekeepers  of  the  faid 
town  and  port,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  there 
having  been  a  previous  refolution  touching 
the  right  of  election  madein  1670.'* 

And  it  was  r^folved  in  the  negative. 

On  which  the  counfel  being  called  in, 
the  chairman  acquainted  them  that  the 
committee  had  refolved, 

"  That  the  counfel  fhould  not  be  per- 
mitted to  call  evidence  to  contradidl  the  re- 
fblutionof  1 761, 

-     2.  The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fecond  point,  and  contended 
v .  '  that 
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that  it  is  net  neceffary  that  perfons,  in  Gr* 
der  to  anfwer  the  defcriptibn  of  fcot  and  lot 
men,  fhouict  a&ually  be  rated  to,  and  pay, 
the  poor-tax* 

It  appeared  by  the  original  poll,  that  the 
votes  admitted  by  the  returning  officer  wert 
as  follows  i  viz* 

For  Lord  Gage      *      -     *     29 
For  Mr.  Medley     -     [*     r     27 
For  the  petitioners     -     -     -      i 
But  it  was  proved  by  John  Caefkr,  wild 
ha4  a&ed   as   check-clerk  for  Sayre    anct 
Chetwood,  that  47  perfons,  a  lift  of  whom 
he  produced,  who  tendered  their  votes  for 
the  petitioners,  were  rejedted  becaufe  thek 
names  did  not  appear  on  the  laft  poor  rate* 
according  to  which  the  feturhing  officer 
took  the  poll*     It  appeared   alfo,  that  three 
others  tendered  their  votes,  and  were  re- 
jected, after  Caefar  had  left  the  place  of 
polling* 

'Thecounfei  for  the  fitting  membete  Urged* 
as  the  perfons  who  were  rejected  at  the 
poll  becaufe  they  were  not  rated,  never  took 
the  legal  courfe  for  redrefs,  this  would  have 
been  a  bar  to  their  claim  before  this  commit- 

T2  tee. 
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tee,  even  if  they  could  have  fhown  that 
their  circumftances  entitled  them  to'be  upon 
the  rate.  Their  witneflesproved,  that,  except 
three,  none  of  them,  had  any  means  of  fub- 
fiftence  but  their  labour ;  fo  that  if  any  acci- 
dent were  to  deprive  them  of  that  refource, 
they  and  their  families  muft  come  on 
the  parifh- 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  denied,  in 
their  reply,  that  any  appeal  could  have  been 
made  to  the  country  juftices. 

The  committee  determined,  that  the  twa 
fitting  members  were  duly  elected. 


SHAFTESBURY, 

*HIS  borough  i&  in  the  county  of  Ddr- 
fet,  and  has  been  reprefented  in  par- 
liament   fince  the  26th  of  Edward  1. 

The  number  of  voters  are  about  fhree 
hundred;  and  the  right  of  chit  ion  in  1695, 
was  declared  to  be,  not  only  in  the  mayor  and 
iufgefles,  but  in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and 
'lot. 
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Suhjlance  of  the  lajl  Cafe  of  Controverted 

Election. 

The  petitioner  was  Hans  Wintrop >  Mortimer, 
JEfq.  and  the  fitting  members  Francis  Sykes9 
<and  'Thomas  Rumbold,  Efq. 

On  Wednesday  the  29th  of  March,'the 

committee  being  met,  the  petition  >was  read, 

letting  forth,  that  the  two  fitting  members, 

by  themfelvee  and  their  agents,  had  been 

g\*iity  of  many  grois  and  notorious  a£fcs  of 

bribery  and   corruption,  whereby  many  of 

the  voters  were  influenced  to  give  their  votes 

ibr  them ;  and  that  the  returning  officer  haul 

admitted  perfbns  not  duly  qualified  to  vote, 

for  tkt  fitting  rhembersy  and  had  rejected 

the  legal  vptes  of  others,  who  had  tendered 

them  for  the  petitioner. 

T3  The 
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The  laft  determination  of  the  Houfe  wa« 
read?  and  is  as  follows  ; 

29  February,  1695-6,  Refolved,  "  Hut 
the  right  pf  ele&ion  of  burgeffes  to  fervc  in 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Shaftefbury, 
in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  is  only  ia  the  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  borough,  paying  fcot 
and  lot" 

Then  the  ftanding  order  of  the  16th  of 
January,  1735-6,  was  read. 

The  numbers  on  the  poll,  as  produced 
by  the  mayor,  were, 

For  Sykes,  *       284 

For  Rumbold         -     -     -      24S 
For  Mortimer,     *      «*      ■«     122 

The  two  obje&s  of  the  counfel  for  the 
petitioner,  in  this  caufe,  were  to  prove. 

1.  That  the  fitting  members,  by  them- 
felves'  of  their  agents,  had  been  guilty  of 
bribery,  fo  as  not  to  be  entitled  to  retain 
their  feats, 

2.  That  there  were  fo  many  of  the 
voters  for  the  fitting  members  affe&ed  by 
bribery,  or  not  bona  fide  inhabitants,  or 
who  had  not  paid  fcot  and  lot,  that  byihrilo 
ing  them  off  the  poll,  a  majority  myft  re* 

main 
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main  in  favour  of  the  petitioner,  and  he  be 
entitled  to  be  declared  duly  ele£ted. 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members,  be-* 
fides  endeavouring  to  defeat  thp  evidence 
produced  on  the  two  foregoing  heads,  at-? 
tempted  to  (how,  that  Mortimer  had  pro- 
mifed  money,  in  order  to  procure  himfelf  to 
be  ele<9ted,  and  that  he  was  thereby  inca* 
pable  of  fitting,  even  if  he  fhqjild  makp  puf 
a  majority  of  good  votes. 

It  is  evident,  from  this  fhort  account  of 
the  general  complexion  of  the  caufe,  that, 
with  regard  to  each  candidate  and  agent, 
and  each  individual  yoter  obje&ed  to,  a  dif? 
tin&iflue  was  joined,  between  the  parties, 
<oiz.  with  regard  to  the  candidates,  u  guilty 
of bribery  or  not  ;"  with  regard  to  the  Tup*- 
pofed  agents,  u  agent  or  not ;  and  alio  "  guiU 
iy  of  bribery  9  or  not;  and  with  regard  to  the 
voters,  bribed  or  not ;  "  bona  fid*  inhabitant, . 
or  not:  paying fcot  and  lot,  or  not" 

On  each  of  thefe  iffues,  the  committee,  in 
the  capacity  of  a  jury?  were  to  find  a  yer^ 
di&;  and  upon  comparing  the  refult  of  thole 
verdi&s,  muft  have  formed  their  ultimate 
determination* 
.  In  the  coprfe  of  the  trial,  (which,  fron* 

T4  tU 
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the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  com* 
mittee,  to  that  of  their  making  their  report 
to  the  Houfc,  lafted  four  weeks,)  many 
points  of  evidence  arofe,  and  were  argued 
by  the  couniel*  Some  of  thenr  were  as 
follows : 

Money,  to  the  amount  of  feveral  thou-* 
fand  pounds,  had  been  given  among  the 
voter-a,  in  films  of  twenty  guineas;  a  man, 
The  perfbns  who  were  entrufted  with  the 
diiburfement  of  this  money,  and  who  were 
chiefly  the  magistrates  of  the  town,*fell  upon 
a  very  Angular  and  very  abfurd  contrivance, 
in  hopes  of  being  able  thereby  to  hide 
through  what  channel  it  was  conveyed-  txx  < 
the  ele&ors.  A  perfon,  concealed  under  3 
ludicrous  and  fan^aftioal  difguife,  and  called 
by  the  name  of  Punch,  was  placed  ia  a 
{mall  apartment,  and  through  a  hole  ia  the 
door j  delivered  out  to  the  voters,  parcels^ 
containing  the  twenty  guineas  ;  upon  which 
fhey  were  conduced  to  another  apartment- 
in  the  fame  houfe,  where  they  found  a  per? 
fon  called  Punch's  fecretary,  and  figned 
notes  for  the  value,  but  which  were  made 
payable  to  an  imaginary  character,  to  whom 
jhey  had  given  the  name  of  Glenbucket. 

Two 
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Two  of  the  Tyitneflefc,  called  by  the  couxjfei 
for  the  petitioner,  fworg  that  they  had.  feen 
Punch  through  thfc  hole  in  the  door,  and 
,that  they  knew  him  to  be  one  Matthews* 
an  alderman  of  Shaftetfbury  ;  and, ,  as  the; 
caunfel  for  the  petitioner  had  endeavoured  tQ 
jwove,  an  agent  for  the  fitting  members. 

The  CQunfel  for  the  fitting  members  pro- 
ofed to  call  Matthews  himfelf^  tp  prove  ati 
#libl 

This  was  obje&ed  to,  and  the  point  be-* 
«ig  argued, 

The  committee  refblved, 

3>fot  to  admit  the  evidence, 

Qn  the  part  of  the  petitioner,  witoeflcs 
were  called  to  prove  declarations  of  voters* 
who  at  the  poll  had  taken  the  bribery  oath* 
that  they  had  received  Punch's  money. 

This  >vas  obje&ed  to  by  the  counfel  on 
|he  other  fide.     They  faid, 

That  this  was  not  legal  evidence,  fo* 
$hat,  jif  fuch  declarations  were  proved,  ftill 
they  cquld  not  be  confidered  as  prpving  the 
receipt  of  the  'money.  That  it  would  be 
wjuft,,  td  fuffer  what  a  man,  had  faid  in 
ponverfation,  and  without  an  oath,  to  in* 
Validate  what  he  had  folemnly  fworn.    v 

The 
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The  evidence  was  admitted. 

The  committee  alfo  determined,  that, 
with  regard  tb  fuppofed  agents,  evidence 
flioold  be  firft  produced  to  eftablifh  the 
agency,  before  the  bribery  by  fuch  perfbns 
fhould  be  gone  into* 

The  whole  of  the  evidence  may  be  (ten 
Jn  the  report,  as  it  was  printed  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Houfe. 

On  Thurfday  the  13th  of  April,  the 
Houfe  adjourned,  on  account  of  the  Eafter 
holidays,  till  Tuefday  the  25th  of  the  fame 
month  ;  but  the  committee  continued  fit- 
ting, according  to  the  provifions  of  the  adfc 
of  parliament,  till  they  agreed  on  their  le. 
port,  which  they  did  oil  Thurfday  the  20th* 
of  April,  the  counfel  having  clofed  their 
evidence  and  arguments  on  the  Saturday 
before. 

On  Tuefday  the  25  th  of  April,  being  the 
firft  day  on  which  the  Houfe  met  after  the 
holidays,  the  committee,  by  their  chairman, 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  they  had  deter* 
mined, 

"  That  the  two  fitting  members  were 
not  duly  ele&ed ;"  and  that  Hans  Wtntrop 

Mortimer^ 
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Mortimer,  Efq.  the  petitioner,  was  duly 
ele&ed,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 


SHOREHAM. 

THIS  borough  is  fituated  in  the  county 
of  Suffer,  and  has  returned  burgeffes 
\o  parliament  from  the  23d  of  Edward  I. 
Their  eleftions  were  fir  ft  in  county 
courts. 

There  are  about  fevcn  hundred  and  fifty 
voters  ;  and  in  177 1  it  was  refolved,  that 
not  only  the  mayor  and  burgeffes,  but  the 
inhabitants  faying/cot  an4lot,  have  a  right  to 
vote,  , 

Refeunces  to  the  Journals. 

Year,  Vol,  Year.  Vol.  Year.  Vol. 

1667        9  »7io  16  1750  25 

1672        9  1715  J5  *758  28 

^78        9  1720  19  1761  29 

1700-1  13  1728  21  1765  30 

1705      15  H740  23  I770-1  33 

1708-9  iO  i:746  25  ^1774  35 

Though  we  have  made  it  an  invariable 
jule  hitherto,  of  doing  nothing  mdre  than 

merely 
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merely  referring  the  reader  to  every  thing 
concerning  the  elections  of  the  plane  we 
are  giving  an  account  of  ;  yet  the  matter 
to  be  found  in  the  reference  of  1770-1  vol* 
33,  is  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  we 
could  not  but  think  ajketch  of  it  here  would 
\k  very  acceptable. 

**  New  writ  in  the  tdotn  of  Sir  Samuel 
Cornifh,  Jiart,  deccafedj  petition1*'  tif 
Thomas  Uuuibold,  Efq.  to  be  heard  at 
bar;  day  appointed  for  hearing;  noticed 
to  be  fent  to  the  patties ;  Mr.  Speaker  to 
iffuc  his  warrants  for  perfons,  paper*,  arid 
1  tibrds  ;  petition  read  again  ;  Roberts* 
the  returning  officer,  ordered  to  attetid  ; 
fele&  committee  appointed ;  repoft ; 
refolved,  jft,  That  Mr.  Rumbold,  the 
petitioner,  was  duly  eleded ;  2d,  that  at 
the  laft  ele&ion  for  this  borotfgh,  eighfy 
fcVtn  perfons  vQted  fof  Mr.  Rumbold, 
thitty-feven  for  Mr.  Purling,  apd  four  for 
Mr.  James  ;  that  all  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Rum  bold,  except  one,  took  the  bribery 
oath,  before  they' gafve  their  Votes ;'  that 
Hugh  Roberts,  the  returning  officer,  put 
queries  to  the  names  of  fovonty-fix   Gf  the 

voters 
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Voters  for  Mr.  Rumbold,  at  the  time  they 
$ave  their  votes  ;  and  immediately  on  the 
clofe  of  the  ptoll*  declared  Mr*    Purling 
duly  cle&ed.    3d,  That  the  condu^  of  the 
returning  officer,  in  taking  the  pdfl,  and 
making  the  return*  was  illegal.    4thly,  That 
in  this  borough,  a  fociety  has  for  many  years 
fubfifted,  which  has  afiumed  the  name  of 
the  Chriftian  Society  ;  that  none  but  voters 
for   reprefentatives  in   parliament,    were 
ever  admitted  into  the  fociety ;   and  that 
a  great  majority  of  the  voters  were  mem? 
bers ;  that  the  fociety  had  a  conftant  clerk ; 
that  they  held  a  regular  monthly,  and  fre- 
quent oscafional  meetings;    that    when 
.  they  met,  a  flag  was  hoifted  to  give  notice 
of  fuch  meeting  ;  that  the  members  of  the 
fociety,    about  three   years  ago,  entered 
into  articles  for   railing   and  distributing 
fmall  fums  of  money,  for  charitable  ufes 
but  that  thefe  articles  were  deligned  only 
to  cover  the  real  intent  of  their  inftitutlon ; 
Hhat  the  principal  purpofe  of  their  meet- 
ing*,  was,  for  what  they  called  burgeffmg 
tujlnefi  i    that   they  all  took  an    oath  of 
fecrecy,  and  entered  into  a  bond,  under  a 

penalty 
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penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds,    to  bring, 

them  all  together  with  regard  to  burgejfmg, 

but  that  the  condition   of  the  bond  does 

not  precifcly  appear ;  that  upon  any  va* 

cancy  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  borough, 

thefociety  always  appointed  a  committee  to 

treat  with  the  candidates  for  the  pur  chafe  of the 

feat,  and  that  the  committee  wcreconftant- 

Jy  inOLxn&cd  to  get  the  mo/i  money,  and  make 

the  befi  bargain  they  could  ;   that  the  fociety 

never  appointed  a  commit  tec  for  any  other 

purpofe  ;  and  that  they  had  no   (landing 

committee;   that  on  afalfc  report  of  the 

death  of  Sir  Samuel  Cornifh,  in  February 

laft,  the  fociety  Was  called  together  by  the 

fignal   of  the  flag ;     that   many    of    the 

members   at   that    meeting,    which    was 

very  numerous,  declared  they  would  Jupport 

the  higheji   bidder ;    that  fome,  and  among 

them  Hugh  Roberts,  the  returning  officer, 

expreffed  themfelves   offended  at   fuch  a 

declaration,    and  faid,    that   they   were 

afraid  of  the  confequences,  for  the  fociety 

was  only  a  heap  of  bribery  ;    and  withdrew 

from  the  fociety ;  that  one  of  thofe  who 

withdrew,  going  about  two  months  ago 

to 
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te  a  meeting  of  the  fociety,  was  treated 
with  harfli  expreflions,  and  was  told  he 
came  among  them  as  a  fpy ;  that,  how- 
ever,  the  fociety  continued  to  meet ;  that 
their  meetings  were  frequent  near  the 
time  of  the  election  ;  that  it  was  faid,  that 
a  committee  was  appointed  after  the  death 
of  Sir  Samuel  Cornifh  ;  that  none  of  the 
members  faid  to  be  of  that  committee, 
voted  at  the  lad  ele&ion,  though  mod  of 
them  were  there  on  the ,  day  of  elec-; 
tion  ;  that  three  days  before  the  ele&ion, 
the  fociety  was  reported  to  be  diflblved, 
but.  that  the  members  of  it  have  fince  re* 
fumed  their  meetings ;  that  after  evidence 
of  thefe  fads  had  been  laid  before  the 
committee,  the  counfel  for  Mr.  Purling 
informed  this  committee,  that  he  was  in- 
truded by  his  client  to  acquaint  the 
court,  that  he  could  not  carry  his  cafe 
further,  than  by  the  witneffes  already  ex-r 
amined ;  that  he  could  not  impeach  Mr, 
Rumbold's  eleflion,  or  affeft  his  votes  j 
and  therefore  he  would  not  give  him  any 
more  trouble.  5thly,  that  this  committee* 
having  tried  the  matter  of  the  petition 

referred 
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referred  to  them,  cannot  lhake  any  fafi 
ther  enquiry  into  the  tranfafiions  of  thd 
faid  fociety.     6thly,  and,  that  a  furthe* 
enquiry  into  the  tratifa&ions  of  the  fockty 
ought   to  be  made.— ^Report  to  hi  faked 
into  further  confideration  ;  return  amend- 
ed ;     report  further   confidered ;    the  2(1$ 
3d,  4th,  and  5th  refolutions  poftponed  J 
the   6th   refolutiori*   which  is,  "That  a 
c*  further  enquiry  into  the  tranfaflions  0/ 
"  the  fociety   ought  to  be  made,"  agreed 
to  ;  day  appointed  for  hearing  an  enquiry 
thereof  at  bar ;  witneffes  ordered  to  at* 
tend ;  order  for  hearing  difcharged,  and 
another  day  appointed  ;   enquiry  heard ; 
bill  to  incapacitate  certain  perfons  from 
voting   at  eledUons,   and  for  preventing 
bribery  and  corruption  in  the  ele&ion  of 
members   for  this  borough,  ordered ;   re- 
folved,  that  ah  humble  addreft  be  pre* 
fented  to  his  Majefty,    to  order  his  attor* 
ney  general  to  profecute  certain  perfons, 
for  an  illegal  and  corrupt  confpiracy,   id 
relation  to   the  late  ele&ion  for  this  "bo- 
rough ;   bill  prefented  and  read  ;  day  ap- 
pointed for  fecond  reading  ;  to  be  printed, 

x   and 


knd  a /prin'ted  copy  to  be  fcrycd  upon 
each  party  ;  witneffes  to  attend  ;  petition 
of  the  party  againft  it,  to  lie  06:  the  table 
tifl  fecond  reading  of  bill,  and  counfel 
ordered;  fecond  reading  deferred;  bill 
committed  ;  corrfidercd ;  reported  ^  bill 
and  amendments  to  be  printed;  report 
to  be  further  confidered;  bill  re- com- 
mitted ;  confidered ;  repented ;  to  be 
engroffed  ;  day  appointed  for  third'  read* 
ing ;  paffed ;  Lords  defire  to  know  the 
grotmds  and  evidence  upon  which  the 
bill  paffed  ;  committee  appointed  to  flats 
it ;  report ;  meffagc*  to  be  feat  to  the 
Lords  to  acquaint  them  ;  bill  agreed  to* 
by  the  Lords  ;  Royal  affent ;  the  srdanxf 
3d  pottpotied  refolutions  read  again  ;  and? 
the  charge  contained  therein  to  be  heard 
at  bar;  copies*  of  the  charge  to  be  fent 
to  the  returning  officer  ;  witneffes  to  at- 
tend ;  order  for  a  witnefs  to  attcitcRdHV 
charged ;  charge  heard  ;  further  hcarmg 
adjourned;  further  heard*;  returning 
officer  ordered  into  cuftody  0?  the  fer-* 
jeant  at  arms  ;  his  petition  ;  to  be  brought 
to  the  bar,  in  order  to  his  difcharge  ; 
Reprimanded  and  difcharged. 

U     ^  SHREWS- 
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*TPH1S   is. the  capital,  or  fbire  town*  of 
•  the  county  of  Salop,  and  a  corpo- 

ration, confifting  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
twenty-one  alder  men, and  forty-eight  com- 
Hion- council-men.  It  hath  been  fum- 
moned  to  fend  burgeffes  to  parliament 
from  the  26th  of  Edward  I.  and  the  re- 
turns were  made  by  the  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gefles, before  it  was  incorporated  ;  but 
fince  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  bur* 
geflcs. 

There  are  about  five  hundred  voters; 
3nd  in  1709,  the  right  of  eletiion  was  re- 
folved  to  be  in  the  burgefles  inhabiting  in 
the  faid  borough,  or  in  the  fuburbs  there- 
of, paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving 
alms  or  charity  ;  and  in  j  7  14,  it  was  de- 
clared to  be  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and, 
burgeffes* 

N.B.  Several  parishes,  and  villages, 
were  voted  to  be  no  part  of  the.  ancient 
borough  or  fuburbs. 
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SOMERSETSHIRE. 

THIS  County  is  fituated  in  the  weftem 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  was  for- 
merly under  one  and  the  fame  fheriff 
with  Dotfetfhlre.  It  has  returned  knights. 
to  parliament  from  the  22d  of  Edward  I. 
Mr.  Pryrtne  has  given  one  or  two  copies 
61  returns. 


I 

1709   ' 

16 

2 

*7*Z'H 

20 

9 

1722-3 

20 

9 

1734-5-6 

22 

16 

'747 

H 
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SOUtH 
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SOUTHAMPTON    TOWN. 

THIS;  was  a  borough,  fituaje  within? 
the  county  of  Hants,  at  the  time 
of  the  Conqueft,  apd  as  fuch,  was 
originally  fummoned  to  parliament  in 
26th  of  Edward  I.  but  in  the  2d  and  4th 
of  Edward  II.  they  made  no  returns,  and 
by  King  Henry  VL  made  a  town  and 
county  of-itfelf. 

There  are  about  four  hundred  voters  ; 
and  in  i68gythc  right  of  eds&ion  was  rc- 
iblved  to  be  in  the  buigeffes  a*)d  inhabi- 
tants $  in  1635,  it  was  refolved,  tfa^t  the 
oui-liv&i'g  burgeffea,  as  well  as  the  bur* 
geffes  (inhabitants)  paying  fcot  and  lot, 
had  a  right  to  vote ;  and  .  1 735,  it  ws$ 
determined,  that  the  mayor  ap4.  balliflfs, 
are  the  returning  officers. 
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Year.  . 

Yp)- 

Year.    VoL 

1668 

jft1 

H34-6 

S2 

1770.      31 

1689 

KO 

1737 

«2 

J-774-5:  33 

l695 

It  - 

1757 

28 

*77G      35 

1708. 

.«$• 

17.6a. 

*s 

?78a     31 

1711 

?7   . 

1765 

3& 

1729 

si 

i;66  ' 
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;SubjlQwe  of  the  Iqfl  Cafe  of  Controverted 

'     f      ■       '  Election* 

The  petitioners  were  certain  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Southampton,  in  the  in- 
<terefl  bf  Lord  Charles  Montagu,  and  the  fit' 
ting  member  was  John  Flemings  Ef^. 

On  Saturday  the  10th  February,  the 
committee  met,  and  the  petition  was  read, 
flating  as  follows  ; 

"  That  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
xeprefent  to  this  Honourable  Houfe,  th^t 
though  the  regulation  and  government 
■of  the  faid  town  of  Southampton  is  in. 
the  mayor  and  corporation,  yet  the  right 
of  ele&ion,  or  chufing  of  burgeffes  to 
ferve  in  parliament  For  the  faid  town,  is 
veiled  in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and 
lot. 

"  That  the  Honourable  Charles  Mon- 
tagu, commonly  called  LordfCharles  M6ul*> 
tagu,  the  Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley,  and 
John  Fleming,  Efq;  offered  themfehres 
candidates  at  the  laft  ele&ion  of  burgedes 
to  reprfefent  the  faid  t6wn  in  parliament  ; 
and  Mr.  Stanley  and  Mr.  Fleming  were 
returned  as  duly  ele<3ed. 

U  3  "That 
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lt  That  though  the  town  of  Southamp- 
ton  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
burgefie*,  and  has  a  Cberiff'  of  its  own  \ 
and  the  QieriiF  of  Hampshire,  or  county 
of  Southampton,  has  no  office  to  exe- 
cute  within   the  faid  town ;   yet  it    has 
been  ujual,    time   immemorial,  for  per- 
fpns    having    freeholds  within  the   faid 
town,  to  vote,  irl  right  of  fuch  freeholds, 
for   knights   of   the   {hire  or    county  at 
large  ;  anc)  one  battalion  of  the  militia 
of  Hampshire,  or  county  at  large,  is  an- 
nually trained  and  exercifed  within  t}ie 
town  of   Southampton,  which  feems  to 
imply,  that  the  faid  town  is  dill  a  part  of 
the  county  at  large,  and  not  totally  di- 
flind  or  independent  of  the  fame. 

"  That  the  faid  Mr,  Fleming,  whei*  fie 
offered  himfclf  a  candidate,  and  at  the 
time  he  w^s  returned  as  a  burgefs  to ,  re- 
prefent  the  faid  tpwn  in  pailiament,  was 
Iheriff  of  Hampfhjre,,  or  the  county  of 
'Southampton  ;  and  your  petitioners  are 
informed,  that  all  iheriffs  are  difabled 
from  being  eleded,  not  only  by  an  ancient 
rcfolutjon  of  this  Honorable  Houfe,  t>ut 
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\xy  the  exprefs  letter  of  his  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  writ  or  furamoas  directed  to  the 
iheriffs  ;  in  which  yoxir  petitioners  begj 
leave  to  obferve,  are  the  following  re- 
markable words  :  "  Willing,  never  thelejs% 
"  that  neither  you,  nor  any  other  Jheriff  of  thif 
*'  purjaid  kingdom,  be  in  any  wife  eleded" 

"  Your  petitioners,  therefore^  think 
themfelyes  mpch  aggrieved,  and  appre- 
hend that  the  faid  eledion  and  return  (fp 
far  as  refpefls  the  (aid  Mr,  Fleming)  is 
;an  undue  eledion  and  return ;  and  flatter 
themf elves  that  the  fame  will  be  deemed 
by  this  Honourable  Houfe  null  apd  void ; 
and  humbly  hope  that  the  Honourable 
Charles  Montagu,  commouly  called  Lord 
Charles  Montagu,  will  be  permitted  to 
fit  in  this  Honourable  Houfe,  as  one  of 
the  burgefles  for  the  faid  town  of  South" 
ampton,  in  the  room  of  the  faid  Mr. 
Fleming. 

"  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly 
pray,  that  they  may  be  heard  by  thejur 
counfel,  and  have  fuch  other  relief  in  the 
premifes,  as  this  Honourable  Houfe  flba.ll 
think  proper." 

It  was  admitted  that  Mr.  Fleming  was 
ftieriff  of  Hampflbirc  at  the  time  of  his 
U  4  ele&on 
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ele&ion ;  that  the  town  of  iSotithamptp'n  ts 
a  county  in  hrelf ;  tliat  there  is  a  fheriff  of 
the  town  to  whom  the  writ  of  ele&itm  is-, 
fent,  and  who,  in  conference  of  the  writ, 
iffues  his  precept  to  the  mayor  and  two 
bailiffs,  they  being  the  returning  officers, 
according  to  the  following  refolution  of 
the  Houfe : 

3  April,  1735,  Refalved,  "That  the 
mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  town,  and  coun- 
ty of  the  town  of  Southampton,  Are  the 
returning  officers  for  the  faid  town  and 

county.** 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  inform- 
ed the  committee,  that  they  did  not  mean 
to  raife  any  queftion  concerning  the  right 
of  clc&ion,  and  that  they  admitted  that 
the  majority  of  legal  votes  was  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Fleming, 

•  The  counfel  contended,  that  Mt.  flee- 
ing having|  been  fheriff  for  HampCbire  kt 

k  the  time  of  the  ele&ion,  was  ineligible  to 
to  ferve  in  parliament ;  and  that  undfer 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  the  votes : 
given  for  him  were  thrqwn  away ;  add 
that  Lord  Charles.  Montagu  ought  to 
have  been  declared  duly  elefled, 

-The 


The  counfel  then  on  each  fide  ftated  a 
variety  of  cafes,  and  the  arguments  were 
in  general  built  'on  the  fame  authorities 
and  precedents,  with  thofe  reported  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  cafe  of  Abingdon, 

The  committee,  refoiv^d,  f '  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,,  that  John  Fk- 
ming,  Efq.  being  IherifF  for  Hamplhire4  at 
the  time  of  the  laft  general  election,'  was 
eligible  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  town 
of  Southampton. 

And  on  Monday  the  12th  of  February; 
the  committee,  by  their  chairoiaii,.*  in* 
formed  the  Houfe,  that 

They  had  declared  the  fitting  member  to 
be.  duly  fele&cd. 


S  O  U  T  H  W  A  R  Ky 

THIS  borough  is  within  the  county  of 
Surry,  and  feparated  from  the  city 
of  London  by  the  river  Thames  only. 
The  ancient  right  of  ele£ion  doth  not  ap- 
pear ;  nor  any  memoirs  before  the  Refor- 
mation* 4  >~ 

The  number  of  voters  are  about  fifteen 
hundred;  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  only 
in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  arid  lot. 

Refe* 
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Reference*  to  the  Jouinals. 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year, 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

1623 

t 

1695 

H 

*734      .22 

1645 

4 

1696 

11 

1735      '22 

166 1 

8 

1702 

U 

1761       24 

1665 

8 

1710 

16 

*743       2-4 

*6>8 

9 

1711 

»7 

1765       30 

1680 

9- 

17?3- 

1417 

1768-9  3.* 

1688-9 

10 

"1.723 

29 

1690 

JO 

1729 

21 

STAFFORDSHIRE. 

nPHIS  county  is  in  the  porth-wcft  par- 
of  the  kingdom,  and  wa$  formerly 
joined  with  Salop  under  one  fhcriff.  It 
fent  knights  to  "parliament  in  the  28th  of 
Edward  Lyarid  has  fo  continued  to  do  to 
this  time* 


Referencei  to  the  Journais. 

,.Ycar. 

Vol. 

Year, 

Vol. 

.  1647 
1662 

1693 

5 

8 

11 

1711 

1720 

17 
19 

...{ ±>an  j 

-Jk.  .*  «x»*- 

*..* 

.   s 

STAF- 
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STAFFORD    TOWN. 

THIS  borough  is  Gtuatt  within  the 
county  of  that  name,  and  was  a  bo* 
roi|gh  at  the  time  of  the  general  furvey; 
and  as  fuch  was  fummoned  in  the  28th  of 
Edward  I.  and  fo  hath  continued  ever 
fince,  3s  other  borough?.  As  to  its  anci- 
ent manner  of  ele&ion,  there  is  no  account 
of  it  to  be  met  with,  nor  of  any  oKts  me- 
moirs, until  fince  the  Reformation,  except 
the  return  for  the  county,  in  the  28th 
Edward  IT. 

There  are  about  four  hundred  voters, 
and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  burgeffes  refident  within 
the  borough. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
Year.    Vol.|    Year.     Vol.    Year.   Vol. 


1623 

2 

1702 

H 

»734 

ss 

1645 

4 

1709 

16 

1735-6 

22 

1646 

4 

1710 

16 

»737 

«3 

1647 

5 

1711 

*7 

1744 

24 

*67J 

9 

1717 

18 

1765 

30 

1689-90 

10 

"  1722 

20 

1770 

3« 

1694 

11 

1724 

20 

ST  AM- 
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STAMFORD. 

HPHIS  borough  .  is  fit ua ted  within  .tfce 
•*■  county  of  Lincoln ;.  it  returned  bur- 
geffes  to  parliament  in  the  26th,  28th,  and 
30th  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the  15th  of  Ed- 
ward II.  after  which  it  ceafed  until  the 
33d  of  Edward  III.  when  it  returned  two 
burgeffes  ;  and  after  intermitted  fending 
till  the"  1 2th  of  Edward  IV. 

Tbere  arc  about  five  hundred  voters ; 
find  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  inhabi- 
tants paying  febt  and  lot,  and  nox  receiv- 
ing aim*  or  public  charity. 

References  to  the  Journals, 
Year.    Vol     Year.    Vol.     Year-    Vol 


1645 

4      1677    9 

1727      21 

J  660 

&      1694   11 

1734-522 

1661 

8         1 695     1 1 

1737       23 

r665 

8         1711     16 

1747      2$ 

1676 

g         1722     26 

1765     3° 

:       :. 

STEYNIN 

G. 

mis; 

borough  is    lituate 

within   the 

county  of  Suffex,  and  hath  returned 
burgefles  to  paiiiament  from  the  fixth  of 

Edward 
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Edward  !.  as  Mr.  Prynne  fhows  in  his 
lift*  9o$or  Willi*  writes,  it;  tqacfc  n#  re- 
turns,- mH  %kc  4th  of  Edward,  UL  brut  Mr. 
Prynac  hath  wrote  their  names  in,  the,  6th 
of  Edward/  and  then  makes  iiuerraiEaa 

of  returns :  until  the  4th  of  Edward  II, 
Mr.  Prynnealfo  writes,  that  it  was  fooje- 

ttmes  joined,  with  Bramber* 

There  are  about  eighty  voters  ;  and  the, 
tight  of  election  is, agreed  to  be  in  the  in- 
habitants paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  ~not 
receiving  alms,  by  a  Befolutiojxin  1701  ; 
and  in  1 7  to  it  w#s  agreed  to  be  in  the  con- 
flablts  and  h6ufeholdprs  (inhabitants) 
within  the  borough,  paying  fcot  and  lot; 
and  not  rtceivirig  alms. 

References  to  the.  Journals. 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.    Vol. 

1640 

2 

1702 

14 

1722        20 

1645 

4 

»7<>5 

16 

1724        20 

1648 

6 

1708 

16 

1725        20 

1660 

8 

1710-11 

L   16 

1727        20 

1680 

9 

1712 

17 

1740        23 

168.1 

9. 

1713 

17     • 

1759        28 

W5 

ft: 

1715 

18 

1764        29 

1700- 

1 .15 

17*6-7 

18 

1767        31 
STOCK- 

.7;  :    (-«•«)■   ;  ^ 

&TOCKBRIDG& 

HP  HI  S  borough , is  iri  the  comity  df 
Southampton.  f)o&6r  Willis  writes, 
it  never  fent  burgeffes  to  parliament  until 
the  firft  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  but  mod  pro- 
bably the  firft  furamons  was  id  the  5  th  of 
thaf  reign  1 

.  There  arc  about  feventy  voters  ;  and  the 
right  of  eledion  is  in  the  inhabitants  pay- 
ing fcot  and  lot. 


• 

Referencei  to  the  JovENAts* 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol.        Year. 

Vol. 

1614 

1 

1690      10      { 1713- 

1417 

1624 

l 

1691      10        17 17 

18 

1661 

8 

1693-411         1756 

%1 

1680 

9 

1695      11         1774 

35 

1 68 1 

9 

1.698     12        1775 

,35 

1689 

10 

l7°5     15 

SUDBURY. 

THIS  is  an  ancient  borough   and  a 
mayor  town,  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk.   It  was  incorporated  by  Queeft  Ma- 
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#y,  and  began  to  return  members  to  par- 
liament, anno  ift  Elizabeth,  which  priyi? 
lege  it  hath  ever  fidec  retained.  The  cor* 
poration  tonfifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
fix  aldermen*  and  twenty-four  common- 
council-men. 

In  1 703  the  right  of  cle&idn  was  refold- 
ed to  be  only  in  the  fons  of  freemen, 
born  after  their  fathers  were  made  free* 
and  in  fuch  as  have  ferved  feven  years  ap* 
prenticefliip ;  or  been  made  freemen  by 
redemption. 

References  to  the  Journals* 
Year.  Vol.       Year.  Vol.       Year.  Vol*     ' 


1640      1        ^99 

J3  - 

1754         22 

1645      4        1706 

*3 

*747      *5  . 

1660      8        1702 

J4 

1768-9  32 

1661       8        1703 

H 

1770      32 

1677      9        1705 

15 

J774      34 

. 1690     10         1708 

16 

1698     12         1725 

20 

Subjlance  of  the  laji  Cafe  of 

Controverted 

Ele&ion, 

N. 

The  petitioner  was  Sir  James  Marriott, 
knd  the  fitting  members,  Sir  Patrick  Blake, 
and  MnCrefjiigny^ 

The 
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The  laft  refohitiaa  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
moos,  6th  Dec  1703*  "  Refolded,  that  it 
h  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  tb$ 
right  of  elediott  of  burgeffes  to  ferve  ia 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Sudbury,,  ifc 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  is  only  m  the  fone 
of  fceemeni  horn  after  their,  fathers  were 
made  free,  and  hi  fuch  as  hare  ferved  fevea 
years  apprenticefhips,  ot  are  made  freemen 
by  redemption.  •   ' 

The  petition4  complained,  that  the  fitting 
members  had  bribed  a  very  .confiderablt 
number  of  the  voters  :  That  the  Mayor, 
who  was  the  returning  officer,  having  fcru- 
tinized  the  votes  at  the  poll^  reje&ed  a 
great  many  in  the  intereft  of  the  petitioner, 
who  were  duly  qualified  ;  and  admitted  fe-» 
vera!  bad  votes  for  the  .fitting  members : 
That  the  returning  officer,-  at  the  clofe  of 
the  poll,  declared  the  majority  to  be  ift  :fa« 
vour  of  the  petitioner ;  but  that  he  after- 
wards illfegally  granted  a  fcrtjtiby*  ***<*  rifca 
declared  the  fitting  members  duly  ele&ed. 
It  was  given  in  evidence*  "  th^it  the  elec- 
tion began  September  8,  17S0',  about  tea 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued  tjll 
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*tr was  dark:.  That  the  petitioner  and  bis 
friends  then  defired  the  Mayor  to  adjourn^ 
*he  poll  to  the  following  day  ;  but  that  he- 
refufed,  and  proceeded  ail  night  by  candle 
light :  That  the  ele&ion  ended  between  fix 
.and  (even  o'clock  the  following  morning, 
when  the  Mayor  ordered  the  poLUclerk  to 
-caft  up,  and  declare  the  numbers :;  whereby 
it  appeared,  that  there  was*  majority  of  one 
in  favour  of  the  petitioner::  That  there  was : 
ibme  tumult  during  apart  of  the  poll;  but 
that  it  was  upon  the  whole  a. very  peaceable 
wele&ion  :    That  the  votes  wejfe  fcrutinized 
•at  the  time  they  tendered,  and  that  ail  ob-  ■ 
Je&kms  taken  were  heard,  and  fully  argued 
by  the  counfel  on  both  fides  :  That  upon 
the  poll-clerk  declaring  the  numbers,  the 
friends  of  the  fitting  members  demanded  a 
icrtitiny,  which  was  protefted  againft  by 
the  petitioner-:    That  the  Mayor  granted  a. 
Scrutiny,  and  appointed  k  ,to  be  held  at  the 
Moot^hall,  on  Tuefday  the  1 :  2th  :  That  the 
Mayor,  and  the  friends  of  the  fitting  mem-^ 
i>ers,  attended  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed;  but  that  no  perfbns  appeared  on. 
Hhp  part  of  the  petitioner,  except  to  proteft 
'  X  agairtft 
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againft  the  fcrutiny.  Upon  this  the  Mayor 
adjourned,  without  doing  any  bufinefs,  to 
the  15th,  and  gave  notice  to  the  petitioner, 
thathefhould  proceed  at  that  time  witl* 
the  fcrutiny  :  That  the  Mayor,  on  the  9th, 
ijiade  an  entry  in  the  poll-book,  purporting, 
'*  That  he  had  found  obftru&ions  in  pro- 
ceeding with  the  poll :  That  fome  of  the 
voters  were  riotous:  That  lome  perfbns 
might  thereby  have  been  admitted  to  vote, 
who  had  no  right ;  and  that  a  fcrutiny  hav- 
ing been  demanded,  he  had,  for  the  above 
reafons,  confented  to  it ;  and  appointed  it 
to  be  held  at  the  Mogt-hall ;"  That  on  the 
15th  the  petitioner  did  pot  attend  at  the 
hall :  That  the  Mayor,  with  the  friends  of 
the  fitting  members,  proceeded  with  the 
[  fcrutiny  :  That  the  Mayor  then  declared  the 
majority  to  be  in  favour  of  the  fitting  mem- 
bers/' , 

The  petitioner  contended,  that  the  fcni* 
tiny  was  illegal ;;  and  that  the  returning 
officer  ought  to  have  declared  him  duly 
ele&ed  at  the  clofe  of  the  poll ;  and  ought 
to  have  fo.  returned  him  to  the  Hbxjfe, 

Tha- 
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The  committee  w  Refolved,  upon  the 
Itate  of  thfe  evidence  given,  that  the  Mayor 
had  a  right  to  grant  a  fcrutiny  ;  and  that 
he  ought  not  to  have  refufed  it/* 

The  numbers  upon  the  poll,  corre£ed  by 
the  fcrutiny,  were,  for 

Sir  Patrick  Blake        -       416 
Mr.  Crefpigny  -       444 

Sir  James  Marriott       -      334 
Mr.  Henniker  -       262 

POINTS    OF    OBJECTION. 

I.  The  firft  point  objected  to  the  fitting 
jnembers  was  bribery ;  but  the  committee 
cii4  not  enter  upon  the  confideratjon  of  it, 
as  it  appeared  that  the  majority  was  in  fa- 
vour of  the  petitioner.  It  would  therefore 
be  needlefs  to  give  the  hiftory  of  it. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  propofed 
to  difqualify  feveral  perfons.  . 

II.  For  having  received  charities  called 
Cole's  and  King* s  charities. 

III.  For  having  received  parifh  relief,  be- 
fore and  after  the  election,  but  not  within 
ptyehi  months  preceding  the  election.. 

x  %  rr; 
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m    IV«  As  being  felons  convift. 

V.  Being  admitted  to  the  freedom  with* 
put  title.  .       ■ 

VI.  Being  infants. 

VII.  For  having  received  parifh  ahris 
xvithift  the  year. 

The  committee  "  Refblved,  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  freemen 
of  Sudbury,  having  received  the  donations 
under  the  wills  pf  Nathaniel  King  and  Mar- 
tin Cole,  are  not  thereby  difqualified  from 
giving  their  votes  for  members  to  fit  in  par- 
Jiament," 

With  regard  to  point  the  third,  *rthe 
committee  informed  the  counfel,  iHafc  tliey 
ti&d  pot  come  to  any  refbjutioii  iipon  the 
Tubje£T;  biit  directed  them  to  proceed  to 
fhew  what  kind  of  relief  thofe  perfons  had 
received,  and.  under  .what  circumftances  it 
was  given.'* 

.    Point  the  fourth,,  whether  perions  con- 
victed and  attainted  of  felony  are  difcjuali- 
fiedto-vote,  produced  two  arguments.: 
.  .Fir$;,  Whether  the  evidence,  propofed  to 
te  given  was  iufficient  to  prove  the  attaint. 


,  ..Secondly,  Whether  the  attaint  worked 
ths  .difqualification. 

The  committee  *«  Refolded,  that  the  book 
entitled  The.Siidbufy  Quarter-feffions,  con- 
taining minutes  Df  the  proceedings  offuch 
quarter-feflions,  be  admitted  in  evidence 
to  prof  e  the  con  virion  of  felony." 

Second  argument*  Wk^her  the  attaint 
g£  felony  created  a  difijualification  I 

The  chairman  informed  the  counfel,  that 

the  committee  had  not  formed  any  refolu* 

tion upon  the  cafe;  but  dire&ed  them  W 

..  proceed  to  prove  the  ia&s  of  the  feveral  con* 

Virions.  .'  - 

.  The  committee*  after  the  fa<&§  had  been 
proved*  determined  that  the  attaint*  of  fe« 
lony  difqualified-  .    » 

With  refpe&  to  poifit  five,  that  feverai 
perfbn9  were  admitted  to  the  freedom*  and 
have  polled,  who  had  no  title  ;  the  com- 
mittee fefolved,  that  the  counfei:  ffrould 
proceed  to  investigate  the  titles* 
,  .  There  were  only  two  perfbns  who,  it  was 
laid,  had  no  title ;  and  it  was  alledged  that 
they  had  not  ferved  an  apprenticeflup  of  fe- 
ven  years  t— But  it  having  appeared  that 
X  3  '  tKey 
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they  had  ferved  a  part  of  their  time  fd  ftr* 
mer  matters,  and  were  by  them  turned  over 
to  others,  with  whom  they  ferved  the  re- 
mainder of  their  term,  it  was  admitted, 
without  farther  trouble,  that  they  had  a 
right  to  vote; 

The  next  queftion  was,  Whether  a  perfoa 
who  had  laid  a  wager  of  about  40L  on  the 
event  of  the  petition,  was  competent  to  give> 
evidence  in  the  caufe  I 

Committee  refolved,  that  the  witnefa 
ihould  give  evidence. 

With  regard  to  point  the  fixthy  namely, 
that  infants  were  admitted  to  poll ;. 

There  were  obje&ibns  made  to  two  upon 
this  ground  ^  one  of  whom  was  allowed  to 
be  under  age ;  the  other  appeared  to  be  fo, 
from  the  regifter  of  his'baptifm,  which  was 
produced,  of  the  date  4th  February,  1 760  ; 
but  his  uncle  fwor«e,,  "  that  he  was-  bom  in 
June,  1759.'* 

As  to  point  the  feventh,  that  feverat  per* 
fons  polled  for  the  fitting  members,  who 
had  received  parifh-relief  within  the  year-  * 

The  perfons.  objected  to,  under  this  headt 
are  reducible  to  two  claffes  t 

L  Thof& 
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f .  Thofe  who  received  relief  in  their 
Hwn  perfons* 

H.  Thofe  whofe  children  were  relieved* 

There  were  othef  obje&iofts  made  to  fe* 
veral  voters  on  both  fides ;  but  the  wit* 
iieffes  not  proving  what  was  expe&ed,  they 
were  given  up* 

On  the  part  of  the  lifting  member  four 
votes  were  admitted  tp  be  had* 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  member  con- 
cluded with  infifting,  that  they  had  a  ma* 
jority  of  feven* 

The  counfel  fbfthe  petitioner  replied,  and 
fummed  upthe  whole  as  follows,  viz. , 

We  have  proved,  that  feven  voters  for 
the  fitting  member  have   received 

relief  within  the  year,                 -  y 

The  children  of  four  were  relieved,  4 
.Two  were  relieved  before  and  after  the 

year,               •                  -  % 

One  was  an  infant,             *             -  x 

Fopr  felons  convift,           -  4 

Admitted  to  be  bad  votes,           -  4 

Total,        -  *  -  %% 

X  4  Number 
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Number fr0tt  the  poll  for  fitting  member;  34*4?. 
Deduct  twenty-two,         -  -        .3^ 

Remain  -  *  322^ 

We  admit  that  there  are  fix'  bad  votes  * 

for  the  petitioner,  -  & 

We  admit  two  to  be  felons  convift,  % 

Total,  ~  ~  » 

Numbers  on  the  poll  for  the  petitioner,  334. 
Deduft  -  .*  & 

.   Remain  .  *  *  326 

But  we  have  a  right  to  add  one,  r 

Upon  the  whole  for  petitioner        •       32  7 
For  fitting  member  ♦  ■*      322 

'  Majority  for.  petitionee  ■-        ii    .     .   5- 

But  if  the  committee  fliould  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  two  perfons  wh^  receive^ 
relief  before  and  after  the  election,  are  not 
difqnalified,  then  there  wilt  remain  for  the 
petitioner  a  majority  of  'thm* 

Sir 
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Sir  Herbert  Mackworth  mformti  the 
Houfe,  that  the  committee  had  determined, 
that  Sir  Patrick  Bhkt%  Bart.  is  duly  ektkd  * 
Aid 

that.  Philip  CtxmpiQiiCreJpigfy  is  notditlf 
defied  a  forgtfh   Andalfo* 

that  Sir  Jvmts  Marriet  QUght  {o  $#%& 
b$en  returned  a  burgefi*    Andalfo* 

that  the  /aid  Sir  James  Marriot  is  duff 
defied  a  burgefs. 


SUFFOLK    COUNTY. 

THIS  county  is  fituate  in  the  circuit, 
called  ihs  Northern -Circuit  of  this 
kingdom;  and  returned  members  . 
to  parliament;  in  t&e  *2d  of  Edward  I,  aud 
has  continued  fo  to  do  eyer  fince. 
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SURREY    COUNTY. 

THIS  is  a  Very  large  county,  fituated 
near  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom* 
being  only  feparated  therefrom  in  one  part, 
by  the  River  Thames*  It  has  been  repre* 
iented  in  parliament  from  the  23d  of  Ed- 
ward I.  and  was  joined  vfrith  the  county  0f 
Suflex  under  one  flieriffi 
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SUSSEX    COUNTY/ 

THIS  county  is  (ituate  on  the  fbutlu 
weft  borders  of  the  kingdom,   and 
was  formerly  joined  with  Surrey  in 
the  fheritfihip.     It  returned  knights  of  th& 
fhire,  from  the  sad  of  Edward  L 
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TAMWORTE 

THIS  borough  is  fituate  within  the 
counties  of  Stafford  afrd  Warwick  ; 
and  both  fheriffs,  as  Do&or  Willis  writes, 
make  the  return  upon  two  different  writs. 
It  Aever  fent  members  to  parliament  untH 
the  5th  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
voters ;  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the 
inhabitants,  being  houfeholders,  paying  fcot 
aftd  lot,   and  not  receiving  alms. 
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IpHIS  borough  is  fituate  within  thecoutffy 
of  Devon.  Dodor  Willis  writes,  it  re? 
turned  butgeffes  to  parliament  in  the  23d  apd 
33d  of  Edward  L  and  1 9th  of  Edward  II-  with 
which  laft  Mr.  Prynne  begins ;  and  then 
ceafed  until  the  4th  of  Edward  III.  fince 
which  time  it  hath  conftantly  ret^me^ 
In  the  27  th  of  Henry  VI.  they  werfe  chofen 
in  the  county  Gourt. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  ten 
voters;  and  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the 
freeholders,  inhabiting  within  the  faid  bo- 
rough. 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year.  Vol, 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year  VdL 

1641    z 

1 700-1 

1'3 

1754   27 

1658.-9  7 

1702 

14 

*755   *7 

1660    8 

1703 

14 

J 759   *8 

1661    8 

1710 

16 

1762   29 

1672    9 

1715 

18 

1763   29 

1685    9 

1727 

24 

1768   31 

1689-90 10 

1734 

22 

1768   3* 

1695   11 

J  747 

*5 

1696   ii 

1749 

25 

TAUNTON". 

•■  /  (    3l7]  ) 

TAUNTON. 

fTlHIS  borough  is  fituate  within  the 
county  of  Somerfet ; '  and  hath  re* 
turned  members  to  parliament  from  the 
26th  of  Edward  L  It  was  ah  ancient  bo- 
rough by  prefcription ;  and  had  fixty*fbur 
burgefles  at  the  time  of  the  general  fur- 
vey.  It  was  incorporated  29th  Car.  II* 
»d  put  under  the  government  of  a  mayor, 
who  from  that  time  has  returned  the  bur* 
gefles  to  parliament. 

There  are  about  thrfee  hundred  voters]* 
and  the  right  of  els&ion  is  in  the  inhabi- 
tants withht  the  borough;  being  potwallers, 
and  not  receiving  alms  or  charity. 
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Subfiance  4>f  the  loft  Cafe  &f  Controverted 
EUftion.  ,  t 

The  petitioners  were  Alexander  Popham, 
Ef(j;  and  John  Halliday,  Efq;  and  feverai 
electors  of  the  borough  ;  and  the  fitting, 
members,  the  Honourable  Edward  Strat- 
ford and  Nathaniel  Webb,  Efq. 

On  Saturday  the  25th  of  February,  the 
committee  being  met,  the  two  petitions 
were  read,  fetting  forth ; 

That  the  mayor,  as  returning  officer,  had 
procured  himfelf  to  be  appointed,  mayor, 
to  anfwer  election  purpofea,  and  had,  by 
unneqeffary  adjournments,  prqtra&ed  the 
poll  from  the  joth  of  Q&ober,  when  it 
began,  to  the  1 8th  ;  and  that  he  had  re* 
jefted  many  legal  votes  which  were  ten- 
dered for  the  petitioners,  PpphapiTand  Hal* 
liday ;  and  admitted  many,  illegal  votes  for 
the iitting  members.; 

That  the  petitioners*  were  duly  ele&ed 
by  a  great  majority  of  legal  votes,  and 
ought  to  have  be$n  returned ;     ,  .   ■   . 

That  the  fitting  members  previous  to, 
£i)^i  during  the  ele&ion,  were  guilty  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  by  themfelves  and 
agents* 

It 
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It  was  admitted,  by  the  counfel  for  th 
petitioners,  that  the  mayor  was  legally 
elected  ;  but  a  great  deal  of  evidence.  Mras 
gone  into,  to  (hew  that  he  was  not  ad« 
vanced  to  the  mayoralty  in  regular  rota- 
tion, but  had  got  into  the  office  for  the 
purpofe  of  promoting  the  intereft  of  the 
fit  ing  members,  and  had  a&ed  as  the  pe- 
tioners  ftated  at  the  ele£tion# 

The  committee,  therefore,  neither  ac- 
quitted nor  condemned  *he  returning  o£ 
ficer,  but  were  of  opinion,  that  the  enquiry 
into  hife  condu£«was  not  neceffary  to  the 
decifion  of  the  merits  of  the  election ;  and 
confequently  waved  fuch  enquiry. 

The  laft  determination  of  the  right  of 
eleftion  in  Taunton,  placed  it  in  "  the  inha* 
bitanis  within  the  faid  borough,  being  poU 
wallers,  and  not  receiving  alms  or  charity? 

When  this  refolution  was  moved,  an 
amendment  was  propofed  to  the  queftion, 
by  leaving  out  the  words,  "  or  charity  ;ft 
and  the  queftion  being  put  that  the  words 
*'  or  charity"  do  ftand  part  of  the  que£ 
tion,  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative  ; 
rod  then  the  main  queftion  was  put,  and 
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Was  refolved  is  the  affirmative.  This 
proves*  that  in  thetorough'  of  Taunton, 
there  is  .  a  clear  diftin&ion  between  alms 
and  charity ;  which  was  admitted  by  the 
connfel  Oil  both  fides*  "  Aimi*  means 
.patochial  colle&ioft,  or  parifh  iretfef*  4*  Cha- 
rity*4* fignifiea  fums  arifing  from  the  re- 
venue of  certain  fpeeific  funds ,  wfeieh  hare 
been  eftablifhed  #/  bequeathe^  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  affifting  the  poor.  .  There  are  a 
great  many  of  thofe  funds  in *•  Taunton* . 
called  the  Towft  Charity,  Meredith's  Cha- 
liry,  Saunders's  Charity,  &€. 

It  was  agreed,  on  both  fides,  that  nei- 
ther alms  .nor  charity  difqualify  ah  elec- 
tor in  Taunton,  unleft  they  have  been  re- 
ceived within  a  year  before  the  e!e£tion. 
On  the  27th  of  Augud,  1715,  /on  occa- 
sion of  the  petition  which  gave  rife  to  the 
4etcrmination  of  the  right  of  ele&k>n) 
the  queftion  being  put,  "  That  the  cotin- 
fei  for  the  fitting  member  be  admitted  to 
give  evidence  of  perfons  having  received 
Sawacjers*s  charity  before  the  2d  of  Fehru- 
ary,  171!',  (which  was  exa&ly  a  year  .be- 
fore the  ele&k)a)  ;"  it  paffed  in  the  ne~. 

& 
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It  was  agreed,   that  f.  pattaalltri*  a  per- 
Jon  who  furnifhes  his  own  diet,  .wJaethef; 
he^fce  a  houfeholder>  twr  only  a  lodger* 

And  it  was  agreed,  that  to  fee  a  .pat* 
Waller,  qualified  to  Ydte*  in  Taunton, .  it  .has 
always  ifceen  janderftocrd,  hoth  before  and 
fince  the  determination  in  1715,  that  fuch 
jjeufcm  mull  have  a  legal  parochial  fettie- 
mcnt  in  the  borough*  Th^  couiafcfl  for. 
the  fitting  members  thought*  -t-h^t  gentle- 
men of  fortune  were,  excepted  out  of  this 
fule;  but  there  does  not  feem..  to '-.beany, 
principle  tin  which  fiich  a  diftinfiion  can 
be  fupported; 

Ttrecouniel  for  the. petitioners  laid,  that. 
the  .Journals  of  the  Houfc  have  reoogRi^ed,. 
that  apprmiic&s  cannot  be  potwallers  qua- 
lified to.vote/ 

The  numbers  on  the  poll,   as  produced 
by  the  returning  office^,  were  as  foMravsi ;     ; 
For  Webb  -         -         26a..  -..  ; 

For  Stratford       •*.        *    •  ..  254 
Focflailiday     .    *         «.     .•    20Z- 
FwFopham        -  '      -        201 
The  Gosmfel  fot  the  petitipnars  ^propofed 
to  4ifqualify>  of  the  voters  for  the  fitting 
members,  % 

*  X  I  H4f— As 
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1 14,— -As  having  received  the  jo\irrt 
charity, 

2,^-As  having  received  the  church- 
warden's charity. 

3,*-i-As  Chelfea  penfioners. 

19, — As  not  having  Settlements  in  Taiin-' 
ton. 

15,  or  i6,->~As  not  anfwering  the  define 
tion  of  potwallers. 

2,  or  3,— As  certificate-men*       . 

*,— As  apprentices. 

2, — As  bribery  agents* 

If  they  fixcceeded  in.  this,  they  faid  there 
would  remain  a  clear  majority, for  the  pe« 
titiotiers  j  but  that*  at  all  events,  for  they 
did  not  forefee  what  obje&iorts  there  might? 
be  to  their  own  votes,  they  woidd  prove 
the  charge  of  bribery  fo  dire&ly  and  pal* 
pably,  as  to  difqualify  the  fitting  mem- 
bers, and  make  the .  election  void  as  to 
them* 

In  the  courfe  of  the  caufe  it  was  fettled, 
that  Chelfea  penfioners  might  vofte. . 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  en* 
deavoured  to  prove  fraud  in  the  diftribu* 
tion  of  the  charities,  with  a  view  to  elec- 
tion 
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t  loin  purpofe$  ;  apd  they  brought : witoeflfes 
tor  impeach  the  credit  of  thQfe  \yhahad 
given  pofitive  evidence  of  bribery,  by  the 
agents  for  the  fitting  members. < 

On  their  part,  they  propofed  to  diiqua* 
lify,  of  the  votes  for  the  petitioners, 

a,-*-On   account  of  the  town-charity, 
and  Meredith's  chacity,. 

*,— As  having  received  alms,    and  the 
town-charity r   r  r.  •    rt  r~  \: 

7, — On  accountof  the  town*charity,  an4 
as  having  no  fettlement. 

3,— LAs  haying  received  the  town-chari* 

ty  5  though  their 'names  were  not  entered  in 

th6:  conftable's  book,   who  is  the   perfoA 

appointed  to  diftribute  that  charity. 

•  *  >-— As  being  the  turnpike-tmah.     %<rr. 

7,— As  having  no  fettlement. 

7,-^-As  not  anfwering  the  definition  of 
potwalleM.  / 

3, — As  certificate-men. 

They  alfo  endeavoured  to  prove  bribery  . 
on  the  petitioners. 

The  caufe  lafted  from  the  34th  of  Fe- 
bruary to  the  1 6th  of  March. 

'    Va  'On 
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On  Thurfday'  the  1 6th  df  ftfattA,  ffi* 
cbrrimitfcee,  by  their  chstirtnatn,  kfcftft&f 
the  Houfe  that  they  had  de%err»ihetf,  '   f 

That  John-  H'allitfejv.-Erqj  and  Alex- 
ander Ptt^nV,  f&fq?  ^eft  "duly  -ele&edS, 
aud  ought-to  have  been  refcttmed. 


,  1  •>•:.' ,' .' —  •.  i 

tEWKESBU  Rjfr         ■■' 

pHlS" Borough  is  fit'uate  in ,  the  county* 
of  Glouceftcr ;  and  Dr.  Willis  Writes, 
was^mpowered  by  "King  Jamesl.  by  charter, 
to  fendhurgefies  to  parliament, *in  die .^th 
year  of  his  reign.         : 

There  arfe  .  about  five  hundred-  voters  { 
anct  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  inha? 
bitants  paybg  fcot  and  lot. 
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::u;r.r^    THE/?  PO  R  D.  .       . 

^f^HIS  is  a  fcwoogh  witfoin  the  couaties 
*     <rf'  Nbrftflk  aod  Si$blk,   and  never 

fent  burgeffes  till  King  Edwasd Vtfoe  Vlth's 
*  time,  and  was  incorporated  in  ffre  16th  of 

Queen  Elizabeth,  .-  ^  . 

The  right  o£  eje&ipn  is  in  the  mayor, 

burgeffes,  (which  are  ten)  and  in  the  com- 

pionalty,  or  d<xrtimon  douncil,  (which  are 

twenty)  amounting  hj  the  whole  to  thirty- 

pne.  t 

•  Refererkes  to  the  Journals.   ♦ 
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f 

T    HI    R    S    K, 

T^HIS  borough  is  fituate  within  the  county 

of  York ;  and  Dr.  Willis  writes,  was 

firft  fiimmpned  in  (he  23d  of  Edward  I-  to 

Y3  fend 
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fendburgeffes  to  parliament;  btit  returned 
only  once,  and  then  cca&4  until  the  gieiifF 
fummoned  it  again  in  the  laft  parliament  of 
Edward  VL 

The  right  of  ele&ion  i$  in  the  burgage-* 
holders  of  Old  Thirfk.   , 


foeferences  to  the  Journals. 

Year.    Vol.       Year.    VoJ,     Year: 

Vol. 

1645         q         1673       9       171 7 
1660        8        1675      9      1724 

19- 

21 

1670        9        1709     16      1728 

•24' 

*73*  .  13    •    I7?1     »$      *747 

25 

1672        9        1715     18      1765 

'                       *            - 

30 

.      T  IVERTON. 

THIS  borough  is  fituatejwithin  thecounty 
of  Devon  ;    and  was  incorporated  by 
King  James  I.  whq  by  his  charter  im- 
powers  the  corppfatipn  to  eje£t  two  hurV 
gefles  to  parliament. 

There  are  ^bput  twenty-fix  voters ;  and 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  re^ 
p?rder,  burgefles^  $pd  affiftants, 
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References  to  the  Jouri»ai.s; 
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25 
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35 
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10 
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T   O    T    N    E    S    S. 

'"PHIS  borough  is  fituate  in  the  county  of 
Devon.  It  has  returned  burgeffes  to 
parliament  from  the  23d  of  Edward  I.  who* 
were  ele&ed  in  the  county  court,  in  the 
27th  of  Henry  VI. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  feventeen 
voters ;  and  the  right  of  election  is  hi  the  free- 
men not  inhabiting,  as  well  as  freemen  in- 
habiting within  the  faid  borough. 


References  to 

the  Journals. 

¥<ar. 

Yol. 

Year, 

VoJ.      Year. 

Vol. 

1654 
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»7si 
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1672 
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28 

1695 

11 

1730 

2?        x 763 
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12 

J73* 

21        1769 

3* 

1702 

14 

1 741 

23        1774-5 

35 

47  n 

J  6 

Y4  TRE- 


TREGONY. 

^pHIS  borough  is  fi&iate  within  the  county 
■*■  of  Cornwall,  Dr.  Willis  writes,  it 
fent  burgeffes  to  parliament  in  the  23d  and 
35th  of  Edward  I.  apd  fets  down  the  names 
of  thole  returned :  But  Mr.  Prynne'takes 
no  notice  of  them.  "Aftpr  this  the  Dr.  ad- 
mits no  returns  were  m^de  till  the  5  th  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  when  their  right  wa$ 
queftioned. 

There  are  about  fivq  hundred  voters  j  and 
the  right  of  election  is  agreed  to  be  in  all 
the  inhabitants  that  provide  for  themfelves, 
whether  they  live  under  the  fame  roof  qx  not 


Reference*  to  the  Jgsrnau, 
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Vol. 
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*7P*  x3,   - 

?7a6. 

1678-9 

9 
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1767 

Vol, 
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24 

i$ 
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3* 
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npHIS  borough  is  fituate  in,  the  county 
"7  of  Cornwall;  a  very  ancient  bo* 
rougix,  as  will  appear  from  the  charters  of 
Reginald  Duke  of  Cornwall.  It  returne4 
burgeflcs  to  parliament  in  the  26th  of 
Edward  I.  and  has  fo  continued  to  do. 

There  are  twenty-fix  voters ;  and  .  the 
right  of 'election  is  in  the  mayor,  aR<J 
fcledt  number  of  burgeffes. 

References  to  the  Journals/     *      . 
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Vol, 
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WALLINGFORD.    : 

*"PHIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Berks ; 
was  a  borough  at  the  time  of  the  ge- 
neral furvey,  and  incorporated  in  the  51ft 

Of 
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of  Kei>ry  IIL  and  being  (b,  was  fummoned 
to  fend  burgefles  to  parliament  in  the  32^ 
of  Edward  I.  Mr.  Prynjie  dates  it  in  tlje 
30th  of  that  King,  and  gives  a  lift  of  its 
burgefles,  from  the  34th  of  EJdward  I.— 
Jts  aqcjent  form  of  ele&ion  was  in  the  bur- 
gefles, as  appears  by  the  return  of  11th  of 
Henry  IV. 

There  are  abQiit  one  hundred  and  fifty 
rotors  V  and  the  ele&ion  is  in  the  mavQr^ 
aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  eighteen  afliftanis, 
together  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
!>praugh  paying  fcpt  and  lot,  and  not  re- 
ceiving alms. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
Year,   .Vol.      Year.   Vol.       Year.  Vol. 

1^04  1   1701  13   1719  iq 
1640  2   1705  15   1722  20 
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1688.'  10  1715  i& 


'i  . 


W  A  R  E  H  A  M. 
rjPHl£>     borough    is    fituate    withih '  the 
county  of  Dorfet.     It  returned  mem- 
bers to  parliament  in  the  30th  of  Edw%  I. 

In 
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—In  the  fecond  of  Henry  V.  they  were 
chofe»,  by  deputation  from  the  borough,  in 
the  county  court,  as  appeals  by  the  indent 
ture  fpr  the  county,  xrf  that  year: 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
voters ;  and  the  right  of  election  if  only  in  the 
mayor  and  magiftrates  of  the  {aid  borough 
who  pay  fcot  and  lot,  and  in  the  freeholders 
of  lands  or  tenements  there,  who  have 
been  bona fide ',  to  their  own  ufe,  in  the 
aftual  occupation,  or  in  the  receipts  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  fuch  lands  and  tene- 
ments, for  the  fpace  of  one  whole  year 
next  before  the  election ;  except  the  fame 
came  to  fuch  freeholders  by  defcent,  devife, 
marriage-»fettlement,  or  promotion  to  fome 
benefice  in  the  church. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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(WAR. 


:.:    r  WARWICKSHIRE  , 

THIS  county  is  fit%3iate  in  the  midland 
part  of  this  kingdom ;  and  I  appr** 
hei)di  has  beea  reprefented  in  pariia-* 
HtentfrQra  the\z*d  q£  Edward  I, 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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22 

WARWICK 

BOROUGH,     . 

fT*HIS  bbr6ugh  is  the  chief  borough'  of 
-  the  county  of -this  name  ;.  it  was  a 
borough  at  the  time  of  the  general  fqrvey, 
apd  returned  burgeffe*  tip  parliament  4n  the 
23d  yoar  of  B4ward  L  Mr.  BrynnaVilift 
begins  the  26th  of  that  reigft^  It  hath 
been  flnce  made  a  mayor  town  by 'Queen 
Maty.  The  burgefies  were  chqfen,  by  4e- 
putation>  In  the  county  cp^rt,  in  fte  fpyc^th 
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and  Teventeenth  of  Edward  l¥.  after  wrncff 
i  meet  with  no  memoirs  of  fts  e\6d!i6tis  be* 
fore  tb6  reign  of  King  t^harl'es  t.  '  ''"'" 

',  inhere  are  about  five  huhdfed  voters  ; 
namely,  fuch  perfons  only  as  do  pay  to 
church  anjl  pjijor  in  the  faid  borough* 

*    fi</«rat<;« -to  <tffo,  Journals,         .s 

Vol* 

S4 


fHT^HTS  city  is  fituate  within  the  county 
JL'  of  Somerfet ;  and  became  {o  by  fet# 
tling  <fclf '  tW  biftiop  s  fee  "at  this  place.  It 
hath  fent  members  to' parliament  from  the 
itfrtli  ofMwM.  who  were  chofen  in  the 
county  court, '  in  'tW  i'd  o!F  Henry  V.  but 
in  the  12th  and  17  th  of  Edward  IV.  it 
appears  by  the  indenture. 

There  are  about  live  hundred  voters ; 
and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor, 
mafters,  and  burgeffes,  and  in  fuch  perfons 

as 
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as  are  (by  the  confcnt  of  the  mayor  and 
common  council)  admitted  to  their  free* 
dom  in  any  of  the  feven  trading  com- 
panies, or  on  account  of  birth,  fervhjjde!, 
or  marriage. 

References  to  the  JotmflUtk 
Year.    Vol.      Yean  Vol.    "  Yean    VoL 
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WEr*D~OV£fc. 

*"pHIS  borough  is  within  the  county  of 
Buckingham.  It  returned  burgefles 
in  the  28th  of  Edward  I.  and  1  ft  and'  ad 
of  Edward  II.  but  after  this^inwrmitted 
until  the  reign  of  James  I.  when  it  was  re- 
ftored. 

Perfons  coming  by  certificate  to.  live  in 
the  borough,  have  not  a  right  to  vote.. 

,fyf<r 
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Reference.  t<t  ihe  Journals. 
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WESTMINSTER. 

*TPHIS  city  is  within  the  county  of  Wild- 
dlefex,  and  extends  itfelf  to  the  gates 
of  the  City  of  London*  It  is  the  ancient 
refidence  of  our  kings,  and  the  place  whjerc 
the  parliament  for  the  molt  part  has  be^il 
held.  The  time  of  its  fending  member* 
to  parliament  is  not  certain;  nor  arc  the 
grounds  for  its  fo  dping  known.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  the  IherifF  of  Middlefex  made  nc* 
Return  of  it  before  the  12th  of  Edward.IV* 
There  are  feveral  returns  of  the  IherifF  of 
Middlefex,  before  this  time,. of  khights  of 
the  fhire. — "  Quod  non  funt  cives '  ntc 
burgenfes  in  Balliva  mea/'  Nor  is  there 
any  footftep  of  any  return  it  ever  made, 
before  it  became  a  city*  Upon  the'dif- 
folution  of  the  Abbey,  in  the  year  of  our 
.  ./  Lord 
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Lord  1539,  King  Henry  VIIL  made  it  a 
btfhop's  fee  ;  arid  it  is  fuppbfed,*  id  right 
of  being  a  city,  ijt  was  fummqned  M?,  fend 
burgeffes  or  citizens  to  parliament;,  though 
the  firft  return  which  appears,  is  in the  ill 
ofcEdward  VI.  The  right  of  eledion  has 
never  had  a  determination  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  but  it  has  always  been  appre- 
hended to  belong  to  tht  inhabitants  of  the 
city  and  liberty,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Therfe  are  about  eleven  thoufand  vo- 
ters ;  and  the  right  of  'elt&ion  is  in  the  in- 
habitants paying  fcot  and  lot.  The  ting'* 
menial  fervahts,  having  no  proper  houfe 
of  their  own  in  Weflminfler,  have  no  righi 
to  vote* 
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'  $ubjlmce  of  the  laft  Cafe  qf  Controverted 
Ele$ion> 

The  petitioners  Wert  Henry  Morresf 
Lord  Vifcottm  Mountmorres,in  the  king- 
dom Of  Ireland,  and  feveral  other  inhabi- 
tants* ek&ors  of  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Weftminfter ;  and  the  fitting  members 
were  the  Earl  Percy 9  and  Lord  Thomas 
Pelham  Clintom 

On  Thuffday  the  26  th  of  January,  the 
committee  being  met,   the  petition   wis 
read,  fetting  forth;  That,  at  the  late  alcc- 
tion  for  the  city  and  liberty  of  Weftmin- 
ftcr,   the  petitioner  Lord   Mountmorres, 
Charles  Stanhope,  commonly  called  Lord 
Vifcoiint  Mahori,    Hugh    Percy,     Earl 
iPercy,  Thomas  Pelham  Clinton,  common- 
ly called  Lord  Thomas  Pelham  Clinton, 
and  Humphrey  Cotes,  Efq.  being  candi- 
dates, the  Kings  menial  fervants  not  ha- 
ying proper  houfes  of  their  own  within 
the  city  of  Weftminfter,  gave  voices  in  the 
faid  ele&on,  contrary  to  an  expreft  reso- 
lution of  the  Houfe  ;  that  divers  peers  aqd 
lords  of  parliament,  ptiblickly  canvaflej 
and  otherwife  unduly  interfered  in    the 
elcdion,  contrary  to  feveral  exprefs  refo- 
Z  lutions, 
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lutions  of  the  Houfc  ;  that  during  the  elec- 
tion, after  the  tefte  and  ifluing  out  of  the 
writ,  Lord  Percy  and. Lord  Thomas  Pel- 
ham  Clinton,,  by  themfelVes,  or  agenuv 
were  guilty  of  jbribing,  cqf ruptirig,  and. 
entertaining: the  voters ;  and  that  theyal* 
lowed  to  the  dehors,  and  fevcral  pcrfons 
who  had,  or  claimed  a  right  ito  vote,  mo-  ' 
ney,  meat,  drink,  entertainment,  or  pro- 
yiSon  ;  and  that  by  thofe,  and  other  an- 
due  me#ns,  a  majority  of  votek  was  pro- 
cured for  Lord,  Percy  add  Lard  Thomas 
Pelham'GKnton,  and  they  were  returned;'; 
and  praying  fuch  relief  as  upon  examina- 
tion fhould  appear  juft. 

There  is  no  general  determination  of 
the  Houfe  of  theright  of  ejection  in  Weft-! 
minfter  ; ,  but  it-  fcemed  to  be ,  agreed  to. 
b$,.  "  In  the  inhabitants,  householders,, 
paying  fcot  and  lot,*  ...  r  '    /       > 

Therefoiutron  of  the  Houfe  concerning 
thtf  King's  menial  fervartta*  referred  Join' 
the  petition,  is  as  Ijbllbw?*..   .  ;!:»./•* 

•  j  15  Nov,  i68o.:  Refplved,  "  TbaMhe 
King's  xnenial  feryants,  not  haying  proper 
hoyfes;  of  their  own  withip  th^  /city  of 
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Wtftmitifter,   have  no  right  to  give  voices  > 
in  the  eledion  of  citizens  to  ferve  iii  par- 
liambQt  fqr  the  faid  city. 

And  thefc  following  rcfolution,  refpeft- 
ing  the  interference  of  Peers  in  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mon^ has  been  renewed  at  the  beginning 
of  every  fdffion  ever  finee  the  3d  of  Ja- 
nuary 1 70$.  ^ 

.  Refolved,  "  That  it  is  an  high  infringe- 
ment of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain*  for  any  lord 
of  parliament,  or  any  lord  lieutenant  of 
any  county,  to  concern  tktemfelves  in  the 
ele&ions  of  members  to  ferve  for  the  Com- 
mons in  Parliament." 
The  numbers  on  the  poll  fttiod  thus : 
For  Earl  Percy  -  4995 

For  Lord  Thomas  Pelham  Clinton  4744 
Vov  Lord  Mountmorres         -  2531 

for  Lord  Mahoti  -  2342 

For  Humphrey  Cotes,  Efq.  130. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  faid,  it 
was  hot  their  intentidn  to  contefcd  that  the 
majority  was  not  in  favour  of  the  fittiug 
members  ;   but  that  they  would  prove  the 
Z  2  different 
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different  allegations  of  the  petition,  by 
which  ii  would  appear,  that  the  rights  of 
election  had  been  invaded,  in  a  maimer 
highly  alarming,  (o  as  to  call  fos  the  inter- 
pofition  and  cenfure  of  the  Houfe,  which 
they  hoped  would  take  place,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee. 

They  however  "were  not  able  to  prove 
any  dired  folichation  of  any  peers :;  and 
the  committee  determined  that  the  fitting 
members  were  duly  eleAed. 


WORCESTER, 

TK  IS  is  the  capital  of  the  county  arid 
diocefe  of  its  name.  Dr.  Willis 
writes,  it  returned  burgeffes  to  parliament 
from  the  23d  of  Edward  I. 

There  are  about  two  thou  fa  nd  Voters  ; 
and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  citizens, 
not  rceivipg  alms,  and  are  admitted  to 
their  freedom  by  birth,  or  fervitude,  or  by 
redemption,  in  order  to  trade  within  the 
fiudcity. 


t+. 
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Subjlance  of  the  lajl  Cafe  of  Cmtroverteii 
EleStioh. 

Thcrpetitiorier  was  Sir  Watkm  Lewes,  and 
the  fitting  members,  JohnWaHb,  sind  Tho- 
mas Bates  Rous,  Efqrs. 

On  Tuefday  the  30th  of  January,  the 
committee  met,  and  the  petition  was  read. 
It  fet  forth; 

I.  That  the  two  fitting  members  had 
been  guilty  of  bribery,  by  themfelvcs  and 
agents. 

{  2.  That  the  mayor  and  feveral  alder- 
men,  and  juftices  of  the  city,  and  many 
of  the  common  council,  had  aded  as 
agents  of,  and  had  threatened,  canvaffed, 
and  foliated  great  numbers  of  freemen  to 
vote  for,  the  fitting  members,  and  had  pro- 
mifed  that  they  fhould  be  fet  down  as  con- 
(tables,  and  have  a  certain  reward  for  their 
votes  ;  that  they  had  bribed,  and  attempt- 

2  3  ed 
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ed  to  bribe  with  money,  and  othervvife 
corrupt  a  great  many  JYctemcn,  to  induce 
them  to  vote  for  Mr  Walfti  and  Mr.  Rous, 
or  one  of  them  ;  and  were  guilty  of  divers 
oth$r  corrupt  and  illegal  practices  far  the 
fame  pufpofe. 

3.  That  by  thofe  means,  and  other  un- 
due influence,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
ccrmmon  council,,  as  agents  for  the  fitting 
members,  procured  many  to  vote  for  them, 
who  otherwife  would  have  voted  for  the 
petitioner. 

5-  That  the  mayor,  feveral  of  the  alder- 
men, and  juflices,  and  the  town-clerk,,  for 
feveral  days  before,  and  during  the  elec- 
tion, had  met  together,  and  had  appoint- 
ed, and  fvvorn  in,  many  freemen  (to  the 
number,  as  the  petitioner  believed^  of  300 
and  upwards,)  iq  be  conftabjes,  under  a 
promife  from  thofe  perfons,  that  they 
would  vote  for  Mr,Walfh  and  Mr?  Rous, 
for  which  they  were  to  have  certain  re- 
wards in  money;,  and  that  this  mqn$y 
was  afterwards  paid  to  them  out  of  tb$ 
funds  of  the  city,  or  by  the  two  fiuip§ 
xpernbersf.  .    ..  ■. 

That 
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5*.  That  a  peer  an4  lord  of  parliament 
Jhtad,  by  bimfelf  and  his  agents,  interfered 
in  thp  cle^liouy  by  p^liclypanvaffing  and 
'{eliciting  v§tes  qn  behalf  of  Mr:  Walfh, 
and  by  ufing  threats  to  intimidate  free- 
men from  voting  for  the  petitioner^  in  vio- 
lation of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  ancfr 
the  freedpfja  of  "ele&ion,  and  to  the  in7 
fringement  of  th^  rights  pf  the  Commons; 
pf  Great  Britain,  . 

6.  That  the  Iheriff and  returning  office? 
©f  the  city  (W<?rcefter  being  a  county  cor- 
x  pqrate,  and  the  fherifF  the  returning  of- 
ficer) had  reje&ed  good  votes  tendered  for 
the  petitioner  ;  and  had  admitted  perfons 
not  qualified,  to  vote  fpr  the  fitting  mem- 
bers. 

7  .  That,  by  thefe  and  other  illegal 
means,  the  fitting  members  had  procured 
9  majority  on  the  pojl;  [bjit  that  the  majo- 
rity Qf  legal  votes  was  in  favour  of  tlje 
petitioner. 

The  laft  determination  of  the  right  of 
eje&ion  was  next  read ;  and  then  the  (land* 
ing  order  of  16  Jan.  1775-6. 
* 

Z4  •       The 
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The  laft  dctcrmmatibiitis  as  follotvs* 
11  Feb,  1747-8.  Refolvcd,  u  That  the 
right  of  cledibn  of  citizens  to  ferye  in  par? 
liament  for  the  city  of  Worccfter,  is  in  the 
citizens  of  the  faid  city,  ,  not  receiving 
alms,  and  admitted  to  their  freedom  by 
birth  tor  fervUMdc,  or  by  redemption,  in 
order  to  trade  within  the  faid  city. 

The  cledion  began  on  Wednefday,  the 
1 2  th  of  Odober,  1774,  and  ended  01}  Tues- 
day the  18th. 

The  numbers  pn  the  poll  We*et 

For  Mr-  Rous  gg| 

for  Mr.  WrfHh  S93 

For  Sir  Watkin  Lewe«  7  36 

For  Mr.  Bearcroft  3 1 2 

So  that  Mr,  Rous  had  .a  majority  of  245, 

and  Mrv  Wallh  of  157,  over  Sir  Watkin 

Lewts. 

OnThurfday  the  18th  of  April,  the 
committee,  by  their  chairman,  informed 
the  Houfe,  that  they  had  dfetermined, 

That  the  two  fitting  members  were  duly 
el  dcd. 
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Wenlo  cr  k* 

*T*HIS  borough    is   within  the  county 
of  Salop  ;   and  by  charter  of  Ed- 
ward IVf  anno  1478,  had  the  privilege  of 
Tending  one  burgefs  td  parliament,  which 
Dr.  Willis  writes,  was  the  fi|ft  charter  of 
this  kind.      Mr.  Prynne   doth  not  take 
notice  of  it ;  but  by  a  MS.  note  of  Mr.  G* 
"Holmes,  there  was  a  return  of  one  mem- 
Tier  in  the  17  th  of  Edward  IV.  nor  doth 
it  appear  when  it  returned  two  burgefles. 
In  a  lift,  of  members  publifhed  by  the  fame 
~Dr.  Willis,  he  has  ihferted  the  names  of 
two  burgefles  for  this  borough  in  the  33d 
Henry  VIII. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  voters  ; 
'and  the  right  ofele&ionis  in  the  burgefles* 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol.   Year. 

Vol. 

1646 

4 

1716  18    1744 

24 

1710 

16 

1719  19    1758 

-28 

17*3 

17 

1 7  22  so 

*7*5 

18 
V 

1738  23 

n  O  B  L  Y. 

THIS   borough  is  fitiiated  within  the 
county  of  Hereford ;  and  fent  bur- 

Seffei 
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pffes  to  all  King  Edward  the  FirfTs  par-» 
laments  ;  though  Mr.  Prynne  docs  not  ber 
fff&  his  lifts  till  the  26th  of  Edward  L 
Itt  difcontinued  after  his  reign,  until  the 
icign  of  Charles  I.  when  it  was  reftoredL 
There  are  about  eighty  voters  ;  and  the 
light  of  election  is  in  the  inhabitants  of 
like  ancieat  vote-houfes  of  20  s.  per  ann. 
value  and  upwards,  refiding  in  the  (aid 
I&oufes  forty  days  before  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, and  paying  fcqt  and  lot ;  and  alfa 
'in  the  owners  of  fuch  ancient  vote-houfes,, 
jwying  fcot  and  lot,  who  (hall  be  refident, 
in  fuch  houfes  at  the  time  of  the  ele#iony 
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WESTBURY, 

THIS  borough'  is  in  the  couxuy  of 
Wilts,  and  its  firft  return  to  par- 
liament of  any  burgefles,  was  in  the  27th 
of  Henry  VL 

There  are  about  fifty  voters  ;  and  the 
.right  of  election  is  in  every  tenant  of  any 
burgage  tenement  in  fee,'  for  life,  or  ninety 
nine  years,  determinable  upon  lives,  or  by 
copy  of  court  roll,  paying  a  burgage-rent 
of  4d  or  2d  yearly,  being  refident  in  the 
borough,  and  not  receiving  alms. 
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W  E  S  T  L  O  O. 

rTPHIS  borough  is  in  the  county  of  Gonu 
wall;   it  firft  returned  members  to 
parliament  in  the  reign  of  Edward  Vlth, 
jind  was  kiporpor^ted  by  Queen  Elizabeth. 

There 
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There  are  about  fifty  three  Voters  ;  and 
the  right  of  ile&iori  is  in  the  mayor,  at- 
derrocn,  burgefles,  aud  freemen. 
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WESTMORELAND   COUNTY, 

THIS  is  one  of  the  northern  counties 
o  f  this  kingdom,   and  has^  returned 
knights  df  the.  Aire  to    parliament 
from  the  22d  of  King  Edward  I. 
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WEVMOUTH  a*d  melcombe 

REGIS. 

THESE  are  fituate  in  Dorfetfhire,  and 
were  formerly  two  boroughs  ;  hpt^m 
Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  by  aft  of  parity 
ment,  they  were  united ;  which  a&  wa$ 
confirmed  in.  the  fiftesath,  year  of  King 
James  I.  and  ate*  formerly  they  fent  .each 
two  burgefles,  fo  now  there  are  four  re- 
turned by  one  returning  officer,  in  two  in- 
dentures, viz.  the  two  who. have  the  , ma* 
jority  are  returned  ,as  bwgefles  rfar  .Wey* 
mouth,  and  the  other,  two  as  burgefles  for 
Melcombe  Regis. 

There  are  about  four  hundred  voters ; 
atid  the  right  of  ele£ion  is  agreed  to  be  in 
the  ms^rorj  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  capital 
burgeffes,  inhabiting  in  the  borough,  and 
in  perfbns  feized  of  freeholds  within  the 
borough,  and  not  receiving  alm^r 
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WHITCHURCH* 

*TPHIS  bcrough  is  within  the  county  cf 
'Hants,  pr  Southampton,  and  firft 
lent  members,  the  2  7th  of  Queen  Elisabeth* 
There  are  about  feventy  freeholders ;  and 
the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  freeholders 
only  of  lands  dr  tenements,  in  right  of 
themfelves,  or  their  wives,  not  fplit  fined 
the  aft  of  the  7th  and  8th  years  of  the 
reig*  of  King  William. 
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WIGAN.       ." 

THIS  borough  is  within  the  county  jula* 
ti»e  of  Lancaftcr.     Dr.  Willis  writes  it 
^retunjed  members  to  parliament  in  the  23d  arid 
35th  of  Edward  I.     Nor  doth   Mr.  Prymie 
take  notice  of  it*  except  in  the  fecond  part  of 
his  regifter*  where  he  mentions  the  return  *£ 
the  26th  of  Edward  I.  in  the  fame  manner  with 
Dr.  Brady ;  fo  that  I  find  no  traces  of  certainty 
in/ any  return,  until   the  id  of  Edward  VL 
when,    Dr.  Willis  writes,;  it  was  relldred/ — •* 
There  are  about  two  hundred  voters  ;  and  the 
right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  free  burgefies. 
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?  **TpH  I S  borough  is  fituate  within  the  county 
^    Jl     of  Wilts,  and  is  the  ihire  town  thereof; 
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k  has  returned  burgefles  to  parliament  from  tii 
llth  of  Edward  I*  Its  original  method  of 
eje&ton  I  have  not  met  with,  other  than  tfeat 
they  were  chofen  in  the  county  court  on  the -2d 
of  Henry  V*  — -There  are  about  eighty1  voters  ) 
and  the  right  of  eleflion  is  agreed  to  be  in  the 
mayor  and  burgefles'  who  are  to  do  all  corpo* 
rate  a&s,  and  receive  the  (acnunent*      • 
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WILTSHIRE. 

THIS  county  is  in  the  weftern  circuit,  of 
divifion,  of  the  kingdom  \  and  hath  re* 
turned  knights  to  the  parliament  in  the  feme 
manner  as  the  other  cpuqtieft  from  the  firft 
fummons  of  counties. 
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WINCHELSEA. 

THIS  is  a  very  ancient  city,  the  capital  of 
the  diocefe  of  its  name,  in  the  county  of 
Hants,  It  has  returned  citizens  to  parliament 
from  the  z 6th  of  Edward  I.  and  feveral  parlia- 
ments have  been  held  here. — There  are  about 
forty  voters,  and  the  ele&ion  is  in  the  mayor, 
jurats,  and  freemen. 
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W  I  N  C  H^E  S  t  E  R. 

T'H  f  S  is  now  called  one  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  though  only,  hrbember  of  trie  port 
of'  Haftings,  as  appears,  by  recorq,  aflnb  'ift 
Johannes  —  "  Quod  Windh"dfey  &  rege  debent 
44  effe  in  auxilium  ville  de  Haftings  ad  faciefod. 
•'  Regis  fervitium  ao  Navium."  It  fent  bur- 
gefles  to  parliament  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
others.  —  The  election  is  flated  to  be  in  the 
"inaVor,  aldermen,  bailiffs*,  and  corporation; 
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THIS  )>orough  is  fixate  within  the  feotfoty 
of  Berks.  Dr»  Wilhs  writes,  it  was  to 
in  the  5th,  fend  returned  feur£efles  to  parliament 
in  die  30th,  of  EdJward.J.  ^nd  fo  continued  to 
do  till  the  14th  of  Edward,'  III.  and  then  inter- 
mitted untirthe  25th  of  Hct?r)r  VI.  T«r.  Purine, 
in  his  catalogue,  takes  the' Tame  notice"  of  £the 
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returns,  though  in  his  Brevia  Parliamentary 
Rediviva,  he  writes  in  the  30th  of  Edward  L 
but  in  the  ift,  2d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  and  8th 
of  Edward  II*  "  Ballivi  libertat*  Septem  hun- 
u  dredorum  de  Wyndefore,  nullum  mihi  dede- 
u  runt  refponfum;"  andalfo  writes,  it  returned 
in  th?  3d,  9th,  ibth,  nth,  and  13th  of  Rich- 
ard II.  and  in  the  8th  of  Henry  1 V.  alfo  to  fe« 
veral  parliaments  of  Henry  V.  and  alfo  in  the 
*&9  3d,  5th,  and  aoth  of  Henry  VI.  after 
whifch  they  agree  the  returns  were  made  by  in*> 
denture  in  the  25th,  27th,  29th,  and  38th  of 
Henry  VI.  and  by  a  manufcript  note  of  Mr. 
Holmes,  he  adds  the  31ft  of  Henry  VI.  The 
indenture  of  the  25th  of  Henry  VI.  is  fet  forth 
in  the  Brevia  Parliamentary  Rediviva,  and  in 
Dr.  Brady* — The  number  of  voters  are  rec- 
koned at  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and  agreed  to 
be  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  paying 
fcotandtet* 
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WOODSTOCK. 

rI^  HIS  borough  is  fituate  within  the  county 
A  of  Oxford;  and,  as  Dr.  Willis  writes, 
returned  burgefies  to  parliament  in  the  30th  and 
33d  of  Edward  I.  but  Mr.  Prynne  takes  no  no- 
tice of  any  returns  for  it ;  nor  do  I  find  the 
names  of  any  burgefles  returned  for  it  before  the 
ift  of  Queen  Mary,  when  the  Doftor  writes  it 
returned,  and  alfo  to  the  two  next  parliaments ; 
and  theh  intermitted  until  the  13th  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  when  its  right  of  returning  was  en- 
quired into,  —  There  are  about  four  hundred 
voters,  who  are  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  free- 
men of  the  fsid  borough. 

References  to  the  Journals, 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol 

1646 

"  2 

1722 

20 

«757- 

27 

1673 

9 

i73i 

21 

1767 

3» 

*7"3 

17 

1744 

«4 

1770 

32 

1716 

18 

1746 

al 

177  c 

33 

1717 

18 

1753 

.  26 

1772 

33 

1719 

>9 

J  755 

.  27 

1776 

32 

1721 

*9 

1756 

?7 

1777 

3« 

W  OR- 
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WORCESTERSHIRE. 

fT*  HIS  county  is  upon  the  extreme  parts  of 
Al  the  kingdom  towards  Wales,  and  has  re- 
turned knights  of  the  (hire  from  the  2 2d  of  Ed- 
ward I. 

References  U  the  Journals. 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol 

Year. 

Vol. 

1640 

2 

1720 

19 

i765 

30 

1 701 

*3 

1727 

20 

*774 

34 

1702 

14 

1750 

26 

1775 

H 

1707 

'5 

WOT  TON    BASSET. 

THIS  borough  is  fituate  within  the  county 
of  Wilts-  Dr.  Willis  writes,  it  firft  re- 
turned burgeffes  to  parliament  in  the  25th  of 
Henry  VI.  and  Mr.  Prynne's  lift  then  begins, 
from  which  time,  I  apprehend,  it  has  continued 
fo  to  do,  —  There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty 
voters  ;  and  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants. 
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Year.   Vol. 

Jear. 

Vol, 

4 

1705    15 

1 741 

24 

8 

17 16   .10 

j  742 

24 

9 

1722    20 

1747 

H 

10 

1727-8-9  21 

1754 

27 

IO 

1734   22 

177? 

33 

'3 

358  YARMOUTH. 
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Year. 

1645 

1660 

1685 
1689 
1690 
1700 

YARMOUTH,  in  NORFOLK* 

THIS  borough  is  fituate  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  and  was  a  royal  borough  at  the 
time  of  the  general  fqrvey .  —  There  are  about 
feven  hundred  and  thirty  voters ;  and  the  righ$ 
of  election  Is  in  the  burgefleS  at  large. 

References  to  the  Journals; 

Year.    Vol.        Year.     Vol.  Year.    Vol. 

1654        7  1723      20  1756      27 

1660        8  1730      21  1765      30 

1677        9         *737      23  *77°      3? 

1709      \f>  1749      25  1777      3$ 


YARMOUTH,  in  HAMPSHIRE 

TH I  S  borough  is  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
part  of  the  county  of  Hants,  or  South- 
ampton.    Dr.  Willis  writes,  it  fent  burgefles  to 

parliament 
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parliament  in,  thp  23d  yew  of  King  Edward  I. 
Mr.  Prynne  hath  not  taken  notice  of  it ;  and 
Dr.  Willis  only  mentions  that  one  return,  iind 
that  it  was  fummon^d  again  in  the  fame  reign, 
but  made  no.  return  \  nor  frorp  that  time  to  the 
27th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  it  was  reftored, 
—  There  are  about  fifty  voters ;  and  the  bye- 
law,  made  September  %i%  1670,  for  electing 
free  burgeffes,  by  the  mayor  and  five  chief 
burgeffes,  was  a  goodbye-law. 

References  to  the  Journals. 
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Y«l. 

Ye»r. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol, 

1658 

7 

\1U 

20 

« 

1763  • 

2* 

1678 

9 

X7S? 

21 

1764 

29 

1694 

11 

.    1733 
»735 

22 

1765 

30 

1696 

if 

22 

,    1768-9 

32 

»7'5 

18 

1136 

22 

1775 

36 

1716-1 

7  18 

>74+ 

•29 

1779 

37 

1720 

19 

1764 

29 

Y  0  R  K  S 

iHIRE. 

T,H IS  is  the  largfft  county  in  England  j  is 
diy\^L  into  three  Rjdings,  viz.  Jtaft, 
North,  and  Weft  Ridings;  and  h^th  been  re* 
prefented  ip  parliament  from  the  time  of  the 
firft  returns. 

A  a  4  References 


360  YORK. 

References  to  the  Journals. 


Y«ar. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

1614 

1 

1670 

9 

1734   22 

1620 

1 

1706. 

*S 

1735-6  22 

1625 

1 

1707 

»S 

1741   24 

1628 

1 

1726 

20 

1750   25 

1647 

5 

1728 

21 

1758   28 

YORK. 

TH 1 S  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  this 
name :  it  is  a  very  ancient  city ;  but  had 
its  corporation  as  a  mayor  town,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  title  of  Lord  to  that  of  Mayor,  in  the 
"  of  King  Richard  II.  It  hath  returned 
members  to  parliament  from  the  26th  of  Ed- 
ward I.  and  parliaments  have  frequently  been 
held'  here.  —  There  are  about  fifteen  hundred 
voters ;  and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  corpo* 
ration  and  citizens. 
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Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

Year.' 

Vol. 

1628 
1656 
1664 
1673 
1676 

1 

7 
8 

9 

9 

1685    9 
1 690   10 
1698   12 
1711  16 

»7I3 

17*5 
1742 

*7$* 

»7 

20 

24 
28 

CON- 


CONSTITUTION 


OF      THE 


REPRESENTATION 


F.  O   H. 


SCOTLAND. 


BY  ftat.  6  Ann,  c.  8,  entitled*  "  An  a&  for 
"  an  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms  of 
"  England  and  Scotland/'  it  is  enacted,  that 
forty-five  members  (hall  be  elefted  to  fit  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of  Cjreat 
Britain. 

And  by  the  faid  ad  it  is  ena&ed,  that  of  the 
faid  forty-five  reprefentatives,  thirty  (hall  be 
chofen  by  the  (hires  or  fteuartries,  and  fifteen 
by  the  royal  burghs,  as  follows,  viz.  one  for 
every  (hire  and  fteuartry,  excepting  the  (hires  of 
Bute  and  Caithnefs,  which  (hall  chufe  one  by 
turns,  Bute  having  the  firft  ele&ion;  the  (hires 

of 
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of  Nairn  and  Cromarty,  which  (hall  alfo  chufe 
by  turns,  Nairn  having  the  firft  deftion ;  and 
in  like  manner  the  (hires  of  Clackmanan  and 
Kinrofs  (hall  chufe  by  turns,  Clackmanan  having 
the  firft  ele&ion:  and  in  cafe  of  the  death  or 
legal  incapacity  of  any  of  the  faid  members, 
from  the  refpe&ive  (hires  or  fteuartries  above 
mentioned,  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it 
is  ena&ed,  that  the  (hire  or  fteuartfy,  who  eledt- 
ed  the  faid  member,  (hall  eled  another  ipember 
in  his  place ;  and  that  the  faid  fifteen  reprefenta- 
tives  for  the  royal  burghs  be  chofen  as  follows, 
.viz.  that  the  town  of  Edinburgh  (hall  have 
right  to  eleft  and  fend  one  member  to  the  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  each  of  the 
other  burghs  (hall  ele&  a  commiffioner,  which 
commiffioners  and  burghs,  Edinburgh  excepted, 
being  divided  in  fourteen  claffes  or  diftri&s,  (hall 
meet  at  fuch  time  and  burghs,  within  their  re- 
fpe&i  ve  diftri&s,  as  her  Majefty,  her  heirs  of 
fucceflbrs,  (hall  appoint,  and  eled  one  for  each 
diftrift,    viz.    the  burghs  of  Kirkwall,  Week, 
Dornock,  Dingwall  and  Taine,  one ;  the  burghs 
of  Fortrofe,  Irivernefs,  Nairn,  and  Forres,  one ; 
the  burghs  of  Elgin,  Cullen,  Bamff,  Inverury, 
andKintore,  one;  the  burghs  of  Aberdeen,  In- 
verbervy,  Montrofe,  Aberbjothqck,   and  Bra- 
shine, 
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chine,  one;  the  burghs  of  Forfar,  Perth,  Bmi^ 
dee,  Coupar,  and  St.  Andrews,  one ;  the  burgh* 
ofCraill,  Kilrennie,  Anftruther  Eafter,  Anftru*  , 
therWefter,  and  Pittenweem,  one;  the  burghs 
of  Dyfart,  Kirkaldie,  Kinghorn,  and   Bruntit 
land,  one;    the  burghs  of  Innerkltheh,  Djim* 
ferline,  Queensferry,  Culrofs,  and  Sterling,  one ; 
the  burghs  of  Glafgow,  Renfrew,  Ruglen*  and 
Dumbarton,  one ;    the  burghs  of  Haddington, 
Dunbar,    North  Berwick,   Lauder,  and   Jed* 
burgh,  one;   the   burghs  of  Selkirk,    Peebles^ 
Linlithgow,  and  Lanerk,  one ;    the  burghs  of 
Dumfries,  Sanquhar,  Annan,  Lockmaben,  and 
Kirkudbright,  one;    the   burghs  of  Wigtown, 
New  Galloway,    Stranraver,   and  Whitehern, 
one;  and  the  burghs  of  Air,  Irvin,  Rotfcefay, 
Cawbletown,   and  Inverary,    one.     And  it  is 
thereby  declared  and  ordained,  that  where  the 
votes  for  the  commiffioners  for  the  faid  burghs 
met  to  chufe  repreferitatives,  from  their  fevercl 
difiri&s,    to  the  parliament  of   Great  Britain*, 
fhall  bp  equal,  in 'that  cafe  the  prefident  of  the 
meeting  (hall  have  a  cafting  or  decifitfe  vote ; 
and  that  by  and  according  to  his  vote  as  a  com* 
jniffioner  from  the  burgh  from  which  he  i&  fent, 
the  commiffipner  frond  theeldeft  buigb,  prefiding 
m  the  firft  meeting,  and  the  commiffioners  from 

the 
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the  other  burghs,  in  their  refpe£Hve  diftri&s, 
prefiding  afterwards  by  turns,  in  the  order  as 
the  (aid  burghs  are  now  called  in  the  rolls  of 
the  parliament  of  Scotland ;  and  that  in  cafe 
any  of  the  (aid  fifteen  commiffioners  from  burghs 
fhall  deceafe,  or  become  legally  incapable  to  fit 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  then  the  town  of 
Edinburgh,  or  the  diftrid  which  chofe  the  faid 
member,  fhall  ele&  a  member  in  his  or  their 
place :  It  is  thereby  exprefsly  provided  and  de- 
dared,  that  none  (hall  be  capable  to  ele&,  or  be 
ele&ed,  for  any  of  the  faid  eftates,  but  fuch  as 
are  twenty-one  years  of  age  complete,  and  Pro- 
teftants,  excluding  all  Papifts,  or  fuch,  who 
being  fufpefted  of  Popery,  and  required,  re- 
fufe  to  fwear  and  fubferibe  the  formula,  con- 
tained in  the  third  aft  made  in  the  8th  and  9th 
feffions  of  King  William's  Parliament,  entitled, 
an  "  A£t  for  preventing  the  Growth  of  Po* 
"  pery,"  &c.  &c. 

References  to  the  Journals  refpeSling  Matters 
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ABERDEENSHIRE. 

Year.     Vol.         Year.     Vol.  Year,     Vol. 

I708    l6      I732    21        I734    22 
1727    21 

AIR. 
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AIRSHIRE, 

Year. .  Vol.        Year.       Vol.        Year. .  Vol. 
.171.5"    18       1734-5-6    22  1741       24 


ABERDEEN, 

&c. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.    Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

1710 

1715 

1722 

16 
18 

20 

1739     h 

1 741       24 
1748       25 

A  I  R,    &c. 

1750 
1766 

"77* 

20 

3* 
37 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.    Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

1719 
1721 

19 

J9 

1731      21 
1749      25 

1761 
"775 

29 

35 

ARGYLESH1RE. 


Year.    Vol. 
1736      '22 

J739-      23 


Year.    Vol. 

1 741       24 
1763       29 


Year.    Vol. 
1766      31 

177*      33 


M  A  M  F  FSHIRE, 

Year.    Vol. 
1734      22 


BER- 
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BERWICKSHIRE. 

tear.    Vol.        Year.     Vol  Year;    Vol. 

1717      18  1734      22  1760        8 

BUTESHIRE. 

Year.    Vol.         Year.    Vol. 
1709      i  176a      '29 


CAITHNESS-SHIRE. 

Year.    Vol; 
1741     24 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year.      Vol. 

*7°9 
1715 

il5 

16 

1717-8-9   an 

CLACKMANNANSHIRE. 
Year.    Vol.        Year.     Vol.  Year.    Vol. 


1768      16  1734      22 


« 774-5  35 


CRA1LL,    &c 
Year.    Vol.        Year.    Vol.  Ytar.    Vol. 


1710      16 

172a 

20 

1765-6  30 

1711-12  17 

1-741 

H 

1777      36 

>W4  J7 

»757 

*7 

CRO. 
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CROMARTYSHIRE. 

Year.    Vol.  "     Year.    Vol.           Year. 
^723      21          1742      24            1768 
1741       24          1766      31            1777 

Vol. 

3l 
36 

DUNBARTONS  HTR  E. 

Year.      Vol.      Ydtr.    Vol.         Year.    Vol. 
1722-3-4  20       1761        9  1 7 74-5   35 


Year. 

1708 
1 710 

»7i3 


DUMFRl£SHIR£. 

Vol.        Year.    Vol.          Year. 
16          1725      20            1 741 

16  1734      22            1755 

17  1737      ** 

Vt>l. 

24 
27 

Y<ar. 
1708 

1713 

2722 


Year. 
1708 
1709 
1722 

*734 


DUMFRIES,  &c 

Vol.       Year.    Vok  Year.    Vol. 

1734  22  174a      «4 

1735  22  1766        30 
1738         23 


16 

«7 
20 


Vol. 
16 
16 
20 
22 


DYSART, 

Year.    Vol. 

1735      22 

1743      24 
1759      25 


Year. 
1763 
1772  ;  & 
1774-5  35 


Vol. 

.28 


EDIN- 
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-EDINBURGHSHIRE.      . 
Year.    Vol.        Year.    Vol.  Year.    VoJ. 


1722 

•  20 

175° 

26 

1775 

35 

1737 

22 

1754 

^7 

1777 

36 

174a 

24 

1760 

28 

*779 

37 

>743 

'dm 

I7$5 

30 

CITY. 

f    1 

U  E 

N BURGH 

i 

Year. 

-Vol. 

Year. 

.Vol... 

.  .Yev. 

Vol. 

1709 

*  16 

'  ""1715 

i8: 

1762 

29 

17 10  . 

16 

1720 

19. 

.1774  • 

35 

*7ii 

17 
E  I 

1 741 

24T 

*           • 

I  R  E. 

, G IN  S  H 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

•1708 

16 

1-720 

>9 

1777. 

37 

1719 

19 

1727 

20 

&c. 

E  L  G"I  N, 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

»7*3 

n 

1723-4   20 

1754 

27 

nii 

18 

1727 

21 

>77* 

33 

-172a 

-     20 

1746 

«5' 

1774 

35 

FIFE- 
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FIFES  HI  RE. 
Year.    Vol.       Year.    Vol.  Year.    Vol. 

1708-9   16         1751      26  *775-6   35 

1715      18  176a      29  1779-80  37 

17 17      18 


FORFARSHIRE. 


Year. 

Vol.        Year.    Vol.          Year.    Vol. 

1714 
1716 

17  1727      21         '   1734      22 

18  1732     22         1735     a* 

FORFAR,    &c. 

Year. 

Vol.        Year.    Vol.          Year.    Vol. 

1710      16         1742      24           1768-9  32 
17a*      20         1765      30           1769      32 
1723-4  20 

FORTROSE,&c. 

Year. 

Vol.       Year.    Vol.          Year.    Vol. 

1722 
1725 

ao         1737      aa           I768-9  3* 
20 

GLASGOW. 

Year. 

Vol.        Year.    Vol.          Year.    Vol. 

1708 
1709 
1715 

16        .1727-8   2*  .         1743      24 
16          1728-9  21           1765      30 
18         1729-30  ai           1768      32 

B  b                      HAD- 
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HADDINGTONSHIRE. 

Year.    Vol.  Year.    Vol.      , 

1717       18  1777       36 

HADDINGTON,    &c. 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.  Vol. 

1709 

16 

*735 

22 

1750   26 

1720 

»9 

1736 

22 

1768   32 

1721 

»9 

»737 

23 

J774-5  35 

1722 

20 

1738 

23 

1780   37 

1734 

22  - 

1.741 

24 

INVERKEITHING,  DUMFERLINE, 
QUEENSFERRY,  CULROSS,  and 
STERLING:        — 

Year.    Vol.        Year.    Vol.        Year.       Vol. 

*  « 

1713-14  17  1734      22  1761        49 

.1727      21  1735*6   22.        '1769      -32 

1729    .21  1758      28  I774-5-6  35 


KINCARDINESHIRE. 
Year.    Vol.  Year.    Vol. 

1734    22     .   1735-6  22  ; 

KIN- 
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K  I  N  Rp  S  S-SH  I  R  E. 
Year.    Vol*        Year.    Vol.  Year.    Vol. 

1710      16  1741       24  1768-9   32 

1715       18 


KIRCUDBRIGHT  STEUARTRY. 

Year.    Vol.        Year!    Vol.  Year.     Vol. 

17 13      17  1741       24  1763      29 

1734-5  22  1742      24 


K  I  R  K  W  A  L  L,    &e; 

Year.    Vol.        Year.    Vol.  Year,  Vol. 

1708-9   16          1722      20  1773  34 

1713      17          1 741       24  1774  35 


LA'NERKSHIRE. 
Year.    Vol.        Year.    Vol.  Year.    Vol. 

17 1 8      19  1734      22  1774-5  '35 

1722-3  20  1750      25  1777      36 

I729         2t  I759         28  ,       1779         37 


LINLITHG  O  W  SHIRE. 


Year.    Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

Year.    Vol. 

1708       16 

»734 

22 

1744      24 

1713-14  17 

'735 

22 

17689   32 

1722-3    2» 

1736 

22 

1770      32 

1724-5    20 

1743 

24   .. 

*779      37 

Bb 

2 

NAIRN- 

t    37*    } 

NAIRNSHI  RE, 


Year.     VoK 

t734-5  22 
1766      31 

Year;    Vol. 
i>74      35 

Year. 
.  ,  *777 

Vc4. 

,3d 

0  RXNE  Y, 

&c. 

Year.    Vol. 

<»7»3      i-7 
1722  .    20 

Year.    Vol.. 

1729        2lr 
I746        25 

Year. 
1:761 

'  *77<>' 

tot 
33 

PEEBLES    COUNTY. 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year.    Vol.: 

Year. 

Vol. 

*7io 

16  . 

I7JI-2     21  - 

1767 

:   3* 

1711 

*7 

1734    .    22 

1775 

35 

1727 

21 

PERTHSHIRE.     • 

tear.    Vol.  Year.  Vol,  Year.  .Vol, 

fjoS-o,   16  1715  i8;  1764  29 

i7io      16  1724  20  1773  4 

1713      17  1726  20 


RENFREWSHIRE, 


Year.    Vol. 


Year.    Vol. 
1722-3-4  20 


Tear.    VoJ. 
.1742      24 
ROSS. 
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Year, 

1708 
.1709 
1710 


ROSS-SHIRE. 

Vol.        Year.    Vol.          Year. 

Vol. 

16          1722      20            1746 
16          1731      22            1763 
16          1741       24            1766- 

*5 
29 

3* 

ROXBURGHSHIRE. 


Y«atv 

Vt>l. 

Year. 

•Vol. 

•  Year. 

Vol. 

1708 
1709 
1726 

16 
t6 

20 

1728 
1741 

1765 

44 

30 

1767 
1770 
1777 

3i 
32 
36 

SELKIRKSHIRE. 


Ye*r. 

Vol.. 

Year. 

Vol; 

Year. 

Vol. 

171 1 
1729 

1753 

>7 
ti 

22 

1753 
1756 

26 
27 

1762 
1765 

29 
3° 

S  ELK  I  R  K,    &c. 


Ytar.    Vol. 

Year.    Vol. 

Year.    Vol. 

17 17       17 
1722       20 
1733*4   20 

1725-6   20 
1741.      24 

*747      25 

1768      32 

1772      33 

1774-5  35 

Bb 


STER- 
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STERLING  SHIR  p. 

Year.         Vol.        Year.    Vol.      Year,    Vol. 

*754      ?7 
»763      *9 


1708     16 

*734 

22 

1711    17 

1746 

2* 

1723-4-5-6  20 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Year,  VoL  Year.  Vol  Year.  Vol, 
1714      17        1736  22        1749      25 

1JZ2  20  1741-2-3-4  24  I750  2§ 
I733  22  I747  25  I75.6  27 
I734-5  22 


WIGTOWNSHIRE. 

Year.    Vol. 
1.761      2g 


Year. 

Vol. 

Year. 

Vol. 

1710 

j6 

1735 

22 

J734 

22 

1751 

26 

WIGTOWN,    &c. 

Year.    Vol.        Year.    Vol.  Year.    VpK 

1708       16  1729        21    *      ^768      32 

1711       17  1734-5-622  1770      32 

1727-8   21  1761-2     29  1774      35 

^  Summary 
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A  Summary  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Commons. 


40  Counties  in  England  fend,  80 

25  Cities  (Ely  none)  London  4,  50 
167  Boroughs,  2  each         —       334 
5  Boroughs,  (Abingdon,  Ban- 
bury,    Bewdly,     Higham 

Ferrers,  Monmouth)  1  each  5 

2  Univerfities                   ■  4 


8  Cinque  Ports,  viz.  Haftings* 

Dover,    Sandwich/  Rum- 

ney,  Hythe,  and  their  three 

branches,  Rye,  Winchelfea, 

and  Seaford  -*- 

12  Counties  in  Wales        — 

12  Boroughs,  ditto  — ■ 

Shires  of  Scotland         — 

Boroughs  of 'ditto        — 

Sum  total 


knights 
citizens 
burgefles 


burgefles 
burgefles 


16 
12, 
12 

3° 

Is* 


barons 

knights 

burgefles 

knights 

burgefles 


Bb  4 


Afull 
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A  full  Recitation  of  all  the  various  Ms  of 
Parliament  relating  to  the  Ele&ion  of  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People. 

5  R.  2.  ft.  2.  c.  4. 

llfVERY  one  to  whom  it  belongeth,  (hall, 
upon  fummons,  come  to  Parliament. 

7  H.  4.  cA  15.  The  manner  of  theele&ion 
of  knights  of  (hires  for  a  Parliament. 

1  H.  5.  ch  i.  What  fort  of  people  (hall  be 
chofen,  and  who  (hall  be  choofcrs  of  the  knights 
and  burgeffes  of  the  Parliament. 

8  H.  6.  ch  7.  What  fort  of  men  (hall  be 
choofers ;  and  who  (hall  be  knights  of  the  Par- 
liament. 

10  H.  6.  ch.  2  Certain  things  required  in 
him  who  (hall  be  a  choofer  of  the  knights  of 
Parliament.  N 

23  H.  6.  ch.  14.  Who  (hall  be  knights  for 
the  Parliament.     The  manner  of  their  ele&iom 

The 
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The  remedy  where  one  is  chofen  and  another 
returned. 

34  fi^  35  /J.  8»  ch..  13.  An  aft  for  making  of 
knights  and  burgefles  within  the  county  and  city 
pfChefter 

35  H.  8.  ch9  1 1.  The  bill  for  knights  and 
burgefles  in  Wales,  concerning  the  payment  of 
their  fees  and  wages. 

5  Eliz.  c.  9.  An  aft  for  punifhment  of 
fach  as  (hall  procure  or. commit  any  wilful 
perjury. 

29  Eliz.  c.  5.  An  aft  for  the  continuance  and 
perfcfting  of  divers  ftatutes* 

21  Jac.  ch.  28*  An  aft  for  continuing  an4 
reviving  of  divers  Statutes,  and  repeal  of  divers 
others. 

25  C  2.  ch.  9.  An  aft  to  enable  the  county 
palatine  of  Durham  to  fend  knights  and  bur- 
gefles to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

30  C.  2.  j?. a.  c.  1.  An  aft  for  the  more  effec- 
tual preferving  "the  King's  perfon  and  govern- 
menu  by  difabling  Papifts  from  fitting  in  either 
fcoufe  of  Parliament. 

1  ffc  &  M.  c.  1.  An  aft  for  removing  and 
preventing  all  .queftions  and  difputes  concerning 
the  aflembling  and  fitting  of  this  prefent  Par- 
liament. 

1   JV. 
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i  W.  &  M.jt.  l.ck.S.  An  aft  for  the  abroga- 
ting of  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  apd  allegiance, 
and  appointing  other  oaths. 

i  W.  &  M.  Sef.  2.  ck.  2.  *  An  aft  declar- 
ing the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,  and 
fettling  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown. 

2  W.  &  M.  Jl.  l  •  ch.  7.  An  aft  declaring 
the  right  and  freedom  of  eleftion  of  members 
to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  Cinque  Ports, 

4^.C?  M.  c.  7.  An  aft  for  granting  to 
their  Majefties  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  fait* 
and  upon  beer,  ale,  and  upon  other  liquors ;  for 
iecuring  certain  recompences,  and  advantages  in 
tfye  faid  aft  mentioned,  to  fuch  perfons  as  (hall 
voluntarily  advance  the  fum  of  ten  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  towards  carrying  on  the  war 
with  France. 

5  W.  &.  M.  c.  20.  An  aft  for  granting  to 
their  Majefties  feveral  rates  and  duties  upon  tonw 
nage  and  veflels,  and  upon  beer,  ale,  and  other 
liquors;  for  fecuring  certain  recompences  and 
advances  in  the  faid  aft  mentioned,  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  fliall  voluntarily  advance  the  fum  of 
fifteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  towards  car- 
rying on  the  war  againft  France. 

7  ^  3-  d*.  4.     An  aft  for  preventing  charge 

and 
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and  expence  in  ele&ions  of  members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament. 

7  W.  3.  ch.  7.  An  aft  to  prevent  falfe  and 
double  returns  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parlia^ 
ment. 

7.  W.  3.  c.  25.  An  aft  for  the  farther  re- 
gulating ele&ions  for  members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament ;  and  for  the  preventing  irregular  pro- 
ceedings of  (heriffs  and  other  officers  in  the  elec- 
ting and  returning  fuch  members. 

10  &  1 1  W.  3.  c h.  7.  An  act  for  preventing 
irregular  proceedings  of  (heriffs  and  other  offi- 
cers, in  making  the  returns  of  members  chofea 
to  ferve  in  Parliament* 

11  &  12  W.  3.  ch.  2.  An  adt  for  granting 
an  aid  to  his  Majefty  by  fale  of  the  forfeited, 
and  other  eftates  and  interefts  in  Ireland ;  and 
by  a  Land-tax  in  England,  for  the  feveral  pur- 
pofcs  therein  mentioned. 

12  &  13  W.  3.  ch.  2.  An  ad  for  the  farther 
limitation  of  the  Crown,  and  better  fecuring 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjeft. 

13 "®  l3  W.  3.  ch.  10.  An  aft  for  granting 
an  aid  to  his  Majefty,,  for  defraying  the  expence 
of  his  navy,  guards  and  garrifons  for  one  year, 
and  for  other  necefiary  occafions. 

15W.  $.  ch.  6.     An  a£t  for  the  farther  fecu- 

rity 
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rity  of  his  Majefty's  perfon,  and  the  fucceffien 
of  the  crown  in  the  Proteftant  line,  and  for  ex* 
tinguiihing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  all  othet  Pretenders,  and  their 
open  and  fecret  abettors. 

a  &  3  Ann^  ch.  4.  An  ad  for  the  public  re- 
giftering  of  all  .deeds,  conveyances  and  wills  that 
(hall  be  made  of  any  honours,  manors,  Lands 
tenements  or  hereditaments  within  the  Weft- 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  after  the  nine 
and  twentieth  day  of  September,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  four. 

4&  5  Ann$  ch.  8.     An  a&  for  the  union 

of  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scot- 
land. 

6  Ann%  ch.  6.  An  aft  for  rendering  the 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  more  entire  and 
compleat. 

6  Ann,  ch.  y..  An  aft  for  the  fecurity  of  her 
Majefty's  perfon  and  government,  and  of  the 
fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
Proteftant  line. 

•6  Ann j  ch.  23,  An  aft  to  make  farther  pro- 
vifion  for  eleding  and  fummoning  fixteen  Peers 
of  Scotland,  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  trying  the 
Peers  for  offences  committed  in  Scotland,  and 

for 
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for  the  farther  regulating  of  eleftkros  of  members 
to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

6  Attn,  ch.  35,  An  aft  for  .the  public  re- 
giftering  of  all  deeds,  conveyances*  wills,  and 
Other  incumbrances  that  (hall  be  made,  of,  or  that 
may  affeft  any  honors,  manors,  lands,  tene- 
ments, of  hereditaments  within  the  Eaft-Riding 
of  the  courity  of  York,  or  the  town  and  county 
of  the  town  of  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  after  the 
nine  and  twentieth  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
fend  feven  hundred  and  eight ;  and  for  the  ran* 
dering  the  regifter  in  the  Weft  Riding  more 
complete, 

•  7  Am*  c.  zom  An  aft  for  the  public  regifter* 
ing  of  deeds,  conveyances,  and  wills,  and  other 
incumbrances  which  fhall  be  made*  of,  or  that 
may  affeft  any  honors,  manors,  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  within  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
after  the  twenty-ninth  day  pf  September,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine, 

9  Ann*  c.  5.  An  aft  for  fecuring  the  free* 
dom  of  Parliaments  by  the  farther  qualifying  the 
members  to  fit  in  the  houfe  of  Commons, 

10  Ann,  c.  19.  An  aft  for  laying  feveral  du« 
ties  upon  all  foap  and  paper  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  imported  into  the  fame ;  and  upon 
chequered  and  ftriped  linens  imported ;  and  upon 

certain 
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certain  filks,  callicoes,  linens,  and  fluffs,  print- 
ed, painted,  or  ftaincd ;  and  upon  feveral  kinds 
of  ftamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper;  and 
upon  certain  printed  papers,  pamphlets,  and  ad- 
vertifements ;  for  railing  the  fum  of  eighteen 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  by  way  of  lottery, 
towards  her  Majefty's  fupply ;  and  for  licenfing 
an  additional  number  of  hackney  chairs;  and 
for  charging  certain  flocks  of  cards  and  dice ; 
and  for  better  fecuring  her  Majefty's  duties  to 
afife  in  the  bffice  for  ftamp  duties  by  licences  for 
marriages,  and  other  wife  f-  and  for  relief  of  per- 
fens  who  have  not  claimed  their  lottery  tickets 
in  due  time,  or ''have  loft  Exchequer  bills*"  or 
lottery  tickets ;  and  for  borrowing  money  upon 
ftock,  (part  of  the  capital  of  the  South-Sea 
Company)  for  the  ufe  of  the  public. 

10  Ann,  ch.  23.  An  aft  for  the  more  effec- 
tual preventing  fraudulent  conveyances  in  order 
to  multiply  votes  for  eleftirig  knights  of  (hire* 
to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

12  Ann,  ch.  5.  An  aft  to  explain  a  claufc 
in  StaU  10  Ann,  chap.  23.  as  far  as  the  fame 
relates  to  the  afcertainihg  the  value  of  freeholds 
of  forty  (hillings  per  annum. 

1  a  Ann,  Sef  1.  ch.  6.  An  aft  for  the  bet- 
ter regulating  the  elections  of  members  to  ferve 

in 
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in  Parliament  for  that  part  of  Great  Briuin 
called  Scotland. 

1 2  Ann%  Jl.  i .  c.  1 5 .  An  a&  for  nuking  per- 
petual Stat.  7  Wil  3-  chap.  7. 

1  Geo.  Jl.  2.  c-  4.     An  a£t  to  explain  <Sfa& 

|2  &  13  /07/.  3.    r/^/.   3. 

i  GVo.  ^.  2.  c.  13.  An  a&  for  farther  fecu- 
rity  of  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  government, 
and  the  fucceffion  of  the  Crown  in  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Princefs  Sophia,  being  Proteftants ;  and 
for  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open  and  fecret  abet- 
tors. 

3  Geo.  c.  8.  An  ad  for  redeeming  feveral 
funds  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  purfuant  to  former  provifoes 
of  redemption ;  and  for  Securing  to  them  feveral 
new  funds  and  allowances  redeemable  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  for  obliging  them  to  advance  farther 
fums,  not  exceeding  two  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  at  five  pounds  per  centum,  as 
(hall  be  found  neceflary  to  be  employed  in  leflen- 
ing  the  national  debts  and  incumbrances;  and 
for  continuing  certain  provisions,  formerly  made 
•  for  tbe;'*Kpences  of  his  Majefty's  civil  govern- 
ment; and  for  payment  of  annuities,  formerly; 

pur- 
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prjrchafed  at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  centum'; 
and  for  other  purpofes  in  this  a£t  mentioned* 

3  Geo*  c.  9. f  An  aft  for  redeeming  the  year- 
ly fund  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  being  after 
jthe  rate  of  fix  pounds  per  centum,  per  annum, 
and  fettling  on  the  faid  Company  a  yearly  fund, 
after  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  centum,  per.  an- 
num, redeemable  by  Parliament ;  and  to  raife 
for  an  annuity,  or  annuities,  at  five  pounds  per 
ceqtum,;  per.  annum,  any  fum  not  exceeding 
two  millions,  to  be  employed  in  leflening  the 
national  debts  and  incumbrances ;  and  for  make- 
ing  the  faid  new  yearly  fund  and  annuities  to  be 
hereafter  redeemable  in  the  time  and  manner 
thereby  prefcribed. 

6  Geo.  r.  18.  An  aft  for  better  fecuring  cer- 
tain powers  and  privileges  intended  to  be  granted 
by  bis  Majefty  by  two  charters  for  affurance  of 
fhips  and  merchandises  at  fea;  and  for  lending 
money  upon  bottomry ;  and  for  retraining  fe- 
veral  extravagant  and  unwarrantable  pra&tces 
therein  mentioned. 

11  Geo.  1.  c.  18.,  An  aft  for  regulating 
ek&ions  within  the  City  of  London;  and  for 
prefexving  the  peace,  good  order,  and  govern- 
ment of  the  faid  city. 

1  Geo. 
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i  Geo*  2.  eh.  56.  An  aft  to  difable  any 
j>erfon  from  being  chofen  a  member  of,  or  from 
fitting  and  voting  in,  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
who  has  any  penfion  for  any  number  of  years 
from  the  Crown* 

2.  Geo.  2.  c.  24.  An  aft  for  the  more  effec- 
tual preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  the 
eleftion  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament* 

2  Geo.  2.  c.  25.  An  aft  for  the  more  effec- 
tual preventing,  and  farther  puniihment  of, 
forgery,  perjury,  and  fubornation  of  perjury ; 
and  to  make  it  felony  tafteal  bonds,  notes,  or 
other  fecurities  for  payment  of  money. 

7  Geo.  2.  c.  16.  An  aft  for  the  better  regu- 
lating the  eleftion  of,  members  to  ferve  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  for  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland ;  and  for  incapacitating 
the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Seffion,  Court  of 
Juffciciary,  and  barons  of  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer, in  Scotland,  to  be  elefted,  or  to  fit  or 
vote  as  members  of  the  Heufe  of  Commons. 

8  Geo.  2.  c.  6.  An  aft  for  the  public  regis- 
tering of  all  deeds,  conveyances,  and  wills,  and 
other  incumbrances,  that  (hall  be  made  of,  or 
that  may  affe&,  any  honours,  manors,  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  within  the  North 
Ridiiig  of  the  county  of  York,  after  the  nine 

C  c  and 
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and  twentieth  day  of  September,  One  thoufand 
{even  hundred  and  thirty-fix. 

8  Geo.  2.  c.  30.  An  ad  for  regulating  the 
quartering  of  foldiers  during  the  time  of  elec- 
tion of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

9  Geo.  2,  c.  38.  An  aft  to  explain  and 
amend  fo  much  of  Stat,  z-  Geo.  2.  chap.  24.  as 
relates  to  the  commencing  and  carrying  on  of 
profecutions  grounded  upon  the  faid  aft. 

13  G10.  2.  c.  j.  An  aft  for  naturalizing  fuch 
foreign  Proteftants,  and  others  therein  mention- 
ed, as  are  fettlect,  or  (hall  fettle,  in  any  of  his 
Majefty's  colonies  m  America. 

15  Geo.  2.  t.  22v  An  aft  to  exclude  certain 
officers  from  being  members  of  the  Houfc  of 
Commons. 

16  Geo.  t,  c.  11.  An  aft,  to  explain  and 
amend  the  laws  touching  the  eleftion  of  mem- 
bers to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  } 
and  to  reftrain  the  partiality,  and  regulate  the 
conduft  of  returning  officers  at  fuch  eleftions. 

1 8  Geo.  2.  c  1 8.  An  aft  to  explain  and  amend 
the  laws  touching  the  eleftion s  of  knights  of  the 
ihire  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England. 

19  Gem 
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19  Geo.  2.  c.  a8.  An  a£t  for  the  better  re- 
gulating of  eleftions  of  members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament for  foch  cities  and  towns  in  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  England,  as  are  counties 
of  themfelvcs. 

20  Geo.  2.  c.  44.  An  aft  to  extend  the 
provifions  of  Stat  13  Geo.  2.  chap.  7.  to  other 
foreign  Proteftants  who  confcientioufly  fcruple 
the  taking  of  an  oath. 

22  Geo.  2.  c.  44.  An  aft  to  enable  fuch  of- 
ficers, mariners,  and  foldiers,  as  have  been  in 
his  Majeft/s  ferviqe  fince  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  to  exercife  trades* 

31  Geo.  2.  c.  14.  An  aft  for  farther  explain- 
ing the  laws  touching  the  eleftors  of  knights  of 
the  (hire  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England* 

2^  Geo.  2.  ch.  20.  An  aft  to  enforce  and  ren- 
der more  effectual  the  laws  relating  to  the 
qualification  of  members  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

2  Geo.  3.  c.  25.  An  aft  for  naturalizing 
fuch  foreign  Proteftants  as  have  ferved,  or  fhali 
ferve  for  the  time  therein  mentioned,  as  officers 
or  foldiers  in  his  Majeftyfs  royal  American  regi- 
ment, or  as  engineers  in  America. 

C  c  2  3  Geo. 
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•  3  Ge0*  3-  Cm  r  5*  ^rt  a&  *°  prevent  occafional 
freemen  -from  voting  at  elections' of  members 
to  ferve' in  Parliament  for  cities  and  boroughs. 

3  Geo.  3.  c.  24.  An  aft  to  prevent  fraudu- 
lent and  occafional  votes  in  the  elections  bf 
krirghts  of  the  (hire,  and  of  members  for  cities 
and  towns  which  are  counties  of  themfelves,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  the  right  of  voting,  by' virtue  of 
an  annuity  or  rent-charge. 

16  Geol's'.  c.  16.  An  aft  to  regulate  the 
trial  of  controverted  eleftions,  or  returns  of 
members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

10  Geo  3.  c.  41.  An  aft  to  enable  the 
Speaker  of  'the  Hbufe  of  Commons  to  iffue  his 
'warrants  to  make  out  new  writs  for  the  choice 
of  members  to  "ferve  in 'Parliament,  in  the  room 
of  fuch  members  as  (hall  die  during  the  recefs 
of  Parliament. 

.  1 1  Geo.  3.  c.  42.     Ah  aft  to  explain  and 
'amend  the  above  aft  of  10  G.  3.  ch.  16. 

11  Geo.  3.  c.  $$.  An  aft  to  incapacitate 
John  Burnett*  and.  fixty-fevcn  others  by  hame, 
from  voting  at  eleftions  of  members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament,  and  for  the  preventing  bribery  and 
corruption  in  the  eleftibn  of  members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament,  for  the  borough  of  New  Shoreham, 
in  the  county  of  Suflex. 

14  Geo. 


t    3%    3 

1*4  Geo.  3»  ch.  15.  An  aft  for  making  peiv, 
petual    Stat/  10  @.   3.  ^* '  16.  and  11  Gj  3, 

14.  Geo*  3.  cA.  58,  An  aft  for  repealing  an 
flft,  made  in  the  firft  y^ar  of  the  reigri  of.  King* 
Henry  the  fifth,  and  (o  much  of  feveral  sfts  of 
the  eighth,  tenth,  and  twenty-third  .years*  di 
King  Heqry  the  fixth,  a*  relates  to  the  refidenee 
of  perfons  to  be  elefted  members  tci  ferve.  in 
Parliament,  or  of  the  perfons  by  whom  tliey  are 
to  be  chofon,    .  ",;„..;/        '" 

14  Geo.  3,  c.  81.  An  aft  for  altering  and 
amending  Stat.  16  Geo.  z.  c.  11.  by  altering 
the  time  of  notice,  ordered  by  the  faid  aft  to  be 
given,  inthefervice  of  complaints  to  the  courts 
of  Seflion,  of  wrongs  done  in  eleftions,  and  by 
regulating  the  manner,  and  fettling  the  place, 
of  eleftion  of  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for 
a  diftrift:  of  boroughs  in  Scotland,  when  the 
eleftion  of  the  magiftrates  and  council  of  a  bo- 
rough, which  ought  in  courfe  to  be  the  prefiding 
borough  at  an  eleftion,  happens  to  be  reduced, 
and  made  void,  by  a  decree  of  the  court  of  Sef- 
fion,  and  not  revived  by  the  Crowni  when 
tfuch  eleftion  is  made. 

15  Geo.  3.  ch.  36.  An  aft  to  explain  and  amend 
10  Geo.  3.  ch.  41.  and  for  enabling  the  Speaker 

C  c  3  of 
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of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  to  make  out  new 
writs  for  the  choice  of  members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament, in  the  room  of  fuch  members  as  (hall, 
during  the  recefs  of  Parliament,  become  Peers 
of  Great  Britain,  and  be  fummoned  to  Parlia-* 
meat ;  and  for  fufpending  the  execution  of  the 
faid  aft,  with  refpeft  to  the  borough  of  Shaftef- 
bury,  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  during  the  next 
recefs  of  Parliament 

20 Gea.  3.  c.  17.  An  a&  to  remove  certain 
difficulties,  relative  to  voters  at  county  dec* 
tions, 


frm 
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Forms  of  the  Warrant  for  ifluing  Parliamentary 
Writs j  the  Writ  of  Summons,  and  Writ  to  the 
Sheriffs ;  and  alfo  Copies  of  Oaths  taken  by  the 
EleQor,  and  Candidate,  at  the  Election  of  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  Oaths  ad* 
mlnijiered  to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People, 
upon  taking  their  Seats  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mon$. 

Warrant  for  ifuing  Parliamentary  Writs. 

GECtRGE  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
of  Great  Britain,  &c.  To  our  right  trufty,  and 
right  well -beloved  Edward  Lord  Thurlow, 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  bur  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  greeting.  Whereas,  We,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  our  Privy  Council,  for  certain  3fld  ur- 
gent caufes  concerning  Us,  the  good  eftate  and 
commonwealth  of  this  our  realm,  and  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  for  the  good  order  and 
continuance  of  the  fame,  have  appointed  and 
ordained  a  Parliament  to  be  holden  at  our  City^a. 
of  Weftminfter,  the  day  of  faj<j 

next  enfuing,  in  which  cafe  diverfe  and  funder  the 
writs  are  to  be  iffued  forth,  under  our  Ggventh 

*        C  .C    4  f      ycar 
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Seal  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  for  the  prelates, 
biftiops,  and  nobility,  of  this  our  realm,  as  alfq 
for  the  election  of  knights,  citizens,  and  bur- 
gefles,  of  the  feveral  counties,  cities,  and  bo- 
roughs, and  towns  of  the  fame,  to.  be  prefent 
at  tjie  faid  Parliament  at  the  day  and  place  afore- 
faid;  whereupon  We  will  and  command  you 
forthwith,  upon  the  receipt  hereof,  and  by  war- 
rant of  the  fame,  to  caufe  fuch  and  fo  many 
writs  to  be  made  and  fealed  under  our  Great 
Seal, .  for  the  accomplifhing  of  the  fame,  as  in 
like  cafes  hath  been  heretofore  ufed  and  accuf- 
tomed:  and  this  bill,  figned  with  our  own 
hand,  (hall  be  as  well  unto  you,  as  to  eyery 
fuch  clerk  and  clerks  as  (hall  make, and  pafs  thq 
fame,  a  fufficient  warrant  or  difcharge  in  that 
behalf  given* 

Form  of  the  Lord  Steward's  Deputation  on  {§ 
new  Parliament, 

William  Earl  Talbot,  Lord  Steward  of  his 

Majefty's  houfehold,  and  one  of  his  Majefty's 

raoft  honourable  Privy  Council,  to  all  to  whom 

hefe  prefents  lhall  come,  Know  ye,  that  I  the 

f     j  Lord  Steward,  by  virtue  of  my  faid  office 

Lord  Steward,    have  conftituted,    named* 
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and  appointed^  and  by  thefo  prefcnts  do  confti- 
fiute,  name,  and  appoint,  [about  three  fcore  and 
fifteen  noblemen  and  gentlemen}  or  any  fix,  five, 
four,  three,  two,  or  one  of  them,  my  deputy 
and  deputies,  in  my  place  and  ftead,  to  tender 
and  adminifter  the  oaths  mentioned  in  a  ftatute 
made  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  their  late 
Majefties  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  in- 
titled,  "  An  Aft  for  removing  and  preventing 
u  all  Doubts  and  Difputes  concerning  the  a£- 
u  fembling  and  fitting  of  this  prefent  Parlia- 
«*  ment,"  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
faid  ftatute,  and  of  all  and  every  other  ftatute 
and  ftatutes,  directing  the  taking  the  faid  oaths 
before  me,  to  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons, 
who  is,  are,  or  (hall  be,  elected  or  appointed  a 
knight,  citizen,  buirgefs,  baron  of  any  of  the 
five  ports,  or  commiffioners  for  the  (hires  or 
burghs  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  appointed  to 
meet  the  day  of  and  to  take 

and  receive  the  oaths  of  all  and  every  the  faid 
perfon  and  perfons,  who  is,  are,  or  fhall  be, 
ele&ed  or  appointed  a  knight,  citizen,  burgefs, 
baron  of  any  of  the  five  ports,  or  commiffion- 
ers for  the  fliire*  or  burghs  afore&id,  fo*  the  faid 
Parliament;  alfo,  to  tender  and  adminifter  the 
oath  mentioned  Jn  a  ftatute;  made  the  feventh 

year 
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year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty,  (intitled 
«c  An  Aft  for  the  better  regulating  the  Ele&ion 
"  of  Members  to  ferve  in  the  Houfe  of  Com-. 
**  mons,  for  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called 
"  Scotland,  and  for  incapacitating  the  Judges 
M  of  the  Court  of  Scffion,  Court  of  Jufiiciary, 
'•  and  Barons  of  .the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in 
«*  Scotland,  to  be  ele&ed,  or  to  fit  or  vote  as 
*  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,**)  ac^ 
cording  to  the  directions  of  another  ftatute  made 
in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  late  Majefty' s  reign, 
dire&ing  the  faid  oath  to  be  taken  before  me, 
by.  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons,  who  is,  arc, 
or  fliall  be  chofen,  a  menjber  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment for  any  (hire  or  fteuartry,  within  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  and  who  was  not, 
were  not,  or  (hall  not,  be  prefent  at  the  fleeting 
of  eleftion ;  and  to  take  and  receive  the  oath  of 
all  and  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  giving 
them,,  my  faid  deputies,  fix,  five,  four,  three, 
two,  or  one  of  them,  full  power  and  authority  to 
execute  and  perform  the  matters  herein  mention- 
ed, ratifying  and  confirming  all  and  whatfoevcr 
my  deputies  or  deputy  fliall  lawfully  do  and  per* 
form  in  this  behalf,  in  as  ample,  perfect,  and  full 
manner,  as  if  I  njyfelf  had  been  perfonally  prcfenf, 
and  done  the  fame;  in  teftimony  whereof,  I  tha 

faid. 
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(aid  Lord  Steward  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and: 
feal,  this         day  of  in  the  twentieth  year 

of  the  reign  of,  &c.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty. 

Sealed  and  delivered 
(being  firft  duly  ftamped)  TALBOT   (L.S.) 

in  the  pretence  of 

N.  B.  The  form  to  be  met  with  in  the  printed  Journals 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  we  think  is  injudicioufly  drawn 
up,  and  have  therefore  prefumed  to  alter  it  in  the  above. 

» 

Writ  of  Summons. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  Godf  of 
Great-  Britain,  &c.  to  his  moil  noble  coufin,  ' 
Hugh,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  &c.  greeting* 
Inafmuch  as  by  the  advice  and  confent  of  our 
Privy  Council,  We  have  ordained  our  Parlia- 
ment to  be  held  at  Our  city  of  Weftminfter, 
on  the  day  of  next  enfuing,  by 

reafon  of  fome  arduous  and  urgent  affairs  con- 
cerning Us,  the  ftate  and  defence  of  our  king* 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  church  of  England, 
to  have  conference  and  treaty  with  you  and  the 
Prelates,  Bifhops  and  Peers  of  our  laid  king* 
f}opi,  \Ve  firjnly  enjoin  you,  upon  the  faith 

and 
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jmd  allegiance  in  which  you  are  hound  to  Us, 
that  taking  into  consideration  the  weightiriefs  of 
the  faid  affairs,  and  the  imminent  dangers,  laying 
.  glide  all  pxcufe,  you  be  perfonally  prefent  on  the 
faid  day  and  place,  with  Us,  and  the  Prelates* 
Bifhops,  anfl  Peers  aforefaid,  to  trqat  3i$g£&e> 
your  advice  on  the  faid  affairs;  and  this  yo^. are 
in  no  wife  to  omit,  as  you  love  Us,  our  ho- 
nour and  fafety,  and  the  defence  of  the  afore- 
laid  kindom  and  church,  and  the„  difpatch  of  the 
aforefaid  affairs:  witnefs  Ourfelf  at  Weftminfter, 
the  day  of  in  r— •  Year  of  our 

reign. 

3F&  Writ  to  the  Sherif,  on.  a  general  Election, 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  De- 
fender of  the  Faith,  and  £>  forth,  to  the  fteriff 
of  the  county  of  Oxford  greeting.  Whereas,  by 
the  advice  and  aflent  of  our  Council,  for  certain 
arduous  and  urgent  affairs  concerning  Usf  the 
ftate  and  defence  of  our  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  Church,  We  have  ordered  a  cer- 
tain  Parliament  to  be  hblden  at  our  City  of 
Wcftminfter,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  No- 
vember next  enfuing,  and  there  to  treat  and  have 

confe* 


conferetfce  with  the  prelates,    great  iiien,  ah$ 
peers  of  bur  realm,  We  command  and  ftri£Hy 
enjbin  yoii,  that  (proclamation  being  made  of 
the  day  and  place  aforefaid,  in  your  next  coun- 
ty court  to  be  holden  after  the  receipt  of  this 
pur  writ)   two  knights  of  the  moft  fit  and  dif- 
creet  of  the  faid  county,  girt  with  fwords,  and 
of  the*  Univerfity  of  Oxford  two  burgefles, 
and  of  every  city  of  that  county  two  citizens, 
and  of  every  borough  in  the  fame  county  two 
burgefles,   of  the  moft   fufficient  and  difcreetf 
freely  and  indifferently  by  thofe,  who  at  fuck 
proclamation  (hall  be  prefent*  according^  to  the 
form  of  the  ftatutes  in  that  cafe  made  and  pro* 
yided,  you  caufe  to  be  elected;  and  the  names 
of  thofe  knights,  citizens*  and  burgefles,  fo  to 
be  ele&ed,  (whether  they  be  prefent  or  abfent) 
ydu  caufe  to  be  inferted  in  certain  indentures  to 
be  thereupon  made  between  you  and  thofe  who 
;fhall  bd  prefent  at  fuch  election,  and  then  at  the 
.day  and  place  aforefaid  you  caufe  to  come,  in 
ftrch  manner  that  the  faid  knightSj  for  thettir 


*  The  writs  to  the  flieriff  are  all  in  the  fame  form,  ex- 
cept that  in  this,  and  in  that  to  the  fheriff  of  Cambridge-- 
ihire,  there  Ss  a  claufe  for  the  ele&ion  of  members  for  the 
refpe£ive  Univerfities.-—  Dougl.  Hift*  Controv..Ele<a.  450. 

felvcs 
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felves  and  the  commonalty  of  the  fame  county* 
and  the  {aid  citizens  and  burgefles,  for  themfelves 
and  the  commonalty  of  the  faid  Univerfities* 
cities,  and  boroughs  fefpe&ively,  may  have 
from  them  full  and  fufficient  power  to  do  and 
confent  to  thofe  things  which  then  and  there* 
by  the  Common  Council  of  our  faid  kingdom* 
(by  the  bleffing  of  God)  (hall  happen  to  be  or- 
dained upon  the  aforefaid  affairs,  fo  that  for  want 
of  fuch  power,  or  through  an  improvident  elec- 
tion of  the  faid  knights,  citizens,  or  burgefles,' 
the  aforefaid  affairs  may  in  no  wife  remain  un* 
finished ;  willing  nevertheless,  that  neither  you 
nor  any  other  fheriff *  of  this  our  faid  kingdom 

*  This  claufe  feetxis  almoft  decifive  in  favour  of  a  mem* 
ber  who  is  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  being  eligible 
notwithftanding ;  becaufe  an  expelled  member  as  well  as  k 
Iheriff  would  have  been  expreffly  excepted  irt  the  writ*  had 
both  been  ineligible*  It  is  faid,  that  infants  and  women  are 
not  eligible,  and  yet  are  not  excepted  by  the  writ.  True ; 
but  the  feafon  for  the  omiffion  feems  to  be,  that  they  are  ex- 
preffly excepted  by  law,  and  therefore  the  returning  officer 
is  bound  to  take  notice  of  their  ineligibility.  And  though  it 
may  be  argued,  that  even  the  writ  of  ele&ion  does  not  make 
the  law,  however,  it  is  fubmitted,  that  a  claufe  which  has 
exifted  in  the  writ  almoft  ever  fince  the  Parliament  itfelf 
hasexifted,  in  its  prefent  form,  is  certainly  the  moft  fatif- 
fa&ory  evidence  of  the  law.  — —  See  4  Dougl.  iHift.  Coa- 
trov.Eleft.  130. 
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bfe  in  any  wife  elefted,  and  that  the  election  itf 
your  full  county,  fo  made  dtfTinftly  and  openly, 
under  your  feal  and  the  feals  of  thofe  who  fhali 
be  prefent  at  fuch  ele&ion,  you  do  certify  to  Us 
irt  Our  Chancery,  at  the  day  and  place  aforefaid, 
without  delay,  remitting  to  Us  one  part  of  the 
aforefaid  indentures  annexed  to  thefe  prefent;, 
together  with  this  writ.  Witnefr  Ourfelf  at 
Weftffiinfter,  the  firft  day  of  O&ober,  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  Our  reign.  —  Dough  Hift. 
Controv.  l£le&.  448. 

The  Form  of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  appointed  ky 
1  W.  &  M.  ch.  1.  fed.  6. 

I  A.  B.  do  fincerely  promife  and  fwear,  that 
I  will  be  faithful,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  their 
Majefties  King  William  and  Queen  Mary. 

.So  help  me  God. 

The  Form  of  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  appointed 
by  the  fame  ftat.  fe&.  7. 

I  A.  B  do  fwear,  that  I  do  from  my  heart  ab- 
hor, deteft,  and  abjure,  as  impious  and  heretical, 
that  damnable'  doftrine  and  pofition,  That  princes 
excommunicated  or  deprived  by  the  Pope*  or 

any 
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^any  authority  of  the  See  of  Rome,  may  be  de* 
*  pofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjects,  or  any  other 
whatfoever.  And  1  do  declare  that  no  foreign 
princet  perfon,  prelate,  ftate,  or  potentate,  hath* 
or  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdiction,  power,  fu* 
periority,  pre-eminence,  or  authority,  ecclefiaf- 
tical  or  fpiritttal,  within  this  realm. 

So  help  me  God* 

^helForm  of the  Declaration  of  Tefl,  appointed 
by  flat*  30.  ch.  2.  fiat.  2.  ch.  1.  fee.  3. 

I  A.  B.  do  fokmnly  and  fincerely,  in  the 
prefence  of  God,  profefs,  tcftify*  and  declare, 
iThat  I  do  believe  that  in  the  facrament  of  the 
Lord's  flipper,  there  is  not  any  tranfubftantia- 
tion  of  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  into  the 
body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  at  or  after  the  confe- 
cration  thereof  by  any  perfon  whatfoever ;  and 
that  the  invocation  or  adoration  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  or  any  other  f^int,  and  the  facrifice 
of  the  Mafs,  as  they  are  n6w  ufed  in  the 
Church  of  Jiome,  are  fuperftitious  and  idola- 
trous ;  and  I  do  folemnly,  in  the  prefence  of 
God,  profefs,  teftify,  and  declare,  that  I  do 
'make  this  declaration,  and  every  part  thereof, 
in  the  plain  and  ordinary,  fenfe  of  the  words 
read  unto  me,  as  they  are  commonly  nnderftood 

by 
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Englifli  Proteftants,  without  any  evafion,  equU 
vocation,  or  mental  refervation  whatfoever, 
and  whhout  any  difpenfation  already  granted 
me  for  this  purpofe  by  the  Pope,  or  any  other 
authority  or  perfon  whatfoever,  or  without  any 
hope  of  any  fuch  difpenfation  from  any  perfon 
or  authority  whatfoever,  or  without  thinking 
that  I  am  or  may  be  acquitted  before  God  or 
man,  or  abfolved  of  this  declaration,  or  any 
part  thereof  although  the  Pope  or  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons,  or  power  whatfoever,  fhould 
difpenfe  with  or  annul  the  fame,  or  declare  that 
it  was  null  or  void  from  the  beginning. 

tfhe  Form  of  the  Declaration  of  Fidelity,  appoint* 
ed  to  be  made  and  fubferibed  by  Quakers,  by 
flat.  8  Geo.  2.  ch.  6.  fee.  1. 

I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  and  fincerely  promifc 
and  declare,  That  I  will  be  true  and  faithful  to 
King  George,  and  do  folemnly,  fincerely,  and 
truly  profefs,  teftify  and  declare,  That  1  do 
from  my  heart  abhor,  deteft  and  renounce,  as 
impious  and  heretical,  that  wicked  doftrine  and 
pofition,  That  princes  excommunicated  or  de- 
prived by  the  Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  See 
of  Rqme,  may  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their 

D  d  fubjefts 
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fubje&s,  or  any  other  whatfocvcr.  And  I  do 
declare,  that  no  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate, 
ftate,  or  potentate,  hath  or  ought  to  have  any 
power,  jurifdi&ion,  fuperiority,  pre-eminence,  or 
.  authority,  ecckfiaftical  or  fpiritual,  within  this 
realm, 

-  *£he  Form  of  the  Oath  of  Abjuration,  as  altered  by 
flat,  i  Geo.  flat.  2.  ch.  13.  fe&.  1.  to  be  taken 
after  the  Demife  of  Styeen  Anne,  and  as  the 
fame  is  now  to  be  taken. 

I  A.  B.  do  truly  and  fincerely  acknowledge, 
profefs,  teftify,  and  declare  in  my  confcience, 
before  God  and  the  world,  that  oiir  Sovereign 
Lord  King  George  is  lawful  and  rightful  King 
of  this  realm,  and  all  other  his  Majcfty's  domi- 
nions  and  countries  thereunto  belonging.     And 

:  I  do  folemnly  and  fincerely  declare,  that  I  do 
believe  in  my  confcience,  that  the  perfon  pre- 
tended to  be  Prince  of  Wales  during  the  life  of 
the  late  King  James,  and  fince  his  deceafe  pre- 
tended to  be,  and  taking  upon  himfelf  the  ftile 

.  and  title  of  King  of  England,  by  the  name  of 
James  the  Third,  or  of  Scotland,  by  the  name 
of  James  the  Eighth,  or  the  ftile  and  title  of 

•  King  of  Great  Britain,  bath  not  any  right  or 

title 
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title  wbatfocver  to  the  crown  of  this  realm,  of 
aijy  other  the  dominions  thereto  belonging  ; 
and  I  do  renounce,  refufe,  and  abjure  any  alle* 
giance  or  obedience  to  him.  And  1  do  fwear, 
that  I  will  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  his 
Majefty  King  George,  and  him  will  defend  to 
the  utmoft  of  my  power,  againft  all  traiterous 
confpiracies  and  attempts  whatfoever  which 
ihall  be  made  againft  his  perfon,  crown,  or  dig- 
nity. And  I  will  do  my  utmoft  endeavour  te 
difclofe  and  make  known  to  his  Majefty  and  his 
fucceffors,  all  treafohs  and  traiterous  confpira- 
cies which  I  (hall  know  to  be  againft  him,  or 
any  of  them.  And  do  faithfully  promife  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power  to  fupport,  maintainf  an4 
defend  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  againft  him, 
the  faid  James,  and.  all  other  perfons  whatfo- 
ever;  which  fucceffion,  by  an  aft,  intitledf 
u  An  Aft  for  the  further  Limitation  of  the 
«••  Crown,  and  better  fecuring  the  Rights  and 
"  Liberties  of  the  Subjeft,"  is,  and  ftands  li- 
mited to  the  Princefs  Sophia,  Electorefs  and 
Duchefs  Dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs 
of  h$r  body,  being  Proteftants:  and  all  thefe 
things  I  do  plainly  and  fincerely  acknowledge 
and  fwear,  according  to  thefe  exprefs  words  by 
me  fpoken,  and  according  to  the  plain  and  com- 
D  d  z  A     mon 
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mon  fcnfc  and  underftanding  of  tbc  fame  words, 
Without  any  equivocation,  mental  evafion,  or 
leciret  refer vation  whatfoever:  and  I  do  make 
this  recognition,  acknowledgment,  abjuration, 
renunciation,  and  promife,  heartily,  willingly, 
and  truly,  upon  the  true  faith  of  a  Chriftian. 

'  ♦  So  help  me,  God 

The  Form  in  which  tlie  Efefi  of  the  Abjuration  is 
to  be  taken  by  Quakers,  appointed  by  flat.  8. 
Geo.  ch.  6.  fed.  i. 

I  A.  B.  do  folemnly,  lincefely,  and  truly  ac- 
knowledge, profefs,  teftify,*  and  declare,  that 
King  George  is  lawful  and  rightful  King  of  this 
realm,  and  of  all  other  his  dominions  and  coun- 
tries thereunto  belonging:* and  I  do -folemnly 
and  fincefely  declare,  that  I  do  believe  the  per- 
fbh  pretending  to  be  the  Prince  of  Wales,  during 
the  life  of  the  late  King  James/  arid  fince  his 
deceafe  pretending  to  be,  and  taking  upon  him- 
felf  the  ftile  and  title  of  the  King  of  England, 
by  the  name  of  James  the  Third,  or  of  Scot* 
land,  by  the  name  of  James  the  Eighth,  t>r  the 
ftile  and  title  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  hath 
not  any  right  or  title  whatfoever  to  the  crowft 
of  this  realm,   nor  any  other  the  dominions 

"  there* 
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thereunto  belonging:  and  I  do  renounce  and 
refufe  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  him  :   and- 
I  do  folemniy   promife,    that  I  will   be  true* 
and  faithful,  and  hear  true  allegiance  to  King: 
George,  and  to  him  will  be  faithful  againft  all. 
traitorous  confpiracies  and  attempts  whatfoever* 
which  fhall  be  made  againft  his  perfon,  crown, 
or  dignity ;  and  I  will  da  my  beft  endeavour  to 
difclofe  and  make  known  to  King  George,  and 
his  fucceffors,  all  treafons  and  traiterous  confpi- 
racies which  I  (hall  know  to  be  againft  him  pr 
any  of  them  :  and  I  will  be  true  and  faithful  to 
the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  againft  him,  the 
{aid  James,  and  all  other  perfons  whatsoever,  as 
the  fame  is  and  ftands  fettled  by  an  aft,  intitled, 
"An  Aft:  declaring  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of 
"  the  Subjefts,  and  fettling  the  Succeffion  of 
*'..  the  Crown"  to  the  late  Queen- Atoie,  and  the 
heirs  of  her  body,  being  Proteftants:  and  as  the 
fame,  by  one  other  aft,  intitled,   "  An  Aft  for 
u  the  further  Limitation  of  the  Crown,  and 
"  better  fecuring  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the* 
"  Subjeft,"  is,  and  ftands  fettled  and  in  tailed,  - 
after  the  deceafe  of  the  ftid  late  Queen,  and  for 
default  of  iffue  to  the  faid  late  Queen,  to  the 
late  Princefs  Sophia,    Eleftorefs  and  Duchefs 
Dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs  of  her  bo- 
D  d  3  dy, 
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dy,  being  Proteftants :  and  all  theffe  things  I  dd, 
plainly  anJ  fincerely  acknowledge,  promife,  and 
declare,  according  to  thefe  exprefs  words  by  me 
fpoken,  and  according  to  the  plain  and  common, 
fenfe  and  tinderftanding  of  the  fame  words, 
without  any  equivocation,  mental  evafion,  or, 
fecret  refervation,  whatfoever :  and  I  do  tnsk$ 
this  recognition,  acknowledgment,  renunciation,, 
atad  promife,  heartily,  willingly  and  ttuly, 

The  Form  appointed  by  flat.  $  Geo,  ch,  6.  fe&.  1, 
in  which  the  EffeSt  of  the  Freeholder's  Oath  is 
to  be  adminiflered  to  Quakers. 

I  A.  B.  do  folemnly,  fincerely,  and  truly, 
declare  and  affirm. 

tfhe  Liveryman's  Oath,  appointed  by  11  Ceo, 
ch.  18.  fed,  u 

You  do  fwear  that  you  are  a  freeman  of  Lon- 
don, and  a  liveryman  of  the  company  of 
aftd  fo  have  been  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  calendar 
months;  and  that  the  place  of  your  abode  is  at 
in  and  that  you  have  not 

polled  at  this  ele&ion. 

So  help  you,  God* 
Yhe 


C  407  3 

tfhe  EleBor's  Oath  to  be  taken  by  2  Geo.   z. 
ch.  24.  fe&.  i. 

I  A.  B.  do  fwear  (or,  being  one  of  the  people, 
called  Quakers,  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  affirm)  I 
have  not  received,  or  had  by  myfelf,  or  any 
perfon  whatfoevcr  in  truft  for  me,  or  for  my 
ufe  and  benefit,  dire&ly  or  indire&ly,  any 
fum  or  fums  of  money,  office,  place,  or  em- 
ployment, gift  or  reward,  or  any  promife  or 
fecurity  for  any  money,  office,  employment,  or 
gift,  in  order  to  give  my  vote  at  this  election ; 
and  that  1  have  not  before  been  polled  at  this 
election. 


The  Freeholder's  Oath  appointed  by  18  Geo.  2. 
ch.  i8.  feft.  1. 

You  (hall  fwear,  (or,  being  one  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  you  (hall  folemnly  affirm)  that 
you  iare  a  freeholder  in  the  county  of 
and  have  a  freehold  eftate,  confifting  of 
(fpccifying  the  nature  of  fdch  freehold  eftate, 
whether  mefluage,  land,  rent,  tythe,  or  what* 
elfe ;  and  if  fuch  freehold  eftate  confifts  in  mef- 
fuages,  lands,  or  tithes,  then  fpecifying  in  whofe 
D  d  4  occu^ 


\ 


[    40*    ] 

occupation  the  fame  are ;  and  if  in  rents,  then 
fpecifying  the  names  of  the  owners  or  pofleflbrs. 
of  the  lands  or  tenements  out  of  which  fuch 
rent  is  ifTuing,  or  of  fome  or  one  of  them) 
lying  or  being  at  in  the  county  of 

of  the  clear  yearly  yalue  of  forty  (hillings,  over 
and  above  all  rents  and  *  charges  payable  put 
of  or  in  refpeft  of  the  fame ;  and  th^t  you  have 
been  in  the  a&ual  poffeflion  or  receipt  of  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof,  for  your  own  ufe, 
above  twelve  calendar  months,  or  that  the  fame 
came  to  you  within  the  time .  aforefaid,  by  de- 
fcent,  marriage,  marriage  fettlement,  devife,  os 
promotion  to  a  benefice  in  a  church,  or,'  by 
promotion  to  an  office ;  and  that  fuch  freehold 
eftate  has  not  been  granted  or  made  to  you 
fraudulently,  on  purpofe  to  qualify  you  to  giy<l 
your  vote ;  and  that  the  place  of  your  abode  is 
at  in  and  that 

ygu  are  twenty-one  years  of  age,  as  you  be-r 
lieve ;  and  that  you  have  not  been  polled  before 
at  this  eleftion. 

*  No  public  or  parliamentary  tax,  church  or  parifli  rate, 
or  any  other  tax  to  be  afiefled  upon  any  county  or  divifion, 
fhall  be  deemed  any  charge  payable  out  of  any  freehold 
eftate  within  the  meaning  of  this  oath  or  affirmation. — Id. 
fe&  6.  . 

The 
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fthe  Freeholder's  Oath  for  Cities  and  ^owns,  ap- 
pointed by  19  Geo.  2.  ch.  28.  feft.  1. 

You  (hall  fwear,  (or,  being  a  Quaker,  you 
(hall  folemnly  affirm)  that  you  have  a  freehold 
eftate,  confifting  of  (fpeeifying 

,  the  nature  of  fuch  freehold  eftate,  whether  mef- 
fuage,  land,  rent,  tythe,  or  what  elfe ;  and  if 
fuch  freehold  eftate  confifts  in  meilbages,  lands* 
or  tithes,  then  fpeeifying  in  whofe  occupation 
the  fame  are;  and  if  rent,  then  fpeeifying  the 
names  of  the  owners  or  poffeffbrs  of  the  lands  or 
tenements  out  of  which  fuch  rent  is  iffuing,  or 
of  fome  tor  one  of  them)  lying  or  being  in  tjie 
city  and  county,  or  town  and  county,  (as  the 
fume  may  be)  of ,    •  of  the  clear  yearly 

value  of  forty  fhillings,  over  and  above  all  rents 
and  charges  payable  out  of  or  in  refpeft  of  the 
fame;  and  that  you  have  been  in  the  aftual  pof- 
feffion  or  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits  there- 
of, for  your  own  ufe,  above  twelve  calendar 
months;  or  that  the  fame  came  to  you  within' 
the  time  aforefaid,  by  defcent,  marriage,  mar- 
riage fettlement,  devife,  or  promotion  to  a  be- 
nefice in  a  church,  or  by  promotion  to  an  b£., 
£ce ;  and  that  fuch  freehold  eftate  has  not  been. 

granted 
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granted  or  made  to  you  fraudently,  on  purpofe 
to  qualify  you  to  give  your  vote ;  and  that  the^ 
place  of  your  abode  is  at  in 

and  that  you  are  twenty- one  years  of  age,  as  you 
believe;  and  that  you  have  not  been  polled  be- 
fore at  this  ele&ion. 

Writ  for  new   EleStion  of  one  Citizen  for  the 
City  of  Weftminfter. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  To  our  fheriff  of 
the  county  of  M.  greeting.  Whereas  Sir  P. 
W.  Knight,  of  the  moft  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath,  was  lately  chofen  one  of  the  citizens 
for  the  city  of  W.  in  your  county,  for  our 
prefent  Parliament,  fummojied  to  be  holden  at 
our  city  of  W,  the  day  of 

in  the  J  year  of  our  reign,  and  from 

thence  by  our  feveral  writs  prorogued  to  and 
until  the'  day  of  in  the  fame 

year,  on  which  day  our  faid  Parliament  was 
begun  and  held,  and  from  thence  by  feveral 
adjournments  and  prorogations  was  adjourned 
jtnd  prorogued  unto  the 

jay  of  and  there  now  holden :    and 

whereas  * 
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whereas  the  faid  Sir  P.  W.  being  fo  chofen  a 
citizen  for  the  faid  city  as  aforefaid,  is  fince 
dead,  as  by  a  letter  of  our  right  trufty  and  well* 

beloved  counfellor  Sir  - — ,  fpeaker  of  our 

lower  Houfe  of  Parliament,  more  fully  and 
plainly  appears,  by  means  whereof  our  fubjefts 
of  the  faid  city  are  deprived  of  one  citizen  to 
treat  for  the  benefit  of  the  fame  city  in  out 
laid  Parliament :  Neyerthelefs,  We  being  un-. 
willing,  that  the  commonalty  of  our  kingdom 
in  our  faid  Parliament  aflembled,  to  treat  of 
bufinefs  concerning  Us,  the  ftate  and  defence 
of  our  kingdom  and  the  church,  from  the  afore- 
faid  caufe  (ho U Id  be  diminished  or  leffened, 
whereby  thofe  affairs  may  not  have  a  due  end, 
We  command  you,  that  in  the  place  of  Sir  P„ 
W.  withjfi  the  city  aforefaid,  one  other  fit  and 
difcrect  citizen  of  the  aforefaid  city  (proclama^ 
tion  being  firft  made  of  the  premifes,  and  of  the 
day  and  place)  freely  and  indifferently,  by  thofe 
who  fhall  be  prefent  at  the  proclamation,  ac- 
cording to  the  fortn  <?f  the  ftatute  in  that  cafe 
made  and  provided,  you  caufe  to  be  ele&ed,  and 
the  name  of  fuch  citizen  (whether  at  the  faid 
eleftion  he  fhall  be  prefent  or  abfent)  to  be  in* 
ferted  in  certain  indentures  to  be  thereupon  made 
between  you  and  them,  who  (hall  be  prefent  at 

fuch 
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fuch  ele&ion,  and  to  caufc  him  to  come  to  the 
faid  Parliament,  fo  that  the  fame  citizen,  fo  to 
be  defied,  may  have  full  power  and  fufficient 
authority,  for  himfelf  and  the  commonalty  of  the 
aforefaid  city,  to  do  and  confent  to  thofe  things 
which  in  our  Parliament  aforefaid,  by  the  com- 
mon-council of  our  realm,  (by  the  bleffings  of 
God)  (hall  happen  to  be  ordained  upon  the 
afore&id  affairs ;  willing,  neverthelefs,  that  nei- 
ther you  nor  any  other  *  flieriff  in  this  our 
kingdom  in  any  wife  be  elefted,  and  the  elec- 
tion fo  made,  diftinftly  and  openly  under  your 
feal,  and  the  feals  of  them  who  (hall  be  prefent 
at  fuch  ele&ion,  certify  unto  us  in  our  chancery 
forthwith,  remitting  to  us  one  part  of  the  afore* 
faid  indentures  ^annexed  to  thefe  prcfents,  toge- 
ther with  this  writ.  Witnefs  ourfelf  at  Weft- 
minder,  the  day  of 
in  the                            year  of  our  reign. 

Yorke  and  Yorkc. 

Wrote  upon  the  label  to  the  faid  writ  as  follow- 
ing, viz. 

To  the  flieriff  of  the  county  of  M.  A  Writ 
for  a  new  ele&iqn  of  one  citizen  for  the  city  of 
ofW.  Yorke  and  Yorke. 

The 

*  Sec  Page  398. 
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The  execution  of  this  writ  appears  in  certain 
fchedules  hereunto  annexed. 


R.  S.  Efq; 

and 
S.  L.  Efq; 


Sheriff. 


Precept  from  Sheriff  of  M.  to  the  Bailiff  of  W. 
for  the  Ele&ion  of  one  Citizen  for  the  f aid  City. 

Middlefex,  Sir  C.  A.  Knight,  and  Sir  R.  G. 
Knight,  (heriffof  the  faid  county,  to  the  bailiff 
of  the  liberty  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the 
collegiate  chtfrch  of  St.  Peter,  at  W.  ii)  the  faid 
county,  greeting.  Know,  that  I  have  received 
a  certain  writ  of  our  Lord  the  King  to  me  di- 
re&ed,  the  tenor  whereof  followeth,  [here  fol- 
lows the  writ  verbatim]  and  becaufe  the  execution 
of  the  laid  writ  belongs  to  you,  therefore  by  vir- 
tue of  the  faid  writ,  I  require  you,  that  you  forth- 
with caufe  a  citizen  to  be  ele&ed  for  the  faid  city  in 
the  place  of  the  faid  P.  W.  according  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  faid  writ ;  and  how  this  my  war- 
rant (hall  be  executed,  you  (hall  make  known  to 
me,  immediately  after  the  (aid  eledion  made,  fo 
that  I  may  certify  the  fame,  together  with  the 
faid  writ,  and  this  precept  return  to  our  Lord 

the 
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thfi  King,  in  his  chancery  forthwith.  Hereof 
fail  not:  this  is  your  warrant.  Given  under 
the  feal  of  my  office,  dated  the  day  of 

one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 

The  execution  of  this  precept  appears  in  a  certain 
fchedule  hereunto  annexed. 

J.  C  Efq;  Bailiff 

2%e  Indenture  of  EkBiotu 

This  Indenture  iqade  in  the  liberty  pf  W.  ia 
the  county  of  M.  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  the  reign,  &c.  between  Sip 

C.  A.  knt,  and  §ir  R.  G.  knjt.  fhsriff  of  the 
county  of  M.  aforefaid,  of  the  one  part,  &nd  J. 
C.  efq.  bailiff  of  the  liberty  of  the  dean  and 
.chgptejr  of  the  collegiate  church  of  St  Peter's  W." 
in  the  county  aforefaid,  Sir  J.  C  bar*.  Sir  R*  G* 
;bart.  Sir  C.  D.  knight  of  the  moft  honourable 
.prder  of  the  Bath,  the  Hon.  W<  L,  G.  F.  S.  R* 
.bfirt.  the  Right  Hon.  F.  H.  coraiqpnly  called 
kord  Vifcount  D.E.  F.  ,a«4N.  H.  efqrs;  F.  F. 
,$fq;  Sir  W.  I,  bart.  C.  B.  efq;  J.  G.  efq;, and 
many  other  citizens,  burgeffes,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  city,  town  and  boroygh  of.  W,  of  the 

other 
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other  part,  witnefleth,  that  by  virtue  of  a  cer- 
tain precept  directed  from  the  faid  fheriff  to  the 
bailiff;  and  fewed  to  this  indenture,  (proclama- 
tion of  the  premifes  in  faid  precept  firft  mention- 
ed, and  of  the  day  and  place,  as  in  the  faid  pre- 
cept is  directed,  firft  being  made)  the  citizens 
who  were  prefent  at  the  faid  proclamation,  have 
freely  and  indifferently,  according  to  the  form 
of  the  ftatute  in  that  cafe  made  and  provided, 
and  according  to^  the  tenor  and  effeft  of  the 
aforefaid  precept,  and  of  the  writ  in  the  faid  pre- 
cept recited,  chofen  one  citizen  of  the  mod:  dif- 
creet  and  fufficient  of  the  city  and  liberty  afore- 
faid, (that  is  to  fay)  the  Honourable  E.  C^  efq; 
to  which  faid  E.  C.  fo  elefted,  the  aforefaid  citi- 
zens have  given  and  granted  full  and  fufficient 
power  for  themfelves  and  the  commonalty  of 
the  city,  town,'  borough,  and  liberty  aforefaid, 
to  do  and  confent  to  thofe  things  which  at  the 
faid  Parliament,  by  the  common  council  of  the 
faid  kingdom,  (with  God's  afliftance)  fhaU  hap- 
pen to  be  ordained  upon  the  affairs  in  the  faid 
precept  fpecified,  according  to  the  form  and  ef- 
feft of  the  faid  precept.  In  witnefs  whereof,  as 
well  the  faid  (heriff  as  the  aforefaid  bailiff,  citi* 
zens,  burgefles,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
town,  borough,  and  liberty  aforefaid,'  to  ihefe 

indeu- 
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indentures  their  -Teals  have  interchangeably  putt 
the  clay  and  year  firft  above  mentioned. 


Hie  Form  of  the  Candidates  Oath  to  be  taken  (if 
required)  by  Stat.  9  Ann.  ch.  5,  fee.  5. 

I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  I  truly,  and  bonafde, 
have  fuch  an  eftate  in  law  or  equity,  to  and  for 
my  own  ufe  and  benefit  of  or  in  lands,  Tene- 
ments or  hereditaments,  (over  and  above  what 
will  fatisfy  and  clear  all  incumbrances  that  may 
affeft  the  fame)  of  the  annual  value  of  fix  hun- 
dred, pounds,,  above  reprizes,  as  doth  qualify  me. 
to  be  ele&ed  and  returned  to  ferve  as  a  member 
for  the  county  of  ,  according,  to  the 

tenor  and  true  meaning  of  the  ad  of  Parliament . 
in  that  behalf;  and  that  my  (aid  lands,  tenements 
or  hereditaments,  are  lying  or  being  within  the 
parifli,  town(hip,  or  precinft  of 
or  in  the  feveral  parifhes,  town/hips,  or  precinfts 
of  in  the  county  of 

or  in  the  feveral  counties  of 
.(as  the  cafe  may  be.) 

The  like  oath  (mutatis  mutandis)  as  to  the 
value  of  three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  taken  by 
candidates  for  a  city,  borough,  &c. 

Oath 
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Oath  of  the  Members,  appointed  to  be  taken  hf  33 
Geo.  2.  ch.  zof  fee.  1. 

I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  L  truly,  and  bona  fide, 
have  fuch  an  eftate  in  law  or  equity,  and  of 
fuch  value,  and  to  and  for  my  pwn  ufe  and  be- 
nefit, of  or  in  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, over,  and  above  what  will  fatisfy  and 
clear  all  incumbrances  that  may  affeft  the  fame, 
as  doth  qualify  me  to  be  ele&ed  and  returned  to 
ferve  as  member  for  the  place  I  am  returned  for, 
according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  the 
acts  of  Parliament  in  that  behalf ;  and  that  fuch 
lands,  tenements^  or  Hereditaments,  do  lie  as 
defcribed  in  the  paper  or  account  figned  by  me, 
and  now  delivered  to  the  clerk  df  the  Honfc  of 
Commons* 

So  help  me,  God« 

Account  to  bejtgnedby  every  Member,  by  Stat.  33 
Geo.  2,  ch.  20. 

1  A.  B.  of;  am  really  and  bona 

jide*  feifed  of  an  annuity  or  rent-charge,  for  my 

own  ufe  anfl  benefit,-  of  the  clear  yearly  vaiue 

of  forty  (hillings,  above,  all  rents  and  charges 

-./.■-  *         Ee  payable 


:?*r 
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payable  out  of  the  fame,  wholly  iffuing  out  of 
freehold  lands/  tenements/  and  hereditaments, 
belonging  toC  D."of-  fituate,  lying, 

and  being  in  the  pari(h,  townfhip  or  place,  or 
in  the  parifhes'townffiips,  or  places  of  E.  in  the 
county  of  *  *  without  any  truft, 

agreement,  matter  or  thing,  to  the  contrary  not- 
Vvithftanding;  and  I,  or  the  perfon  or  perfbiis 
under  whom  I  claim,  was  or  were  feifed  of  the 
faid  annuity  or  rent-charge,  before  the  firft  dajr 
of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  andfixty- 
'three.' 

•t  By  the    K  I  ,*l  Gf 

#  ...» 

*  Proclamation  for  electing .  two  of  the  ftcteen 

Peers  for  Scotland* 

GEORGE  R. 

Whereas  J.  Ead  of  M.  ,aiid  J.  Earl  of  H. 
Vho  were  duly  eleAed  and  returned  to  be  two 
of  the  fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland,  to  fit  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  in  tbe.prefent  Parliament  of 


*   This  mutatis  mutandis  will  do  for  the  Proclamation  on 
the  call  of  a  new  Parliament. 

Great 
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*  f 

Great  Britain,  are  fincc  deceafed;  in  order  to 
the  elc&ing  two  other  Peers  of  Scotland,  to  fit 
in  their  room,  We  dof  by  the  advice  of  our 
Privy  Council,  ifllie  forth  this  proclamation, 
ftri&ly  charging  and  commanding  all  the  Peers 
of  Scotland,  to  affemble  and  meet  at  Holy-rood 
Houfe,  in  Edinburgh,  on  Thurfday  the  firft  day 
of  Oftober  next,  between  the  hours  of  twelve 
and  two  in  the  afternoon,  to  nominate  and 
choofe  two  other  Peers  of  Scotland,  to  fit  and 
vote  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  of  this  prefent  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  in  the  room  of  the 
faid  James  Earl  of  Moray,  and  John  Earl  of 
Hyndford,  deceafed,  by  open  ele&ion  and  plu- 
rality of  voices  of  the  Peers  that  (hall  then  be 
prefent,  and  of  the  proxies  of  fuch  as  (hall  be 
abfent,  (fuch  proxies  being  Peers)  and  prod uc* 
ing  a  mandate,  in  writing,  duly  figned  before 
witnefles,  and  both  conftituent  and  prQxy  being 
qualified  according  to  law/  And  the  Lord 
Clerk  Rcgifter,  or  fuch  two  of  the  principal 
clerks  of  the  feffion  as  (hall  be  appointed  by 
him  to  officiate  in  his  same,  are  hereby  re- 
fpe&ively  required  to  attend  fuch  meeting,  and 
to  adminifter  the  oaths  required  by  law  to  be 
taken  there  by  the  faid  Peers,  and  to  take  their 
votes,  and  immediately  after  fuch  election 
£  e  %  made, 


made,  and  duly  examined,  to  certify  the  names 
of  the  Peers  fo  elected,  and  (igo  and  atteft  the 
fame  in  the  preienoe  of  .tfie  faid  Peers  the'tta* 
tors ;  and  to  return  fuch  certificate  i*to  ou? 
High  Courf:  of  Chancery  of  Great  Britain* 
And  we  do  ftrktly  charge  and  coipmand,  that 
this  proclamation  be  duly  published  at  the  Mar- 
ket Crofs  of  Edinburgh,  and  in  all  the  county 
towns  in  Scotland,  twenty-five  days  at  leaft 
before  the  time  hereby  appointed  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  faid  Peers,  to  proceed  qn  fwh  /dec- 
tion. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  Jameses,  the 
fifth  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-four,  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  our  reign.  : 

\       GOD  lave  the  KtNG. 

flic  Formula  appointed  by  JS  *f  Pariidmnt, 
v    made  8  ££  9  Scit  WM  3  in  ScQtlaad^  « 


I  A.  B.  do  fincerely,  from  my  heart*  profefs 
and  declare  before  "God,  who  fearcheth  the 
heart,  that  I  do  deny,  difown,  and  abhor  thefe 
tenets  and  doctrines  of  the  Papal  Romifh  church, 
viz.  the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope  and  Bifhop  of 

Rome, 
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Rome,  over  all  paftors  of  the  Catholic  church, 
his  power  and  authority  oveir  Kings,  Princes, 
and  States,  and  the  infallibility  that  he  pretends 
to,  either  without  or  with  a  general  council, 
his  power  of  difpenfing  arid  pardoning,  the 
doctrine  of  tranftibftantUtion,  and  the  corporal 
prefenee;  with  the  cotamuniort  withdut  the 
cup  in  the  facratnerit  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  the 
adbration  and  facrifice  profelfed  ami  practifed 
hy  the  Popi(h  church  in  the  mafs,  the  invoca- 
tion of  angels  and  faints,  the  worshipping  of 
images*  croflev  and  relieks,  the  doctrine  of  fu- 
pfrerogatwn,  indulgences^  and  purgatory,  and 
the  fervice  ami  worfhip  in  an  unknown  tongue : 
all  which  tenets  and  doctrines  of  the  faid  church, 
I  believe  to  be  contrary  to,  and  inconfiftent 
with,  the  written  word  of  God ;  and  1  do  from 
my  heart  deny,  difown,  and  dtfclakn,  ihe  faid 
doctrines  and  tenets  of  the  church  6f  Rome,  as 
in  the  prefenee  of  God,  without  any  equivoca- 
tion or  mental  refervation,  but  .according  to 
the  known  and  plain  meaning  of  the  words, 
as  to  njc  offered  and  propofed. 

So  help  me,  God, 
Eej  The 
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The  Freeholders  Oath  in  Scotland,  appointed  by 
7  Geo.  2.  ch.  1 6.  feet.  2. 

I  A*  B.  do  in  the  prefence  of  God  declare 
and  fwear,  that  the  lands  and  cftate  of 
for  which  I  claim  a  right  to  vote  in  the  elec*  - 
tion  of  a  member  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  this 
county   or  Stcuartpy,    is  actually  in  ray  pof- 
feffion,  and  do  really  and  truly  belong  to  me, 
and  is  my  own  proper  eftate,  and  is  not  con-, 
veyed  to  me  in  truft,  or  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  ' 
other  -perfon  whatfpever ;    and  that  neither  I, 
nor  any  perfon  to  my  knowledge,  in  my  name, 
or  on  my  account,  or  by  my  allowance,  hath* 
given,  or  intends  to  give,  any  promife,  obliga- 
tion, bond,  back-bond,  or  other  fecurity  what- 
foever,  other  than  appears  from  the  tenor  and 
contents  of  the  title,  upon  which  I  now  claim 
a  right  to  vote,  direftly  or  indireftly,  for  re-- 
difpofing  or  re-conveying  the  faid lands  {and1>a 
cftate  in  any  masher  of  way  whatfoever,  or  fop 
making  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  forthcom- 
ing, to  the  ufe  or  benefit  of  the  perfon  from 
whom  I  have  acquired  the  faid  eftate,  or  any 
other  perfon  whatfoever ;  and  that  my  title  to 
tlif  faid  lands  and  eftate  1$  not  nominal  or  fictiti- 
ous, 
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ous,  created  or  referved  in  me,  in  order  to  en- 
able me  to  vote  for  a  member  io  ferve  in  Fariia* 
ment ;  but  that  the  fame  is  a  true  and  real 
cftate  in  me,  for  my  own  ufe  and  benefit,  and 
for  the  ufe  of  no  other  perfon  whatfoever ;  and 
that  this  is  the  truth  as  I  '(hall  anfwer  to  God* 


<Ihe  Oath  of  the  EleStors  of  Towns  in  Scotland, 
appointed  by  1 6  Geo.  z.  ch.  u.  fe&.  34, 

I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I  have  not 
dire&Jy  br  indire&ly,  by  way  of  loan,  or  other 
device  whatfoever,  received  any  fum  or  fums  of 
money,' office,  place,  employment,  gratuity,  or 
reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  any  pro- 
inife  of*  any  fum  or  fums  of  money,  office^ 
place,  employment,  or  gratuity  whatfoever,  ei- 
ther  by  myfelf  or  any  other,  to  my  ufe  or  bene* 
fit,  or  advantage,  or  to  the  ufe,  benefit,  or  ad- 
vantage of  the'cfty  or  borough  of  tfhfch  I  am 
magiftrate*  qounfellor,  or  burgcfs,  in  order  to 
give  my  vote  at  this  ele&ion. 

So  help  me,  God. 


Ee  4  ¥hd 
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The  Common  CkrVs  Oath  h  Scotland  appointed 
by  i6Geo.  2.  du  i,ii  {&.  $$.' 

I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwcar,  that  I  have  ijpt 
dirc&ly  or  indire&ly,  by  way  of  loan,  or  other 
device  whatfoever,  received  any  fum  or  fupas  of 
money,  office,  place,  employment,  gratuity,  of 
reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  any  pro* 
mife  of  any  fum  or  fum$  .of.  money,,  office, 
place,  employment,  or  gratuity  whatfoever,  ei- 
ther by  myfelf  or  any  other,  to  my  ufe  or  bene- 
fit,*'or  advantage,  to  make  oqt  any  poinmiiEp^ 
for  a  coramifliontr  for  chufing  a  burgefs ;  and 
that  I  will  duly  make  out  a  commiflfton  to  the 
commiflioner  who  fhall  be  chofeh  by  the.  taajo- 
rity  of  the  Towq  Council  affeipbled,  and  to  no 
other  perfon. 

Sp  help,  me,  QodJ 

Qaih  of  the  CUrk  of  tU pre/Ming  Morough -fa 
Scotland,  of  pointed  by  16  Geo.  3.  ch.  it« 
fee*.  35. 

I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwcar,  that  I  have  not 
dire&ly  or  indireftly,  by  way  of  loan,  or  other 
device  whatfoever,  received  any  fum  or  fnms  of 
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money,  office,  place,  employment,  gratuity,  of 
reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  any  pro- 
mife  of  any  fum  or  fums  of  money,  office* 
,plaee,  employment,  or  gratuity  whatfoever,  ei-. 
ther  by  myfelf  or  any  other,  to  my  ufe,  bene-, 
(it,  or  advantage,  to  make  any  return  at  this 
election  of  a  member  to  ferve  in  Parliament ;  and 
that  I  will  return  to  the  (heriff  or  fleward,  the 
perfon  elected  by  the  major  part  of  the  com* 
miflioners  affembled,  whofe  commtffions  are  au- 
thenticated by  the  fubfcription  of  the  common 
clerk,  and  common  feal,  of  the  refpective  bo* 

roughs  of  this  diftrift. 
;:-  So  help  me,  God, 

»  -*•      \  -    ■ 

r>  „\     .••,.!..   . 
Q&h  °f  the  Qfirk  at  EleSlions  for  Counties  in 

Scotland, -appointed  by  16  Qeo.  2v  ch.   iu 

kc%.  37.  ,         . 

I  A-  B.  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  1  have  not 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  way  of  loan,  or  othef 
device  Whatfoever,  received  any  fum  or  fums  of 
money,  office,  place,  or  employment,  gratuity 
or  reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  any 
promife  of  any  fum  or  fums  of  money,  office, 
place,  employment,  or  gratuity  whatfoever,  by 
inyfelf  or  any  other,  to  my  ufe,  benefit,  or  ad- 
vantage, 
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vantage,  to  take  any  return  at  the  prefent  elcc* 
tiori  of  a  member  to  ferve  in  Parliament ;  and 
that  I  will  return  to  the  fheriff  or  fteward,  the 
perfon  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders 
upon  the  roll  made  Up  at  this  election,  and  who 
(hall  be  prefent  and  vote  at  this  meeting. 

So  help  me,  God. 

♦  , 

tte  *  Oath  of  the  Returning  Officer  ±  required  to 
be  taken  by  2  Geo*  2.  c  24.  feet*  3.  . 

I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I  have  not 
directly  or  indirectly,  received  any  fum  or  fums 
of  money,  office,  place,  or  employment,  gra- 
tuity, or  reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  note,  of 
any  promife  or  gratuity  tfhatfoevef,  either  by~ 
myfetf.or  any  other  perfon,  to  my  life,  benefit, 
or  advantage,  for  making  any  return  at  the  pre* 
fenjt  election  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parlia* 
ment ;  and  that  I  will  return  fuch  perfon  or  per-' 
fans  as  (hall,  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  .have  the  majority  of  legal  votes* 

•  *  ...  , 

*  Repealed  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  returning  officer  fti 

Scotland,  16  Geo.  2.  t.  i  1.^/38.     •    "  . 


*fh* 
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%%e  Certificate  to  be  entered  on  Oath  by  Free- 
holders*  &c.  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace %  in 
purfuance  of  flat.  3  Geo.  3.  ch.  24.  fe&.  1. 

I  A.  B.  of  am  really  and  bona  fide 

feifed  of  an  annuity  or  rent  charge  for  my  own 
ufe  and  benefit,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty 
(hillings,  above  all  rents  and  charges  payable  out 
of  the  fame,  wholly  iffuing  out  of  freehold 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  belonging 
to  C.  D.  of  lituate,  lying,  and  being 

in  the  parifh,  townihip,  or  place,  or  in  the  pa- 
riflies,  townihips,  or  places  of  E.  in  the  county 
of  without  any  truft,    agreement, 

matter,  or  thing,  to  the  contrary,  notwithftand- 
iftg;  and  I,  or  the  perfon  or  perfons  under 
whom  I  claim,  was  or  were  feifed  of  the  faid 
annuity  or  rent-charge,  before  the  firft  day  of 
June,  one  thoufend  {even  hundred  and  fixty- 
three* 

fhe  Certificate  to  be  entered  on  Oath  by  Free- 
holders, &c.  with  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace9  in 
purfuance  of  ftat.  3  Geo.  3.  ch.  24.  fe&.  %. 

1  A.  B.  of  arp  really  and  bona  fide' 

feif$d  of  an  annuity  or  rent-charge^  for  my  «wq 

ufe 


life  and  benefit,   of  the.  dear  yearly  value  .of 
forty  fhillings,  above?  all  rents  and  charges  pay- 
able out  of  the  fame,   wholly  ifluing   out  of 
freehold  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  be- 
longing to  C.  P.  of  '  fituate,  lyirjg,  and 
being  in  the  pariih,  townfliip;  or  place,  oc  in 
the  parifhes,  townlhips,  or  places  of 
in  the  couuty  of                    without  any  truft, 
agreement*   matter,    or  thing  to  the  toitfffury 
notwithftanding ;    and  I  became  feifed  of.  tfee 
faid  annuity  or  rent-charge  on  the   —  Day 
of             •  laft  paft,  hy  defeent  or  other  wife  {ps , 
the  cafe  may  happen.} 


pie  Returning  Officer*  Oath*  to  be  Jahm  by  3. 
Geo.  2.  cb.  34.  fe#.  5.   \  .  .   . 

I  A.  B.  do  foleranly  fwear,  that  1  have  jiot, 
flire&ly  nor  indire&ly,  received  any  Turn  or  fttoft 
of  money,  office,  place,  or  employment,  gra- 
tuity or  reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  not$,  or 
qny  promife  or  gratuity  whatfoever*  either  by~ 
myfelf  or  any  other  perfon  to  my  uffc,  or  bene* 
fit,  or  advantage,  for  ihaking  any  return  at  the 
prefent  cle&ion  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  I  Will  return  fuch  perfop  or  per- 

fons 
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Ions  as  frail,  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment,  ap* 
pcanto  me  to  have  the  majority  of  legal  votes. 


.Notice  to  Petitioner  and  fitting  Member ',  of  taking 
into  Confederation  Petition  complaining  of  un- 
due Kleftion  or  Return ;  with  Order  to  attend 

*  the  Hou/e,  purfuant  to  Stat,  10  Geo.  3.  chap* 
\6.fe8t.i. 

Sir  James  Pennyman,  Baftmet,  having  this 
day  preferited  his  petkion,  complaining  that  at 
the  faft  eleflion  of  a  hurgefs  to  ferve  in  Parlia* 
went  for  the  borough  of  Scarborough,  in  the 
county  of  York*  which  began  on  Wednefday  the 
1  ith  day  of  July  laft,  the  petitioner  and  Ralph 
BelU  Efq-  were  candidates,  and  that  the.  fail 
Ralph  Bell  was  then  incapable  of  being  ele&ed 
to  ferve  in  Parliament;  and  that  the  petitioner 
was  at  the  faid  eledVion  duly  chofen  by  a  majo* 
rity  of  legal  votes,  and  ought  to  have  been 
fblely  returned  by  Francis  Coulfon  and  John 
Tresis j  Efquires,  the  then  Bailiffs  and  returning 
officers  of  the  faid  borough ;  neverthelefsf  the 
faid  bailiffs  having  illegally* received  divert  votes 
fcrthe  {did  Ralph  Bell,  from  perfons  who  had 
no.  right  to  vote  in  the  faid  election,  returned 
the  f&id  Ralph  Bell,  and  alfo  the  petitioner,  as 

duly 
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duly  ek&ed  for  the  {aid  borough,  contrary  to 
the  law  requiring  fair  and  free  eledions,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  the  ele&ors,  and  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  petitioner;  arid  the  Houfe 
having  appointed  this  day  fortnight,  at  two  of 
the  clock,  to  take  the  faid  petition  into  confide- 
ration ;  you  are  therefore  to  take  notice,  that  the 
Houfe  will  at  that  time  take  the  fame  petition 
into  coniideration.  Given  under  my  hand 
this  *  15th  day  of  November,  1770. 

Fletcher  Norton*  Speaker, 

To  Sir  Jamei  Pennyman,  Baronet. 

The  like' Notice  to  Ralph  Bell,  Efquire. 

Ordered,  That  James  Pennyman,  Baronet,  dof> 
by  himfelf,  his  counfel,  or  agent,  attend  thii. 
Houfe  upon  this  day  fortnight,  at  two  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon. 

J.  Hajfell.  CI.  Dorti.  Com. 

The  Form  of  the  Oath  by  which  an  Excufe  is  to 
be  verified,  in  purfuance  of  Stat.,  ia  Geo.  3. 
chap.  16-  fed,  10. 

The  matter  alledged    by  you,    and  now 
taken  down  and  read,    as  an  excufe  for  not 

*  Commons  Journal  of  this  Date. 

ferving 
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ferving  on  this  committee,   is  the  truth*     So 
help  you  *  God* 

Oath  to  be  taken  inpurfuattte  of  Stat.  10  Geo.  3. 
c.  1 6.  f.  29, 

You  and  each  of  you  ihall  well  and  trufy  try 
"the  matter  of  the  petition  of  A.  B.  referred  to 
you,  and  a  true  judgment  give,  according  to  the 
evidence.       So  help  you  f  God. 

\The  Speaker's  Notice  that  he  Jhall  iffuehis  War- 
rant for  the  Choice  of  a  Member,  by  Death, 
during  the  Recefs  of  Parliament,  in  purfuancc 
e>/*  Stat.  10  Geo.  3.  c.  41.  and  15  Geo.  3. 
c.  36. 

In  purfuance  of  the  dire&ions  of  an  aft  pafled 
in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign,  of  his  prefent 
Majefty  King  George  the  Third,  intitled,  u  An 
"  Aft  to  enable  the  Speaker  of  the  Haufe  of 
"  Commons  to  iffuc  his  Warrants,  to  make  put 
"  new  Writs  for  the  Choke  of  Members  to 
"  ferve  in  Parliament,  in.  the  room  of  iuch 
."  Members  as  fhall  die  during  the  Recefs  of 
", Parliament;**  I  do  hereby  give  notice,  that 

*  See'Dougl.  Hift*.  cohtrov.  EU&.  "52. 
'f%  DougL  Hift.  contrwr.  Ele&.  54. 

1  -  the 


ftc  death  of  John  Glytm,  *  Efq«  I&te  Member 
of  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Middlefe**  hath 
been  certified  to  me  in  writing,  tinder  the  hands 
of  two  Members  of  Parliament  s  And  that  I 
fhall  ,iflbe  my  warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
to s  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the  ele£ting  of  a 
Knight  of  the  Shire  to  ferve  in  this  pfefent  Par- 
liament for  the  faid  county  of  Middlefex  in  the 
room  of  the  faid  John  Glynn,  *  Efq,  deceafed, 
at  the  end  of  fourteen  days  after  the  infertion  of 
this  notice  in  the  Gazette,  Dated  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  September,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-nTne.         JFI  Norton,  Speaker. 

The  like  Notice  on  a  Vacancy  by  Peerage*  * 

-     In  purfuance  of  the  directions  of  an  act  pafled 

in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 

Majefty  King  George  the  Third,  intitied,  "  An 

44  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  made  in  the 

44  tenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Mat- 

j**  jcfty,  intitied,  An  Act  to  enable  the  Speaker 

44  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  iflue  his  War- 

4#  rants  to  make  out  new  Writs  for  the  Choice 

44  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,   in  the 

-?'  room  of  fuch  Members  as  fhall  die  during  the 

44  Recefs  of  Parliament ;  and  for  enabling  the 

*  Should  not  Etyiire  be  Serjeant  at  Law  ? 

44  Speaker 
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*•  Speaker  of  .the'  Houfe  of  Commons  to  nu&e 
44  out  new  Writs  for  the  Choice  of  Members  to 
44  ferve  in  Parliament,  in  the  room  of.fuch 
>c  Members  as  (hall,  during  the  Jtecefs  of  Par- 
"  liament,  become  Peers  of  Great  Britain,  m& 
44  be  fummoned  to  Parliament;  and  for  fufpend- 
44  ing  the  Execution  of  the  faid  Act  with  refpect 
44  to  the  Borough  of  Shafteftmry  in  the  County 
44  of  Dorfet,  during  the  next  Recefs  of  Par- 
44  liament ;"  I  do  hereby  give  potice,  that  it  hath 
been  certified  to  me  in  writing;  under  the  hands 
of  two  Members  of  Parliament,  that  the  Hon. 
George  Nugent  Grenville,  late  Member  of  Par- 
liament for  the  county  of  Buckingham,  is  be- 
come a  Peer  of  Great  Britain,  and  fummoned  to 
Parliament ;  and  that  I  fhall  iffue  my  warrant 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  make  out  a  new 
writ  for  the  electing  of  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  to 
fcrve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  faid 
county  of  Buckingham,  in  the  room  of  the  faid 
Hon,  George  Nugent  Grenville,  now  a  Peer  of 
Great  Britain,  and  fummoned  to  Parliament  as 
aforefaid,  at  the  end  of  fourteen  days  after  the 
infertion  of  this  notice  in  the  Gazette.  Dated' # 
the  24th  day  of  September,  one  thoufand  feyeii  .£ 
hundred  and  feventy-nin$,  ^ 

Fletcher  Norton,  Speaker. 

Ff  Form 
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T*m  ef  Aff*puni  referred  to  in  "Sue.  2d  Geo.  j, 
c.  1 7.  C  3*  \ 

County  of  N.  to  wit  1     Anaffeffmcntmadeht 


For  the  parifli  of 
in  the  (aid  county. 


.purfuance  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  pafled  in  the 
Year  of  bt$  Majefty's 
Reign,  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majefty  by  a 
Land  Tax,  to  be  raifed  in  Great  Britain,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and 

Sfamei  of  Proprietor*.      Names  of  Occupier*.  Sum*  bStffeA. 

Ji.B.  —    —  Himfelf.    —  ^-.  o  o  6 

AB.  '—    —  C.  D.    —  —  o  6  6 

•£.F. C.i).    -  -r  o  o  o 

CD.  —    —  G. H.    —  —  o  o  © 

and  I     N.O.    —    —     o    o    o 

Z..M.J 

P.  $.    — -    —    <{   and  L  —    -i-    o    o    o 

[r.u.\ 

Signed  this  Day  of 

17  by  us 


f  ?'\  Afieffiw. 

CD.) 


Succeffion 


Succcffion   of  Parliaments, 


Firft  Parliament  fince  the  Reftoratkm. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  ^ Difiblved. 

t  Seffion,  25  April,  x66o  29  December,  1660 

Sir  HARBOTTLE  GRIMSTON,  Bart.  Spttfccr. 


Soccmd,  fmnmoncd  far  8th  May,  '  Mu 


Sat  on  bufinefg. 
1  Seffion,  8  May,  i6it 
a  Seffion,  18  Feb.  1662 

3  Seffion,  18  Feb.  1663 

4  Seffion,  16  March,  1664 

5  Selfipn,  24  Nov*  1664 

6  Seffion,  9  O&ober,  166 

7  Seffion,  21  Sept.  1666 


7  seffion,  21  oept.  iDOC 

8  Seffion,  ioOAober,  1667 

9  Seffion,  i9Q^qUr,  1669 

10  Seffion,  j.oFcb,  1670 

1 1  Seffion,  4  Feb.  2672 

12  Seffion,  2oOftober,  1673 
t3  Seffion,  7  Jan*  1674 

m    Ffa 


Prorogued. 

30  July,  166 1     . 
19  May,  1662 
24  Nov.  1663 
17  May,  j  664 
12  Jan*  1665 

31  Oft.  1665 
26  Jan.  1667 

8  May,  1668 ' 
11  Dec.  1669 
22  April,  1671 

29  March,  1673 

30  Nov.  1673 
24  Feb.  1674 

14  Seffion,, 
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14  Seffion,  13  April,  1675  9  J™«»  1675 

15  Seffion,  i^Oftober,  1675  20  Nor.  1675 
'*i6  Seffion,  15  Feb.  1677                       16  April,  1677 

17  Seffion,  23  May,  1678  15  July,  1678 

18  Seffion,  18  Odgber,  1678  33  Pec.  1678 

Diffolved  24th  January,  1679. 

Sit  Edward  Turner,  KnM 
4  February,  17&  Sir  Job  Charlton,  { 

*3  ,    Edward  Seymour,  VSpeaken. 

1 1  April,  1673         Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  j 

6  May  ,  Edward  Seymour,  j 


'  1  -. 

Third,  fummpned  for  6th  Mardr,  1679. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued.   " 

1  Seffion,  6  March,  1678  ~   '  15  March,  1679 

Diffolvcd  10th  July,  1679*; 
.   .      SERJEANT  GREGORY,  Spcabr. 


Fourth,  fummoned  for  17th  .AtJgttft,   1679. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued* 

I  Seffion,  22  O&ober,  1679  10  January,  1681 

Diffolved  1 8th  January,  168 1. 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  Spcato 


1 

'■4 
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Fifth,   fummoned  to  meet  at  Oxford,  21ft 
March,  168 1. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Diflblvcd. 

%    Seffion,  21  March,  1681  28 'March,  168*' 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  Speaker. 


Sixth,  fummoned  for  12th  March,  1685. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued*. 

1  Seffion,  19  May,  1685        ,  ao  Nov.  1685 

Dii&lved  2&h  July,  1686, 

Sir  JOHN  TREVOR,  Sppajccr. 


Convention,  or  feverith  Parliament* 

Summoned  for  2 2d  January,  1688. 
Sat  on  bufinefs,.  Prorogued. 

1  Seffion,  22  January,  1688  21  Oftobcr,    1688 

2  Seffion,  18  Feb,  1689  u*j  January,  1690 

Dffolved  26th  February,   1690. 

HENRY  POWLE,  Speaker. 


Eight,  fummoned  for  20th  March,  1690* 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued. 

1  Seffion,  20  March,  1690  23  May,  1690    : 

2  Seffion,  2  Oftober,  1690  5  Janv  1691 

3  Seffion,  22  0ftober,  1691  24  Feb.  1692 

4  Seffion,  4  November,  1692  14  March,  1693 

,  Ff  3  5  Seffion, 
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5  Seffiwi,  7  November,  1693     ,,    *S  April,  1694 

6  Scffion,  12  November,  1694    '      3  May,  169; 

Diffolved  13A  July,  1695. 

Sir  JOHN  TREVOR,  Speaker. 


Ninth,  fummoned  for  zzi  November,  1695. 

Sat  on  bufinefo.  .  Prorogued. 

1  Scffion,  27  November,  1695  27  April,  1696 

2  Seffion,  coO&obcr,  1696  16  April,  1697 

3  Seffion,  3  December,   1697  5  July,  1698 

Diffolved  7th  July,  1698. 

PAUL  FOLEY,  Speaker. 


Teifth,  fummoned  for  2d  Auguft,   1698. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued. 

I  Seffion,  6  December,  1698        ~    4  May,    1699 
a  Scffion,  1 6  Noyember,  1699     .  %o  Fch^ijoer 

Diflbtved  19th  December,  1700. 

Sir  THOMAS  LYTTELTQN,  Speaker, 


Eleventh,  fumrtioned  for  6th  February,   1701, 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued., 

1  Scffion,  10  February,  1701  24  June,  1701 

pi^fclycd  nth  November,  1701. 

ROBERT  HAHLEY,  Sfeater, 

tn  .  Twelfth, 
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Twelfth,  {mpi^qped  fqr  39th  Dec,  tyot. 

Sat  on  bufiaeft.  Prorogued, 

I  Seffion,  3oDctnber,    1701  25  May,   ijo% 

Diifolved  2d  July,   1703. 
v  ROBERT  HARLEY,  Speaker. 


»  1  -.  4 1  ^ 


Thirteenth,  fummaned  for  ?ptb  Aiignft,  1702. 

Sat  on  buiinef?,  Prorogued. 

I  SclTion,  20  Oftober,  1702  27  Feb,  1703 

a  Seffion,  9  November,  1703  .  *  7  "Feb.  1704. 

3  Seffcon,  09  Gftober,  1704  14  fyiarcfa,  1705 

Difiblved  5th  April,  1705. 

JOHN  SMITH,  Speaker. 


Fourteenth,  fnmmoned  for  14th  June,  1705. 

Satpnbufinefs.  Prorogued. 

1  Seffion,  25th  Oftober,  1705  19  March,  1706 

%  Seffion,   3  December,  1706  24  April,   1767 


Firft  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  conftituted 
by  the  Union, 

/Sat  on  bnfinefs.  '  %  Diflblved. 

1  Seffioii,  r6  Nor.  1707  %i  April,  1708 

JOHN  SMITH,  Speaker. 
Ff^      ,  Second, 
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Second,  fummoned  for  8th  July,  1708. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued, 

f  Seffion,  18  Nov.  1708  21   April,  1709 

2  Seffion,  15  Nov.  1709  5  April,  1710 

Diffolvcd  21ft  September,  17 10. 

Sir  RICHARD  ONSLOW,  Speaker. 


Third,  fummoned  for  2£th  Nov.  1710. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  v  Prorogued. 

t  Scffion,  27  Nov.  171a  12  June,  1711 

2  Scffion,     7  Dec.  1711  §  July,  1714 

3  Scffion,    9  April,  1713  I  a  July,  17 13 

Diffolvcd  8th  Auguft,  1713. 

WILLIAM  BROMLEY,  Speaker. 


Fourth,  fummoned  for  12th  Nov.  1713* 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued. 

1  Scffion,  x8  Feb.  17 14  9  July,  1714 

2  Seffion,  5  Auguft,  1714  25  Aug.  1714 

Di  Solved  13th  January,  1715. 
t  5ir?Hp-  HANMER,  Bart.  Speaker. 


Fifth, 
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Fifth,  fummoned  for  17th  March,  1715, 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued. 

1  Seffion,  21  March,  17 15  26  June,  1716' 

2  Scffioo,  20  Feb.  1717  '   *Sjuly.  1717 

3  Seffion,  21  Nov.  1717       •  21  March,  1718 

4  Seffion,  11  Nov.  1718  18  April,  1719 

5  Seffion,  23  Nov.  1719  ix  June,  1720 

6  Seffion,  8  Dec.  1720  •  -~»  *  29  July,  1721* 

7  Seffion,  31  July,  1721  10  Aug.  1721: 
£  Seffion,  19  Oftober,  1721  7  March,  172a 

Diffolved  10th  March,  1722* 

SPENCER  COMPTON/Spe*er. 


Sixth,  fummoned  for  10th  May,  1722. 

Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued. 

1  Seffion,  9  0ftober,  172*  27  May,  1723 

2  Seffion,  4  January,  1724  <  24  April,  1724 

3  Seffion,  larNov.  1724  31  May,  1725 

4  Seffion,  20  January,  1726  24  May,  1726- 

5  Seffion,  17  January,  1727  15  May,  1727 

6  Seffion,  27  June,  1727  17  July,  1727 

Diffolved  5th  Auguft,  1727. 

Sir  SPENCER  COMPTON, 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  Speaker. 


Seventh, 
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Seventh,  fummoned  for  2,8th  Nov,  17*7. 

Sit  on  bufincft.  Prorogued. 

t  Scffion,  *7  January,  172ft  28  May,  1728 

%  Seffioo,  21  January,  1729  uM/ty,  1729 

j  Seffioo,  13  January,  1730  15  M*y,  syg* 

4  Scffion,  21  January,  1731  7  M*y,  1731 

5  Scffion,  13  January,  173*  \  J«¥«*  *73? 

6  Scffion,  16  January,  1733  >3JUBe9  *733 

7  Seffioo,  17  January,  1734  1 6  April,  ^734 

Diffolvcd  18th  April,  1734. 

The  Right  Hon.  ARTHUR  ONSLOW,  Efq. 
Speaker, 


Eighth,  fummoned  for  13th  June,  1734. 

ffttmbUfineff.  Prorogued. 

I  Scffion,  2}  January,  1734  1 J  M?7,  tjgj 

^  Scffion,  jj  January,  1736  *p  JH?7>  *T3* 

jSoffiou,  1  February,  1737  2*  Jupe,  *T37 

4  fieffipn,  24  January,  173*  f!*  M?y,  173* 

5  Sc&Pfl,  I  February,  1739  J  4 Jupc,  1*39. 
frfieffipn,  15  Nov.  1739  f?9  April,  1940 
7.  Scffion,  18  Npr.  1740  frj  April,  1741 

Piffirived  2&h  April,  1741. 
The  Right  Hon.  ARTHUR  ONSLOW, 
Speaker. 


Ninth, 
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Ninth,  fummoned  for  25th  June,  1741. 

;      Sat  on  bufinefs.  Prorogued.    % 

1  S^ffion,  4  Dec.  1 741  15  July,  174* 

%  Seffion,  16  Nov.  1742  ai  April,  ,1743 

3  Seffion,  1  Dec.  1743  22  May,  1744 

4  Seffion,  27  Nov.  1744  2  May,  1745 

5  Seffion,  i7  0ftoberf  1745  li  Aug.  1746 
{&  Seffion,  4.8  Nov.  1746  17  June*  1747 

DHTolved  18th  Jttfte,  1747, 

the  Right  Hon.  ARTHUR  ONSLOW, 

Speaker. 


Tenth,  fumffiene&&r  13th  Attgoft,  1747. 

Sat  on  btrfiaeft,  Prorogued. 

1  Seffion,  12  Nov.  1747  13  May,  1748 

2  Seffioo,  29  Nov.  1748  13  June,  174^ 

3  Seffion,  i6^ov.  1749  12  April,' 1750 

4  SclGon,  17  Jan-  1751  25  June,  1751 

5 '5dffim9  14  Nov.  1751  a6Marcl>,  J7jt 

6  Seffion,  11  Jan.  1753  1  Juttc*  *7S3 

7  Sfcfion,  15  Nov.  1753  $  April,  1 7^4 

'    biflblved  8th  April?  1754. 

The.Right  lion.  ARTHUR  ONSLOW, 
Speaker. 


Eleventh, 
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Eleventh,  fummoned  for  May  31,  1754. 


Sat  on  bufinefs. 

1  Seflion,  31  May,  1754 

2  Seflion,  14  Nov.  1754 

3  ScOion,  1 3  Nov.  1755 

4  Seflion,  27  Dec.  1756 

5  Seflion,  1  Dec.  1757   ; 

6  Seflion,  23  Nov.  1758 

7  Seflion,  13  Nov.  1759 

8  Seflion,  18  Nov,  ij(q 


Prorogued. 

4  June,  1754 

25  April,  1755 

*s}»\j>  1756 

4  July,  1757 
aojune,  1758 

2  June,  1759 
22  May,  1760 
19  March,  1761 


Diflblved  20th  March,  1761. 

The  Right  Hon.  ARTHUR  ONSLOW, 

Speaker. 


Twelfth,  fummonedfor  19th  May,  1761. 


Sat  on  bufinefs. 

1  Seflion,  3  Nov.   1761 

2  Seflion,  25  Nov,  1762 
^3  Seflion,  15  Nov.  1763 

\  Seflion,  10  Jan.  1765 
5'  Seflion,  17  Dec.  1765 
6' Seflion,  11  Nov.  1766 
7  Seffion,  24  Nov.  1767 


Prorogued.*  . 

2  June,  1762 

i9.Aprii,  1763 

19  April,;  1764 

24  May,  1765 

6  Junc^  1766 

2  July,  1767 

10  March,  1768 


Diflblved  1 1  th  March,  1 768. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  JOHN  OUST, 
Speaker/ 


Thirteenth, 
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Thirteenth,  -fummoned  for  12th  July,  1768* 

Sat  on  bufincfs.  prorogued* 

t  Scffion,  8  Nov.  1768  9  May,  1769 

2  Sfcffion,  9  Jan.  1770  ^           19  May,  1770 

3  Seffion,  13  Nov,  1770  8  May,  1771 

4  Seffion,  21  Jan.  1772  .  ]\    \  9 June,  1774 
•  5  "Seffion,  26  Nov.  1772  1  July,  1773 

6  Scffion,  13  Jan.  1774  22  June,  1774 

Diffolved  30th  September,  1774. 
The  Right  Hon.*  Sir  JOHN  CUST*   1 
The. Right  Hon.  Sir  FLETCHER    \  Speakers-  ' 
NORTON,  J 


Fourteenth,  fummoned  for  ,29th  Nov.  1774. 

Sat  on  bufinefs. ,  Prorogued. 

1  Seffion,  30  Nov.  1774  26  May,  1775 

2  Seffion,  26  Oftober,  1775  23  May,  1776 

3  Seffion,  31  O&ober,  1776  6  June,  1777 

4  Seffion,  20  Nov.  1777  19  May,  1778 

5  Seffion,  25  Nov.  1778  3  July,  1779 

6  Scffion,  25  Nov.  1779  8  July,  1780 

Diflblvcd  i ft  September,  1780. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  FLETCHER  NORTON, 
Speaker. 


Fifteenth, 
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Fifteenth,  iuftiftioned  for  31ft  OAobcr,  1780. 

Sat  on  bufineft.  Prorogued. 

1  Seffion,  j  Nov.  1780  .  18  July,  1 781 
*  Scffion,  27  Nov.  1781  11  July,  1982 

3  Scffion,  5  Dec.  1782  46  July,  1783 

4  Scffioo,  28  Nov.  1783  24  March,  1784 

Diflblved  25th  March,  1784. 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  CORNWALL, 

Speaker. 

Nrtr  ftttiament  futonwnftlfcr  iBth*  Jtfay,  *7*+" 
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A   P   P   E    N   D   I    X. 

LIST  of  OHDERS  of  the  HOUSE 
2/*  COMMONS,  with  the  Date  of  eae&i 
and  a  TABLE  6f  FEES  U  be  demanded  and 
taken  by  its  Officers  and  Servants. 

Orders  ao a inst  OarrRucT ions  nr  the  Streets, 
February  12,  1667. 

THE  -tonft&felei  *ttd  <^ch^r  officers  ofMddlcfcx 
and  Weftminfter  to  keep  the  ftreets  clear  be* " 
twecti  T&npfesfiar  and  Weftmmfter-Hall,  from  eight 
o'clock  hi  the  morning  rill  two  m  the  afternoon^ 
November  19,  1685. 
Altered  from  ten  till  four  in  the  afternoon, 

Jamiary  16,  1735. 
Altered  from  eleven  till  one,  and  from  four  till  fix, 

Jartuary  2  rf  1615. 
The  jufticcs  to  fee  that  the  ftavengers  keep  the 
ftrtets  ctear  leading  to  the  houfe  of  commons. 

January  28,  1699. 
The  conftables  to  fee  that  there  is  no  gaming  in 
Wcftminfter-JHall  during  the  fitting  of  parliament, 

January  14,  1729. 
The  ferjeant  at  arms  to  fee  that  there  is  no  gaming 
siifeoftgft  the  footmen, 

O&obct 
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O&ober  13,  1666. 

That  io  footmen  be  fufferedto  be  in  the  lobby,  or 

on  the  ftairs  leading  to  the  houfe,  during  the  time  it 

is  fitting. 

June  4,  1685. 

The  members  to  be  idefircd  to  difarih  their  fbqc- 
men  attending  the  houfe. 

Orders  concerning  Papists. 
December  10,  169Q. 
No  papift  to  come   into  Weftminfter-Hall,  the 
court  of  requeft,  or  lobby,  during  the  fitting  of  the 

houfe. 

Orders  for  setting  up  Lamps. 

December  8,  1,699. 

Lamps  to  be  placed  on  the  ftairs  and  paflages. 

Collections  for  Officers  of  the  House. 
.   Auguft  14,  1625. 
Every  knight  of  the  {hire  to  pay  10s.  and  every 
burgefs  5s.  and  whoever  is  abfent  to  pay  double,  for 
the  officers  of  the  houle* 

June  24,  1 64 1. 
Every  knight  to  pay.  209.  and  every  burgefs  10s. 
to  be  difpofed  of  according  to  the  order  of  the  houfc 
amoogft  its  officers. 

December  13,  1644. 
No  bill  to  pafs  the  houfe,  or  be  fent  to  the  lords, 
until  the  ufual  fees  are  paid. 

May  16,  1662. 
Every  knight  to  give  10s.  and  every  burgefs  $u 
junongft  the  fervants. 

^rbruary 
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'  February  42,  1731* 

The  Table  of  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  and 
fcrants  of  thte  houfe,  to  be  hung  up  in  the  lobby, 
and  to  be  as  follows : 

STABLE  of 'FEES  to  be  demanded  and  taken  by 
the  Officers  and  Servants  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

To  Mr.  Speaker.  £.  s.  d. 

For  every  private  bill        -  -  .5  00 

For  every  private  ena&ing  daufe        ,  —       5  6    0 
And  if  the  bill  concerns  a  county  or  counties, 
corporation  or  corporation*,  or  in  the  cafe 

of  fuch-like  bills,  called  double  bills      -    10  O    o 

To  Mr.  Speakers  Secretary. 

For  every  private  bill        *  .  -      o    10    o 

For  every  private  ena&ng  claufe  ^-         o    10    • 

And  if  the  bill  concerns  a  county  or  coun- 
ties, or  corporation  or  corporations,  or  in 
the  cafe  of  fuch-like  bills,  called  double 
bills  -— .  _  _      j      o    O 

For  every  warrant  figned  by  Mr.  Speaker  for 
a  new  writ,  commitment,  difcharge,  or 
witnefs  to  attend  —     ~  —      O    10    O 

To  the  Clerk,  and  the  Officers  under  bim. 

To  tbe  Clerk* 
£*For  the  feveral  readings  -         3    13    4 

p  .        jFor  breviating,  amendments,  inter- 
Bills    1    locutory  °*te*h  and  other  pro- 

*  /    ceedingt  —  _      1       5    q 

For  thf  order  of  commitment       -     #      6    8 
F  f  F#t 
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For  every  prttfce  ending  cty%>  *-"  *5      o    o 

*  And  if  che.bill  concerns  *  cbuftty  or  caun- 
ties,  or  corporation  or  corporations,  or  in 
the  Cafe  of  fuch-likc  bills,  cilled  double'     *  ' 
bills  —  —  —     10      o    o 

For  every  order  upon  rrjotipft  ocpCtttiofl,  or 
committees  appointed  in  private  matters,  * 
or  copifes  of  them,  of  of  committees  in  pub-  . 
lie  matters,  taken  out  by  any  perfon      -6      6    8 

For  every  ferder  for  the  commitment  or  dis- 
charge of  any  perfon  -       ^~ .  —      o      <fc  -  fc. 

For  copies  of  all  petitions*  reports,  or  other, 
matters  out  Qf  the  Jo*mak,  if  wrier,  ten 
fheets  — -  —  — • 

■      *     if,  above  ten  fbeetj,  pprifaeet 

For  every  fearch  in  the  Journals        + 

For  copies  of  bills,  per  fliect 

——but  if  for  members  «•» 

For  eogrofing  biU*,  per  prefs         ••  - 

For  every  hearing  at  the  bar,  from  each  .fide. 

For  attending  committees  of  tbf  whole  houfe, 

or  grand  committees1  in  private  concerns 
»  And  for  preparing  the  report,  «tid  tranferibmg*  o 

For  reading  at  the  table,  ana*  entering  in  the 
Journal,  a  report  in  private  matters,  if  long 

-*— 4f  Ihort     -  -     -     •       •  -  *,  ,. .  -  . 

For  fwearing  every  member,  without  and   . 
within  doors  (upon  the  clerk  of  the  crown's 
return  upon  any  vacancy)  after  the  feffions 
begun,  and  film*  the  certificate,  and  en- 
tering it  in  the  Return- Book        -  I       5     O 

For  the  teft,  by  a£t  of  parliament  j  at  the  table    o       1     O 

For  fwearing  every  perfon  at  the  table,  in 
order  tcibe  naturalized  -  o     13    4 

To 
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"'*  fotbeCUrk~J£[ftant.      ^V  ** 

Fdr  e^ery  private  bill  —  —I  CO 

For  every  private  ena&ing  cjaufe  »_•      i  a    6 

And  if  the"  bill  concerns  a  county  or  counties, 
or  corporation  or  corporations,  or  in  the 

cafe  of  fucK-like  bills,  called  double  bills        %  6    b 

For  every  hearing  at  the  bar,  from  each  fide-  o  6    t 
For  attendihg  committees  of  the  whole  houfe, 

or  gfantFcommittees,  in  private  concerns  -    O  6    o  « 

For  every  drder  of  fuch  committees  —    O  $0 

For  reading  every  petition  in  private  matters*    o  ft    8 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Ehaions. 
For  attending  the  hearing  the  merits  pf  thecauft  O    134 
For  drawing  the  report  *  •    o      6    8 

For  a  fair  cojiy  of  the  report  for  the  chairman    a  -  3    4 
For  each  exhibit  -  -  *    o      2    o 

For  $e  examination  of  a  witnefs    -  -;  o      z  *6 

For  each  order  of  the  committee        -         -    o      5    .0 

To  the  four  Clerks  without  Doors  attending  upon 

Committees. 
For  attending  to  adjourn  a  committee  upon  a 

private  bill  or  petition  -  -     o      34 

For  attending  a  fitting  of  the  committee  upon 

fuch.  bill  or  petition  —  —    068 

For  drawing  and  tranferibing  the  report  for 

fuch  committee  -  -©68 

And  where  the  bill  or  petition  concerns  a 

county  or  corporation,  or  body  of  people, 

in  fuch- like  cafes  (in  which  double  feesare 

paid  to  the  officers  of  the  houfe)  double 

fees. 
For  a  fummons  for  a  witnefs  to  attend  a  com* 

mittec         -  .  \  •    #      i    6 

Ffa  F^ 
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For  examining  a  witnefe,  or  taking  the  con- 
fent  of  a  party  to  the  paffing  of  a  bill       -    O      %    fir 

For  every  deed,  or  other  exhibit,  made  life  of 

before  the  committee  -  -02* 

•    •  i ' . 

To  the  chief  Cterk  ivithout  Doors  (being  one  of  the  four 
Clerks  without  Doors)  who  receives  the  ifaj*  and  pays 
them  to  the  Officers  of  the  tioufefforfo  doing* 
For  every  private  bill        *  -  *      o    1  o    o 

For  every  private  ena&ing  chmfe         <*        *    ©     10    o 
And  if  a  bill  concerns  a  county  or  counties* 
corporation  or  corporations,  or  in  the  cafe 
of  fuch-like  bills,  tailed  double  bilk,  a 
double  fee  *  *  -too 

To  the  Serjeant  and  Officers  under  him* 

To  the  Serjeant. 
For  every  private  bill        -  -  -150 

For  every  private  efta&ing  claufe        -        -     l       f  o 
And  if  the  bill  concerns  a  county  or  counties, 
or  corporation  or  corporations,  or  in  the 
^     cafe  of  fuch-like  bills,  called  double  bills       1     iqV 
For  taking  a  knight  into  cuftcdy       -  *    5       o    0 

For  taking  a  gentleman  into  cuftody         -        3      <>    8 
For  one  day  in  cuftody  —  r-       1       6    8- 

For  every  day  in  cuftody  .—  —      1       o    o 

From  every  knight  of  the  (hire,  when  fworn 
into  the  houfe  (upon  the  clerk  of  the  crown *$ 
return  upon  any  vacancy)  after  the  feffions 
begun  -  -  O     10    O 

From  every  burgefs,  upon  fuch  vacancy        -    o       50 
From  every  perfon  fworn  at  the  table,  in 

order  to  be  naturalized  -  «*    O    ia    6 

For  every  counfel  pleading  at  the  bar,  or  be- 
fore  any  committee  -  — ■  *    O    10    o 

For 
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For  bringing  a  criminal  to  the  bar  —068 

For  riding  charges,  for  every  mile        —         006 

To  the  Houfekeepcr. 

Tor  every  private  bill    "      —  «—  050 

For  every  ena&ing  claufe        —  !  ,r-  o      50 

And  if  the  bill  concerns  a  county  or.couhties, 
or  corporation  n*  corporations,  or  in  the  eafe 

-  of  fuch-like  bills,  called  double  bills       —  p     10    o 

For  every  private  committee  —  050 

for  every  hearing  at  the  bar  —  «  p    10    O 

For  ever  prifoner  difcharged  by  the  houfe  o      5    Q 

To  the  two  Boor-keepers. 
For  every  private  bill       — «-  —        o      5    o 

For  every  private  ena&ing  claufe  —        65a 

And  if  the  bill  concerns  a  county  or  counties, 
or  corporation  or  corporations,  or  in  the 
cafe  of  fuch-like  bills,  called  double  bills        o    10    Q 
For  attending  a  hearing  at  the  bar  in  private 

matters  —  -—  —076 

*  For  delivering  papers  at  die  door  —  o      50 

Upon  the  difcharge  of  every  prifoner,  to  each    026 

From  every  member  fworn  (upon  the  clerk  of 

the  crown's  return  upon  any  vacancy)  after 

the  feflkms  begun  —  —050 


To  the  four  Mejfengm. 

Forfervingany  fummons  of  the  houfe  fri  pri- 

vate matters           —                _          _ 

0 

6    % 

For  ferving  the  orders  of  committees  in  pri- 

vate matters               — f               — 

0 

2    6 

For  attending  a  prifoner,  per  diem             — » 

a 

6    S 

For  keeping  the  door  at  a  private  committee 

0 

2  a 

Ff  1 
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June  u&,  1746. 
The  ferjeant  at  arim  to  f&ke  the  following  fees, 
viz.  the  fee  of  5I.  or  3).  6s.  3d.  for  taking  a  perfon 
into  cuftody,  the  fees  for  one  day  in  cuftody,  viz.  il. 
for  himfelf,  and  6s.  8d.  for  the  oieffenger ;  *nd  the 
fee  of  6s.  8d.  for  bringing  a  criminal  to  the  bar. 

June  13,  1751. 

Every  bill  for  the  particular  intereft  of  any  perfon 
or  perfons,  to  be  deemed  a  private  bill. 

Every  enadtfng  claufe  for  a  particular  intereft  or 
benefit,  to  be  deemed  a  private  enaflting  claufe. 

Every  fuch  bill  and  claufe*  that  concerns  a  county  or 
qpunties,  or  corporation -or  corporations,  or  body  or 
bodies  of  people,  to  b£  deemed  a  double  bill. 

Every  diftinft  prbvifion ;  made  in  ariy  bill  for  a 
private  intereft,  to  be  'deemed  an  ena&ing  claufe,  and 
i  diftfo<ft  fee  to  be  paid  for  the  fame. 

No  bill  or  claufe  as.  above-mentioned  tojbe  read  a 
fecond  time  till  the  fees  be  paid  far  the  fame. 

Orders  concerning  th?  $e&4**R« 
January  5,  1640. 
The  fpeaker  not  to  take  the  chair  till  there  arc 
forty  members. 

December  19,  1678. 
The  fpeaker  may  at  any  time  adjourn  the  houfe, 
without  a  queftion  ftrft  pur,  if  it  bfc  infiftcd  on. 

February  15,   1629. 
The  fpeaker  not  to  move  his  h^until  the  third 
tongte. 

Decmbcr 


:A   P   P. EN   D   I.X  ai55 

;De$embcr  14,  1641. 
*    All  the  members  that  arc  gone  up  to  the  lords  be- 
fore the  fpefcker*  to  pay. 5s.  .each.        . 

May  31^  1614,  .  •  .  _    . 

The  hqufc  to  me&  at1  feven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  begin  to  read  tylls  at  ten.         k 
February  14^  1 606. 
The'houfe  to  affemble  at  eight  o'clock,  and  enter 
into  the  great  bufinefs  ait  nine. 
May  i,  1641, 
All  the  members  that  come  after  eight,  to  pay  is. 
and  thofe  that  do  hot  come  the  whole  day,  to  pay  $U 

Orders  concerning  Prayers* 
April  19,  i  644* 
Thofe  who  do  not  come  to  prayers,  to  pay  1$; 

May  31,  1659.  :, 

The  fpeaker  to.  take  the  chair  conftantly  every 
morning  by  eight  o'clock. 

February  14,  1643* 
Such  members  as  come  after  nine  o'clock, .  to  pay 
is,  to  the  poor. 

March  21,   1647. 
The  fpeaker  to  leave  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

November  19,  1694. 
-No  public  bufinefs   to  be  entered  on. after, ten 
•Mock,  nor  any  private  bufinefs  after  ten  o'clock, 
November  25,  1695. 
The  fame  order  for  motions. 

November  2,  1696. 
To  proceed  on  bufinefs  at  ten  o'clock. 

Ff4  Apri* 
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April  22,  1640. 
Thofe  members  that  continue  either  in  the  com- 
mittee-room or  judges-room  at  time  of  prayers,  to 
forfeit  is, 

November  26,  1640. 
Neither  book  nor  glove  to  give  any  member  title 
or  intereft  to  any  place,  if  he  has  not  been  at  prayers. 

December  4,  1 640. 
Any  member  not  taking  a  place  upon  his  entering 
the  houfe,  or  going  from  it,  to  the  difturbance  of 
the  houfe,  or  fpeaking  aloud  to  hinder  bufincfs,  to 
pay  is.  to  be  divided  between  the  ferjeantand  the 
poor* 

March  16,  1734. 
No  member  to  keep  a  place,   unlefs  at  prayers, 
and  then  only  for  himfelf. 

March  13,  1734. 
Any  member  may  take  a  place  before  prayers,  if 
he  be  at  prayers  afterwards. 

November  16,  1747. 
All  proceedings  of  committees  after  prayers  to  be 
declared  null  and  void. 

Orders  for  locking  the  Back-Door. 
December  ao,  1650. 
The  ferjeant  not  to  admit  any  but  members,  the 
miniftcr  that  prays,  and  the  officers  attending  the 
houfe. 

March.  5,  1662.' 

The  back-door  of  the  fpeaker's  chamber  to  be 
locked  every  morning  at  the  fitting  of  the  houfe,  and 

the 
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die  key  delivered  to  the  clerk  •,  and  that  the  ferjeant 
do  dear  the  Speaker's  chamber  every  day  before  the 
door  is  locked  up. 

April  6,  1670. 
The  back-doqr  Jn  the  fpeaker9s  chamber  to  be 
nailed  up  during  the  feflion.         • 
April  7,  1679^ 
The  back-door  of  the  fpeakcr's  chamber  to  be 
locked  up,  and  the  keys  laid  on  the  table,  during  the 
fitting  of  the  houfe.  r 

February  %6f  1688. 
•The  ferjeant  to  take  all  ftrangers  that  may  be  in  the 
gallery  into  cuftody. 

March  16,  1719. 
No  perfon  fo  taken  into  cuftody  to  be  difcharged 
without  fpecial  leave  of  the  houfe. 

April  10. 
The  lobby  to  be  cleared  of  all  ftrangers.  .     , 

January  16,  1709, 
No  member  to  prefume  to  take  any  ftranger  intcJ 
the  gallery  or  houfe  while  fitting. 

February  8,  t688.     - 
The  ferjeant  to  keep  the  bar  clear. 

Orders  of  Decency,  Speaking,  making.Motioh, 

and  on  Rising  of  the  House. 

April  13,  1614. 

No  Interruption  to  be  made  till  the  party  fpeaking 

have  done. 

May 
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May  5,  t6*tj  I 
Tbt  fpeaker  to  prefeut  the  namfc  of  triy  mctabtr 
to  the  houfe  that  fliall  give  any  diftur bailee  by  wkif- 
pering,  or  ft irring  out  of  his  place. 

Febtutry  17*  1649; 
.  No  member  to  go  o*tr  Ae  fc#*f  Or  croft  tfefe 
houfe,  or  read  any  piloted  back,  - 

'March  2*3,  1693. 
Nfc  merhbe*  to  take  tobacco  into  the  |alfety,  <Jr  tb 
the  table,  fitting  at  committees. 

*  April  17,  1664. 
If  any  foperfluous  motion  ifiduld  be  ttScftf,  the 
fpeaker  to  diredfc. 

December  4, 1646. 
•  No  new  mbtron  to  be  made  tint il  the  bufinefs  in 
agitation  be  ended. 

March  23,   1641. 
No  new  motion  to  be  made  after  twelve  o'clock. 

April   1,   1644,  ' 
No  member  to  move  after  prayers,  till  the  chaplain 
has  left  the  houfe. 

Augufli  23,  1 660. 
No  private  bufinefs  to  be  done  at  Half  an  hour  pad: 
nia*  e'lldck  in-  the  morning. 

Orders  touching  Naturalization. 

Petfons  to  be  naturalized  to  take  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance arid  fupfemacy. 

Orders 
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Orders  rej-jumng   to    Speaking    ani> 
Acting  on  the  QuMsTraN. 

April  14,   US04.  ; 

The  fpeaker.  to  ftop  my  one  fpeaking difcrderfy. 
fytay*  i?f  1606. 
:.  Any  man: may  fpjoalc  after  the  affirmative  question, 
and  before  the  negative. 

April  iJ,  1610. 
.     If  a  bil&  be  continued  in  t  two  days,  one  may  not 
fpeak  twice.  - 

DJparfnjbv  ,io,  1640* 
W^hen  a  bpfmefs  is  bjgpft  .and  in  .debate,  if  a  mem- 
ber rife  to  fpe^t?  ? jnew  byfioefs,  any  member  may 
not,  but  the  fpeaker  ought  to  interrupt  him. 
m    ,  ;  April  a,  1604. 

Any  queftion  once  carried,.  xt\u&  ftand  aa  a  judg- 
ment of  the  houfp, 

*v  Jqne  ifr:  1604* 

Upon  adding  a  jkw  thing,  the  queftion  ia  to  be 
put  in  the  affirmative*  and  an  old  one  is  to  be  put  in 
the'  n6gative. 

When  any  alteration  is  required  of  a  law,  and 
thereupon  a  queftion  put,  the  yeas  miift  fit  ftill,  and 
the  noes  go  forth.  r 

November  28,  1621. 
When  the  houfe  agrees  with  a  motion  propounded 
by  the  fpeaker,  there  needcth  no  queftion. 
May  11,.  1626. 
Whofoevcr  will  have  a  thing,  muft  go  our,  audi  fo 

gctiV  ' 

December 


4&>  APPENDIX 

December  io9  1640* 
Thofe  who  give  their  votes  for  the  preservation  of 
any  order  of  the  houfe,  (hall  flay  in,  and  thofe  that 
give  their  votes  againft  it,  muft  go  out. 
May  7,   1607. 
Upon  riling,  no  man  to  go  forth,  until  Mr.  fpeaker 
is  gone.  * 

March  15,  1625. 
No  man  to  leave  the  committee  before  the  fpeaker 
takes  the  chair  again. 

November  12,  1640. 
Thofe .  who  go  out  of  the  houfe  in  a  confuted 
manner  before  die  fpeaker,  to  forfeit  10s. 
March  21,    1678. 
The  orders  for  every  day  to  be  read  in  the  morn* 
tog  before  any  other  bufinefs. 

Oftober27,  1680. 
The  votes  of  each  day  to  be  read  the  day  following 
the  firft  bufinefs. 

Orders  upon  Petitions,   and  bringing  in,  and 
passing  Private  Bills* 
June  28,  1 6 10. 
Any  ftrangdr  preferring  a  grievance  muft  ftand  by 
at  the  reading  of  it. 

November  14,  1689. 
Alt  petitions  prefented  to  the  houfe,  muft  be  figne4 
by  the  petitioners. 

May  26/  1685. 
^  Nq  private  bill  to  be  brought  in,  but  upon  petition.  , 

March 
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March  31,   1698. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee,  upon  the  report 
of  every  private  bill,  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  that  the 
allegations  of  the  bill  have  been  examined,  and  the 
parties  given  their  confent. 

January  15,  1705. 
All  perfons  concerned  therein,  to  pcrfonally  attend, 
or  fend  their  confent  in  writing. 

December  10,  1691. 
Every  perfon  prefenting  a  bill,  to  go  from  his 
place  to  the  bar,  and  bring  it  up  to  the  table. 
September  23,  1746. 
No  petition  to  be  printed,  until  read  in  the  houfe. 

November  12,   1705. 
All  petitions  to  be  printed  before  the  firft  reading. 

March  5,    1722. 
No  private  bill  to  be  read,  until  printed  copies  are 
delivered  to  the  members. 

February  4,  1697. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  for  any  private 
bill,  not  to  fit  thereupon  until  a  week's  notice  fet 
jp  in  the  lobby. 

January  21,   1695. 
Every  private  bill  to  have  a  day  appointed  for  read- 
rig  thereof,  before  the  fame  be  read. 
January  15,.  1697. 
\Jpon   the  firft  reading  of  every  private  bill;  a 
inv  to  be  appointed  for  the  fecond  reading, 

luee  days  to  be  between  the  feveral  readings  of 
all  Jivate  bills. 

February 


February  6f  ^JOfJ 
.  All  perfons  intending  to  apply  thetpfclfrefc  tattle 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  obariffl9£jtfivat«  bilfc 
relative  to  eftates  in  Ireland,  to  give  ptjblie  notice 
thereof,  in  each  of  the  four  courts  of  jufticc  in 
Dublin. 

That  there  be  30   days  between  the  ift  ancj  2d 
reading  of  faid  bills. 

May*  1  j,   1690; 
All 't>ilh  brought  in  for  confirming  letters  patent, 
muft  have  a  copy  of  fuch  letters  patent  annexed  to  the 
bill. 

May  6,   1690. 
No  engrofled  bill  to  be  brought  to  the  table  to  be 
read  the  third  time,  but  by  the  chairman  oFthe  com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  bill  was  committed. 

oftdeks>  touching    bringing    in*   ane>  passing. 
Public  Bills,  viz.    Poor,  Trade,  Highways, 
Ports,  and  Harbours. 

July  26,  it>4i. 
Ko  public  bill  fliatt  pafe  but  between'  nine  ahd 
twelve  o'clock. 

March  7,  1699. 
All  bills*  relativte^  to  the  poor  to  be  deemed  public 
bills. 

March  13,   17 16. 
All  bilk  for  repairing  and  amending  any  highway, 
or  for  making. any  port,  or  harbour,  or  any  river  h/vi- 
gable,  &c.  &c,  to  be  firft  referred  to  a  commute." 

b*«RS  * 


ORPERS  TOUCHING  JHWOIVO  Vf.44ID  PASSING  BlLL9 

M.  Au>  Aim  $uj^pj;y. 

Againft  the  fundamental  ordert  of  the  houfe,  for 
any  member  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  fubtfdy,  without 
ff  ecial  order  of  the  houfe. 

Wtarch  18,  1667. 
No  motion  for  any  public  aid,  &c.  to  be  debate* 
uxm  without  notice. 

Ajpril  3,    16 ft. 
In  all  aids  and  fupplies  given  to  the  king!  the  rate, 
o:  tax,  ought  not  to  be  altered  by  the  lords. 
July  ^   *6f& 
All  aids  and  fupplies  declared  to  bathe  fcrfet gift 
o:  the  commons. 

February  17,  1693* 
No  commiffioner  of  cuftoms  and  excife  to  fit .  ia 
tk  houfe. 

December  11,  1706. 
No  petition  to  be  received  for  fums  of  money,  fo£ 
th  public  fervice,   but  what  is  recommended  from 
th<crown, 

March  29,  1707. 
Jo  petition  for  compounding  with  the  crown  to.be 
coridered  but  in  a  committee  of  fthc  whole  houfe. 
April  23,  1 71 3. 
JA\  petitions  as  above  muft  have  annexed  to  them 
cerifiates  from  the  proper  officers,  (taring  the  debt, 
wh*  pWecutions  have  been  made,  and  fetting  forth 
howrmih  the  petitioner  and  his  fureties  are  able  to 
pay  theflpf. 

\  March 
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March  ,7,  1725. 
No  more  petitions  to  be  received  for  enabling  h* 
Majefty  to  fell  the  reverfion  of  crown  lands.    • 

Ordehs  touching  Bills  in  general* 
April  18,  $604. 
Such  bills  as  come  down  from  the  lords,  and  pafi 
this  houfe,  when  they  are  fent  up  again,  are  to  be  pne 
fented  firft,  before  any  other  bills,  which  had  thci 
beginning  and  paflage  in  this  houfe ;  next  the  publn 
cafes,  the  private  bills  of  this  houfe* 
June  4,  1604. 
If  two  (land  up  to  fpeak,  he  againft  the  bill  (be 
ing  known  to  be  fo)  to  be  firft  heard. 

June  24,   1604. 
If  a  bill  be  continued  in  debate  from  day  to  day 
one  may  not  fpeak  twice  to  it. 

March  3,  1606. 
When  any  bill  is  amended,  the  brief  annexed  ♦ 
it  to  be  amended  alio. 

May  6,  1607. 
The  counfel  againft  a  bill  to  be  firft  heard. 

January  20,   1627. 
Upon  committing  a  public  bill,  one  of  the  coi- 
f  mittee  to  be  fpecially  named,  to  cake  care  of  le 
bill. 

March  5,  1660- 
All  bills  to  be  difpatched  in  priority  and  trdeiof 
time,  as  they  were  brought  in,  apd  have  /ten  de- 
pending. 

On 
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On  Royal  Assent  to  Bills. 
November  21,    1554. 
Upon  a  queftibn  aiked  in  the  houfe,   if,  upon  the 
royal  affent,  the  parliament  may  proceed  without  any 
prorogation,  it  was  agreed  that  it  might, 
RecSsS. 
The  houfe  not  bound  up  by  the  order  for  the  rc- 
cefs.  • 

Orders    touching  Messages    from    the  King 
and  the  Lords. 
May  5,   1604. 
When  the  houfe  differs  from  the  defire  of  the 
lords  propounded  by  their  meiTengers,   to  fend  by 
their  own  meiTengers. 

February  14,  1606. 
When  the  houfe  agrees  with  the  lords,  may  fend 
anfwer  by  the  meiTengers  that  come  from  the  lords. 
March  10,  1620. 
The  houfe  to  be  uncovered  when  a  meffage  comes 
from  the  king*. 

January  27,  1641. 
No  member  to  fpeak  to  the  lords  meiTengers  com- 
ing in  or  going  out. 

May  10,  1641. 
Mr.  Maxwell  coming  to  the  houfe  with  a  meffage, 
without  the  black  rod,  exception  was  taken  at  both. 
Auguft  31,   1 641. 
Thfc  houfe  ought  to  have  two  meiTengers  from  the 
lords,  according  to  ancient  ufage. 

G  g  May 
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May  22,  1645. 
Nofrefli  buOncfs  to  be  entered  on,  after  notice 
given  of  a  meffage  from  the  lords. 

Orders  relating  to  Committees. 
March  7,   1606. 
No  member  to  be  on  a  committee,  who  has  de- 
clared himfelf  againft  it. 

November  9,  1640. 
Every  one  who  names  another  for  a  committee,  to 
(land  up  uncovered. 

April  30,   1642. 
Notes  to  be  fet  up  at  the  doorf  of  the  times  and 
places  when  the  committees  do  meet. 
January  21,  1657* 
The  names  of  the  committees  to  be  alfo  put  up  on 
the  door  of  the  committee-room. 

January  30,  1627. 
No  member  to  leave  the  houfe  when   in  grand 
committee  without  leave. 

May  1,  165 1.  % 

Every  order  of  a  committee  to  be  figned  by  a 
quorum  of  the  committee. 

March  16,  1688. 

If  any  member  refufes  to  attend  a  committee,  when 

fummoned,  the  houfe  to  be  acquainted  therewith,  ~~~ 

If  any  charge  comes  before  any  committee  againft: 

any  member  of  the  houfe,  the  houfe  to  be  acquainted 

therewith,  without  proceeding  farther  thereupon, 

April 
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April  19,  1 62 1. 
No  petition  to  be  received  but  openly  at  the  com- 
mittee. 

February  12,  1648.    . 

No  committee  to  fit  after  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  to  meet  every  day  at  nine. 
March  13,  1693. 
No  committee  to  fit  after  the  hour  the  houfe  is 
adjourned  to. 

June  28,  1641. 
When  the  ferjeant  comes  to  any  committee,  to 
inform  them  the  houfe  is  fitting,  the  chairman  (hall 
immediately  come  away. 

February  28,  1699. 
All  committees  to  rife  as  foon  as  the  houfe  meets. 

February  11,  1606* 
The  adjournment  of  a  committee  to  be  puttlifhed 
next  day  in  the  houfe. 

March  11,  1700. 
Refolved,  That  in  cafe  (upon  the  days  the  com- 
mittee of  privileges  and  elections  is  to  fit)  there  fhall 
be  3  debate  in  the. houfe,  which  holds  till  four 
o'clock,  the  faid  debate  (hall  be  then  adjourned  till  a 
further  day. 

November  16,  1747. 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  privileges  and  elec- 
tions be  appointed,  and  meet  this  day  feven-night  at 
five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  fpeaker's 
chamber,  and  do  fit  every  Wcdnefday,  Friday,  and 
G  g  2  Monday, 
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Monday,  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  all  that  come  are  to 
have  voices;  and  they  are  to  take  into  confideration 
all  fuch  matters  as  (hall  or  may  come  in  queftion, 
touching  returns,  elections,  and  privileges  ;  and  to 
proceed  upon  double  returns  in  the  firft  plaee,  and 
to  report  their  proceedings,  ttkh  their  opinions  there- 
upon, to  the  houfe,  from  time  to  time  ;  and  all  per- 
fons  that  will  queftion  any  returns,  are  to  do  it  with- 
in fourteen  days,  next,  and  fo  within  fourteen  days, 
next  after  any  new  return  (ball  be  brought  in  •,  and  the 
committee  are  to  have  powc*  to  fend  for  perfons, 
papers,  and  records*  for  their  information-:  and  all 
members,  who  are  returned  for  two  or  more- places', 
are  to  make  their  ele&ion  by  thi*  day  three  weeks 
for  which  of  the  places  they  will  fervs,  provided 
there  be  no  queftion  upoathe  return  for  that  place; 
and  if  any  thing  {ball  come  in  queftion  touching  the 
return,  ele&ion,  or  matter  of  privilege  of  any  mem- 
ber, he  is  to  withdraw  during  the  time- the  matter  is 
in  debate;  and  that  all  members  returned  upon 
double  returns  do  withdraw  tilL  their .  returns  are 
determined.     Revived  annually. 

January  18,  1698,  , 

No  ftrangers  to  be'  admitted  while  the  committee 
of  privilege  and  ele&icm  fit ;  and  the  witnefles  to  at- 
tend in*  the  lobby  till  wanted. 

November  16*,  1747.  -    * 

The  grand  committee  for  religion  to  fit  every 
Tuefday,  the  committee  for  grievances  every  Thurf- 

day> 


APPENDIX.  469 

day,  the  committee  for  courts  of  juftice  every  Satur- 
day, &nd  the  committee  for  trade  every  Friday. 

Orders  relating  to  Conferences. 
March  26,  1604. 
The  number  of  the  commons  named  for  the.  con- 
ference to  be  always  double  to  thofe  of  the  lords, 
and  the  place  of  meeting  to  be  appointed  by  the 

lords. 

April  2,  1604.* 

The  houfe  not  to  confer  with  the  judges. 

A  queftion  once  made,  and  carried  in:  the  affir- 
mative or  negative,  cannot  be  queftioned  .again,  but 
muft  Hand  as  a  judgment  of  the  houfe.. 
March  \$t  1620. 

Refolded,  That  in  prescribing  of  conferences  be- 
tween both  houfes  moving  from  the  lords,  they  have 
done  it  verbally  upon  the  lords  report,  entered  into 
their  Journal-Book ;  yet  now  order  for  the  houfe  to 
afford  the  lords  the  expite  about  the  bufinefs,  becaufe 
it  coofifts  of  fa  many  heads;  biK  Sir  Edward  Coke 
to  move  the  lords  this  may  not  hereafter  be  taken 
for  precedent.  Vide  the  Report. 

This  article  is  ftriftly  agreeable  to  the  copy. 
.  Auguft  8,  1625. 

Sir  Robert  Philips  movetb  to  fend  to  the  lords,  to' 
know  whether  they  intend  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  or  the  whole  houfe  with  the  fpeaker  •,  becaufe 
in  the  one  cafe  to  be  uncovered,  in  the  other  ca'e  not. 

Refblved,  That  the  fpeaker  and  all  to  go  as  a 
G  g  3  houlet 
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houfe,  and  if  the  lords  keep  bare,  then  to  do  the  like ; 
if  they  cover,  then  the  fpeaker  and  the  houfe  to  do 
the  like. 

May  12,  1627. 
Ordered,  All  the  gentlemen  to  give  room  to  the 
porters. 

Auguft  2,  1 641. 

The  houfe  refufe  a  conference  with  the  lords,  be- 
caufe  not  mentioned  on  what  fubjedt. 
January  16,  1702. 

No  member  to  (land  within  the  bar  of  the  painted 
chamber  at  a  conference,  but  thofe  appointed  to 
manage  it. 

Call  of  the  House,  the  Manner,  &c. 
June  2,  1626. 
The  houfe  to  be  called,  and  no  excufe  to  be  made 
till  the  houfe  be  fully  called  over;  and  then  the  ex- 
cufes  to  be  heard,  the  forfeitures  to  be  difpofed  and 
difburfed  in  fuch  fort  as  the  houfe  fhall  think  fit ;  and 
if  any  failing,  and  their  excufes  not  allowed,  (hall  not 
pay  the  money  forfeited  within  a  week,  then  the  fer- 
jeant  at  arms  to  be  fent  for  him  to  come  to  the  houfe 
to  anfwer  it  5  and,  after  the  houfe  is  called  over,  the 
defaulters  to  be  pfefently  called. 
June  10,  1 626, 
The  fum  to  be  forfeited  10I. 

Orders  touching  Motions  for  Leave  into  the 
.    Country. 
November  29,  1606. 
A  fpecial  order  moved  and  made,  that  no  lawyer 

of 
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q£  the  houfe  depart  the  town  without  leave  of  the 

houfe. 

March  12,  1606. 

No  member  to  depart  without  paying  the  ordinary 

fee  of  6s.  8d.  to  the  clerk. 

February  13,  1620. 
No  member  (hall  go  out  of  town  without  open, 
motion  and  licence  in  the  houfe. 

March  11,  1668. 
No  member  to  have  leave  of  abfence  without  li- 
miting a  time  when  he  is  to  return. 
February  26,  1695. 
No  motion  to  be  made  for  leave  of  abfence,   but 
when  the  member  is  prefent,  except  in  cafe  of  fick- 
nefs,  to  be  affirmed  by  the  member  who  (hall  make 
the  motion. 

Orders  for  fining  Defaulters,  &c. 

March  28,  1664, 
The  penalty  of  iol.  to  be  paid  by  every  knight, 
and  5I.  by  every  citizen,  &c.  who  (hail  make  default 
in  attending. 

November  6,  1666. 
To  be  fent  for  in  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant. 

Odtobcr  27,  1680. 
Such  that  are  fent  for  in  cuftody,  not  admitted  to- 
fit  till  they  have  paid  their  fees. 

November  23,  169 1. 
All  members  fent  for  in  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at 
G  g  4  arras, 
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arms,    do  forbear  coming  into  this  houfe  without 
leave  of  the  houfe  firft  had. 

December  i,  1747. 

.  The  houfe  to  be  called  over  upon  Monday  the 

1 8th  of  January  next,  and  fuch  members  as  do  not 

then  attend,  to   be  taken  into  cuftody  of  the  fer- 

jean^at  arms. 

December  18,  1666. 
Such   members  of  the   houfe  as  depart  into  the 
'country  without  leave,  be  fent  for  in  cuftody  of  the 
fcrjeant  at  arms. 

February  13,  1667. 
That  every  defaulter  in  attendance,  whofe  excufe 
fhall  not  be  allowed  this  day,  be  fined  the  fum  of 
40I.  and  fent  for  in  cuftody,  and  committed  to  the 
Tower  till  the  fine  be  paid. 

That  every  member  as  fhall  defert  the  fervice  of 
the  houfe  for  the  fpacc  pf  three  days  together  (not 
having  had  leave  granted  him  by  the  houfe,  nor  of- 
fering fuch  fufficient  exlufe  to  the  houfe  as  fhall  be 
allowed)  (hall  have  the  like  fine  of  40I.  impeded  on 
them,  and  (hall  be  fent  for  in  cuftody,  and  committed 
to  the  Tower ;  and  that  the  fines  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  houfe 
.fhall  direfl:. 

April  6,  1668m 

To  pay  a  fine  of  1  ol. 

January 
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January  25,  1709. 
TJiat  fufch  members  of  this  houfe,  who  do  abfent 
themfelves  without  the  leave  of  the  houfe,  are  to  be 
reputed  defefters  of  their  truft,  and  neglcders  of  that 
duty  they  owe  to  this  houfe  and  their  country. 

Orders  about  bringing  Delinquents 
AtoD  Prisoners  to  the  Bar. 
May  9,  1604. 
No  delinquent  to  be  brought  in  but  by  the  fer- 
jeant  with  his  mace. 

March  6,  1625. 
Mr.  Attorney  being  come  to  give  fatisf action  to 
the  houfe  from  the  Duke  of  Bucks  -9 

Refolved,  he  be  brought  in  with  tfye  mace,  and 
then  ftand  at  the  bar  to  be  heard,  and  then  to  with- 
draw. 

December  12,  1723. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill  for  infli&ing  certain  pains  and 
penalties  upon  George  Kelly,  alias  Johnfon, 

Ordered,  That  the  ferjeant  at  arms  do  Hand  with 
the  mace  at  the  bar,  whilft  the  prifoner  is  there. 

November  12,  1640. 
Mr.  Watkin,  a  member  of  the  houfe,  difobeying 
the  houfe,  being  feveral  times  commanded  to  withr 
draw,  was  therefore  called  to  the  bar,  and  upon  his 
knees  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  cenfure  of  the  houfe. 

Right 
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Right  or  Commitment. 

June  7,  1675. 
No  pcrfon  committed  for  breach  of  privilege,  by 
order  of  this  houfe,  to  be  difcharged  during  thefeffion 
of  parliament,  but  by  order  or  warrant  of  this  houfe. 

June  9,  1675, 
No  commoner  of  England,  committed  by  order  or 
warrant  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  breach  of  pri- 
vilege, or  contempt  of  that  houfe,  without  order  of 
that  houfe,  to  be  by  any  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or 
any  authority  whatfoever,  made  to  appear  and  an- 
fwer,  and  to  do  and  receive  a  determination  in  the 
houfe  of  peers,  during  that  feflion  of  parliament 
wherein  fuch  pcrfon  was  fo  committed. 

March  22,  1697. 
No  perfon  committed  by  this  houfe  can,  during  the 
fame  feflion,  be  difcharged  by  any  other  authority 
whatfoever. 

The  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  this  houfe  to  make 
no  return  of,  or  yield  any  obedience  to,  the  faid  writs 
of  Habeas  Corpus ;  and  for  fuch  his  refufal,  that  he' 
have  the  prote&ion  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

The  lord  keeper  to  be  acquainted  with  the  faid 
refolutions,  to  the  end  that  the  faid  writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus  may  be  fuperfeded,  as  contrary  to  law,  and 
the  privilege  of  this  houfe  < 

April 
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April  4,  1707. 
When  any  perfon,  ordered  to  be  taken  into  the 
cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  (hall  cither  abfeond 
from  juftice,  or,  having  been  in  cuftody,  ftiall  refufe 
to  pay  the  juft  fees  5  in  either  of  thofe  cafes,  the  or- 
der for  commitment  lhall  be  revived  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament  5  and  that  this 
be  declared  to  be  a  Handing  order  of  the  houfe.    , 

Orders  about  Quarrels. 

January  31,  1641. 

Mr.  Speaker  fhall  have  a  warrant  to  ftay  at  any 

time  and  apprehend  fuch  members  as  he  lhall  be 

informed  do  fend  challenges,  or  receive  or  entertain 

challenges. 

Orders  touching  Privileges  and  Pro- 
tections. 
The  fubjefts  have  an  undoubted  right  to  petition 
,  the  king  for  the  calling  and  fitting  of  parliaments, 
and  redrefling  of  grievances. 

To  reprefent  it  to  his  majefty  as  feditious  and  tu- 
multuous, a  betraying  the  liberty  of  the  fubjc&. 

December  6,  1555. 
The  privilege  of  the  houfe  declared  to  be  Jbroken, 
Gabriel  Pledall,  a  member,  having  been  bound  in  a 
recognizance  in  the  (tar-chamber  to  appear  there  be- 
fore the  council. 

February 
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February  *3,  16*7. 
Every  member,  during  the  time  of  parliament,  to 
have  privilege  for  his  goods  and  cftatc. 

November  1-5,  1660. 
The  privilege  of  this  houfe,  in  point  of  protections 
from  arreft,  to  be  confined  only  to  members,  and 
their  menial  fervants  only. 

November  25,  16 17. 
Perfons  fummoncd  to  attend  any  committee  of  this 
houfe,  to  be  freed  from  arrefts  in  going,  flaying,  and 
returning. 

1675. 
A  breach  of  privilege  for  any  member  to  be  made 
a  fheriff  during  the  continuance  of  parliament 

November  30, 1699* 
No  member  of  this  houfe  to  have  ai^y  privilege 
during  the  fitting  of  parliament,  except  for  his  per- 
ibn  only. 

December  iz>  1698. 
No  member  to  have  the  privilege  of  parliament  in 
any  cafe  wherein  he  is  only  a  truftee. 

April  14,  1697. 
No  privilege  in  cafe  of  a  breach  of  peace. 

December  10,  1641. 
-  The  fetting  of  guards  about  the  houfe,  without  its 
confent,  a  breach  of  privilege. 

Orders 
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Orders    about    Post-Letters   and 
Franking. 

Auguft  14,  1689. 
The  breaking  operi  letters  dirfedted  Co,  or  fent  from 
any  member,  a  breach  .of  privilege. 

May  27,  1698* 
A  perfon  from  the  poft-office  to  attend  every  day 
to  deliver  the  members  their  letters. 

September  9,    17 15. 
No  member  to  frank  any  letter,  unlefs  the  whole  • 
fupetffcriptian  be  of  his  own  hand- writing. 

No  member  to  have  any  letter  free  of  poftage,  un- 
lefs fuch  member  aftuaHy  refides  at  the  place  to  which 
.  fach  letter  i$*  dire&ed. 

No  member  to  frank  any  public  newfpaper  into  the 
country  but  fuch  as  are  printed. 

AUr  letters  (not  exceeding  two  ounces)  franked, 
during  the  fitting  of  parliament,  and  forty  days  be- 
fore, and  forty  days  after  every  fummons,  or  proroga- 
tion, ought  to  be  carried  free  of  poftage.- 

A  high  breach  of  privilege  in  any  poft-mafter, 
&c.  to  open  or  detain  any  franked  letter. 

A  high  breach  of  privilege  to  forge  any  frank. 

November  16,    1747. 
Any  letter  coming  to  the  houfe,  to  be  read  by  the 
fpeaker.  ' " 

March 
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March  7,  1694. 
No  letter  to  be  delivered  by  the  fperfon  attending 
from  the  poll-office  during  the  fitting  of  the  houfe. 

Ordirs  touching  the  Journals. 

February  4/1666. 

A  committee  appointed  to  infpedt  the  Journals, 

December  11,   1678. 
The  orders,  &c.  of  the  houfe  to  be  drawn  up,  and 
read  to  the  houfe  before  they  are  entered  on  the 
Journals. 

December  10,  1641. 
The  clerk  not  to  permit  any  Journal  or  records  to 
be  taken  out  of  his  cuftody. 

O&ober  22,  1666. 
No  perfon  to  infpeft  the  Journals  but  the  members* 

No  member  to  copy  out  of  them  during  the  fitting 
of  the  houfe. 

Orders  against  printing  the  Votes  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  House. 

July  13,  1641. 
No  member  (hall  either  give  a  copy,  or  publiflx 
any  thing  in  print,  that  he  (hall  fpeak  in  the  houfe, 
without  leave# 

March  22,  1642. 
A  breach  of  privilege  to  print  the  proceedings  of 
the  houfe. 

February  11,   1695. 

No  news-letter  writer  jo  prcfume  to  meddle  with 
the  debates,  or  difperfe  anyt  in  their  papers. 

January 
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January  25,  1703. 
No  printer  to  prcfumc  to  print  any  debates  or  pro* 
cecdings  of  the  houfe. 

Oftober  29,   1678. 
None  of  the  votes  to  be  difperfed  in  the  coffce- 
houfes. 

(N.B.  There  are  orders  againft  printing  the  debates 
of  the  houfe  up  to  the  year  1753.) 

Members- of  the  Long  Robe. 
November  6,  1666. 
No  member  of  this  houfe  of  the  long  robe  to  plead 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  during  the  fitting  of  parlia- 
ment, without  leave. 

June  3,  1675. 
No  member  to  attend  a  fummons  of  the  lords 
without  leave. 

Order  relating  to  Preachers. 
No  clergyman  (except  the  chaplain  of  this  houfe) 
to  preach  before  it,  under  the  dignity  of  a  dean  in  the 
church,  or  if  he  has  not  taken  his  degree  of  do&or  of 
divinity. 


FINIS. 
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